
 

“13 No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” John 15: 13 (NRSV) 
 

“The Only One Who Could Help.” It is the title for an article written by Eric 
Townsend in 2006 about one of our own police officers, Brad Denny. Denny 
played a key role in the rescue of a six year old girl who had been attacked by 
dogs, and remained in a precarious position. The sole entrance to rescue the 
young girl was through a small window. Denny was the only officer on site 
small enough to climb through the window, and even he was not able to fit  
without taking off his utility belt. Without his weapon, he was left vulnerable to 
the vicious dogs. He was able to help the badly injured child escape through the 
window, and doctors later shared with the officers that she was minutes away 
from death when they arrived at the hospital.  
 
Our July Spur On 21 focus is first responders. They have not only been heroes and frontline workers during the pandemic, 
but by definition, they put their lives on the line for others daily. The collapse of the 12 story oceanfront condo near Miami 
has made us even more aware of the risks and sacrifices made by firefighters, emergency medical technicians, and police. 
These responders in Florida are in their 19th day as I write this article. They have worked in shifts amid sun and rain, only 
pausing briefly as Hurricane Elsa blew through. They have had to remove large blocks of concrete, knowing that every piece 
of debris could cause another shift. They have had to put out fires, knowing that there was a delicate balance. They could not 
inundate the fires with water, because too much water could cause further collapse. Police and other responders have put up 
support tents and worked with waiting families. All of the first responders carry the heavy emotional weight of grief. 
 
In the Muir’s Chapel Playschool, we have four parents who are first responders-three firefighters and one emergency  
medical technician. We are also grateful for three police officers connected with our congregation. Justin, one of the fire-
fighters, shared about a recent call in which he and his fellow firefighters had to immediately begin CPR. Just a few days 
later, the doorbell to the station rang, he had not recognized the man at first, but it was the same individual he had revived 
with CPR the previous Sunday. They both cried and hugged. Justin shared that it was pretty special to see him back on his 
feet so quickly and that it is rare to get to meet those you have helped. 
 
Josh, another of our firefighters, recalled a 3 am structure fire on Merritt Drive. Heavy smoke and flames were already  
showing from the front of the house. His crew was assigned search and rescue. They were met by two adults telling them that 
there was still someone in the house. As they entered the structure, they were greeted with high heat and zero visibility. As 
they started the search, they could hear what sounded like snoring, but turned out to be the victim’s agonizing respirations. 
The victim was in a narrow hallway where it was tough to maneuver. Josh noted that solid training and good communication 
skills enabled them to lift the victim and carry him outside.  The patient had suffered second and third degree burns to a  
considerable amount of his body. The best part of the story, however, was that that the victim came by to thank the  
firefighters several months later. He was not only recovering from the burns, but he had been an alcoholic which had led to 
estranged relationships with his family. He had begun to mend his relationships and had also started a relationship with Jesus 
Christ. Josh and his partner received a “fire life save” for this incident. 
 
There are insufficient words to express appreciation for those who risks their lives for complete strangers on a regular basis. 
It is a high calling. God instructs us to love our neighbors as ourselves. We are given the Golden Rule from Matthew 7:12  
12 “So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.” If we, or 
our loved ones, were in need of rescue, then we hope and pray for such a hero as these first responders. Join with us this 
month in purchasing snacks, signing cards, and praying for these heroes that live among us.  
 
*To protect their privacy and per their request, we will not be printing the names of the first responders connected to our church.      

 
 



 

Disciple 4 classes will be offered  
beginning this fall on Mondays from  
2-4 pm. The classes will run from  
September 13th-May 16th. It is a study 
of the Writings (Includes Ezra,  
Nehemiah, Proverbs, and Psalms, 
John, and Revelation.) Deadline to sign 
up is August 1st. Contact the church 
office to sign up!  

mailto:mcoffice@muirschapelumc.com?subject=Disciple%20IV
mailto:mcoffice@muirschapelumc.com?subject=Disciple%20IV


 

SIGN UP TIME FOR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
All 3 year olds through 5th graders are invited to our  
weekend VBS on Friday, July 23rd, (5:45 - 7:55 pm) and 
Saturday, July 24th (10:00 am—Noon).  Go to the church 
website to find our online sign up form or scan this QR code.   

 

At Anchored Vacation Bible School 2021, kids embark  
on an undersea adventure, diving deeper in their faith  

and discovering the unwavering love of God! 

Over the past few years, Friendly Avenue 

Church of Christ has welcomed our  

community to our annual Caring By  

Sharing FREE Clothing Giveaway. Over 

the past eight years, we have helped more 

than 7,000 people with clothing for  

themselves or their family. 

 
Our next giveaway is scheduled for 

August 7, 2021. 

 

This clothing giveaway is open to anyone 

with a clothing need. There is no qualifying 

or preregistering required. Just show up 

and enjoy your time with us. You will be 

asked to complete a form with some basic 

information as this is how we track the 

number of people we serve. 

 

The giveaway itself consists of all types of 

clothing for any season for men, women, 

and children. Clothing is donated by the 

community for the purpose of sharing our 

blessings with those in need. Everyone is 

given the same amount of time to shop. 

Once everyone has shopped one time, we 

open the shopping area up for you to take 

as much as you need.  

 
We accept clothing donations  

beginning in May of each year. We  

request that the donations be clean and 

slightly worn. Acceptable clothing  

consists of ANY wearable; including 

hats, scarves, swimwear, sleepwear, 

jewelry, shoes, etc. We do NOT accept 

used socks or underwear.  

 

DROP OFF DONATIONS AT:  

FRIENDLY AVE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

5101 W FRIENDLY AVE 

GREENSBORO NC 27410 

 

If you’d like additional information on the 

giveaway or how you can volunteer to help 

at the event, please contact Tricia Parker 

at cbs@friendlyave.org or 336-420-2924.  

mailto:cbs@friendlyave.org?subject=Clothing%20Donation
mailto:mcoffice@muirschapelumc.com?subject=TOP%205
mailto:ldallred@muirschapelumc.com?subject=Talent%20Show


 

 

 
 

 

Rev. Brenda Newman, Senior Pastor 
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Brian Edwards, Director of Youth & Discipleship  
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The Church Office will be open 
Monday-Thursday. If you need to reach us 
on Fridays, please call Alison Ludemann at  
336-317-8243 or Sandy Cantliffe at  
336-908-4777!  
 

*Don't forget you can reach Pastor  
Brenda anytime at  704-785-7948.   

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING  
 

July 4th 

Giving $14,970.00 

Other Income $   230.00      

Budget $15.200.00 

Designated Funds $2,041.70 
 

  8:30 am Service 17 

  9:15 am Service 44 

11:00 am Service  81 

Total 142 

Sunday School 78 
July 11th 

Giving $5,273.00 

Other Income $   0.00      

Budget $5,273.00 

Designated Funds $1,370.53 
 

  8:30 am Service 17 

  9:15 am Service 60 

11:00 am Service  74 

Youth Worship 14 

Total 165 

Sunday School 75 

GIFTS TO THE CHURCH 
In memory of Jack E. Thomas 

 For the History Memorial Fund 

  By Ed and Jeris Holden 

  By Deborah Knoebel 

  By Sam and Pat Neerman 

  By Gaynelle Joyner 

  By Frederick and Margo Schmidt 

  By Caleb and Eugenia Redding 

 For Congregational Care  

  By Bob and Hallie Williams 

  By Sam and Pat Smoak 

 For the Good Samaritan Fund 

  By Lee’s Bible Class 

Just a quick reminder that  we  
continually collect non-perishable food 
donations for Greensboro Urban  
Ministry! Collection boxes are located 
in the narthex of the Sanctuary and in 
the hallway near the gym! 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
 

August 29th 
Link Sunday & Talent Show 

 

September 6th 
Packing Boxes for Feeding the 5,000 

 

September 11th 
Feeding the 5,000 

 

September 12th 
Homecoming 


