Asbury Tralls

December

! RSy AéAGKSAéél-ézy,iﬁKl-ﬂ Aslbouruyoo K
{dzyRF&d 0ST2NB / KNRadGYl ao S G2NR !

[ oy 2NRAY !'5 o002 2N (zap P h G ne:2 980s
02YS (26 NRO® Cmvrvch@b“r
tKS 20aSNXIyOS 2- a [ )
CNI YOS RdNAY3I (K¢ GldzNE & F aYS
i2 LINBLI NB F2NJ Of 5 E+‘AO&E'TA‘D’SOO‘“OO
08ST2NB ol Llkay 2y 5 i

CUK® ¢2RI & UKS ! | 590G 3 INB LIk

dza FT2NJ wWSadzau oAl 4 | 2 QBT =D Cih
KAd aSO2yR O2YAy3a YR (GKS HIE SIDECEN S EO
2F (GKS K2LISs LIS OSs t208 | 22 AEAQAC 21
22 NI RS ONARy3Ia (G2 Iff ONBL s CEIAET G - Al

) OT OU # WIGARR ! A
3 00AI E

Christmas Eve Servi
Tuesday, December

(For staff e-mail addresses please see
our website - www.asburyabq.org)
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[ Asbury - a Great Family Church and a Great Church Family! }



http://www.AsburyABQ.org
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A Word from Rev. Joe by embracing all of its traditions. If you have never done this

Editor’s note: This is an excerpt from the December 2018 Trails.

Sunday, December [1], marks the beginning of the
extraordinary Season of Advent. Each Sunday of Advent has
its distinctive theme: Christ’s coming in final victory (First
Sunday), John the Baptist (Second and Third Sundays), and
the events immediately preceding the birth of Jesus Christ
(Fourth Sunday). The word “Advent” derives from the Latin
adventus, which means “coming.” The season proclaims the
comings of the Christ- whose birth we prepare to celebrate
once again, who comes continually in Word and Spirit, and
whose return in final victory we anticipate. Each year, Advent
calls the community of faith to prepare for these comings.
Historically, the season was marked by fasts for preparation,
but there are many ways that you can prepare your hearts
and minds for the culminating joy of Christmas.

[ truly encourage you to welcome the Advent season with joy
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before, this is the year to start! Whether you are single or
living with a family, begin by purchasing or making a simple
Advent wreath (which can be found at Hobby Lobby or
Michael’s). The wreath contains four candles representing the
four Sundays leading to Christmas, and a center candle of
white, to remind us of the real presence of Jesus in our midst.
The wreath, because it is green, symbolizes life. The wreath,
because it is a circle, symbolizes God’s never-ending love. You
can make a wreath using a Styrofoam base, greenery, 4 purple
candles, and a white candle. If you do not have a Styrofoam
base, place your candles in candleholders, arrange them in a
circle, with the white candle in the middle, and place greenery
around the candles. Then use the Advent Family Devotions
(see below) and worship daily during Advent, lighting the
candles on your wreath. Continue each day thereafter by
reading and joyfully meditating on the scripture and
devotional...

[ am certain that if you adopt these meaningful Advent
practices, you will be RICHLY BLESSED- You will receive
Christ’s presence, mercy, and love in ways you never thought
possible! And you and your family will truly be prepared to
celebrate the arrival of our Messiah on Christmas Day.
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