
Please be advised that Eureka Township has not adopted urban town powers pursuant to Stat. § 
368.01.  The statute provides that a that has platted portions where 1,200 or more people reside or a 
town that has a platted area within 20 miles of the city hall of a city of the first class having a population 
over 200,000 automatically have urban town powers.  Minn. Stat. § 368.01, subd. 1, states:   
 

Towns described.  A town that has platted portions where 1,200 or more people reside 
or a town that has a platted area within 20 miles of the city hall of a city of the first class 
having over 200,000 population shall have the powers enumerated in this section. Its 
town board may adopt, amend, or repeal ordinances and rules for the purposes 
enumerated. 

 
Eureka Township, although located within the metropolitan area, is not legally authorized to 
automatically exercise urban town powers as the Township does not contain “platted portions where 
1,200 or more people reside” or “has a platted area within 20 miles of the city hall of a city of the first 
class having over 200,000 population” (i.e., the City of Minneapolis or the City of St. Paul).   
 
Please note that subdivision 1a of the statute does provide that certain other towns with population of 
1,000 or more that does not qualify under subdivision 1, shall have the enumerated powers upon an 
affirmative vote of its electors at the annual town meeting.  Minn. Stat. § 368.01, subd. 1a states: 
 

Certain other towns.  A town with a population of 1,000 or more that does not qualify 
under subdivision 1, shall have the enumerated powers upon an affirmative vote of its 
electors at the annual town meeting. The population must be established by the most 
recent federal decennial census, special census as provided in section 368.015, or 
population estimate by the state demographer made according to section 4A.02, 
whichever has the latest stated date of count or estimate.  

 
This provision would apply to the Township who had a population of 1453 in 2019.   However, there is no 
record that the Township’s electors at an annual meeting ever voted to adopt urban town powers 
pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 368.01, subd. 1a.  The fact that the electors at a 1965 annual meeting voted to 
grant the Town Board authority to “adopt building and zoning regulations and restrictions” does not 
change this fact.  The vote was only to allow for the adoption of planning and zoning by the Township -- 
not urban town powers. 
 
Finally, to my knowledge there has been no notice filed with either the County Auditor or the 
Minnesota  Secretary of State confirming that Eureka Township has adopted urban town powers.   Minn. 
Stat. § 368.01, subd. 30 states: 
 

Notice to auditor, secretary of state; filing. The town clerk of each town exercising 
special powers under this section shall so notify in writing the county auditor of the 
county in which the town is located and the secretary of state. The written notice shall 
be filed by the county auditor and the secretary of state as a public record.  
 

As such, the Township does not currently have urban town powers. 
 
I hope this answers the Town Board’s question if Eureka Township has adopted urban town powers.   If 
not, please call me at your earliest convenience. 
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