
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Optimism, courage, humility, gratitude, encouragement, and humor; these are just a sampling of the non-financial 
resources built into God’s design for human beings.  These are renewable resources. These are resources that we 
can develop. These are not even the best! The renewable spiritual resources from God include a living hope, joy, 
love, and peace. 
 
These renewable resources were part of our devotion and discussion in recent planning sessions. The objective of 
the planning sessions was to identify four priority goals for 2022. What are the life-giving actions that God calls 
us to as we rebuild from the pandemic? 
 
In two separate sessions, it was telling how quickly both groups recognized our call to grow in ways: 

1. To help un-churched persons draw near to God and believe in God’s love for them 
2. To effectively reach new youth and children 
3. To use our technology and social media to connect with the digital generation 
4. To become better stewards of our facilities, and  
5. To provide more opportunities to form new relationships and develop deeper relationships. 

 
These goals take us back to our God-given mission. The pandemic has rightly highlighted how far the church can 
stray from God’s plan for it. We can become internally focused rather than externally focused, allow traditions to 
take front and center, at times not leaving much room for the Holy Spirit to speak to our hearts. We can become 
centered on supporting the institution and forget our purpose to “go and make” disciples. We fall prey to our own 
sinfulness - selfishness, consumerism, allowing personal agendas to carry too much weight. 
 
I believe God is ready to forgive us, teach us, and equip us - especially at this moment. God is calling us to live 
into the moment. I believe God is waiting to grow us, if we will put our trust in God. 
 
We have a choice right now - pray for God to develop and grow within us the non-financial spiritual resources 
that have the ability to transform lives, or give in to the secular climate that is weighing all of us down. 

(Continued on Page 2) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

BUILDING BRIDGES  
CAMPAIGN REMINDER 

 

As we enter the last months of our 
Building Bridges Campaign, which 
ends in March of 2022, we would like 
to thank everyone who has been 
faithful to donate and fulfill pledges to 
the campaign. Your generosity is 
overwhelming, and we have  
accomplished a lot so far. We are 
currently $99,245.73 from meeting 
our pledged goal. Thanks so much 
for your  
continued 
contributions 
to this worthy 
campaign. 
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Anxiety, fear, conflict, judgment, dismantling hope, divisiveness, idle talk; these are just a sampling of the  
resources that give the devil a foothold.  
 
There is anxiety about the future of the church, and many of you have expressed your own anxiety about Muir’s 
Chapel as we recognize our losses during the pandemic and acknowledge the toll that the pending LBGTQ issue 
has taken on the United Methodist Church. The hope was that this issue would have been resolved years ago, and 
now the pandemic has stretched it out for another two years. As an update, General Conference does not meet 
again until August of 2022. Until General Conference and Annual Conferences vote, we remain in a holding  
pattern. Once votes are taken and options made available, the leadership of Muir’s Chapel will take appropriate 
next steps.  
 
The pandemic is leaving its scars. It has especially left its scars among the poorest around the globe. And for the 
majority, fear, anxiety, and exhaustion threaten to occupy too much of our energy and focus. It is time for us to 
remember that safety lies in God, not in our habits. Change is hard, but God is trustworthy.  
 
I feel excited and hopeful about the future of Muir’s Chapel. I realize that members of our congregation have  
differing perspectives when it comes to some theological and societal issues. I also believe that we have much 
more in common than we realize. I observe the fruit of the Spirit - generosity, faithfulness, goodness,  
Compassion - every day in the lives of the members and friends of Muir’s Chapel. Denominations come and go, 
because denominations are man-made. The church, however, is God’s idea and it will flourish throughout time.  
It may take fresh expressions and even different names, but God has worked through us and in spite of us, His 
flawed disciples, from generation to generation. And God will continue to work through the disciples who make 
Muir’s Chapel their home for many generations to come. 
 
I will speak briefly to the denominational issues at our upcoming Charge Conference. Our leadership team hopes 
to have a full report of goals and action plans before the end of the year. We cannot change the time frame of the 
conference votes, but we can grow in ministry and offer hope and healing to a world desperately in need of both. 
In fact, that is exactly what God is calling us to do. We can choose to let God grow us and change us as we not 
only wait, but take positive action steps to be more true to God’s purposes for all of his creation. 
 

(Thanks to all who participated in the recent planning sessions!) 
 

Pastor Brenda 

THANK YOU  
 

The Staff of MCUMC would like to say 
a BIG thank you to our church family 
for ALL of the love and appreciation 
you have shown us this month!  We 
have been overwhelmed by your kind 
words, calls, emails, food, gifts,        
donations, etc; to say that we feel 
blessed is an understatement.  Our 
hearts are FULL! 
 

Many THANKS!  

LINK  
SUNDAY  
 

Join us on  
Sunday, October 
31st, following  
The Bridge @314  
Service in the Gym to finish making 
shoes out of jean material for the  
children of Uganda.  The project called 
“Sole Hope”  helps prevents Jiggers 
from infecting children’s feet!   
 

We began this project just as COVID-
19 shut everything down. We're  
finishing up this project. Please bring a 
good pair of scissors with you if you 
have them! All other materials will be 
provided. 



 

1 
Pam Rock 

2 
Margaret Brown 

Anne Eagle 
Colby Tsujii 

3 
Justin Ollis 
Chris Patty 

4 
Pat Easley 
Jimmy Ford 
Doris Self 

6 
Lillian Jones 
Ron Rehm 

8 
Kenny Mann 

9 
Jerry Hopkins 

Pat Love 
10 

Arne Aadland 
Carl Fenske 
Helen Smith 

13 
Isaac Mulrooney 

Joseph Mulrooney 
14 

Boots Wood 
15 

Ray Marsh 
Kelly Sessoms 

SUPPORT GREENSBORO 
URBAN MINISTRY 

There will be no Food Drive at Food Lion this 

fall so we are asking that you consider bringing 

extra donations to drop in the GUM box on Sun-

days!  Thank you for your continued support! 

GRATITUDE JOURNAL 
As a congregation, we are going to take a 
journey of gratitude together beginning  
November 1st with a Gratitude Journal. They 
will be available Sunday morning, or you 
may pick them up in the office next week. 
They will also be available on the church 
website. Remember to pick up your No-
vember Gratitude Journal and join in this 
journey starting Monday, November 1st.  

The 2022 Altar Flower 
Calendar is now open.  
You may pick a  
Sunday for flowers to 
be placed on the altar 

in the Sanctuary in honor, memory or  
celebration of a loved one!  We’ll order the 
flowers and type a message in the bulletin.  
The cost is $40 for the arrangement and 
you may take them after the 11:10 am  
service is over.  Please contact Alison  
Ludemann in the church office to reserve  
a date.   

MISSION PROJECT FOR KIDS 
Kids (K-5th Grade) are invited on  
November 14th at 3:30 pm to join us as 
we make cards and put together goodie 
bags for folks on our Congregational Care 
list.  If you are able, we would 
like each child to bring in 5 
items from the Dollar Tree to 
include in the goodie bags. 
We will also have Pizza.  

CHARGE CONFERENCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETING 

Please save the date for an Administrative Council and Charge Conference  
meeting on Sunday, November 14th, 2021, at 7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  
We will have an Administrative Council meeting first, and then, convene the year-
ly Charge Conference to review 2021 and to approve items for 2022. So, please 
mark this date on your calendar and plan to attend this in-person meeting in the 
Fellowship Hall on Sunday, November 14th, at 7:00 pm. 

COMMUNITY ANGELS 
We will be providing children from  
Morehead Elementary School with 
Christmas gifts again this year!   
Community Angels’ names will be 
ready no later than November 21st.  



 

 

 
 

 

Rev. Brenda Newman, Senior Pastor 
 pastorbrenda@muirschapelumc.com 
 

Brian Edwards, Director of Youth & Discipleship  
 bedwards@muirschapelumc.com 
 

Kim Hastings, Director of Children’s Ministries 
 khastings@muirschapelumc.com 
 

Laurin Daniels Allred, Director of Music & Creative Arts 
 ldallred@muirschapelumc.com 
 

Blake Cummings, Facilities Manager 
 bcummings@muirschapelumc.com 
 

Sandy Cantliffe, Office & Financial Manager 
 scantliffe@muirschapelumc.com 
 

Alison Ludemann, Church Secretary 
 aludemann@muirschapelumc.com 
 

Kenny Phillips, Accompanist 
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ATTENDANCE & OFFERING  
 

October 10th 
Giving $2,827.00 
Other Income $   153.50      
Budget $2,980.50 
Designated Funds $511.00 

 

  8:30 am Service 18 
  9:15 am Service 45 
11:00 am Service  74 
5:00 pm Youth Worship 26 
Total 163 
Sunday School 63 

 

October 17th 
Giving $12,377.60 
Other Income $   84.00      
Budget $12.461.60 
Designated Funds $2,778.93 

 

  8:30 am Service 19 
  9:15 am Service 47 
11:00 am Service  65 
5:00 pm Youth Worship 33 
Total 164 
Sunday School 53 
 

October 24th 
Giving $3,909.51 
Other Income $   815.00      
Budget $4,724.51 
Designated Funds $8,005.29 

 

  8:30 am Service 20 
  9:15 am Service 48 
11:00 am Service  87 
5:00 pm Youth Worship 31 
Total 186 
Sunday School 70 

GIFTS TO THE CHURCH 
In memory of Ed Phillips 
 For Building Bridges 
  By Don and Sharon White 
  By Danny Cornelius 
  By Steve and Carole Loflin 
In honor of the Playschool 
 For the Playschool 
  By Jennifer Sommer 
In honor of my mother, Joann      
Campbell for Yom Kippur 
 For the Budget 
  By Kimberly Campbell 
In honor of Larry and Nancy Elkins 
 For Building Bridges 
  By William and Laurie Tesh 
  By Duke and Rita Elkins 
  By Dorothy Walker 
 For the Good Samaritan Fund 
  By Steve and Shirley Ludemann 
In honor and appreciation of the Pastor 
and Staff of MCUMC 
 For a Love Offering 
  By Glenn and Donna Gorham 
In honor of the Church Staff 
 For a Love Offering 
  By Clarence and Marie Slaughter 

THANK YOU 
 

Thank you for all of the prayers, cards, 
calls and love during my recent  
procedure.  It is greatly appreciated!   
 

Jane Miller 
 

 

 

Thank you for all the prayers, food, 
cards, phone calls, texts, and visits 
during my recovery from double  
pneumonia.  I also want to thank  
Alison Ludemann for bringing me a 
walker with 4 wheels from the church 
to help me get around because I was 
so weak.  I truly appreciate each and 
every one of you.  Feeling blessed!  
 

Gwen Hopkins 
 

 

SYMPATHY 
Our sincere Christian sympathy is  

extended to the family of Virginia Jordan 

who passed away on October 10, 2021 

and to the family of Rev. Kenneth James 

who passed away on October 25, 2021.  

Sunday Mornings at 11:10 am 

YouTube: Muirs Chapel 


