
Bible Study July 28, 2021 
ACTS 8 (ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION) 

Saul Ravages the Church 
1 And Saul approved of his execution. 

And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and 
they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the 
apostles. 2 Devout men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him. 3 But Saul 
was ravaging the church, and entering house after house, he dragged off men and 
women and committed them to prison. 

Philip Proclaims Christ in Samaria 
4 Now those who were scattered went about preaching the word.  

Persecution pushed the Christians beyond Jerusalem and into Judea and Samaria, thus fulfilling the 
second part of Jesus’ command. (Acts 1:8 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the end of the earth.”). The persecution helped spread the Good News. As believers were forced out 
of Jerusalem, along with them went the Good News that through Jesus, every Jew and Gentile could 
receive the gift of salvation. Sometimes God moves us out of our comfort zones. He closes doors 
and opens others to fulfill his plans for all people.  
 
5 Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ.  

This is not the apostle Philip but a Greek-speaking Jew, “well respected and . . . full of the Spirit and 
wisdom” (Acts 6:3), who was one of the seven men chosen to help with the food distribution program 
in the Jerusalem church (6:5). 
Acts 6:2-6 2 And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that 
we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. 3 Therefore, brothers, pick out from 
among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this 
duty. 4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5 And what they said 
pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and 
Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 
6 These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them. 
 
This is not the apostle Philip but a Greek-speaking Jew, “well respected and . . . full of the Spirit and 
wisdom” (Acts 6:3), who was one of the seven men chosen to help with the food distribution program 
in the Jerusalem church (6:5). 
The city of Samaria (in the region of Samaria) had been the capital of the northern kingdom of Israel 
in the days of the divided kingdom, before it was conquered by Assyria in 722 BC. During that war, 
the Assyrian king had taken many captives, leaving only the poorest people in the land and resettling 
it with foreigners. These foreigners had intermarried with the Jews who were left, and the mixed race 
became known as the Samaritans. The Samaritans were considered half-breeds by the “pure” Jews 
in the southern kingdom of Judah, and the two groups hated each other intensely. But Jesus himself 



went into Samaria (John 4), and he commanded his followers to spread the Good News there (Acts 
1:8). 
 
6 And the crowds with one accord paid attention to what was being said by Philip, when 
they heard him and saw the signs that he did. 7 For unclean spirits, crying out with a loud 
voice, came out of many who had them, and many who were paralyzed or lame were 
healed. 8 So there was much joy in that city. 

Jesus encountered and drove out many evil spirits during his ministry on earth. Evil spirits, or 
demons, are ruled by Satan. Most Bible interpreters believe that demons are fallen angels who joined 
Satan in his rebellion against God. Although they can be powerful, they are not able to read our 
minds and cannot be everywhere at once. Demons are real and active, but Jesus has authority over 
them, and he gave this authority to his followers. Although Satan is allowed to work in our world, God 
is in complete control. He can drive demons out and end their destructive work in people’s lives. 
Eventually Satan will be thrown into the lake of fire, forever ending his evil work in the world 
(Revelation 20:10). 

Simon the Magician Believes 
9 But there was a man named Simon, who had previously practiced magic in the city and 
amazed the people of Samaria, saying that he himself was somebody great. 10 They all 
paid attention to him, from the least to the greatest, saying, “This man is the power of 
God that is called Great.” 11 And they paid attention to him because for a long time he had 
amazed them with his magic. 12 But when they believed Philip as he preached good news 
about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men 
and women. 13 Even Simon himself believed, and after being baptized he continued with 
Philip. And seeing signs and great miracles performed, he was amazed. 

In the days of the early church, sorcerers and magicians were numerous and influential. They 
worked wonders, performed healings and exorcisms, and practiced astrology. Their wonders 
may simply have been magic tricks, or the sorcerers may have been empowered by Satan. 
(Matthew 24:23-24 23 Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There he is!’ do 
not believe it. 24 For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform great 
signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect.) 

14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, 
they sent to them Peter and John, 15 who came down and prayed for them that they might 
receive the Holy Spirit, 16 for he had not yet fallen on any of them, but they had only been 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then they laid their hands on them and they 
received the Holy Spirit.  

Peter and John were sent to Samaria to find out whether the Samaritans were truly becoming 
believers. The Jewish Christians, even the apostles, were still unsure whether Gentiles (non-Jews) 
and half-Jews could receive the Holy Spirit. Only after Peter’s experience with Cornelius (Acts 10) 
did the apostles become fully convinced that the Holy Spirit is for all people. God truly can change 
hearts and minds, so never give up hope that he can bring transformation to your nonbelieving 
friends and family or to your own heart and mind if you are struggling to believe or accept what you 
read in the Bible. 



This was a crucial moment for the spread of the Good News and for the growth of the church. Peter 
and John had to go to Samaria to help keep this new group of believers from becoming separated 
from other believers. When Peter and John saw the Lord working in these people, they were assured 
that the Holy Spirit works through all believers—Gentiles and people of mixed descent as well as 
“pure” Jews. 

18 Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles' 
hands, he offered them money, 19 saying, “Give me this power also, so that anyone on 
whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” 20 But Peter said to him, “May your 
silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift of God with money! 
21 You have neither part nor lot in this matter, for your heart is not right before God. 
22 Repent, therefore, of this wickedness of yours, and pray to the Lord that, if possible, 
the intent of your heart may be forgiven you. 23 For I see that you are in the gall of 
bitterness and in the bond of iniquity.” 24 And Simon answered, “Pray for me to the Lord, 
that nothing of what you have said may come upon me.” 

Simon thought he could buy the Holy Spirit’s power, but Peter harshly rebuked him. Why? The only 
way to receive God’s power is to do what Peter told Simon to do—repent, ask God for forgiveness, 
and be filled with his Spirit. No amount of money can buy salvation, forgiveness of sin, or God’s 
power. These things are only gained by repentance and belief in Christ as Savior. In addition, Simon 
apparently wanted the ability he was trying to purchase for selfish reasons: to have power, to make 
money, to gain prestige. God doesn’t give us abilities to enhance our own lives. He grants us gifts 
so that we may bring him glory by building up others. Instead of sitting around wishing for talents you 
don’t have, spend your time serving God and others with the gifts you do possess. 
The last time a parent or friend rebuked you, were you hurt, angry, or defensive? Learn a lesson 
from Simon and his reaction to what Peter told him. He exclaimed, “Pray to the Lord for me.” If you 
are rebuked for a serious mistake, it is for your good. Admit your error, repent quickly, and ask for 
prayer. 

25 Now when they had testified and spoken the word of the Lord, they returned to 
Jerusalem, preaching the gospel to many villages of the Samaritans. 

Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch 
26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that 
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 

Philip had a successful preaching ministry to great crowds in Samaria (8:5-8), but he obediently left 
that ministry to travel on a desert road. Because Philip went where God sent him, Ethiopia was 
opened up to the Good News.  
 
 27 And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of 
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to 
Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the 
prophet Isaiah.  

Ethiopia (known as Cush) was located in Africa south of Egypt. This eunuch was obviously very 
dedicated to God because he had traveled such a long distance to worship in Jerusalem. The Jews 
had had contact with Ethiopia in ancient days (Psalm 68:31; Jeremiah 38:7), so this man may have 



been a Gentile convert to Judaism. Because he was in charge of the treasury of Ethiopia, his 
conversion brought Christianity into the power structures of another government. This is the 
beginning of the witness “to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). 
 

29 And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 30 So Philip ran to him and 
heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are 
reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip 
to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was 
this: 

The man begged Philip to explain a passage of Scripture that he didn’t understand. When we have 
difficulty understanding the Bible, we should ask others to help us. We must never let our insecurity 
or pride get in the way of the absolute importance of comprehending God’s Word. If we ask for help, 
God will surely send us the help we need. 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter 
    and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, 
    so he opens not his mouth. 
33 In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
    Who can describe his generation? 
For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

34 And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, 
about himself or about someone else?” 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning 
with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus.  

Philip found the Ethiopian man reading Scripture. Taking advantage of this opportunity to explain the 
Good News, Philip asked the man if he understood what he was reading. Philip (1) followed the 
Spirit’s leading, (2) began the discussion from where the man was (immersed in the prophecies of 
Isaiah), and (3) explained how Jesus Christ fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecies. When we share the Good 
News, we should start where the other person’s concerns are focused. 
Some think that the Old Testament is not relevant today, but Philip led this man to faith in Jesus 
Christ by using the Old Testament. Jesus Christ is found in the pages of both the Old and New 
Testaments. 

36 And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, 
“See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 38 And he commanded the 
chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he 
baptized him.  

Baptism is a sign of identification with Jesus and with the Christian community. Although Philip was 
the only witness, it was still important for the eunuch to take this step. 
39 And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the 
eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, 
and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
Azotus is Ashdod, one of the ancient Philistine capitals. Philip probably lived in Caesarea for the next 
20 years (21:8). 


	Bible Study July 28, 2021 ACTS 8 (ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION)
	Saul Ravages the Church
	Philip Proclaims Christ in Samaria
	Simon the Magician Believes
	Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch


