
NO LEFTOVERS 
This Object talk shows how God provides for all people, wealthy or poor. 

TOPICS: 
Giving, Helping, Kindness, Provision, Ruth 

MATERIALS: 
Bag of bird seed 
large bowl or bucket 

DURATION: 
Approximately 7 minutes 

 

 

WHAT YOU WILL DO: 
You will begin this object talk by reading Deuteronomy 24:19-22, and then giving a short 
explanation as to the meaning of these verses. You will then have one volunteer cup both hands 
together as you pour a cup of birdseed into them. Use the large bowl or bucket to catch any 
seeds that spill over. Make sure plenty of seeds do spill over. You will then compare this to how 
during Old Testament times, poor people were permitted to gather any grain or produce that 
remained after the crops were harvested. 
 
Note: A craft that works well following this object talk is Consider the Birds  

WHAT YOU WILL SAY: 
Read Deuteronomy 24:19-22. "When you are harvesting in your field and you overlook a sheaf, 
do not go back to get it. Leave it for the alien, the fatherless and the widow, so that the Lord 
your God may bless you in all the work of your hands. When you beat the olives from your trees, 
do not go over the branches a second time. Leave what remains for the alien, the fatherless and 
the widow. When you harvest the grapes in your vineyard, do not go over the vines again. 
Leave what remains for the alien, the fatherless and the widow. Remember that you were slaves 
in Egypt. That is why I command you to do this." 
 
God gave his people some very special rules, so that no one would go without food. Foreigners, 
orphans, widows and other poor people could gather leftovers from the fields. In fact, the rule 
said that the farmers could only go through the fields one time to pick the vegetable, fruits, or 
grain. Anything they missed had to be left for the poor. Let me give you an example. Let's 
pretend this is grain, and I am going to give one of you a cup of grain. (Have one volunteer cup 
his/her hands together over the bowl, and pour a half-liter or more of birdseed into their hands 
so that a large amount spills over.) 
 
What you have in your hand is like what the farmers gathered the first time through the field. 
Look at all that was left over that fell into the bowl. This is like the grain in the field that was 
missed and left for the poor. There is a well-known story in the Bible about a widow named 
Ruth. Because she did not have a husband, nor owned land, she needed to gather leftover grain 
to eat. She was able to do this in the field of a very generous man named Boaz. Because 
everyone is special to God, He does not want to see anyone go hungry. 

  



CONSIDER THE BIRDS 
A craft to show how God provides for those He loves in special ways. 

TOPICS: 
Caring, Helping, Kindness, Provision, 
Serving, Sharing 

MATERIALS: 
Bag of Birdseed 
Large jar of peanut butter* 
Large craft sticks** 
Ribbon 
Plastic knives, bowl and 
plastic lunch bags 
 

DURATION: 
Approximately 15 minutes 

 

PREPARATION: 
Before class, drill a hole, (about 1/8 inch in diameter) through one end of each craft stick. Cut 
ribbons into 12-inch lengths, one for each child. During class, pour the birdseed into the bowl, 
and give one craft stick, ribbon and plastic knife to each child. 
 
Note: This craft is ideal to use following the object talk (No Leftovers)  

WHAT YOU WILL DO: 
Each child will take one craft stick and a piece of ribbon, and fasten the ribbon through the hole 
on the end of the craft stick. Then they will take a plastic knife and spread peanut butter 
generously all over the craft stick. Finally, they will roll the peanut butter covered craft stick into 
the birdseed. Place each finished craft into a plastic bag for safekeeping until getting home. At 
home, the kids can hang their craft on a tree limb using the ribbon, making a very nice treat for 
the birds. 

As the children are making their bird feeder, share the following thoughts and verse. God 
provides for all of His creation in many different ways. This time God is using each of you to help 
bring food to his dear birds. And the birds will love these treats. However, we are much more 
valuable than birds to God. So how much more will he take care of us? Because He loves us so 
much, and cares so much for us, we should remember to give Him thanks all the time. The Bible 
says, "Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?" (Matthew 6:26) 
 
*Make sure no one is allergic to peanuts. If so, you can substitute shortening. 
**Available at most arts and craft stores. 

  



YOU HELPED ME 
The world can be a lonely place; wouldn't it be nice if each of us cared for one another? 

TOPICS: 
Giving, Helping, Serving, Sharing 

MATERIALS: 
Card sheet 1 [ATTACHED]  
Card Sheet 2 [ATTACHED]  
Pencils 

DURATION: 
Approximately 10 minutes 

 

PREPARATION 
Before class, print out copies of card sheet #1 and card sheet #2, and cut out each card. Every 
child will need one card from both card sheets.    

WHAT YOU WILL DO: 
Handout card sheet #1 and have the children answer the questions. Assist them as needed. 
Once all the students have finished answering the questions, read Matthew 25:35-36 out of your 
Bible. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Matthew 25:35-36 

For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something 
to drink, 

I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, 
I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.' 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

After you finish reading the scripture, hand out card sheet # 2. The children will use their 
answers from card sheet #1 to fill in the blanks on card sheet #2. Instruct the kids to take their 
first answer and use it to fill in the first blank, their second answer to fill in the second blank and 
so on until they have completed card sheet #2. 

Once everyone is finished, have the children take turns reading their copies of card sheet #2 to 
the rest of the class. Then, finish by reading Matthew 25:35-36 from the Bible again. 

Discussion Questions: 
    1. How would you feel if someone shared food with you when you were hungry? 
    2. Have you ever been really thirsty? Did you appreciate the drink when you finally got one? 
    3. Can we be hungry and thirsty for God? 
    4. How can life without God be like a prison? 
    5. Can you think of any ways we could help people get to know God? 



You Helped Me. - Worksheet #1 
  (Cut out) 

   
 
1. What is your favorite candy bar? _____________  

2. What is your favorite type of drink? _____________  
 
3. What kind of building would you like to live in? _____________  

4. What is your favorite article of clothing? __________________ 

5. How could someone make you feel better if you were sick? __________________ 
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You Helped Me. - Worksheet #2 
  (Cut out) 

   
 
For I was hungry and you gave me _________________________ to eat,  

I was thirsty and you gave me _________________________________,  

I was a stranger and you invited me in to your ______________________, 

I needed clothes and you gave me your ___________________________,  

I was sick and you _____________________________ and looked after me,  

I was in prison and you came to visit me. 
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I needed clothes and you gave me your ___________________________,  

I was sick and you _____________________________ and looked after me,  

I was in prison and you came to visit me. 
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