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Dream big. Live bigger.

We believe actors and filmmakers should have more control over the success of their careers.



Story Institute  students 
don’t hope for professional 
careers, they create them.

Learn how to put the “business” in show business

Build the skills needed for today’s industry

Create your own opportunities

Forge successful habits

Establish foundations you will use forever 

Exceed your own goals

Have more control over your career

STORY INSTITUTE



WHY STORY INSTITUTE?
Lifetime mentorship
Small class sizes
Our instructors work
Our students work
We are a school and a production company
We support our local and global community

100% of diploma graduates have 
booked paid, professional work 
before graduating the program.

Year after year Movie 
Maker Magazine lists 
Vancouver as one of
the top 3 film industry 
locations in North America.



Story Institute is within 
walking distance of many of 
the top casting studios, 
production companies, and 
talent agencies in 
Vancouver.



WHO IS STORY INSTITUTE?
Are you someone who has always felt a 
unique connection to movies and stories? 
Have you found yourself more at home with 
other creative people? Do you wish to be a 
part of a global community, dedicated to 
reflecting how your generation sees the 
world, yesterday, today, and tomorrow?

Story Institute was founded by, and is 
operated by, fellow creative individuals like 
yourself. We are a collective of professional 
actors, writers, and filmmakers who feel an 
overwhelming responsibility to connect fellow 
artists to the same opportunities we’ve had 
and continue to pursue.

We believe everyone has a story and a right 
to share it with the world. We believe stories 
are the most powerful force in the universe 
and they can be the catalyst for us all to 
reach our greatest potential. 

Story Institute draws people from all over the 
world, with diverse experiences, 
backgrounds, perspectives, beliefs, and 
interests.



100% of the actors in our most recent diploma program 
have booked professional work in film and television.

All our instructors still actively work in the film industry, 
many in key positions, leads, and series regular roles.



WHAT IS STUDENT LIFE LIKE? 

We believe in a healthy work/life 
balance. Therefore we keep 
homework to a minimum. We can’t 
expect you to recreate authentic  
human experiences in your work,  if 
we don’t give you enough time to 
experience them in your everyday life.

You’ll do more than just build 
lifelong friendships; you’ll 
create an expanded family.



WHAT IS A TYPICAL SCHOOL DAY? 

Classes are, Monday through Friday, 9:00am to 1:30pm or 2:00pm – 6:30pm
You will have some morning and some afternoon classes each week.

Students who learn by 
teaching retain 90% of the 
information they are given 
and have a greater ability to 
apply the knowledge.

We teach differently, 
our students learn 
differently.



THE
PROFESSIONAL ACTOR
6-month diploma program for film, television, & voice-overs

Career Planning

Voice-Overs

Improvisation

Scene Study Auditioning



The Professional Actor | Diploma Program
Career Development Audition Improv Voiceover Scene Study

As an independent 
contractor, an actor 
is responsible for 
leading all elements 
of their business; 
marketing, finance, 
agent relationships, 
networking, 
branding, and goal 
setting. This class 
provides the skills 
and concrete steps 
required for 
success in these 
areas.

The audition room 
is where actors 
usually spend more 
than 80% of their 
careers. This is 
similar to what we 
do on set but 
requires unique 
and specific skills 
for this step of the 
process. Booking 
the job is different 
than doing the job. 
Learn to be great 
at both.

Knowing what your 
character or the 
story will likely do, 
even before 
reading the next 
words in the script 
is a powerful tool. 
Learning how to 
find “what’s not on 
the page” and 
finding deeper 
meaning to “what is 
on the page” are 
invaluable skills for 
and actor.

Creating multiple 
revenue streams as 
an actor is a key 
element to 
consistency and 
success. Cartoons, 
video games, 
audiobooks, 
commercials,… 
there are numerous 
ways to add job 
opportunities. 
Learn to audition 
every day in this 
part of the industry.

Acting is simply 
behaving truthfully 
under imaginary 
circumstances. This 
can be broken 
down by the 
scientific elements 
and the organic 
elements. When 
you learn to master 
both, you learn to 
truthfully live the 
stories you tell 
through suspension 
of disbelief.

What will you learn?

• Branding
• Building Habits
• Goal Setting
• Business Plans
• Agents
• Hits & Brands
• Marketing
• Demo Reels
• Headshots
• Budgeting
• Networking
• FInancing

• Breakdowns
• Character Work
• Text Analysis
• Research
• Emotional Access
• Subtext
• Taking Direction
• Wardrobe & Props
• Eyelines

• Accepting Offers
• Committing
• Relationships
• Environment
• Subtext
• Conflict
• Active Listening
• Increasing Stakes
• Live Performance

• Creating Voices
• 8 Tones of Selling
• Narration
• Walla
• Taking Direction
• Anime
• Auditioning

• Goals
• Pre-Life
• Obstacles 
• Tactics
• Personalization
• Relationships
• Environments
• Finding the Facts



What can I expect after graduation?

On-Camera Demo Reel Voice-Over Demo Reel Help finding an agent

Lifetime mentorship A working business plan

The ability and confidence to audition and book professional work right away.

Incredible core foundations



Applicants are required to pass an audition for The Professional 
Actor and an interview for The Professional Writer. 

These programs are delivered entirely in English and you must be 
proficient in both writing and verbal skills in this language.

A high school diploma is not required to be admitted.

What are the admission requirements?
Apply in person or via Zoom

TBD



How do you apply? What does the audition for 
The Professional Actor 

program look like?Fill out the online application
https://storyinstitute.ca/schedule-an-audition/

Schedule an audition time (in person or Zoom)
for your audition (approximately 30 minutes is required)

That’s it!
(Reach out to an admissions advisor should you have 
any questions about the audition process or program.)

The Audition
You will be given a short scene to prepare. You will 
then be given a redirection, regardless of what choices
you make to evaluate your ability to take direction.

The GREAT OPERA
You will be given our foundational program elements,
and asked to learn these 10  ideas in a way that allows
you to recite them back in your own words.

Essay
You can send this advance or bring it with you to the
audition. This is a 1-page essay or 2-minute video that
reveals why you think the world needs storytellers and
why you want to be a professional actor.

https://storyinstitute.ca/schedule-an-audition/




Students can apply for a 
$1,000 discount if they 
commit to volunteering a 
minimum of 4 hours a 
month while studying.



Graduate with the tools 
needed to succeed

Demo Reel
Voice-Over Demo
Agent Submission Pkg

High School students  
may audition up to 18 
months before a 
program start date.

Receive lifetime mentorship and an 
opportunity to train for free for life 
after graduation of the diploma 
program.



I've always felt as ease at Story Institute, even with the nerves that 
come up before it's my turn to perform. From my first meeting with 
Michael I've felt he is truly interested in identifying what my goals are 
and doing whatever he can to help me move towards them.

I could go on for a while longer, so I'm going to summarize as best I 
can. My experience at Story Institute has me feeling seen, heard, 
truly supported, pushed to grow, and a place where new meaningful 
relationships are developed on top of developing skills.

I've never been so excited to continuously go somewhere that pushes 
me out of my comfort zone consistently. I highly recommend checking 
Story Institute out for anyone who is either interested in pursuing 
anything in the TV/Film industry or just curious about dipping a toe in 
to see how it is.” Sean Fortier

What do others have to say?

“First class and I already know I’m in the right place to 
enhance my skills and further my opportunities within 
this acting field. Michael Coleman is the real deal and 
truly cares about his student careers!” Shelley 
Williams

“Had the most amazing time learning and growing with 
Story Institute for the past couple of months! It was a 
blessing to be guided by incredible actor and 
instructor Michael Coleman!! My cup runneth over! So 
elated and looking forward to upward movement on my 
acting journey!” Leslie Barnett



What do others have to say?
Ben Collier, writer:
“Paul is a brilliant instructor and mentor in the 
fundamentals of screenwriting and in facilitating 
the growth of our respective storytelling 
approaches. I continue to use the knowledge 
gained in Paul’s class to enrich my writing in not 
only screenwriting, but other forms such as 
poetry, prose, and academic writing.”

Madeline Setzer, actor:
“Paul is an incredibly insightful teacher. From the 
logistics of storytelling to the heart of the 
characters he creates and the individuals he 
teaches, I owe my tremendous growth as a writer 
to him. Not only do I feel better equipped to 
navigate the daunting process of storytelling, but 
his lessons remain with me through all peaks and 
valleys. It’s not very often you get to be educated 
by someone curious, empathetic, 
erudite, and funny. I am endlessly grateful to his 
guidance. If you have the opportunity, I 
recommend you take his course.”

Jeff Christianson, teacher/writer:
“I've taken many classes and had many teachers over the years but 
few that I've enjoyed or benefited from as much as this one. Paul is an 
amazing educator with a great passion for his subject matter. I teach 
drama/performing arts and I still received so much from the class. If 
you're serious about taking your screenwriting to the next level then 
this is the class for you. Paul's teaching has allowed me to think about 
story in new ways and has helped me take my current project to the 
next level.”



What do others have to say?

Andy Bartlett, veteran animator:
“I recently completed Paul’s script writing class, and found it to 
be an enjoyable and rewarding experience. Paul is very 
energetic and motivated as he takes the class step by step 
through the professional storytelling and scriptwriting process. A 
good and respectful listener, he took an interest in each 
student's goals and ambitions, giving sound professional advice 
tailored to each person's abilities and skill level.”

Scott Patey, actor & improv comedian:
We connected on both a professional & personal level. His 
experience as a former school teacher and pastor made him 
engaging in a fun classroom environment. He has an 
undeniable passion for film and television and incredible 
knowledge in story and structure.”

Harnoor Gill, filmmaker:
“Paul's screenwriting class helped me to thoroughly understand the 
fundamentals and process of developing a screenplay. I learned 
lessons that I will use for years to come.”

Rachelle Lachland - Manager, Vancouver TheatreSports:
“Studying Screenwriting with Paul was a supremely enjoyable and eye 
opening experience. Paul offers a wealth of information and helps to 
foster a fun, informative and safe learning environment. Under his 
instruction I could share my work with confidence and found his 
feedback insightful, on the mark and helpful in making my work 
stronger.”





Meet the Faculty

Siobhan Williams Toby Marks Michael Robinson Devyn Dalton Pam Jones Mabel Clements

James Douglas Fred Ewanuick Val Duthil Michael Coleman Maggie O’Hara Tasya Teles

Their collective credits include roles on My Little Pony, Riverdale, The 100, Shoresy, Dragonball Z, 
Once Upon a Time, Hello Kitty, The Quarry, Deadly Class, Harry Potter, Planet of the Apes, 
Ghostbusters: Afterlife, Ninjago, X-Men: Evolution, DC Legends of Tomorrow, and many more.





STORY INSTITUTE
Vancouver Campus

320 – 640 W. Broadway Street
Vancouver, BC V5Z 1G4

(778) 222-8677
storyinstitute.ca

STORY INSTITUTE
Prince George Campus
2211 Nicholson Street S.

Prince George, BC V2P 1V9

(778) 222-8677
storyinstitute.ca

tel:7782228677
https://storyinstitute.ca/
tel:7782228677
tel:7782228677
https://storyinstitute.ca/

