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Dear Farmington River Families,

Tuesday brought us our first taste of Winter.  This is a good time to review the procedure for snow
days.  I have already met with DPW Superintendents from Otis and Sandisfield to share maps of bus
routes and discuss procedures.  When snow or ice is forecast the principal will place a call to Brad
Curry from Sandisfield DPW and Derek Poirier from Otis DPW between 4:30-5:00 am to ascertain the
conditions of the roads. The principal will cancel school if the Superintendents report that the roads
are in poor condition and they are unable to keep the roads open and safe.   The principal will delay
the opening of school for two hours if the Superintendents report that the roads can be made safe
with extra time.The Dufour Bus Company has requested that a decision should be made by 5:15 am.
A decision to cancel or delay school will be followed by an automated call to all FRRSD families and
staff at 5:45 am.  The information will adobe  posted on the website and sent to local radio television
stations.

Next week will be short but productive.  Have a great weekend.

Sincerely,

Rob Putnam
Interim Principal/Superintendent

You can access all previous editions of the Farmington River Elementary School Weekly Family
Newsletter at this link: Newsletter Archive

Please Welcome New FRES Staff Members
Caroline Stamm joined the FRES on Monday, November 14 as the Administrative Assistant to the
Principal and the Superintendent.   Caroline is  a graduate of University Of North Carolina At
Greensboro with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Drama and a minor in American Sign Language.  She was
the Berkshire Theater Group (BTG) Education Stage Manager from 2018-2022 where she worked
with students, schools, actors, directors, and BTG management to coordinate all production activities.
Please introduce yourself when you call or visit the school.

Eric Sullivan joined the team on Tuesday November 15 as a part-time evening custodian. Eric will be
working at the school sometime after 3:30 but before 7:00 am.

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1kW_LSeJbp8sZNRPKFZkyAjBwB5krO7sm?usp=sharing


Wellness Advisory Committee
The FRRSD Wellness Policy requires the school to establish a Wellness Committee composed of the
superintendent (or designee), the School Nurse, the Health and Physical education Teacher, the
Assistant to the supt., the Food Service Director, a parent, a community representative, and any other
interested volunteer.

The Wellness Committee is supposed to meet at least twice a year to review the Wellness Policy and
make any necessary additions/changes to the Policy.The Wellness Committee is also supposed to
plan and implement one activity for staff and one activity for students to promote a healthy lifestyle.
These activities can be in conjunction with other professional development plans and student
programs. These activities will be funded by the school district.

The Wellness Committee will report to the School Committee annually on the following information:

● District menus and meal counts for the month/year
● All physical education and physical activity programs and opportunities for the given year and

recommendations for additions/changes/replacements of equipment.
● All health education programs and related activities and recommendations for

changes/additions/curriculum and standards revisions from the DESE.

I am scheduling our first meeting for December 15, 2022 at 4:00.  The meeting will be in the FRES
Library but there will be a Zoom option. Please contact me at rputnam@frrsd.org if you would like to
join the advisory committee.

COVID Test Kits for the Holidays

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uiuLfJdbzjLQLWGWl7m4t6hVgWVsv4us/view?usp=sharing
mailto:rputnam@frrsd.org


FRRSD will have take-home COVID rapid test kits sent home before Thanksgiving(Monday 11/21)
and the holiday break in December. All Students will be sent home with one box of two tests before
each holiday break. All families are encouraged to test students the day before they return from each
break. Please contact the school nurse for any additional test as they are also available.

Ensuring All FRES Families Have a Great Thanksgiving
We feel so fortunate to live in such a giving community. For over twenty years, Farmington River
Elementary students, teachers, parents, and staff have been collecting food and donations to provide
Thanksgiving baskets for FRES families in need. This year we also received some very generous
donations from community members. The baskets will include a frozen turkey with all of the fixings for
traditional side dishes, a pie, fresh produce, and additional non-perishable canned goods, paper
goods, snacks, boxed goods, drinks, and staples. We appreciate the support of our entire community
for helping us to make this happen!

The classrooms spent the last week collecting donations in boxes outside their classrooms.  Friday
afternoon the upper grades started filling the baskets.



Sandisfield Special Town Meeting
On Thursday, November 17 the Town of Sandisfield conducted a special town meeting. Article 1 on
the warrant, copied below,asked the people of Sandisfield to vote on the following article:

Proponents said that they did not actually want to withdraw from the district, but that they considered
the article a way to address what they consider to be an inequitable relationship between the two
towns. The article was described as a negotiating strategy. The vote was 35 in favor and 10 opposed.



The Regional Agreement establishes the process for drawing up three types of amendments: Section
VII Amendments (excluding withdrawal), Section VIII Admission of Additional Towns, and IX
Withdrawal.  The approved article is governed by the process described in Section IX Withdrawal.

The wording of the article can only be interpreted as a request for a withdrawal amendment which
therefore triggers Section IX. Section IX defines the process for acting on a withdrawal amendment
as follows.  First, the town seeking withdrawal must send the FRRSD School Committee a certified
copy of the vote.  Thereupon the School Committee must draw up an amendment describing, “terms
of withdrawal as it deems advisable”.  In consultation with representatives of the Massachusetts
Association of Regional Schools (MARS) I learned that the amendment must include a division of
assets, assignment of debts which includes assignment of retiree benefits and health insurance, a
detailed plan and agreements for the education of PreK-12 students, and the process for the
establishment of municipal school committees. Once the amendment is completed and approved by
the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE, it will be brought to town meetings.
The amendment shall take effect only upon its acceptance by both towns by a majority vote.

MARS advised me that a withdrawal process is subject to DESE timelines and that the process,
under the most favorable conditions, takes a minimum of 18 months. They also advised me that the
financial and legal aspects of the amendment process would require the assistance of consultants.

I anticipate that the school committee will receive notification from the Sandisfield Town Clerk by the
December 5 School Committee meeting and that the process will begin. I will be sure to keep the
school community informed.

First Grade
While focusing on the character trait of Caring, first grade has been learning about Thanksgiving and
why it is an important holiday.  We also discussed all of the important people and things that we have
in our lives to be thankful for.  Below are some of our “Thankful Projects.”

https://frrsd.org/district-information/frrsd-regional-agreement/


PTA

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B45ACAE22A4F85-annual/46801965

Annual Holiday Shop 2022

It’s that time of year again for our annual Holiday Shop! This tradition allows our
children in grades K-6 to hand-pick gifts for their family members, teachers, friends,
and pets. Each grade comes to shop in selected time slots throughout the selected
Thursday and Friday dates below. We are in need many hands to help set up, staff
(wrap 2 gifts per child, help children manage money and gift selection, restock
tables after each grade visits), and break down the shop. We welcome all PTA
members, their families, and community members.

www.signupgenius.com

Otis Police Winter Coat Drive
The Otis Police Department is conducting a winter coat drive for Farmington River Regional School District
families from Nov. 14 to Dec. 4. Donations of coats, snow pants, hats, and gloves can be dropped off at
Papa's, Knox Trail Inn, Katie's, Otis Town Hall, Bruce's Hardware, and Otis Poultry Farm. New and gently-used
items will be accepted. Distribution information will be announced at a later date.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B45ACAE22A4F85-annual/46801965
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B45ACAE22A4F85-annual/46801965
http://www.signupgenius.com/


Sergeant Tammy Weidhass dropped off the first bag of donations on Friday morning and she expects many
more. The coats will be distributed to families in need.

Dismissal Procedures
Please ensure that you provide a note, phone call, or email if you know you will be picking up your
child rather than having the child ride the bus or van.  We understand emergencies come up, but you
can help us to ensure safe and timely transportation of all children.



After School
Amy Maxton, Sue Olds, and Meaghan Martin start the After School with academic activities and support.  We
are all thankful to Jerilynn Beauregard and Karen Yvon for donating books and games

Silent reading Extra credit math

Playing Uno Working on school projects.

Intramurals
K-2 students having fun playing Rockin’ Rollers.
*Friendly reminder to please make sure students have sneakers for intramural days!



Library
This week students read “‘Twas the Night Before Thanksgiving” by Dav Pilkey. They then had an opportunity to
save the turkeys as the students did in the book!

LOOKING FORWARD

ART CLUB for grades 1 and 2 will start the Tuesday right after Thanksgiving, from 3 until 4, in the art
room.  All spots have been filled.  Parents who have returned their forms should mark their calendars
for Tuesdays afterschool until December 20th (the last meeting date for this session).  Another
session for upper grades will begin in January.  Permission forms will be sent home after the Holiday
break.  Questions? Contact Ms. Catullo by email at lcatullo@frrsd.org.

mailto:lcatullo@frrsd.org







