
The Story of Ruth:

Ruth and Orpah, two women of Moab, had married 
two sons of Elimelech and Naomi, and had settled 
in Moab to escape a famine in Judah. The 
husbands of all three women die; Naomi plans to 
return to her home in Bethlehem and urges her 
daughters-in-law to return to their families. Orpah 
does so, but Ruth refuses to leave Naomi, declaring 
(Ruth 1:16–17), “Where you go, I will go; where you 
lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people, 
and your God my God. Where you die, I will 
die—there will I be buried.” Ruth accompanies 
Naomi to Bethlehem where they are faced with the 
challenge of living alone without husbands to 
provide for them. Ruth goes to gather grain behind 
harvesters in a �eld that just happened to belong 
to Boaz, a relative of Naomi’s. Naomi helps Ruth to 
appeal to Boaz, a godly man, which she does when 
she tells him, “Spread your covering over me. For 
you are of our family.” (Ruth 3:8). As a relative, Boaz 
had the right to buy (redeem) the portion of land 
that belonged to Naomi’s deceased husband, 
Elimelech, and in the process would also acquire 
Ruth as his wife.

There was another man who was a closer redeem-
er than Boaz (Ruth 3:12). Boaz spoke with him and 
he decided to allow Boaz to redeem Ruth, other-
wise his own inheritance would be in jeopardy 
(Ruth 4:6). Boaz redeems Naomi and Ruth, acquir-
ing everything that belonged to Elimelech. He 
marries Ruth, they have child named Obed, who 
“was the father of Jesse, the father of David” (Ruth 
4:17). It put her in the bloodline of Jesus Christ. 
Ruth is one of only �ve women mentioned in the 
genealogy of Jesus.

    

First, she showed determination

Ruth refused to leave Naomi! She told her that she 
would follow her, live with her, adopt the same 
family, have the same God, and die and be buried 
with her. She showed determination that she was 
never going to leave Naomi’s side, no matter what! 
The scripture says that Naomi, “saw,” Ruth’s deter-
mination. Determination can be seen and our 
enemy can see it too. Too many people allow 
someone to talk them out of their godly future. Too 
many are easily turned aside by the in�uence and 
words of other people. Too many people choose to 
walk away from the plans of God when the going 
gets tough. Galatians 6:9 says, “Do not let your-
selves get tired of doing good. If we do not give up, 
we will get what is coming to us at the right time.”

Next, she served sel�essly

Ruth 2:2 says, “One day Ruth the Moabite said to 
Naomi, “Let me go out into the harvest �elds to pick 
up the stalks of grain left behind by anyone who is 
kind enough to let me do it.” Naomi replied, “All 
right, my daughter, go ahead.”’ While Ruth was in 
the �elds, Boaz showed up and was amazed by her 
family loyalty, so he told her to continue to come to 
his �eld where she would be safe. Ruth fell at his 
feet and thanked him. Boaz was blessing her 
because she served sel�essly. Boaz continued to 
bless Ruth even more by providing her with lunch 
and by telling his harvesters to leave even more 
than normal for her. Not only did he bless her, he 
blessed her more than God required. Jesus served 
sel�essly and has called us to lay down our agendas 
and our desires, and even our lives to love, serve, 
and care for each other. 
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Finally, she displayed great courage

Naomi told Ruth to go take a bath, put on nice 
clothes, go down to where Boaz was sleeping, then 
lay by his feet and uncover them so he would wake 
up. Then she could propose marriage to him. Ruth 
then did as she was told. (Ruth 3:9-11) ‘“I am your 
servant, Ruth,” she replied. “Spread the corner of 
your covering over me, for you are my family 
redeemer.” 10 “The Lord bless you, my daughter!” 
Boaz exclaimed. “You are showing even more 
family loyalty now than you did before, for you 
have not gone after a younger man, whether rich 
or poor. 11 Now don’t worry about a thing, my 
daughter. I will do what is necessary, for everyone 
in town knows you are a virtuous woman.’
The Hebrew word for virtuous can be translated 
many ways...and one of them is courageous. Ruth 
has displayed great courage. Courage to come to 
Bethlehem. Courage to care for Naomi. Courage to 
propose to Boaz. Courage to keep her husband’s 
family name in tact. Courage doesn’t mean we lack 
fear. It means doing what God calls us to do in 
spite of fear. 

--Because of Dorcas’s testimony, her example, her 
witness...she inspired those around her. And because 
of Jesus, we have hope! No matter how dark and 
di�cult our situations may be HE is able to do 
immeasurably more than we could ever ask or think! 

Third, we see her impactful legacy

Acts 9:39 says,
“So Peter returned with them; and as soon as he 
arrived, they took him to the upstairs room. The 
room was �lled with widows who were weeping 
and showing him the coats and other clothes 
Dorcas had made for them.”

--Dorcas’ legacy was impactful because her walk 
matched her talk. She did not just say she loved 
people, she showed she loved people. 

Any �nally, her story was not over 

Acts 9:40-42 says,
“But Peter asked them all to leave the room; then 
he knelt and prayed. Turning to the body he said, 
“Get up, Tabitha.” And she opened her eyes! When 
she saw Peter, she sat up! 41 He gave her his hand 
and helped her up. Then he called in the widows 
and all the believers, and he presented her to them 
alive. 42 The news spread through the whole town, 
and many believed in the Lord.”

--The same Jesus that worked in Dorcas’ life and 
saved many people in that town is here today. You 
are loved, you are special, you are His masterpiece, 
& He has a plan for your life... no matter how 
hopeless you may feel, HE has a plan for you. 




