
PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY OF MINDEN, STATE OF LOUISIANA, TAKEN 

IN REGULAR SESSION HELD ON SEPTEMBER 8, 2020. 

 

 The Minden City Council met at City Hall, Minden, Louisiana, beginning at 5:30 

p.m. with the following members present:  Mayor Terry Gardner, Wayne Edwards, 

Terika Williams-Walker, Vincen Bradford, Keith Beard and Pam Bloxom.  Absent:  

None.  Mayor Gardner welcomed everyone to the meeting.  It is noted for the record that 

Mayor Terry Gardner allowed both council and public comments prior to every vote. 

Prayer was offered by Wayne Edwards and Vincen Bradford led the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

The meeting began with a Public Hearing on the proposed 2020/2021 Budget for 

the City of Minden.  An invitation was extended for comments and/or questions on the 

proposed budget.  No comments were heard from the audience, council comments were 

heard and after council comments, the Mayor declared the Public Hearing closed and the 

Regular Session convened. 

Mrs. Kristine Cole of the accounting firm of Wise, Martin & Cole presented the 

audit findings for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2019.  At the conclusion of the 

audit presentation, Wayne Edwards moved to accept the 2018/2019 audit for the fiscal 

year ending September 30, 2019, as presented by the accounting firm of Wise, Martin & 

Cole.  The motion was duly seconded by Pam Bloxom and carried unanimously. 

 Upon motion by Wayne Edwards and duly seconded by Pam Bloxom, the council 

adopted the minutes of Council Regular Session held on August 3, 2020, as presented, by 

the following vote:  Ayes:  Wayne Edwards, Keith Beard and Pam Bloxom.  Nays:  

Terika Williams-Walker and Vincen Bradford.  Absent:  None.  Abstain:  None. 

 Upon the recommendation of Police Chief Steve Cropper, Pam Bloxom moved to 

confirm Caitlyn Harrison as a police officer in the Minden Police Department, subject to 

passing all applicable tests.  The motion was duly seconded by Wayne Edwards and the 

vote was as follows:  Ayes:  Wayne Edwards, Vincen Bradford, Keith Beard and Pam 

Bloxom.  Nay:  Terika Williams-Walker.  Absent:  None.  Abstain:  None.  The motion 

carried. 

 Upon the recommendation of Building Official Brent Cooley and Mayor Terry 

Gardner, Wayne Edwards moved to appoint Mr. Michael Davis to the Minden Planning 



Commission, to replace Mr. Bobby Baker, and whose term will expire July of 2025.  The 

motion was duly seconded by Vincen Bradford and carried unanimously. 

 Vincen Bradford moved to approve the final plat for the lot split of property 

belonging to Annette Igo located at the south end of Jackson Street, as presented.  The 

motion was duly seconded by Wayne Edwards and carried unanimously. 

 Wayne Edwards moved to approve the final plat for the lot split of property 

belonging to Best Price Heating & Air located at U. S. Highway 80 and Deerfield 

Boulevard, as presented.  The motion was duly seconded by Pam Bloxom and carried 

unanimously. 

 Pam Bloxom moved to name the Minden Press-Herald as the Official Journal of 

the City of Minden, Louisiana.  The motion was duly seconded by Keith Beard and the 

vote was as follows:  Ayes:  Wayne Edwards, Keith Beard and Pam Bloxom.  Nays:  

Terika Williams-Walker and Vincen Bradford.  The motion carried. 

 Keith Beard moved to adopt a Resolution Adopting the City of Minden 

2020/2021 Budget, as presented.  The motion was duly seconded by Pam Bloxom.  

Wayne Edwards offered an amended motion to place this budget on hold until a later date 

this month so that the discrepancies identified in the budget can be corrected.  The 

amended motion was duly seconded by Terika Williams-Walker and the vote was as 

follows:  Ayes:  Wayne Edwards, Terika Williams-Walker and Vincen Bradford.  Nays:  

Keith Beard and Pam Bloxom.  The amended motion carried. 

 Upon motion by Wayne Edwards and duly seconded by Pam Bloxom, the council 

unanimously adopted a Resolution ordering and calling a special election to be held in the 

City of Minden, State of Louisiana, to authorize the continuation of a special tax in the 

Downtown Development District of the City of Minden; making application to the State 

Bond Commission in connection therewith; and providing for other matters in connection 

therewith, as presented.  Said Resolution is attached to and made a part of these minutes. 

 Upon motion by Pam Bloxom and duly seconded by Wayne Edwards, the council 

unanimously adopted a Resolution requesting that the Louisiana Department of 

Transportation and Development (LA DOTD) Division of Aviation provide funds 

required to complete the airport improvements at the Minden Airport specifically as 

described in the Capital Improvement Program Application for State Financial Assistance 



dated August 21, 2020, as presented.  Said resolution is attached to and made a part of 

these minutes. 

 Wayne Edwards moved to adopt Ordinance No. 1112, as presented, Levying 

Taxes of 5.46 Mills as General Alimony Tax on all Taxable Property located in the City 

of Minden, Louisiana for the year 2020.  Those Taxable Properties designated as a part of 

the Minden Downtown Development District will be assessed with an additional 2.00 

Mills, making a total of 7.46 Mills on those properties located in said District.  The 

motion was duly seconded by Pam Bloxom and carried unanimously. 

 The council voted unanimously in favor of awarding Bid No. 4-20, Sewer Jetter, 

to the lowest qualified bidder meeting all requirements, by motion of Pam Bloxom and 

duly seconded by Wayne Edwards. 

 Terika Williams-Walker moved to table the City of Minden Employee Manual, as 

presented, until a later date. The motion was duly seconded by Vincen Bradford and the 

vote was as follows:  Ayes:  Wayne Edwards, Terika Williams-Walker and Vincen 

Bradford.  Nays:  Keith Beard and Pam Bloxom.  The motion carried.  For the record, 

Pam Bloxom stated that she doesn’t believe that the employee manual should go before 

the council until it is authorized by a labor attorney to ensure that the manual is in 

compliance with all state and federal labor laws.  Otherwise, the city is just opening 

themselves up to law suits.  Terika Williams-Walker stated for the record that it has not 

been sixteen months since the Mayor recommended a labor lawyer review the manual.  

Vincen Bradford added that the city should hire a Human Resources person. 

 The police report for July of 2020 was unanimously accepted, as presented, by 

motion of Pam Bloxom and duly seconded by Wayne Edwards. 

Council comments were heard, there were no public comments, and the meeting 

was adjourned. 

______________________________ 

       Terry L. Gardner, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

______________________________ 

Martha Conly, Assistant City Clerk 


