
Bible Study August 11, 2021 
ACTS 10 (NEW KING JAMES VERSION) 

 
Cornelius Sends a Delegation 

1 There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of what was called 
the Italian Regiment,  

Caesarea, sometimes called Palestinian Caesarea, was located on the coast of the Mediterranean 
Sea, 32 miles north of Joppa. The largest and most important port city on the Mediterranean in 
Palestine, Caesarea served as the capital of the Roman province of Judea. This was the first city 
to have Gentile Christians and a non-Jewish church. 
Cornelius was a Roman centurion, a commander of 100 soldiers. He held great authority and 
influence among the Gentiles. Although stationed in Caesarea, Cornelius would probably return 
soon to Rome. Thus, his conversion was a major stepping-stone for spreading the Good News to 
the empire’s capital city. 

2 a devout man and one who feared God with all his household, who gave alms 
generously to the people, and prayed to God always.  

What will happen to people who have never heard about Jesus? This question is often asked in 
the context of God’s justice—would God really condemn a person who never had the opportunity 
to hear the Good News? While we cannot fully know the mind of God, we do know from Scripture 
that God is loving, merciful, and just, and that he wants all people to come to him (2 Peter 3:9). 
Cornelius did not know about Jesus as the Messiah, but he was seeking God, and he was reverent 
and generous, and God sent Peter to tell him about Jesus. Cornelius’s story demonstrates God’s 
willingness to use extraordinary means to reach those who desire to know him. 

3 About the ninth hour of the day he saw clearly in a vision an angel of God coming in and 
saying to him, “Cornelius!” 

Cornelius had a vision featuring a heavenly messenger. God spoke to other people in the Bible 
through a variety of means—the burning bush of Moses (Exodus 3:1-4), the talking donkey of 
Balaam (Numbers 22:21-30), the gentle whisper heard by Elijah (1 Kings 19:11-14), the strange 
object lessons of Jeremiah (Jeremiah 13:1-11). Simply put, God speaks to his people in 
remarkably different ways—through the written Scriptures, through the words of others, through 
circumstances and events. God can even speak using dreams, visions, and angels. Which of 
these methods has God used in your life? 

4 And when he observed him, he was afraid, and said, “What is it, lord?” 

So he said to him, “Your prayers and your alms have come up for a memorial before God. 
5 Now send men to Joppa, and send for Simon whose surname is Peter. 6 He is lodging 
with Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the sea. He will tell you what you must do.” 
7 And when the angel who spoke to him had departed, Cornelius called two of his 



household servants and a devout soldier from among those who waited on him 
continually. 8 So when he had explained all these things to them, he sent them to Joppa. 

Peter’s Vision 

9 The next day, as they went on their journey and drew near the city, Peter went up on the 
housetop to pray, about the sixth hour. 10 Then he became very hungry and wanted to 
eat; but while they made ready, he fell into a trance 11 and saw heaven opened and an 
object like a great sheet bound at the four corners, descending to him and let down to the 
earth. 12 In it were all kinds of four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, creeping 
things, and birds of the air. 13 And a voice came to him, “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” 

14 But Peter said, “Not so, Lord! For I have never eaten anything common or unclean.” 

15 And a voice spoke to him again the second time, “What God has cleansed you must 
not call common.” 16 This was done three times. And the object was taken up into heaven 
again. 

Steeped in Jewish tradition and filled with certain biases, Peter was convinced his views on the 
Gentiles were correct. He needed a three-part heavenly vision from God to change his mind. One 
of the most basic and practical lessons from this encounter is that when God speaks, we must not 
challenge what he says. Doubting God is the rebellion of Eden. When God says something is so, 
we must not debate with him. The right response is humble submission to his revealed truth. Are 
you trying to argue with God over some point that he has already made clear? 

Summoned to Caesarea 

17 Now while Peter wondered within himself what this vision which he had seen meant, 
behold, the men who had been sent from Cornelius had made inquiry for Simon’s house, 
and stood before the gate. 18 And they called and asked whether Simon, whose surname 
was Peter, was lodging there. 

19 While Peter thought about the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Behold, three men are 
seeking you. 20 Arise therefore, go down and go with them, doubting nothing; for I have 
sent them.” 

According to Jewish law, certain foods were forbidden to be eaten (see Leviticus 11). Eating these 
creatures made a person unclean, so he or she would be unable to worship God publicly or be in 
the presence of other Jews until he or she performed the rites for becoming ceremonially clean 
again. The food laws made it difficult for Jews to eat with Gentiles without becoming defiled. In fact, 
the Gentiles themselves were seen as unclean. God used this vision of unclean foods to show 
Peter that he should not look upon the Gentiles as inferior or unclean people. At this point, Jewish 
believers also thought that only Jews or converts to Judaism could become followers of Jesus. The 
thought never would have occurred to Peter that a Gentile Roman officer could become a 
Christian. 

21 Then Peter went down to the men who had been sent to him from Cornelius, and said, 
“Yes, I am he whom you seek. For what reason have you come?” 



22 And they said, “Cornelius the centurion, a just man, one who fears God and has a good 
reputation among all the nation of the Jews, was divinely instructed by a holy angel to 
summon you to his house, and to hear words from you.” 23 Then he invited them in and 
lodged them. 

Cornelius was religious, devoted, generous, respected, and sincere (10:1-2), but he was still 
spiritually separated from God because of sin. We must be careful not to equate earnestness with 
righteousness before God. Luke provides specific details in Cornelius’s story to show how much 
God wants us to be saved. But he will not force us. God sent Peter to this Roman family in order to 
present the truth about salvation for all people through Jesus. Look at how God even orchestrated 
the timing of Peter’s vision and the angel’s visit to Cornelius. Even the length of Peter’s journey 
gave time for Cornelius to invite friends and family to his home so more people could hear this 
amazing message of grace. 

On the next day Peter went away with them, and some brethren from Joppa accompanied 
him. 

Peter Meets Cornelius 

24 And the following day they entered Caesarea. Now Cornelius was waiting for them, and 
had called together his relatives and close friends. 25 As Peter was coming in, Cornelius 
met him and fell down at his feet and worshiped him. 26 But Peter lifted him up, saying, 
“Stand up; I myself am also a man.” 27 And as he talked with him, he went in and found 
many who had come together. 28 Then he said to them, “You know how unlawful it is for a 
Jewish man to keep company with or go to one of another nation. But God has shown me 
that I should not call any man common or unclean. 29 Therefore I came without objection 
as soon as I was sent for. I ask, then, for what reason have you sent for me?” 

30 So Cornelius said,  “Four days ago I was fasting until this hour; and at the ninth hour I 
prayed in my house, and behold, a man stood before me in bright clothing, 31 and said, 
‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard, and your alms are remembered in the sight of 
God. 32 Send therefore to Joppa and call Simon here, whose surname is Peter. He is 
lodging in the house of Simon, a tanner, by the sea. When he comes, he will speak to 
you.’ 33 So I sent to you immediately, and you have done well to come. Now therefore, we 
are all present before God, to hear all the things commanded you by God.” 

Preaching to Cornelius’ Household 

34 Then Peter opened his mouth and said: “In truth I perceive that God shows no 
partiality. 35 But in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is accepted 
by Him.  

Perhaps the greatest barrier to the spread of the Good News in the first century was the Jewish-
Gentile conflict. Most of the early believers were Jewish, and they thought it scandalous even to 
think of associating with Gentiles. But God told Peter to take the Good News to a Roman, and 
Peter obeyed despite his background and personal feelings. (Later, Peter struggled with this again; 
see Galatians 2:11-14.) God was making it clear that the Good News of Jesus is for everyone! We 
should not allow any barrier—language, culture, race, geography, economic level, or education 



level—to keep us from telling others about what Jesus has accomplished for all peoples and 
nations. 
Every nation has people who are restless for God, ready to receive the Good News, but someone 
must take it to them (Romans 10:14-15). Seeking God is not enough—people must find him. How 
then shall seekers find God without someone to point the way? Ask God to reveal a way for you to 
share the truth about Jesus with someone who desperately wants to know it. 

36 The word which God sent to the children of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus 
Christ—He is Lord of all— 37 that word you know, which was proclaimed throughout all 
Judea, and began from Galilee after the baptism which John preached: 38 how God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing 
good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. 39 And we 
are witnesses of all things which He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem, 
whom they killed by hanging on a tree. 40 Him God raised up on the third day, and showed 
Him openly, 41 not to all the people, but to witnesses chosen before by God, even to us 
who ate and drank with Him after He arose from the dead. 42 And He commanded us to 
preach to the people, and to testify that it is He who was ordained by God to be Judge of 
the living and the dead. 43 To Him all the prophets witness that, through His name, 
whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins.” 

Peter’s brief and powerful sermon contains a concise summary of the points of the Good News: 
Jesus’ perfect life of servanthood, his death on the cross, his resurrection (personally witnessed 
and experienced by Peter), his fulfillment of the Scriptures, the necessity of personal faith in him. A 
sermon or witness for Christ does not need to be long to be effective. It should be led by the Spirit 
and centered on Christ, the Way and the Truth and the Life (John 14:6). 
Two examples of prophets testifying about Jesus and his forgiveness of sins are Isaiah 52:13–
53:12 and Ezekiel 36:25-26. 

The Holy Spirit Falls on the Gentiles 

44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who 
heard the word.  

We don’t have to say certain words for Jesus to enter our lives. God knows us; he sees our hearts 
and minds. He knows when we truly believe in him. Notice that he sent the Holy Spirit the moment 
these people believed! 

45 And those of the circumcision who believed were astonished, as many as came with 
Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. 46 For 
they heard them speak with tongues and magnify God. 

Cornelius and Peter were very different people. Cornelius was a wealthy Gentile military man. 
Peter was a Jewish fisherman turned preacher. But God’s plan included both of them. In 
Cornelius’s house that day, a new chapter in Christian history was written as a Jewish Christian 
leader and a Gentile Christian convert each discovered something significant about God at work in 
the other person. Cornelius needed Peter in order to hear the Good News and know the way of 
salvation. Peter needed Cornelius in order to know that Gentiles were included in God’s plan. You 
and another believer may also need each other to understand how God works! 



 

Then Peter answered, 47 “Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be baptized who 
have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 And he commanded them to be 
baptized in the name of the Lord. Then they asked him to stay a few days. 

In this case, the people were baptized after they received the Holy Spirit, publicly declaring their 
allegiance to Christ and identification with the Christian community. 
Cornelius wanted Peter to stay with him for several days. He was a new believer and realized 
his need for teaching and fellowship with another believer. Such eagerness to learn more about 
Jesus is contagious. Reach out to other, more mature believers and invite them over! Ask 
questions, discuss what you are learning in the Bible, and glean wisdom from them. You will 
likely also discover that your desire to learn and grow will greatly encourage the mature 
believers in your life. 


