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 On Wednesday, January 19, 2022, the preliminary hearing for Defendant 
Orsino Thurman was held.  The Commonwealth, represented by District Attorney 
Lesley Childers-Potts, presented the testimony of three witnesses during the 
hearing; Elmer Myers, Terry Myers and arresting officer, Trooper Adam Zinn.  
Elmer Myers and Terry Myers provided eye witness testimony concerning the 
events of August 24, 2020.  Trooper Zinn provided testimony concerning the 
progress of the investigation, evidence collected at the scene, lab results and 
conclusions drawn from the statements and evidence collected.  Magisterial 
District Judge Brian Baker presided over the hearing. 
 
 At the conclusion of the testimony, Attorney Jenkins, representing 
Thurman, made brief argument and requested that the summary offense of 
Defiant Trespass be dismissed, arguing that the Commonwealth had not provided 
evidence that the defendant was aware of the requests of both victims for the 
group to leave the property.  Childers-Potts argued that based upon the 
Defendant’s own words during the incident, made prior to the Defendant 
discharging his handgun in the direction of the victims, made it clear that he did, 
in fact, hear the requests to vacate the property, and simply did not respond to 
them.  Judge Baker issued a finding that the Commonwealth had met its burden 
and all charges were bound over to the Court of Common Pleas of Bedford 
County.  Defense counsel also requested a reduction in bail and made argument 
for the request.  Childers-Potts opposed a bail reduction and argued that prior 
criminal offenses, a history of bench warrants for failure to appear in other 
jurisdictions, the dangerous nature of the Defendant’s criminal acts, both past 
and present, and a lack of ties to Bedford County and the state of Pennsylvania 
were all reasons that bail should remain the same.  Judge Baker denied the 
Defendant’s request for a reduction in bail.  Thurman’s bail remains set at 
$350,000 straight cash bond. 
 



 Orsino Thurman was charged with multiple criminal offenses, including 
Felony Aggravated Assault, Felony Person Not to Possess Firearms, Simple 
Assault, and Recklessly Endangering Another Person, as a result of the incident 
on August 24, 2020.  Following an extensive investigation and the receipt of 
multiple lab reports tying Thurman to the handgun used at the scene, charges 
were ultimately filed against Thurman in the spring of 2021.  At that time, 
charges were also filed against Bedford County resident Terry Myers.  Myers 
cooperated with State Police during the investigation and willing appeared for 
preliminary arraignment following the filing of the charges.  Thurman, after 
being notified by State Police of the charges against him, failed to return to 
Pennsylvania for arraignment, and an arrest warrant was obtained by PSP and 
the District Attorney for Thurman’s apprehension.   
 
The Office of the District Attorney made contact with the prosecutor responsible 
for the charges filed in DeWitt County, Illinois, following Thurman’s arrest in that 
jurisdiction.  The prosecutors worked together to attempt to finalize the 
extradition of Thurman back to Bedford County.  In Illinois, Thurman contested 
the extradition.  Childers-Potts and her team worked to obtain a Governor’s 
Warrant to force Thurman back to Pennsylvania.  Once the Governor’s Warrant 
was secured, authorities in Illinois denied bail and Thurman was held without 
bond.  Thurman then attempted to fight the enforcement of the Governor’s 
Warrant, however a court in Illinois denied his request and Childers-Potts was 
notified that Thurman could be brought back to Bedford County.  The process to 
extradite Thurman back to Pennsylvania after his arrest in Illinois took several 
months to complete.  On January 13, 2022, Thurman was successfully returned 
to Bedford County. 
 
On January 19, 2022, an agreement was entered into between the Office of the 
District Attorney and Terry Myers, represented by Attorney Matthew Zatko.  That 
agreement allowed for the testimony of Terry Myers at the preliminary hearing 
for Thurman, as well as all future hearings where his testimony is requested by 
the Commonwealth.  In exchange for his cooperation and complete and truthful 
testimony, at the conclusion of the case against Thurman, the charges against 
Myers will be dismissed with prejudice.  In discussing the agreement, Childers-
Potts explained, “My office needed to make a decision about what was best for 
Bedford County and what was needed to successfully prosecute the case against 
Mr. Thurman.  I am very concerned about the danger to society Mr. Thurman 
seems to create in most of the jurisdictions where he has been arrested, including 
Bedford County.  Based upon my research, Mr. Thurman is a Person Not to 
Possess Firearms in nearly every state he passed through in August 2020, from 
the time he left Milwaukee, Wisconsin, until he would have arrived in 
Washington D.C.  We can’t overlook or disregard that information.  In addition, 
his recent charges in DeWitt County, Illinois are violent and posed a danger to 
many innocent lives in that county.  I believe we have an opportunity and an 
obligation to ensure justice is served and Mr. Thurman receives a sentence in 
Pennsylvania that is suitable for someone with his criminal history.  To 
accomplish that goal, the testimony of Terry Myers is crucial.  Withdrawing 



criminal charges is not something I do lightly, but Mr. Myers has been 
cooperative throughout the entire process and I believe he also wants to see that 
justice is found at the conclusion of these proceedings.  I realize there will be 
people who disagree with my decision to enter into that agreement with Mr. 
Myers and his attorney, but I firmly believe it is the correct decision and also the 
right thing to do.  I stand by the decision I made.” 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 


