
 

Dipping our Toes in the Water 
 

Katherine had just closed up her food truck for the winter. Then one of the worst tornado outbreaks in recorded 
history hit her state of Kentucky and neighboring states. So Katherine Aphaivongs had the idea to take her food 
truck to Mayfield to provide meals to those in need. She asked for help from others who quickly responded. A 
convoy of food trucks travelled to assist their devastated neighbors. 
 
It took only one day for Madisonville First United Methodist Church in Kentucky to become a shelter site for 
storm victims. They are providing hot meals, showers, outlets to charge personal devices, and have become a  
collection/distribution site. Members of the church and volunteers from the community have poured in to keep 
this operation running. 
 
This Holy Season, we have been reminded in the Christmas story that it was Mary’s obedience to God’s claim on 
her life that moved the story forward. It was Joseph’s obedience and profound trust in God that moved the story 
forward. Joseph and Mary were ordinary people, and God worked through them in powerful ways. 
 
The ordinary people who own food trucks and are volunteering at First UMC in Kentucky continue to move the 
story forward. Wherever there is goodness and generosity, there is God. The Christmas story is being written 
every day.  
 
The last 20 months of global pandemic and cultural unrest have felt like an extended outbreak of devastating 
storms. Congregations are finding themselves with a mountain of obstacles in unfamiliar territory. Michael Beck 
noted the distinction between ‘kind learning environments’ and ‘wicked learning environments’. He noted that 
“in a ‘kind learning environment’, patterns repeat consistently, feedback is accurate, and rapidly obtainable. In 
‘wicked learning environments’, there may not be repetitive patterns, the rules of the game are unclear, the status 
quo changes, and feedback is often, delayed, inaccurate, or both.”  (Ministry Matters, Resolved for 2022: Just 
Keep Trying Stuff by Michael Adam Beck.) 
 
The church finds itself today in more of a wicked learning environment than a kind learning environment. God 
calls us, however, to participate fully in his bigger plan and not let the obstacles daunt us. It is the time for you 
and me to fully acknowledge God’s claim on our lives, put our trust in God, and give a 100% commitment to 
spiritual maturity. The pandemic has highlighted how easily we drift and that we are not as deeply formed in the 
faith as God calls us to be. 
 
Muir’s Chapel has set strong goals for 2022.  A few of us dipping our toes in the water will not accomplish them. 
It is going to take an all-inclusive, comprehensive, exhaustive effort from every one of you. We are going to have 
to jump in the water. We need to be soaked from head to toe. The profound trust that Mary and Joseph  
demonstrated is our call today.  
 
As you read our bicentennial goals, they include hiring extra help for AV needs and for the Children’s Ministry. 
We are stepping out on faith with these goals. This is not because we have a surplus of funds. There is not money 
in the budget for these part-time roles. We will be using monies from beneficiary gifts for this. We have decided 
that a global pandemic is the time to use beneficiary gifts to help us rebuild. We are recovering from a crisis, and 
God has blessed us with these gifts to be used for ministry.  
                                        Continued on Page 2 



 

The 2022 Altar Flower Calendar still has some openings!  You may pick a Sunday for flowers to be 
placed on the altar in the Sanctuary in honor, memory or celebration of a loved one!  We’ll order the 
flowers and type a message in the bulletin.  The cost is $40 for the arrangement and you may take 
them after the 11:10 am service is over.  Please contact Alison Ludemann in the church office to  
reserve a date.  Dates available include: January 9, 23 & 30; February 6; March 13, 20 & 27.  
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We need to remember, however, that these gifts only extend us for a few years. The need for regular giving to 
increase is paramount for the future. We will face a crisis in just a few years without an ‘all-in’ effort from  
everyone. This ‘all-in’ effort includes our time, money, prayers, witness, and talents. 
 
God is calling us to move the story forward. We do not have to possess extraordinary talents or resources.  
God works through ordinary people and then God equips us each step of the way. The world needs goodness,  
generosity, a sacrificial love of neighbor, self-control, respect. This is God’s plan for the world. This is what  
Jesus modelled on earth for us.  God knows that we cannot accomplish peace and holy living on our own. Thus, 
God sent Jesus to forgive us. God sends His Holy Spirit, His Very Spirit, to live within us, and grow goodness 
within us. 
 
The Christmas story is the story of “Immanuel”- God with us. God does not wish to remain at a distance from us. 
God personally wants to meet us now, to walk beside us, to sustain us, to comfort us, to teach us, and to grow us. 
The Christmas gifts of hope, love, joy, and peace are the gifts God longs for all of humanity to experience. God 
uses ordinary people- like you and me- to move his story forward. But we will have to get soaking wet! We  
cannot merely dip our toes in the water. 
 

—  Pastor Brenda 

Prayer for Storm Victims 
Gracious God, hear our cries. We weep with those whose lives have been forever changed by the massive  

tornado event that swept across our nation. We are overwhelmed by the enormity of it. Our hearts and minds feel numb. 
Comfort those who grieve the loss of a loved one. Heal the injured. Strengthen the rescue workers and medical personnel. 
Multiply the supplies of food, clothing, and medications. Be so present to all of those who have been traumatized that they  

are able to feel your arms wrapped around them. Provide them with every possible support system. Strengthen the  
resolve of government and all helping agencies to walk through this tragedy with the victims until their lives are rebuilt.  
Like the psalmists before us Lord, we proclaim that our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.  

Help us now. Be our refuge and strength. Through Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

Special Offering Christmas Eve 
In the wake of one of the worst tornado events in our history, we will take up a special offering and send it to the  

affected areas to aid the disaster response in their communities. This will be our Christmas Eve offering, and you may  
also give this coming Sunday, December 19, or send in a check. Note on your checks: “Special Offering: Tornado Relief.” 



 

Bicentennial Goals for 2022 
Writing the ‘Rest of the Story’ for Muir’s Chapel 

 

January 1, 2022 begins the celebration of our Bicentennial.  For 200 years, the disciples at 
Muir’s Chapel have been sharing the story of God’s love and forgiveness through Christ by 
engaging in outreach to the community, prayer, fellowship, music, ministries for children and 
youth, and worship. As we are now emerging from a pandemic, we have put together our 
Action Plan for 2022. These are goals to help us rebuild and become increasingly vital in a 
world longing for healing and hope. 
 

Goal One:  Intentional laser focus on growing the children and youth ministries. We began 
this focus by reaching out to our new neighbors at Muirs Landing in August, a new Sunday 
School class for parents of young children- “Families in Faith”  in September, and our first 
Chime and Drum Choir for K-5 children.  God has blessed us with growing numbers in our 
youth group!  
Next steps: Hire of a part-time Assistant Children’s Minister. Explore other ministries with 
young families. Increase our volunteer base- especially in the youth group. 
We need you! In order to meet this goal, we will need a strong base of volunteers with our 
children and youth ministries. 
 

Goal Two:  Use our technology and social media to more effectively connect with the digital 
generation. We are blessed to have Trustees that recognized the need for the church to 
move into the digital generation, and purchased the equipment needed for livestreaming and 
video and creative presentations in worship. This presents us with a new challenge- how do 
we welcome and get to know our new online worshippers? How do we offer studies and dia-
logue outside of traditional Sunday school?  
Next steps: Additional training and volunteers to run the equipment on Sundays. Hire a part-
time expert to lead with technology on Sundays. Explore ministries that effectively welcome 
and communicate with online viewers. 
 

We need you! In order to meet this goal, we need additional volunteers with our Technology 
Team, and we need a team of lay and staff willing to train and to visit other churches and 
explore ministries that effectively welcome and communicate with online viewers. 
 

Goal Three:  Become better stewards of our facilities, which includes not only greater com-
munity use but also to effectively welcome and connect with these individuals/groups. We 
have formed a new Revenue Subcommittee that will work specifically to meet this aim.  
Next steps : Create a “Welcoming Team” of congregation members who rotate and visit 
groups using the facilities. 
We need you!  In order to meet this goal, we need lay persons to join a “Welcoming Team.” 
 

Goal Four:   CELEBRATE our Joyful 200th Year! A Bicentennial Planning Team is already in 
place. One Sunday of every month in 2022 will have a Bicentennial Celebration Focus. SAVE 
THE DATE for our larger celebration at our Homecoming on September 11, 2022.  
Next steps: Add fellowship events to the church calendar! Completion of the History Room. 
We need you! We need you to celebrate with us, invite others, and volunteer to help with 
fellowship events. 
 

Join us in this Action Plan!   
As Joseph and Mary embarked on a journey of profound trust in God, we are called to em-
bark on a deeper spiritual journey of profound trust in God to allow God to shape us that we 
will be ambassadors of hope and healing and reconciliation in the world. Your active partici-
pation and prayers are needed for Muir’s Chapel to rebuild and to be vital in a time where 
God’s light is needed in every corner around the globe. 
 

You are invited today to dedicate or re-dedicate yourself to following Jesus. Dedicate your 
time, your prayers, your talents, your relationships, your opportunities, your personality to 
God’s work of forgiveness, encouragement, sharing material resources, working for equality, 
and doing good in every way you can. Study and follow our goals and ministries and find your 
place to plug in. 

Sunday morning nursery will meet in the 
Fellowship Hall on December 19th, 26th 
& January 2nd while the Playschool  
undergoes some renovations.   
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GIFTS TO THE CHURCH 
In memory of Anna Kutz 
 For the Budget 
  By Clarence and Marie Slaughter 
In memory of Jim and Allene Hutchinson 
 For the Budget 
  By Lisa Lowe 
  By Joseph Hutchinson 
In honor of Jeris Holden 
 For Congregational Car 
  By Fellowship Class 
In honor of Bob Cantliffe 
 For the Budget 
  By Judy Wilson 

16 
Casey Duncan 

17 
Marvin Miller 

Marie Slaughter 
Thomas Sullivan 

18 
Penny Partido 

19 
Maggie Conrad 

21 
Marjorie Shaffer 

22 
Cammie Berrier 
Lauren Phillips 

23 
Nancy Aldridge 
Jessica Ayivi 
Chris Graham 

Dan Post 
24 

Elva McLean 
26 

John Hill 
Isaac Robarge 

27 
Emma Edwards 

Ellen Smoak 
28 

Leigh Green 
Charlie Knotts 
Jimmy Mullens 

30 
MacKenzie Hastings 

Samantha Waggy 
31 

Caleb Cabiness 
Noelle Shade 

SYMPATHY 
Our sincere Christian sympathy is  
extended to Tom Vincent and family on 
the passing of Tom’s father, Hal Vincent, 
on December 4, 2021. 

Sunday Mornings at 11:10 am 

YouTube: Muirs Chapel 

In honor of Pat and Sam Smoak 
 For the Budget 
  By James Atwater 
 

 

OFFERING  
December 5th 

Giving $14,408.02 
Other Income $   430.00      
Budget $14,838.02 
Designated Funds $30,965.00 

December 12th 
Giving $5,735.00 
Other Income $   550.00     
Budget $6,285.00 
Designated Funds $12,739.50 


