
Bible Study June 23, 2021 
ACTS 3 (ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION) 

THE MESSAGE BEHIND THE MIRACLE 
 

THE MIRACLE 
1 Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. 
2 And a man lame from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the 
temple that is called the Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those entering the temple. 

The Jews observed three times of prayer—morning (the third hour, about 9:00 a.m.), afternoon (the 
ninth hour, about 3:00 p.m.), and evening (sunset). At these times devout Jews and Gentiles who 
believed in God would pause to pray. 
The Beautiful Gate was an entrance to the Temple, not to the city. It was one of the favored 
entrances, and many people passed through it on their way to worship. Giving money to people 
who were poor was considered praiseworthy in the Jewish religion, so the man begging wisely 
placed himself where he would be seen by the most people who were on their way to worship at 
the Temple. 

 



 

 

3 Seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked to receive alms. 4 And 
Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, “Look at us.” 5 And he fixed his 
attention on them, expecting to receive something from them.  

The man asked for money, but Peter gave him something much better—the use of his legs. We 
often ask God to solve small problems, but he wants to give us a whole new life and help for all 
our problems.  

6 But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you. In the name 
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” 7 And he took him by the right hand and 
raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. 8 And leaping up, 
he stood and began to walk, and entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and 
praising God. 9 And all the people saw him walking and praising God, 10 and recognized 
him as the one who sat at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, asking for alms. And they 
were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him. 

• When we see people in need, give what you have.  
• v.6 Rise take up your bed and walk: 

In John 5:7-9 when Jesus also raised a lame man 
John 5:7-9 (ESV) 
7 The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the 
water is stirred up, and while I am going another steps down before me.” 8 Jesus 



said to him, “Get up, take up your bed, and walk.” 9 And at once the man was 
healed, and he took up his bed and walked. 

o The disciples are continuing to do the ministry that Jesus started.  In the name of 
Jesus of Nazareth. 

 
• Took him by the hand and raised him up, and His Feet and Ankles were made 

strong. 
o Faith and action – raised him up by his hands. What actions do you have that 

match your words? He prayed and then grabbed and pulled him up. 
o The man went from Lame to Leaping. When God changes your season when 

your moment occurs what is your response? He stood, walked, leaped and 
praised God. 
 

• This way was a common way for people to enter the temple. It is possible that Jesus 
and his disciples went to the temple this way before.  

THE MESSAGE 
Peter Speaks in Solomon's Portico 
11 While he clung to Peter and John, all the people, utterly astounded, ran together to 
them in the portico called Solomon's. 12 And when Peter saw it he addressed the people: 
“Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our 
own power or piety we have made him walk?  

• It was not the power or piety (godliness) of Peter or John it was the name of Jesus that 
has the authority. The power the authority is in the name of Jesus. 

• “In the name of Jesus Christ” means “by the authority of Jesus Christ.” The apostles were 
doing this healing through the Holy Spirit’s power, in the name of Jesus.  

 
13 The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, 
glorified his servant Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of 
Pilate, when he had decided to release him. 14 But you denied the Holy and Righteous 
One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, 15 and you killed the Author of life, 
whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16 And his name—by faith in 
his name—has made this man strong whom you see and know, and the faith that is 
through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in the presence of you all. 

1. Jesus is Messiah the promised Son of God, the Holy and Righteous One 
2. Jesus was killed 
3. God Raised Jesus from the Dead and Now he has victory over Death 

 
17 “And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18 But 
what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus 
fulfilled.  



• Peter tells them, I see that you acted in ignorance, they expected Jesus to come as a 
king to overthrow the Romans and establish his kingship, but Jesus came as a 
suffering servant. But God foretold how the Messiah would come… 

Isaiah 53:3-6 (ESV) 
3 He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with 

grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we 
esteemed him not. 4 Surely, he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet 
we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.  5 But he was pierced 
for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the 
chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. 
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own 
way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

19 Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, 20 that times of 
refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ 
appointed for you, Jesus, 21 whom heaven must receive until the time for restoring all 
the things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago.  

Repent: μετανοέω  
Meta - After/Against - Noew think, comprehend, consider 
Think differently afterwards, Reconsider and change your thoughts attitude or behavior  

When you Repent: 

1. Your sins maybe blotted out 
2. Your refreshing may come from the presence of God 

When we repent, God promises not only to cleanse us of our sins but also to bring spiritual 
refreshment. If you seek him, God will refresh you, renew your spirit, fill you with hope, and 
overwhelm you with his promises. 
John the Baptist had prepared the way for Jesus by preaching that people should repent of (turn 
away from) their sins. The apostles’ message of salvation also included the call for people to repent, 
acknowledging their sin and turning away from it. Many people want the benefits Jesus offers 
without admitting their own disobedience and turning from sin. The key to receiving forgiveness is 
confessing your sin and turning from it (see 2:38). Do this now if you haven’t before! Jesus is alive, 
and he will forgive you, removing your sin and guilt. 
The “time for the final restoration of all things” refers to the second coming of Jesus, the Last 
Judgment, and the removal of sin from the world. 

22 Moses said, ‘The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brothers. 
You shall listen to him in whatever he tells you. 23 And it shall be that every soul who 
does not listen to that prophet shall be destroyed from the people.’  

Most Jews thought that only Joshua was the Prophet predicted by Moses (Deuteronomy 18:15-
19). Peter was declaring that the Prophet was also Jesus Christ. Peter wanted to show that their 
long-awaited Messiah had come! 



Deuteronomy 18:15-19 (ESV) 
15 “The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, 
from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen— 16 just as you desired of the 
LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not 
hear again the voice of the LORD my God or see this great fire any more, lest I die.’ 
17 And the LORD said to me, ‘They are right in what they have spoken. 18 I will raise 
up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put my words 
in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. 19 And whoever 
will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I myself will require it 
of him. 

24 And all the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel and those who came after him, 
also proclaimed these days. 25 You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant that 
God made with your fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your offspring shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed.’ 26 God, having raised up his servant, sent him to you 
first, to bless you by turning every one of you from your wickedness.” 

The prophet Samuel had lived during the transition between the judges and the kings of Israel, and 
he was the first in a succession of prophets.  
God had promised Abraham that he would bless the world through Abraham’s descendants, the 
Jewish race (Genesis 12:3), from which the Messiah would come. God intended the Jewish nation 
to be a separate and holy people who would teach the world about God, introduce the Messiah, 
and then carry on his work in the world. After the days of Solomon, this nation gave up its mission 
to tell the world about God. In apostolic times, as well as in the time Jesus spent on earth, many 
Jews rejected their Messiah. God, however, still sent the gospel message to the Jews first, giving 
them every opportunity to understand the truth.  
 
Peter’s Gospel Message 

1) Jesus is Messiah the promised Son of God 
2) Jesus was killed 
3) God Raised Jesus from the Dead and Now he has victory over Death 
4) Repent to have your sins blotted out 
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