
 

At my high school graduation, decades ago, I have a clear memory of one person showing up for me. It was  
unexpected. He had flowers for me.  He didn’t just show up for me. He showed up for a large group of us, and 
presented flowers to the girls and gifts for the guys. He had been my seventh grade teacher. We were the first 
class he taught. He had been following us through high school, and came to congratulate us as we reached the 
milestone of high school graduation. 
 
When did someone show up for you? Maybe they showed up for your  
basketball game or a performance. They were the unexpected shoulder you 
cried on during a time of grief or presented you with a special gift at your 
wedding. Perhaps, it was a neighbor, aunt, Sunday school teacher or  
coworker. Your presence matters. God gives us the opportunities to  
encourage and shape each other. 
 
I am excited that we all have opportunities to show up for our youth and  
children the next two Sundays! This Sunday, March 20 is Youth Sunday.  
It is one of the most important Sundays of the year for your presence.  
The youth will continue our focus on prayer with a study of The Lord’s  
Prayer. The following Sunday, March 27, is SPARK Sunday, at the 9:15 
service in the gym. This is a great service for all young families with  
activities for the smallest among us! It is also a great time for the rest of  
us to experience this service and support our young families. 
 
We set four strong goals for our Bicentennial Year. Goal One is an  
intentional laser focus on growing the children and youth ministries. 
Each of you can help us fulfill this goal in the coming weeks simply by  
being present for our youth and learning more about their activities.  
We need you! 
 

— Pastor Brenda 



 

R ecently, we received the disappointing news of the further postponement of the General Conference of the United 
Methodist Church until 2024. Below is Bishop Carter’s response to this announcement. I want to encourage each and 
every one of us to not allow this news to distract us from the goals we have set as a congregation, and from personal 

spiritual goals to deepen our prayer lives, grow in our understanding of God’s word, and to serve more fully. The devil most 
surely gains a foothold when we allow secular divisions to distract us from serving and worshipping. In the midst of  
denominational struggles throughout history, the greatest losses are when people become so disillusioned with the broken-
ness that they quit attending church or turn away from faith. The division in the church and in the larger society has caused 
all of us great anguish. It is not the time to turn away, but rather is the time to draw closer together and to pray and to serve 
with increasing regularity. It is the time to seek God and draw near to God that we might feel His presence more closely.  

 
 
 

— Pastor Brenda 
 

W e learned today of the postponement of the General Conference of the United 
Methodist Church until 2024.  The decision was made with deliberation by the 

Commission on the General Conference, which is a global body composed of laity 
and clergy.  I note here that bishops do not serve as voting members of the  
commission.  
 

This postponement, a response to the global pandemic and consequent complexities 
related to global health and the supply chain of visas allowing for travel, was  
particularly shaped by the presence of delegates to the General Conference who live 
in forty nations.  For this reason, it is not comparable to a large cultural or sporting 
event that might happen in the United States.  We are a global church.  
 

There are understandable disappointments related to the postponement of the  
General Conference.  While some will choose to blame or disparage others for this 
decision, I urge us to take a higher ground.   I write pastorally, with genuine respect 
and love for all of our people, and with a focus on a particular question:  
 

How will we live and serve together in the interim?   
 

I can minister in a church that is divided with a spirit of grace and reconciliation.  I 
can minimize the caustic tone of the conversation.  I refer you to the Protocol, which 
is a destination, but also a resource for the journey. 
 

I lift up the Narrative for the Continuing United Methodist Church, overwhelmingly 
endorsed by the Council of Bishops, and the invitation to #BeUMC.  I affirm the 
foundational statement of the #BeUMC initiative:   
 

“The United Methodist Church is founded on a Wesleyan theology of grace,  
anchored in Scripture, and based in the life and teachings of Jesus Christ and the 
continuing movement of the Holy Spirit.” 
 

The recent Judicial Council decisions have reaffirmed paragraph 2553 of the Book 
of Discipline as a clear and fair process for churches who wish to depart from the 
denomination.  Paragraph 2553 is rooted in the deep value of our connectionalism. 
My calling and hope is that you will remain.  In the two conferences I serve,  a small 
number of churches will disaffiliate this year.  I lament this.  We are better together. 
 

I reaffirm the abeyance that I signed with the Protocol, to cease the legal complaint 
processes related to LGBTQ persons in our church. For me, this is a fulfillment of 
our General Rule to do no harm.  
 

And in our local churches, I am committed to resourcing pastors and laity in  
emerging from a two-year pandemic, finding new energies and new ways to share 
the gospel, to make disciples, and to love our neighbors, as a people on a journey to 
personal and social holiness. 
 

I am serving in my tenth year in Florida, and in my first year in Western North  
Carolina.  I feel called to this work, and to a church that does extraordinary mission 
on behalf of God’s kingdom across this planet.   
 

I plan to meet with both delegations to the General Conference over the next few 
days.  I lift all of the people of our church in prayer today and ask that you pray for 
me.  Through it all, God is with us, and God is using us in an extraordinary way, “to 
serve the present age, our callings to fulfill.” 
  
—Ken Carter 
Resident Bishop, Florida and Western North Carolina Conferences 
The United Methodist Church 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/general-conference-further-postponed-to-2024
https://www.wnccumc.org/detail/bishops-share-a-narrative-for-the-continuing-united-methodist-church-15750675
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OFFICE HOURS 
 

The Church Office will be open  
Monday-Thursday. If you need to reach 
us on Fridays, please call Alison  
Ludemann at 336-317-8243  
or Sandy Cantliffe at 336-908-4777!  
 

*Don't forget you can reach Pastor  
Brenda anytime at 704-785-7948.   

GIFTS TO THE CHURCH 
In memory of Doris Self 
 For the Budget 
  By The Ludemann Family 
 For Congregational Care 
  By Sam and Sherrie Wilson 
  By Earl and Zona Ridout 
In memory of Jeris Holden 
 For the Budget 
  By Joann Gauldin 
  By Margaret Adkins 
  By Alan and Julee Marshall 
 For the Good Samaritan Fund 
  By Earl and Zona Ridout 
In memory of Sam Smoak 
 For the Budget 
  By Alan and Julee Marshall 

OFFERING  
 

March 6th 

Budget Giving $9,663.00 

Other Income $105.00        

Total Budget $9,768.00 

Designated Funds $16,079.00 
 

March 13th 

Budget Giving $27,082.25 

Other Income $130.00        

Total Budget $27,212.25 

Designated Funds $3,454.00 

THANK YOU 
To our MC Friends and Family, 
 

We would like to thank everyone for 
their overwhelming kindness during 
the recent passing of our wife and 
mother, Jeris Holden. Your prayers, 
cards, calls and gifts have been  
greatly appreciated. Muir’s Chapel  
will always be a part of us.  
 

With Love,  
Ed Holden, Kim Hagan and Van Holden 

BUILDING BRIDGES  
Muir’s Chapel began its Building  
Bridges Campaign, a three year  
renewal initiative in March of 2019.  It is 
because of your generous giving, that 
Muir’s Chapel was able to catch up on 
deferred maintenance, put in new  
landscaping, put in a new sound system, 
and much more! A more complete  
picture of the campaign’s successes will 
be shared as we celebrate the closing of 
this campaign on Sunday, March 27th. 
We thank you for your giving and hope 
you will finish your pledges if you are able.  

SYMPATHY 
Our sincere Christian sympathy is  
extended to Robin Self and Dana Fryar 
on the passing of their mother, Doris 
Self, on March 5, 2022; and to Kylell 
Wall and family on the recent passing 
of his grandmother, Sandra Tucker.  


