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ACTS 20 (KING JAMES VERSION) 

1 And after the uproar was ceased, Paul called unto him the disciples, and embraced 
them, and departed for to go into Macedonia. 

2 And when he had gone over those parts, and had given them much exhortation, he 
came into Greece, 

3 And there abode three months. And when the Jews laid wait for him, as he was about to 
sail into Syria, he purposed to return through Macedonia. 

While in Greece, Paul spent much of his time in Corinth. From there he wrote the letter to the 
Romans. Although Paul had not yet been to Rome, believers had already started a church there 
(2:10; 18:2). Paul wrote to tell this church that he planned to visit them. In his letter to the Romans, 
Paul presents a theological essay on the meaning of faith and salvation, an explanation of the 
relationship between Jews and Gentiles in Christ, and a list of practical guidelines for the church. 

4 And there accompanied him into Asia Sopater of Berea; and of the Thessalonians, 
Aristarchus and Secundus; and Gaius of Derbe, and Timotheus; and of Asia, Tychicus 
and Trophimus. 

These men who were traveling with Paul represented churches that Paul had started in Asia. Each 
man was carrying an offering from his home church to be given to the believers in Jerusalem. Having 
each man deliver his church’s gift provided accountability, greater safety on the trip, and a personal 
touch that strengthened the unity of the believers. This was also an effective way to teach the church 
about giving, because the men were able to report back to their churches the ways God was working 
through their generosity. Paul discussed the gift to Jerusalem in one of his letters to the Corinthian 
church (see 2 Corinthians 8:1-21). 

5 These going before tarried for us at Troas. 

6 And we sailed away from Philippi after the days of unleavened bread, and came unto 
them to Troas in five days; where we abode seven days. 

The use of us and we here shows that this is where Luke (the author of Acts) again joined the group 
traveling with Paul. The most recent we occurred in Acts 16. 
Jewish believers celebrated the Passover (which was immediately followed by the Festival of 
Unleavened Bread) according to Moses’ instructions (see Exodus 12:43-51) even if they couldn’t be 
in Jerusalem for the occasion. 

7 And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, 
Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until 
midnight. 

8 And there were many lights in the upper chamber, where they were gathered together. 



9 And there sat in a window a certain young man named Eutychus, being fallen into a 
deep sleep: and as Paul was long preaching, he sunk down with sleep, and fell down 
from the third loft, and was taken up dead. 

These lamps were candles in lanterns. The combination of the heat from the candles and the number 
of people gathered in the upstairs room probably made the room very warm. The hour was late, and 
Paul had spoken for a long time. All of these factors would be enough for just about anyone to 
become drowsy. Eutychus was probably somewhere between 8 and 14 years old. 

10 And Paul went down, and fell on him, and embracing him said, Trouble not yourselves; 
for his life is in him. 

11 When he therefore was come up again, and had broken bread, and eaten, and talked a 
long while, even till break of day, so he departed. 

12 And they brought the young man alive, and were not a little comforted. 

13 And we went before to ship, and sailed unto Assos, there intending to take in Paul: for 
so had he appointed, minding himself to go afoot. 

14 And when he met with us at Assos, we took him in, and came to Mitylene. 

15 And we sailed thence, and came the next day over against Chios; and the next day we 
arrived at Samos, and tarried at Trogyllium; and the next day we came to Miletus. 

16 For Paul had determined to sail by Ephesus, because he would not spend the time in 
Asia: for he hasted, if it were possible for him, to be at Jerusalem the day of Pentecost. 

Paul had missed attending the Passover in Jerusalem, so he was especially interested in arriving on 
time for Pentecost, which was 50 days after Passover (see the note on 2:1). He was carrying with 
him gifts for the Jerusalem believers from churches in Asia and Greece (see Romans 15:25-26; 
1 Corinthians 16:1-24; 2 Corinthians 8–9). The Jerusalem church was experiencing difficult times. 
Paul may have been anxious to deliver this gift to the believers at Pentecost because it was a day 
of celebration and thanksgiving to God for his provision. 

17 And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church. 

18 And when they were come to him, he said unto them, Ye know, from the first day that I 
came into Asia, after what manner I have been with you at all seasons, 

19 Serving the LORD with all humility of mind, and with many tears, and temptations, which 
befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews: 

20 And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have shewed you, and 
have taught you publicly, and from house to house, 

21 Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith 
toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 



Paul served humbly and with many tears, but he never quit or gave up. The message of salvation 
was so important that he never missed an opportunity to share it. He preached his message with 
boldness in different ways to fit different audiences, always keeping the message the same: Repent 
(turn away from sin) and turn to God by faith in Jesus Christ. The Christian life will have its adversity, 
tears, and sorrows as well as joys. But just like Paul, we should always be ready to boldly tell others 
the good things God has done for us because of the Good News of salvation. 

22 And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that 
shall befall me there: 

23 Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions 
abide me. 

The Holy Spirit showed Paul that he would be imprisoned and experience suffering. Even knowing 
this, Paul did not shrink from fulfilling his mission. His strong character was a good example to the 
Ephesian elders, some of whom would also suffer for Jesus. Be encouraged by Paul’s testimony, 
especially if you experience doubts or setbacks in the tasks you believe God has assigned to you. 

24 But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I 
might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord 
Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God. 

We often feel that life is a failure unless we’re getting a lot out of it—recognition, fun, money, success. 
But Paul considered life worth nothing unless he used it to accomplish the work God had assigned 
to him. That is what he wanted to be known for. What is your identity built upon? Who are you in 
God’s eyes? Humbly ask him to show you how he sees you. 
Paul rejoiced in sharing the Good News of the wonderful grace of God. God’s grace is his 
undeserved favor, freely given, that transforms us by no power of our own. Receiving God’s grace, 
most visibly given in the forgiveness of our sins through the death and resurrection of Jesus, changes 
our lives and motivation. We have new life in Christ! Grace enables each of us to have a relationship 
with God, a heart of thankfulness, and a humbled spirit before our sovereign king. 
Single-mindedness is a quality needed by anyone who wishes to do God’s work. The single most 
important goal of Paul’s life was to tell others about Christ (Philippians 3:7-13). God is looking for 
more men and women who will focus on this one great task God has given us to do. 

25 And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom 
of God, shall see my face no more. 

26 Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men. 

27 For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God. 

28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy 
Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased 
with his own blood. 

29 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not 
sparing the flock. 



30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away 
disciples after them. 

31 Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn 
every one night and day with tears. 

32 And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able 
to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified. 

33 I have coveted no man's silver, or gold, or apparel. 

Paul was satisfied with whatever he had, wherever he was, as long as he could do God’s work. If 
you focus more on what you don’t have than on what you do have, it’s time to reexamine your 
priorities and put God’s work back in first place. We live in a culture of instant gratification. If we want 
something, we can often have it immediately. The Bible never promises such instant material 
satisfaction. Instead, God promises internal and eternal comfort and contentment. Examine your 
priorities, let go of everything you have coveted, and ask God to help you find peace and satisfaction 
in the blessings he has given you. 

34 Yea, ye yourselves know, that these hands have ministered unto my necessities, and to 
them that were with me. 

Paul was a tentmaker, and he supported himself with this trade. Paul did not work to become 
rich but to be free from being dependent on anyone. He supported himself and others who 
traveled with him (he also mentions this in some of his letters; see Philippians 4:11-13; 1 
Thessalonians 2:9). 

35 I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and 
to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to 
receive. 

These words of Jesus are not recorded in the Gospels. Obviously, not all of Jesus’ words were 
written down (John 21:25); this saying may have been passed on orally through the apostles. 

36 And when he had thus spoken, he kneeled down, and prayed with them all. 

37 And they all wept sore, and fell on Paul's neck, and kissed him, 

38 Sorrowing most of all for the words which he spake, that they should see his face no 
more. And they accompanied him unto the ship. 

Paul’s relationship with these believers is a beautiful example of Christian fellowship. He had cared 
for them, loved them, and even cried over their needs. They responded with love and care for him 
and sorrow about his leaving. They had prayed together and comforted one another. All believers 
are brothers and sisters in the Lord—one big family. Like Paul, you can build strong relationships 
with other Christians by sharing, mourning, rejoicing, and praying with them. You will gather others 
around you only by giving yourself away to them. 
 



Luke 18:11-15 (MSG) 
11-12 “This story is about some of those people. The seed is the Word of God. The seeds 
on the road are those who hear the Word, but no sooner do they hear it than the Devil 
snatches it from them so they won’t believe and be saved. 

13 “The seeds in the gravel are those who hear with enthusiasm, but the enthusiasm 
doesn’t go very deep. It’s only another fad, and the moment there’s trouble it’s gone. 

14 “And the seed that fell in the weeds—well, these are the ones who hear, but then the 
seed is crowded out and nothing comes of it as they go about their lives worrying about 
tomorrow, making money, and having fun. 

15 “But the seed in the good earth—these are the good-hearts who seize the Word and 
hold on no matter what, sticking with it until there’s a harvest. 

"So how do you know where and what you worship? It's easy!  You simply follow the trail of 
your time, your affections, your energy, your money and your loyalty.   At the end of that trail, 
you'll find a throne; and whatever, or whomever, is on that throne is what's the highest value 
to you.  On that throne is what you worship.  Let's take an inventory of ourselves!" 
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