
ROMANS 
Clear Answers to Tough Questions 

 

Toward the end of his career, the Apostle Paul wrote a letter to the Christians in Rome 
addressing rising questions about their faith. The situation inside this church had become dire. 
A few years earlier the Roman Emperor Claudius had expelled all Jews from the city (49 A.D.). 
After a brief exile, the Jews were allowed to return. Upon their arrival, the church became more 
fractured and divisive as the Jewish and Gentile cultures clashed inside this congregation. Paul 
wanted to heal this breach by bringing unity. The only sure way to achieve this unity was for the 
church to have a unified doctrine of the Gospel. Thus, Paul gives clear answers to tough 
questions on what the Gospel is, and why it matters for those who are believers in Jesus.  

Today, we are also living in a fractured culture. These fissures have cut their way into church as 
well. We are divided over many cultural issues. And these issues, while possessing temporary 
significance, are nowhere near as critical as the message of God saving sinners. Our hope in this 
study is the same as Paul the Apostle- that a multi-cultural church will be singularly unified 
around the Gospel of Jesus.  

We will travel through Paul’s letter to Rome by asking a series of questions that his letter 
addresses. Each Sunday will present a new question and Paul’s answer from his own writings.  

This is such an important series that we want all of you to be well equipped. This series will 
include a study workbook that will allow students of the Bible to go beyond the Sunday 
messages allowing them to dig deeper into this most critical letter.  

 

Method 

Each lesson is tied to the central question of each sermon and the lesson is broken down into 
five key steps. Each is critical in getting the most out of this important letter.  

Read: This first step seems so obvious that it should not need attention. But this is the moment 
that the Word of God becomes active inside of your life. We don’t absorb the word until we 
place the Bible’s message in our heart and mind. One recommendation here is to read the 
passage slowly, out loud, at least three times. This process will aid in the Bible student 
capturing the meaning more clearly.  

Absorb: Here we are wanting students to slowly digest the key words and phrases that appear 
in the text. We have provided a space for you to write out any developing thoughts and 
impressions. In some of the lessons we have assisted the reader with definition of key words. 

Discuss/Reflect: On the third step we are inviting everyone to ponder what the main message 
of the passage might be. If you are doing the study alone, this is a key time to do some 
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prayerful, deep thinking about the meaning and implications of the text. If you are in the group 
study, we are encouraging everyone to submit their perspective on the words and thoughts at 
hand. 

Act: God has not called us to just fill our brains with Bible knowledge. We are called to respond 
with obedience to the teaching of the Bible. In this section students will be challenged to put 
their ideas into action steps that week.  

Weekly Reading: The passages are cross references for the main passage. These verses will help 
reinforce and clarify the central theme from the sermon. Readers are encouraged to use the 
same process of Read, Absorb, Discuss/Reflect, and Act with each of these portions of 
Scripture. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
Romans, The Power of the Gospel 
 
Romans is considered the Constitution and 
By-Laws of the Christian faith. Martin 
Luther, in the preface to his Notes on 
Romans states, "This Epistle is the chief 
book of the New Testament, the purest 
Gospel. It deserves not only to be known 
word for word by every Christian, but to be 
the subject of his meditation day by day." 
And later he added, "a light and way into 
the whole Scriptures." One would find it 
challenging to overstate the supreme 
importance of this letter.  
 
Author  
Pauline authorship is held by almost all. Not 
only is he identified as such in the letter 
(1:1,5), but both the external and internal 
evidence indicate Pauline authorship. The 
letter is referred to as Paul's by the church 
Fathers (the pastors and theologians of the 
early church), and the early lists of New 
Testament books list Romans as one of 
Paul's letters. The internal evidence 
includes the strong linguistic and 
theological similarities to Paul's other 
letters.  
 
Date and Place of Origin  
From the description Paul gives of his 
circumstances, it is not difficult to place the 
writing of Romans relative to his journeys. 
He considered his church planting work in 
the Eastern part of the Roman empire to 
have been completed. He was about to set 
out for Jerusalem with the offerings 

collected from the churches of Macedonia 
and Achaia, before going on to Spain 
(15:18-28). This seems to match up nicely 
with his three months in Greece (i.e. 
Achaia) after passing through Macedonia 
(Acts 20:1-3; 24:17) during the third 
missionary journey. The possible dates for 
this time can be narrowed to A.D. 54-59, 
based on the events of Roman history that 
form the political background of Acts. It is 
likely, in view of Paul's close relationship 
with the Corinthian church, that he spent 
these three months in Corinth, the capital 
of the province of Achaia. Also pointing to 
Corinth are Paul’s mentions of Phoebe 
(16:11), a “servant of the church of 
Cenchrea,” Corinth’s eastern port, and 
Gaius (16:23), who may be the same one 
baptized by Paul in 1 Corinthians 1:14. as 
Cenchrea was Corinth's eastern port, and 
the Gaius mentioned in 16:23 may be the 
same one baptized by Paul in Corinth (1:14).  
 
Recipients  
Paul had never visited this congregation. 
Though Paul was familiar with the Roman 
culture, the people inside this assembly 
were unknown to him. What we do know is 
that the church consisted of both Jewish 
and Gentile Christians (15:7-12). Since there 
is no mention in Acts or any of the epistles 
of missionaries being sent to Rome, it was 
likely founded by ordinary Christians in the 
course of their travels. The origins of this 
congregation could possible be tied all the 
way back the exciting movement of the 
Holy Spirit at Pentecost; (Acts 2:5-11, esp v. 
10) 
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Occasion and Purpose  
Paul states his plan is to visit Rome and to 
spend some time in fellowship with the 
believers there before proceeding on to 
Spain (1:18-16; 15:14-33). Paul's purposes 
in writing the letter include the following: 
(1) inform the Roman Christians of his plans 
to visit them; (2) inform them of his plans to 
go to Spain, possibly with a view to securing 
their support; (3) solicit their prayers 
(15:30-32). The larger body of the letter 
(1:16b-15:13) is offered to create unity in 
the church around the theme of the Gospel. 
The relative length and completeness of the 
presentation may be due to the size and 
importance of this church. Perhaps Paul 
was also motivated by a desire to set down 
in comprehensive form a statement of his 
mature thinking and reflection on the 
Gospel, not only for the benefit of the 
church at Rome, but for the greater 
Christian community as well. His hope 
seems to be that a full articulation of the 
Gospel would aid in bringing much needed 
unity to this fractured church. 
 
Summary  
After identifying justification by faith as the 
theme of the letter in 1:16-17, Paul first lays 
out the cause of man's utter alienation from 
God--his sin. No man is righteous before 
God, but rather "Jews and Gentiles alike are 

all under the power of sin" (3:9). In light of 
this fact, the righteousness that comes from 
God through faith in Christ is the only 
means of justification (3:21-31). Abraham is 
no exception, for he also was justified by 
faith rather than works (4:1- 25). The life 
that results from justification is described in 
5:1-8:39. It is a life characterized by peace 
with God, due to our separation from Adam 
and union with Christ (5:1-21); a life 
characterized by obedience, since our 
justification, rather than giving us license to 
sin, actually frees us from the tyranny of sin 
(6:1-7:25); a life characterized by the 
indwelling of the Spirit and the certainty 
that the possibility of condemnation for the 
believer has been forever abolished (8:1-
39). Paul then discusses the status of the 
Jewish people before God, arguing that 
their rejection of Christ does not indicate 
the failure of God's promises. Rather, it 
reveals that God's promises apply only to 
those who are sons of Abraham through 
faith, demonstrating that salvation is 
according to the sovereign will of God. 
Although Israel has been cut off from God 
due to unbelief, her rejection is not final. 
Finally, Paul exhorts his readers to fulfill the 
duties of obedience to which Christians are 
called and concludes with greetings to 
individuals. 
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Question 1 
Can the Gospel change someone who hates Christianity? 

 
Main Verse: (Romans 1:1-7; Acts 8:3, 9:1-7) 
Key Thought: Paul arrives onto the scene of history with a head full of Bible knowledge and a 
heart full of disdain for this new Christian movement that has sprung up. He dedicates his 
energies to cutting down this Jewish-knock-off religion before it takes root. So, to say that Paul 
is no friend to Jesus followers is stating it mildly. But God has a way of calling people that we 
would overlook. In this week’s lesson we will see how God’s love can break into a person’s 
world, and thus reorient their priorities toward God’s righteous rule, and a life of service. Paul’s 
conversion story reminds us that any of us are potential servants. 

 
 
Read            
Romans 1:1-7 
Introduction and Greeting 
1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the Gospel of God— 2. 
the Gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures 3. regarding his 
Son, who as to his earthly life a was a descendant of David, 4. and who through the Spirit of 
holiness was appointed the Son of God in power by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 5. Through him we received grace and apostleship to call all the Gentiles to the 
obedience that comes from faith for his name’s sake. 6. And you also are among those Gentiles 
who are called to belong to Jesus Christ. 7. To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to 
be his holy people: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

Acts 8:3 
Saul’s Assault on the Believers 
3 But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off both men 
and women and put them in prison. 
 

Acts 9:1-7 
Saul’s Dramatic Conversion 
Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went 
to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found 
any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners 
to Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed 
around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you 



5 

 

persecute me?” 5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he 
replied. 6 “Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” 7 The men 
traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see anyone. 8 Saul 
got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes, he could see nothing. So, they led him 
by the hand into Damascus. 9 For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything. 
 
 

Absorb           
Write out some key words or phrases that appear.  
Do you see any action words? / What seems to be the central idea here in the two passages? 
 
 
 
 
 
Important Terms to Consider: 
Gospel - literally, “good news;” in the NT it denotes the good tidings of the kingdom of God and of 
salvation through Christ   
grace - “favor, goodwill, lovingkindness;” as used in reference to God’s favor toward man, it’s freeness is 
stressed; i.e., unmerited favor  
faith - “trust, conviction;” produced by God’s Word (Rom 10:17), it expresses itself through obedience 
and love (Rom 1:5; Gal 5:6) 
 
 

Discuss/Reflect         
1. What do you think of when you hear the word "servant"? 
2. How would you characterize Paul before he was a Christ-follower?  
3. What is Jesus’ attitude toward being a servant? (Mark 10:43-45; Luke 22:24-27)  
4. How do the attitudes of Paul (v. 1) and Jesus toward servanthood differ from those of most 

people 
5. What can you learn about the Gospel (literally, "good news") from this passage? (vv. 2-3)  
6. Why does it matter that the Gospel of Jesus Christ was anticipated in the Old Testament? (v. 

2; see Luke 24:25-27; Acts 26:22-23)  
7. Why do you think Paul specifies that Jesus' descendancy from David was "as to his earthly 

life"? (v.3) 
8. What does Jesus' resurrection reveal about him? (v. 4; see Acts 2:22-36)  
9. Why is it significant that Paul received his apostleship from God? (vv. 1, 5)  
10. What people were the primary "target audience" of Paul's ministry? 
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Act             
- Do you think of yourself as a servant of Christ? Of other people?  
- How does your life reflect this attitude, or lack of it?  
- How does knowing that God saved a sinner like Paul affect your treatment of those 

outside of Christ? 
- How did God call you to belong to Jesus Christ? How is your life different as a result? 
- Identify the forces that are preventing you from serving 

 
 
 
 
 

Weekly Reading           
One of the key words in this passage is relating to a call. Reflect on a passage each day this 
week. For each of the following verses, briefly state the purpose of God's call.   

• Romans 1:5-6,  
• Romans 8:28-30  
• 1 Corinthians 1:9  
• Colossians 3:15  
• 2 Thessalonians 2:14  

  

 
Notes            
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QUESTION 2 
Does it matter what you believe as long as you believe in something? 

 
Main Verse: Romans 1:8-17 
Key Thought: Rome was a pluralistic society. Her city limits teemed with all kinds of religious 
groups, and philosophies. Paul quickly asserts in his letter the one central idea changing the 
world- The Gospel. The Apostle forcefully asserts on the onset that this idea represents the 
power of God to bring salvation. But Paul also knows the importance of relationships with his 
church. In this section he balances a desire to be with his fellow believer but also to clarify the 
main goal- preach the Gospel.  

 
Read             
(Romans 1:8-17) 
Paul’s Longing to Visit Rome 
8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is being reported 
all over the world. 9 God, whom I serve in my spirit in preaching the Gospel of his Son, is my 
witness how constantly I remember you 10 in my prayers at all times; and I pray that now at 
last by God’s will the way may be opened for me to come to you. 11 I long to see you so that I 
may impart to you some spiritual gift to make you strong— 12 that is, that you and I may be 
mutually encouraged by each other’s faith. 13 I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and 
sisters, that I planned many times to come to you (but have been prevented from doing so until 
now) in order that I might have a harvest among you, just as I have had among the other 
Gentiles. 14 I am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and the foolish. 15 
That is why I am so eager to preach the Gospel also to you who are in Rome. 16 For I am not 
ashamed of the Gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who 
believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. 17 For in the Gospel the righteousness of God is 
revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous 
will live by faith.” 
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Absorb           
Write out some key words or phrases that appear.  
Do you see any action words? / What seems to be the central idea here? 
 
 
 
 
 
Important Terms to Consider: 
power - from the Greek word dunamis meaning strength, ability, having full capacity 
Gospel – this term literally means “good news”. The word was use throughout the Roman 
empire to refer to the message of military victory over a foreign foe.  

 
 
Discuss/Reflect           
 
1.Why do you think it was important for Paul to express his gratitude to the church at Rome (v. 
8)?  
2. What reasons does Paul give for wanting to go to Rome? (vv. 11-15) 
3. Compare verse 14 with 1 Corinthians 9:16-17. In what sense is Paul "obligated"? Do we have 
any obligations of this kind? Why or why not? 
4. Why is Paul not ashamed of the Gospel (vv. 16-17)? Why might he feel a need to state this? 
(see 1 Corinthians 1:18-25)? 
5. In what sense is the Gospel powerful? (v. 16) How is that power demonstrated? 
6. What else can we learn about the Gospel from verses 9 and 16-17? 
 
 
 

 
 
Act             

- Remember some moments when you have felt timid about the power of the Gospel. 
Write down the situation that led you to not share about Christ’s love through the cross.  

 
 

- Identify some things that you are not ashamed of. Now, compare and contrast how you 
speak about these things as opposed to the Gospel that brings salvation. 
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- Make a commitment to be courageous in sharing some information about Jesus and his 
forgiveness.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Weekly Reading           
1 Corinthians 15:1-8 
John 14:6 and Acts 4:12 
1 Corinthians 9:16-17 
Matthew 29:17-20 
Acts 1:1-8 
 

Notes            
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QUESTION 3 
So, what’s the big deal about homosexual behavior? (And what is wrong with humanity)? 
 
Main Verse: (Romans 1:18-27) 
Key Thought: The world is broken. But why? We have been living with the advancements of 
science and the Enlightenment for close to three centuries. The hope, here, is that through pure 
know-how and humanity ingenuity we could fix our world. And yet, it seems with each passing 
generation we just keep finding new ways to hurt each other, destroy the planet and bring 
untold harm to our very souls. What is wrong with us? Paul has an answer, and it is not pretty. 
The Apostle asserts that we have suppressed the truth and have worshipped the creation over 
the Creator. With priorities inverted, we are chasing after power, sex, and money- all things 
that are directly tied to the creation. In the process we have shut out (or- “suppressed” to use 
Paul’s words) our connection with our Creator. As creatures who desperately need contact with 
God to survive, this choice leads us to our own demise. Paul selects one example to illustrate 
this inverted outlook- adult, male/female homosexual behavior.   
 
But before you cast judgement on those who participate in this sin, you should look at the list 
of sins in this following passage. Your personally protected sin that you cherish so much is 
probably on that list. And we will talk about that a little more next week! 
 

 
Read             
Romans 1:18-27 (NIV) 
God’s Wrath Against Sinful Humanity 
18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness 
of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19 since what may be known about God 
is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 20 For since the creation of the world 
God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being 
understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse. 21 For although they 
knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became 
futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they claimed to be wise, they 
became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like a 
mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles. 24 Therefore God gave them over in 
the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one 
another. 25 They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created 
things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen. 26 Because of this, God gave 
them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural sexual relations for 
unnatural ones. 27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and 



11 

 

were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed shameful acts with other men, and 
received in themselves the due penalty for their error. 
 
 

Absorb            
Write out some key words or phrases that appear.  
Do you see any action words? / What seems to be the central idea here? In this passage Paul 
covers a few different concepts. Can you detect these as you read? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Important Terms to Consider 
suppressed- to hold back, detain, retain from going away, to restrain, hinder (the course or 
progress of) 
thinking- the thinking of a man deliberating with himself, a thought, or inward reason purpose, 
design 
worshipped- to honor religiously, to hold in reverence to highly value and esteem.  
 

 
 
Discuss/Reflect           
1. How has God revealed Himself in creation? What can we know about God when we study 
creation?  
2. How does the fact that we can know God from creation affect our understanding of science 
and biology? Do you feel deep study of creation can, in some cases, help us understand God 
better? 
3. Reflect on the phrase, “Therefore God gave them over.” Remember a time when God 
allowed you to have what you wanted, but this allowance actually served to damage or 
diminish you in some way. How would you describe that time in your life? 
4. Consider for a moment that homosexual behavior was widely accepted in the Roman world. 
Then reflect on these questions: 

- Do Paul’s words agree or disagree with that current attitude? 
- Why would Paul risk offending the very people he was trying to reach if he knew that 
homosexual behavior was broadly accepted in that culture? 
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- Do Paul’s teaching here align more with the Old Testament or more with Greco-Roman 
culture? 
- What does it mean that both the Old Testament and the New Testament agree on this 
one issue?  

 
 
 
 
 

Act             
Identify the places where you are tempted to place high honor (highly value and esteem). 
Check the ones that could apply to you. 

- Being accepted, respect of others 
- Food/Drink 
- Money 
- Power, status,  
- Sex 
- Marital Relationship 
- Children/Grandchildren 
- Academic success 
- Career Success 
- Beauty 

Realize that your desire for things is not bad. But if these things begin to eclipse your love and 
devotion to God or if your association with this is in rebellion to God’s commands, watch out! 
You may be developing a personal idol.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Weekly Reading           
Matthew 19:1-12 
1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
John 4:1-42 
John 8:1-11 
2 Samuel 11 
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Notes            
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QUESTION 4 
What does the Bible say about humans in relation to God? 

 
Main Verse: (Romans 2:1-5, 17-24, 3:9-20) 
Key Thought: In this passage we note that being a Jew does not mean you are guilt free. In the 
previous lesson, Paul begins by condemning the sinful behaviors and attitudes of the Gentile 
world. And in this week’s lesson, he now turns his attention to his own people. We must bear in 
mind that his people had a disdain for Gentile people (Wisdom of Solomon, 12:23-14:31). This 
schism in Rome between the two groups had only worsened at the writing of this letter (see 
introduction). Some of the Jewish community (even Jews who had converted to Christianity) 
certainly looked upon the Roman world with contempt. So, we can safely assume Paul’s fire-
torching words of condemnation for his own people were received with quite a shock. But both 
messages to the two groups are necessary. According to Paul no human (Jewish, or not) 
naturally seek God or His ways.    
 
One important note. Paul, in this portion of the letter (2:21-24), calls out certain behaviors of 
the Jewish community (as he did to the Gentile community in a similar fashion). According to 
Paul, these behaviors are just as evil for the believing Jew. In your reading for this week, please 
take note of this list of sins. 

 
Read             
Romans 2:1-5 (NIV) 
God’s Righteous Judgment 
1 You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, for at whatever 
point you judge another, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do the 
same things. 2 Now we know that God’s judgment against those who do such things is based on 
truth. 3 So when you, a mere human being, pass judgment on them and yet do the same things, 
do you think you will escape God’s judgment? 4 Or do you show contempt for the riches of his 
kindness, forbearance and patience, not realizing that God’s kindness is intended to lead you to 
repentance? 5 But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing 
up wrath against yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when his righteous judgment will be 
revealed. 
 

Romans 2:17-24 (NIV) 
The Jews and the Law 
17 Now you, if you call yourself a Jew; if you rely on the law and boast in God; 18 if you know 
his will and approve of what is superior because you are instructed by the law; 19 if you are 
convinced that you are a guide for the blind, a light for those who are in the dark, 20 an 
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instructor of the foolish, a teacher of little children, because you have in the law the 
embodiment of knowledge and truth— 21 you, then, who teach others, do you not teach 
yourself? You who preach against stealing, do you steal? 22 You who say that people should not 
commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? 23 You 
who boast in the law, do you dishonor God by breaking the law? 24 As it is written: “God’s 
name is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you.” 
 

Romans 3:9-20 (NIV) 
No One is Righteous 
9 What shall we conclude then? Do we have any advantage? Not at all! For we have already 
made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under the power of sin. 10 As it is written: 
“There is no one righteous, not even one; 
11     there is no one who understands; 
    there is no one who seeks God. 
12 All have turned away, 
    they have together become worthless; 
there is no one who does good, 
    not even one.” 
13 “Their throats are open graves; 
    their tongues practice deceit.” 
“The poison of vipers is on their lips.” 
14 “Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.” 
15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood. 
16     ruin and misery mark their ways, 
17 and the way of peace they do not know.” 
18  “There is no fear of God before their eyes.”[f] 
 
19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that 
every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. 20 Therefore no 
one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather, through the law 
we become conscious of our sin. 
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Absorb            
Write out some key words or phrases that appear.  
Do you see any action words? What seems to be the central idea in each of the three passages? 
How is this section related to Paul’s words for the Gentiles in last week’s lesson? List out below 
the sin list that appears in 2:21-24.  
 
 
 
 
 
Important Terms to Consider: 
judgment - in some places, the idea is “discernment;” in other places “condemnation” is the idea - the 
context must determine wrath - anger (in God’s case, a just displeasure in response to sin)  
law - when preceded by the definite article “the” (in the Greek) it usually refers to the Law of Moses, 
otherwise it may refer to the principle of law in general; there are exceptions, and the context must 
determine  
by nature - “a mode of feeling and acting which by long habit has become nature” (Thayer)  
conscience - that faculty of thought which makes moral judgments (either excusing or condemning our 
actions); developed through training 
 

 
Discuss/Reflect           
1. According to 2:1, is the Jewish community just as guilty as the Gentile community?  
2. Read 2:2-5. According to this verse, do Jewish people stand in jeopardy of God’s judgement? 
3. If both Jews and Gentiles are guilty before God, then what does this say about how someone 
receives salvation? 
4. What are the sins listed in 2:21-24? Have you ever been guilty of something on this list? Does 
Paul assert that these sins here in chapter 2 are any better or worse than the sins of the 
Gentiles list in chapter 1?  
5. What is Paul’s final analysis (3:9-18) of both communities? Write out some of the ways Paul 
describes humanity as a whole? 
6. As you review this lesson and the past lesson, does Paul make homosexual behavior a worse 
sin than others? If not, then how should you treat people who struggle with the various sins 
listed? 
7. So, can anyone be declared righteous be following the law? How does this statement in 2:20 
connect with Paul’s larger theme in Chapter 2 and 3?  
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Act             
- Write down the sins that tend to get your attention or that stir you up. 

 
 

- Write down sins that you participate in or struggle with, but you don’t feel much 
emotion around them? 

 
 
 

- Write down how God sees all of humans (no matter their sin choice) by paraphrasing 
3:9-18.  

 
 

- Ask God to help you love people who operate in a different sin category than you do.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Weekly Reading           
Titus 3:3-11 
Ephesians 2:1-10 
John 10:1-21 
Romans 8:22-30 
Galatians 4:1-7 

 
 
 
 

 
Notes            
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QUESTION 5 
Why does doing good works not work when it comes to salvation 

 
Main Verse: (Romans 3:21-30) 
Key Thought: In order for salvation to take root each person needs to come to terms with their 
inability to save themselves. Paul has made clear that we are guilty under God’s holy standard 
(Romans 2-3).  But God cannot ignore his own standard of justice and perfection (which would 
violate his holiness). Nor can humans extricate themselves from their own sin. We are not 
capable of saving our souls, since our souls themselves are tainted with sin. But God has put a 
plan in a motion. He could have condemned us all. But because God is love, He sacrificed His 
Son to pay for the penalty of sin debt. This did two things: it satisfied God’s sense of justice, 
while at the same time provided a foundation for the pardon that we now have as believers. So, 
God took action to deal with our sin while at the same time honoring his standard of holiness. 
Thanks be to God for our salvation! 

 
 
Read             
Romans 3:21-30 (NIV) 
Righteousness Through Faith 
21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the 
Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness is given through faith in[a] Jesus Christ to all 
who believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption 
that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the 
shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, 
because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished— 26 he did 
it to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as to be just and the one who 
justifies those who have faith in Jesus. 
 
27 Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. Because of what law? The law that requires works? 
No, because of the law that requires faith. 28 For we maintain that a person is justified by faith 
apart from the works of the law. 29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of 
Gentiles too? Yes, of Gentiles too, 30 since there is only one God, who will justify the 
circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through that same faith. 
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Absorb            
Write out some key words or phrases that appear.  
Do you see any action word? What are some words that are repeated? What technical or legal 
words do you see in this passage? 
 
 
 
 
 
Important Words to Consider 
redemption - a releasing, a payment for a ransom; refers to being released from the guilt of sin by the 
blood of Christ  
justified - a legal term, indicating a verdict of ‘not guilty’; in regards to sin, he who is justified is not held 
accountable for his sins  
propitiation - used to refer to an offering designed to appease; God offers the blood of Christ to appease 
for man’s sins  
sin – a missing of the mark (Ro 3:23) or a breaking of the law (1 Jn 3:4) 
 
 
Discuss/Reflect           
1. Read Roman 3:21. What kind of relationship is implied here between the Old Testament and 
New? 
2. How is the righteousness (right standing with God) given according to v. 22? 
3. Is there any difference between the two warring cultures (v. 22-23)? If that is true, how 
should you respond to different people groups who sin differently than you? 
4. We are justified (see above). But how, according to v. 24? 
5. Re-read vs. 25-26. What does this verse teach us about God’s own holiness? According to this 
verse, why couldn’t God just forgive our sin without Jesus’ sacrifice?    
6. Should Christians boast about salvation? Why not? Paul states again how we are justified. 
What does this repetition teach us about this theme? 
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Act             
- Remember a time when you were guilty of something or caught red-handed. Did you 

crave forgiveness? Were you forgiven? If so, write down what your feelings were upon 
receiving forgiveness.  

 
 

- Remember a time when you felt somewhat prideful or boastful about your own 
salvation. Ask God to keep you humble as you consider the cost of your salvation.  

 
 
 
 
 

Weekly Reading           
• John 3:1-21 
• John 10:7-19 
• Galatians 1:6-9 
• Psalm 51 
• Ephesians 1:3-14 

 
 

 
 

 
Notes            
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QUESTION 6 
What are the benefits of being saved? 

 
Main Verse: (Romans 5:1-11) 
Key Thought: Being justified by faith in Christ is more than fire insurance and a one-way ticket 
to heaven upon death. We now have some immediate and immense benefits of our new 
relationship in Christ.  

 
 
Read             
Romans 5:5-11 (NIV) 
Peace and Hope 
5 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we 
now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we[c] also glory in 
our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, 
character; and character, hope. 5 And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has 
been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 
 
6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 
Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might 
possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. 
 
9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s 
wrath through him! 10 For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through 
the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his 
life! 11 Not only is this so, but we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have now received reconciliation. 
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Absorb            
Write out some key words or phrases that appear.  
Do you see any action word? What are some words that are repeated? 
 
 
 
 
 
Important Terms to Consider 
reconciliation - the act of bringing peace between two parties (e.g., between man and God)  
eternal life - the alternative to spiritual death, a result of justification 

 
 
Discuss/Reflect           
1. How is it that we have peace with God? 
2. What is it that we have access to? How does knowing you have access to God’s grace (and 
you are now standing in it) affect your view the following: 
- hardships 
- past failures 
- broken dreams 
- busted-up relationships 
3. React to God’s decision to die for the ungodly. Create a list of people you would die for? 
Would you consider these people worthy of your sacrifice? So, what does it mean that God 
willingly died for people who are not worthy of the sacrifice? 
4. What good is suffering, according to Paul? For the Christ-followers- where does suffering 
eventually land? 
5. How would you describe God’s wrath? 
6. What are some avenues for our boasting on God for our reconciliation? 
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Act             
Boast on God. Ponder for just a moment all the blessings that have come through knowing God 
through Christ Jesus. Write down those boastful statements below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Weekly Reading           
(Re-read last week’s readings)  

• John 3:1-21 
• John 10:7-19 
• Galatians 1:6-9 
• Psalm 51 
• Ephesians 1:3-14 

 
Notes            
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QUESTION 7 
Does being saved mean that living in sin is no big deal? 

 
Main Verse: (Romans 6:1-14) 
Key Thought: Paul has explained how we are justified and that this justification happens apart 
from any form of self-produced righteousness. Yet, does this situation grant a motivation for 
sinful behavior? Paul asserts and emphatic “No”. For the payment for our sin (Jesus’ death on 
the cross) should lead us to consider the cost of our sin payment. When we consider that, it 
should inspire us to war against our sinful ways. Paul tells us what this looks like and how we 
can proceed. 

 
 
Read             
Romans 6 (NIV) 
Dead to Sin, Alive in Christ 
1 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By no means! 
We are those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3 Or don’t you know that 
all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore 
buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the 
dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 
 
5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with 
him in a resurrection like his. 6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the 
body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin— 7 
because anyone who has died has been set free from sin. 
 
8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 For we know that 
since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over 
him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 
 
11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12 Therefore 
do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 13 Do not offer any 
part of yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as 
those who have been brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to him as an 
instrument of righteousness. 14 For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not 
under the law, but under grace. 
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Absorb            
Write out some key words or phrases that appear. Do you see any rhetorical questions in this 
passage? What are they? 
Do you see any action word? What are some words that are repeated? 
 
 
 
 
 
Important Terms to Consider 
baptism - from the Greek word “baptizo” meaning to “immerse” - it most commonly in the New 
Testament refers to the burial in water in the name of Jesus for the remission of our sins 
sanctification - the process of “sanctifying” or “setting apart for a devoted purpose”-; in the 
New Testament it begins with baptism and continues on as we grow in Christ 
 
 
Discuss/Reflect           
1. Does salvation give us a free pass on sinning?  
2. In vs 2-4, Paul indicates that our baptism connects us to Christ’s death. How does the 
physical act of baptism relate to physical death? Do you see any similarities? 
3. How does coming out of the water of baptism relate to resurrection?  
4. Paul tells us that our old self was crucified with Christ. What are some characteristics of the 
old you that existed before you became a Christ follower? 
5. Christ died once (v. 10). What does this verse tell us about the finality of Jesus death on the 
cross? 
6. We are to be dead to sin. Using Paul’s analogy of death, how can you be dead to a sinful 
craving? How can you be alive to Christ?  
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Act             
- Death means non-responsive, not active, no life force present. Now, select a sin that you 

sometimes struggle with. Write out in the space below how you can treat this sinful 
craving as dead. 

 
 
 

- Alive means, active, full of force and responsiveness. How can you be alert and 
responsive to the person of Christ? Write out some ways you can awaken your heart 
and mind to Christ’s will. 

 
 
 
 
 

Weekly Reading           
This week we are leading you to read the same passage each day for five days. This passage 
lines out how we can awaken our lives to ideas and wishes of Christ by following His Spirit. After 
each day, record a new insight that you found in your reading. 
-Galatians 5:16-25 

• Monday 
• Tuesday 
• Wednesday  
• Thursday 
• Friday 

  

 
Notes            
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QUESTION 8 
Will I always struggle with sin? 

 
Main Verse: (Romans 7:7-25) 
Key Thought: We all sense that something is wrong with us. Deep in our souls we are fully 
aware of our corruption, error and brokenness. Paul names this force is living on the inside of 
us- sin. Sin is the powerful internal draw toward self-serving disobedience. This principle is deep 
within you. And as long as you are part of this broken created world you will struggle with this 
opposing force. But Paul’s solution to this problem is not a where or a what- rather it’s a who. 
The Apostle challenges us to take the battle that’s inside us to one true King over us- Jesus. 

  
Read             
Romans 7:7-25 (NIV)  
The Law and Sin 
7 What shall we say, then? Is the law sinful? Certainly not! Nevertheless, I would not have 
known what sin was had it not been for the law. For I would not have known what coveting 
really was if the law had not said, “You shall not covet.” 8 But sin, seizing the opportunity 
afforded by the commandment, produced in me every kind of coveting. For apart from the law, 
sin was dead. 9 Once I was alive apart from the law; but when the commandment came, sin 
sprang to life and I died. 10 I found that the very commandment that was intended to bring life 
actually brought death. 11 For sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, 
deceived me, and through the commandment put me to death. 12 So then, the law is holy, and 
the commandment is holy, righteous and good. 
 
13 Did that which is good, then, become death to me? By no means! Nevertheless, in order that 
sin might be recognized as sin, it used what is good to bring about my death, so that through 
the commandment sin might become utterly sinful. 
 
14 We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin. 15 I do not 
understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 16 And if I do 
what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. 17 As it is, it is no longer I myself who do 
it, but it is sin living in me. 18 For I know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my 
sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 19 For I do not 
do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing. 20 Now if I do 
what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it. 
 
21 So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there with me. 22 For in 
my inner being I delight in God’s law; 23 but I see another law at work in me, waging war 
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against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. 24 
What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death? 25 
Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
 
So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God’s law, but in my sinful nature[c] a slave to the 
law of sin. 
 
 

Absorb            
Write out some key words or phrases that appear. Do you see any rhetorical questions in this 
passage? What are they? 
Do you see any action word? What are some words that are repeated? 
 
 
 
 
 
Important Terms to Consider 
in the flesh - to be in the flesh is to be under the flesh; and to be under it is to be controlled by its 
propensities, evil inclinations, and desires  
the Law - the Law of Moses, including the Ten Commandments (cf. 7:7)  
newness of the Spirit - the way of life as revealed by the Holy Spirit to the apostles  
sinful nature - The principle or force of my natural body and mind that draws me toward disobedience 
and selfishness behavior whenever excited by sinful objects. This is constant pull toward rebellion 
against God and his ways. 

 
 
 
Discuss/Reflect           
1. In this passage, Paul answers two questions about the law. Write these questions in the 
space below and summarize Paul's answers. 
 
First question (v. 7): 
Answer: 
 
Second question (v. 13): 
Answer: 
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2. Does knowing the Law keep you from sinning? Explain your answer.  
3. If you answered “no” to question two, then can you explain what the law is good for? 
4. How does Paul describe the law?  
v. 10 
 
v. 12  
 
v. 13  
 
v. 14  
 
5. In contrast, how does he describe the effects of sin working through the law? 
v. 7  
 
v. 10 
 
v. 8  
 
v. 11 
 
v. 9 
 
 
 v. 13 
 
 
5. What can ultimately save us from this situation? 
 
 
 

Act             
Paul asserts that sin is deceitful (v. 11). Recall a time when you were deceived by your sinful 
desire. Describe how that happened and how you came to finally understand sin’s deceptive 
force.  
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Weekly Reading           

• John 8:31-34 
• Hebrews 7:11-28 
• Ephesians 4:1-24 
• Ephesians 4:25-32 
• Colossians 2:16-22 

  

 
Notes            
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QUESTION 9 
How can I tell if I am saved? 

 
Main Verse: (Romans 8:1-10) 
Key Thought: Last week we said we need to take the internal war on the inside of us to Jesus. 
Paul tells us how this to live this life free from sin. In the process he indicates the one telling 
characteristic of every believer and that is the presence of the Holy Spirit. The work of God’s 
Spirit will be in contrast to our immediate flesh. When we listen to our flesh, we become 
enslaved to its passion. The freedom to following our cravings or lusts is really a trap that will 
soon imprison us. When we obey its urgings, the result is death. But when we open our heart 
and mind up to the voice of God’s Spirit, there is so much life and freedom. God’s Spirit 
animates our life and gives energy. The flesh wishes to trap us in addiction, negative cycles of 
thinking, and selfish attitudes. God’s Spirit wishes to lead us to a verdant and life-giving 
experience. And it’s this abiding presence that is a constant reminder of our salvation.  

 
 
Read             
Romans 8:1-10 (NIV) 
Life Through the Spirit 
1 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because 
through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you[a] free from the law of sin 
and death. 3 For what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God 
did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so he 
condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fully 
met in us, who do not live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 
 
5 Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires; but 
those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 6 
The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. 7 
The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do 
so. 8 Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God. 
 
9 You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the 
Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to 
Christ. 10 But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to death because of sin, 
the Spirit gives life because of righteousness. 11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from 
the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal 
bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you. 



32 

 

 
 
 

Absorb            
Write out some key words or phrases that appear. Do you see any rhetorical questions in this 
passage? What are they? 
Do you see any action word? What are some words that are repeated? 
 
 
 
 
 
Important Terms to Consider 
Condemnation - damnatory sentence, judged and prosecuted in accordance to the law 
law of the Spirit of life - 1) possibly an expression referring to the Gospel; or, 2) the law (principle) 
involving the life-giving Spirit who aids those in Christ to become free of the “law of sin and death” 
inside of a person 
the Spirit, Spirit of God, Spirit of Christ, Spirit of Him - various references to the Holy Spirit 
 

 
Discuss/Reflect           
1. What was the law unable to do? Why? (v. 3)  
2. Who then accomplished it? How? What was the result? (vv. 3-4)  
3. What does "no condemnation" mean to you? (v.1) What words or phrases does this bring to mind? 
4. Paul compares two kinds of living. Read the passages connected to both and write out how these two 
ways are characterized  
- living according to the sinful nature:  

v.5 
 
 
v. 6 
 
 
v. 7 
 
 
v. 13 
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- living according to the Spirit:  
v. 5 
 
v. 6 
 
v. 13 
 
v. 15 
 

5. What is the one key characteristic of a believer according to verse 9?  
 
 
 

 
 
Act             
We are either controlled by our own flesh or God’s abiding Spirit. Each day this week in a 
prayerful way, ask God’s Spirit to open your mind up to His promptings. Begin each day with 
inviting God into your schedule. At the end of each day write out how the Holy Spirit spoke to 
you in your inner voice. 
 

- Monday 
 

- Tuesday 
 

- Wednesday  
 

- Thursday 
 

- Friday 
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Weekly Reading           
Psalm 1 
Psalm 51 
Psalm 104
John 15:1-11 
John 16:1-24 
 
 

 
Notes            
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QUESTION 10 
How do I handle suffering as a Christ follower? 

 
Main Verse: (Romans 8:18-30) 
Key Thought: There is so much life, joy and goodness when we are living in stride with God’s 
Spirit. But this does not mean there is no suffering. Paul announces three groanings. But it’s the 
third groaning that takes many believers by surprise. And if true, it means you and I have a 
valuable partner with us no matter what may come our way. 
 

Read             
Romans 8:18-30 (NIV) 
Present Suffering and Future Glory 
18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be 
revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be 
revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will 
of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that[a] the creation itself will be liberated from its 
bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. 
 
22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to 
the present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For 
in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they 
already have? 25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 
 
26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to 
pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. 27 And he who 
searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people 
in accordance with the will of God. 
 
28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who[b] have 
been called according to his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and 
sisters. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he 
justified, he also glorified. 
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Absorb            
Write out some key words or phrases that appear. Do you see any rhetorical questions in this 
passage? What are they? 
Do you see any action word? What are some words that are repeated? 
 
 
 
 

 
Discuss/Reflect           
1. What kind of "present sufferings" does Paul have in mind here? (v. 18; see Romans 8:35) 
What "glory" is he talking about? (1 Corinthians 15:42-43; 1 John 3:2)  
 
2. Who are the "children of God"? How will they be revealed? (see 1 Corinthians 15:49-54) 
 
3. Paul pictures "the creation" looking forward with anticipation to the return of Christ and the 
revelation of the sons of God. What images does the Psalmist use to describe this time? (Psalm 
96:11-13; 98:7-9)  
4.. How is the creation now subject to "frustration" and in bondage to "decay"? (vv. 20-21) Give 
examples.  
5. How did this happen? (see Genesis 1:26-28; 3:17-19)  
6. Paul mentions three kinds of "groaning" in this passage. For each one, identify the cause of 
the groaning, the one doing the groaning, and the hoped-for outcome. 
v. 22 
cause- 
 
the one groaning- 
 
the future hope- 
 
 
v. 23 
cause- 
 
the one groaning- 
 
the future hope- 
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v. 26 
cause- 
 
the one groaning- 
 
the future hope- 
 
 

 
 
 
Act             
This week take some time to sit in God’s presence and ponder this- God loves you so much that 
He is constantly entering into your pain with His groanings. 
 
 
 
 
 

Weekly Reading           
This week we are inviting you to read the Old Testament story of Joseph.  As you are reading 
look for places that demonstrate God’s presence. Draw some personal comparisons between 
Joseph’s situation and one you might be facing.  
 

- Genesis 37, 39 
- Genesis 40, 41 
- Genesis 44, 45 
- Genesis 46, 47 
- Genesis 50 
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Notes            
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QUESTION 11 
So, what are some of the practical implications for living out our Christian faith? 

 
Main Verse: (Romans 12:1-17) 
Key Thought: Life with Jesus does require us to think and grow. But the ultimate goal is not to 
obtain knowledge but live out our faith daily (John 13:17). And this part of Paul’s letter 
describes what that kind of life entails. Here we will see three main parts: a call to give over our 
lives to Jesus, a call to serve the church, and a call to love as best we can. 

 
Read             
Romans 12:1-17 (NIV) 
A Living Sacrifice 
1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not 
conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then 
you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 
 
Humble Service in the Body of Christ 
3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than 
you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God 
has distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and 
these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one 
body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the 
grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your[a] 
faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then give 
encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead,[b] do it diligently; if it is to 
show mercy, do it cheerfully. 
 
Love in Action 
9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in 
love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual 
fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share 
with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 14 Bless those who persecute you; 
bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 
Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of 
low position.[c] Do not be conceited. 
 
17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 
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Absorb            
Notice the three sections. What are the main ideas in each of these sections? How do you think 
these themes tie into the larger ideas of this letter? 

 
 
 
 
 
Important Terms to Consider 
the mercies of God - the many blessings alluded to in the first eleven chapters  
a living sacrifice - an offering that is living, not dead  
conform - “to fashion or shape one thing like another... this verb has more special reference to that 
which is transitory, changeable, unstable” - this word is different than that found in Ro 8:29  
transform - “to change into another form; to undergo a complete change, which under the power of 
God, will find expression in character and conduct” 
overcome evil with good - the goal of the Christian’s response to evil 
 
 
Discuss/Reflect           
1. We are to give our bodies over to God in an act of worship but worship in the ancient world had 

these characteristics: 
• Often included a blood sacrifice (or something of value) 
• Was used to communicate to the gods 
• The communication was almost always a petition 
• The religious act was disconnected from the person’s thoughts, feelings or disposition. 

2. How does Paul command to offer our very own bodies differ from this way of doing a sacrifice? 

 

3. Pause to remember that there is a divisive spirit inside this Roman congregation. With that in mind, 
how important are Paul’s words in verses 3-8? Why is humility important when there is a potential for 
division inside a church? 

 

4. Paul points to serving with our gifts inside the church. Write down the different gifts that he 
mentions. Then, if it is mentioned in the text, write down how we are to use these gifts. 
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5. Paul mentions having zeal, but also honoring other people. Do you see this as a tough balance 
sometimes? Describe how these two concepts can run into extreme and thus creating conflict with each 
other. 

6. We are instructed to bless those who persecute us. While being as transparent as you possible can, 
write down how this is a challenging command to follow.  

 
 
 
 

 
Act             
Respond to the following as  
(0- not like me at all, 1- somewhat like me, 2, much like me, 3 definitely me) 

- I see my body as belonging to the Lord and not me. 
- I tend to look for ways to honor and encourage other people 
- I’m happy to serve inside the church with humility 
- I’m quick to share my resources with people, even people with whom I disagree 
- I don’t mind opening up my home to people I don’t know very well 
- I enjoy hanging with people who are often rejected by others 
- I rarely try to find ways to get even when wronged. I tend to be gracious and move on 

 
Mark the ones you scored the lowest on. Invite God to show you ways to grow in these areas of 
discipleship. 
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Weekly Reading           
This week we are leading you to read the story of Hosea, the Old Testament Prophet. Before 
reading this, we are encouraging you to go to thebibleproject.com and watch the video about 
this book (https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/hosea/). This short video will help explain 
the basic background and contents of this book. After watching this video read the following 
chapters during this week. 

- Hosea 1-3 
- Hosea 4 
- Hosea 6 
- Hosea 8 
- Hosea 11 

As you are reading, look for ways that Hosea serves as a “living sacrifice”. Note ways that God is 
faithful to his covenant with his people.  

 
 
Notes            
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QUESTION 12 
So, if God is our one true King, do we need to obey the earthly authorities? 

 
Main Verse: (Romans 13:1-7) 
Key Thought: Paul led believers to see the government, although very flawed, as an agent of 
good, keeping evil at bay. Wrangling with these authorities can lead to punishment (and thus, 
set back the work of the Gospel), but it could also upset the very systems that God has put into 
place for an ordered society. Paul did not lead believers to subvert the governing authorities 
but to work alongside of them. He gives clear instructions to work in partnership with their 
government so that they can return to the more important work of the kingdom- loving people. 
 

 
Read             
Romans 13:1-7 (NIV) 
Submission to Governing Authorities 
1 Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that 
which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 2 
Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has 
instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers hold no terror 
for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the 
one in authority? Then do what is right and you will be commended. 4 For the one in authority 
is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword 
for no reason. They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 
5 Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible 
punishment but also as a matter of conscience. 
 
6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time 
to governing. 7 Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, 
then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. 
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Absorb            
Pause for a moment and consider the challenge of what Paul is asking believers to do. Write 
down some ways that obeying these commands might be difficult for you living in a modern 
democracy.  
 
 

 
 
 
Discuss/Reflect           
1. What one word summarizes the Christian’s responsibility to the government? (v. 1) )  
2. From where do governments get their authority? (v. 1)  
3. What happens if we resist governing authorities? (v. 2)  
4. What is a major responsibility of government? (vs. 4-6)  
5. What should serve as motivation for Christians’ submission to government? (v. 5)   
6. What’s one thing should we owe to others? (v. 8)  
7. What is contrary to walking properly as Christians? (v. 13) 
 
 
 
 
 
Act             
A Little Research: 

- Go to Google and do a search for the various types of governments that have existed 
since Romans 13 was written.  

- Mark ones that have much freedom for its citizens and note others that do not. 
- Ponder for a moment: 

o What kind of governmental structure was the Roman church living under at the 
time of this writing? 

o Did the early church face persecution from the government? Did Paul? 
o Is God’s power to move among His people limited by the type of government in 

which a believer lives? 
o Was Paul able to share the Gospel, even when his personal freedom was taken 

away? (Read Phil 1:12-14, Acts 28:17-31, esp. 30-31)  
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Weekly Reading           
These passages have a common theme- Jesus’ refusal to use earthly power for his ministry. 
Notice how Jesus sought power from another source. This repeated pattern should influence 
the way we view and trust in earthly sources of power.  

• - Luke 4:5-6 (not power but serving) generally worldly power 
• John 18:36- personal power and privilege 
• John 6:12-15- political power  
• Mark 14:46, 50, 55-62 and John 19:11 religious/cultural power 
• Matthew 26:50-54 brute force power 

 
 
 

 
Notes            
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