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Next Gathering 

MONDAY October 4, 2021 AT  7 pm 

Chapter Gathering at Cirrus Aircraft  (KTYS) 

(See Below) 

Message from your President 

We have a tour scheduled at the Cirrus training and delivery center at TYS, Oc-

tober 4th at 7 pm. This is located across the street from the 510 Center, where 

we have held our monthly gatherings prior to the pandemic.   

We have been invited to a Fly-in Cookout/Octoberfest on October 16th starting 

at noon at Deerfield Airpark (TN44) on Norris Lake. For those driving, the ad-

dress to use to get you close to the runway and hangars is  244 Championship 

Way, LaFollette, TN. If any of you plan to camp overnight, Dan Valle plans to 

cook breakfast. I hear there will be some German beer for the non pilots. 

October 23rd, we have a Young Eagle event scheduled for the Heritage High 

School JRAFROTC Cadets.  We will hold this event at the Monroe County Air-

port (MNV) in Madisonville. This will be our first event there since the new 

ramps and taxi ways have been constructed.  What a great improvement, es-

pecially for our type of event. 

By the time you read this message I hope to be the winner of the Swift Muse-

ums raffle on October 2nd. The fund-raising raffle is in conjunction with their 

2021 National Convention. They will be celebrating the 75th year since the 

Swift Aircraft were first Certified. They are hoping for at least 75 Swift Aircraft 

to fly in for this event. 

A few weeks ago, many of our members gathered at (12TN) Meadowlake Air-

port, to help new owners, Sammy & Angie Jones, celebrate the grand reopen-

ing of their airport. Around 75 people on Saturday evening enjoyed great food 

cooked by Sammy and listened to a live music band. On Sunday there was 

around 40 for lunch. It rained both days so it kept aircraft from flying in, alt-

hough Paul Mercandetti was able to make a low smoke pass over the runway 

in his Swift aircraft.  We are planning to hold future Young Eagle events at 

Meadowlake, as well as assist with future Fly-ins. Sammy and I are doing 

some brainstorming to come up with ideas to help promote his airport to the 

aviation community and local residents. For questions concerning Hangar rent 

and availability, contact him on his cell at 865-363-2058. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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We had over 20-chapter members visit the Triple Tree Aer-

odrome (SC00) last weekend. Several of us flew in and 

camped for a few days.  Read Ken Strong's article on this 

gathering for more 

info and pictures. 

While talking with Jes-

se Katz about his 

SkyRanch Youth Pro-

gram, I asked what 

our chapter could do 

to help. He mentioned 

he could use a volun-

teer to inventory sev-

eral used aircraft 

parts they would like 

to sell on eBay.  Con-

tact him at 865-936-

4901 or email  

tnhome-

craft@yahoo.com. 

My grandson, Roger 

Brainard, who is work-

ing on his private pilot ticket, and 

I, took part in our sister Chapter 

1494's Poker Run during Septem-

ber. I don't know how well our 

hand faired yet.  To go to all 7 air-

ports, it took over 3.5 hours on 

the tach. 

We are going to host the Ford 

Trimotor again at DKX Downtown 

Island airport, the first weekend of 

November. So, we are looking for 

volunteers. Please contact George 

& Theresa Mueller so they can put 

you on the schedule like they did 

back in June.  Contact George at 

jetdude56@gmail.com or Theresa 

at springer3mom@gmail.com or 

901-832-3917.  

Until we meet again, 

George Douglas 

(Continued from page 1) 

Sammy & Angie Jones 
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Fling-Wing Fun! 
By Jim Auman 
 
What else to fly in retirement? 

My spouse, Cheri, asked me the question prior to my last birthday.  
Caught by surprise, like an engine failure, I stuttered with answers.  Well, 
she was not happy till I went through a grocery list that included maybe 
adding a Rotorcraft rating to my airman certificate.  A year earlier I went to 
Lycoming engine school again 35 years later for refresher/retraining. 

EAA video department had some files to view with gyrocopter and helicop-
ter offerings not to mention YouTube.  The next publication I researched 
was Barnstormers.  Once a week of that perusal was ac-
complished, I discovered a private listing up in Cape Cod 
for an Auto-Gyro Cavalon 2016 vintage Experimental Ama-
teur-Built. 

With 315 hrs. TT, on a Rotax 914, I purchased it and had it 
delivered to the Auto-Gyro USA distribution and training 
location in Stevensville MD.  Bay Bridge Airport (W29).  
Two different trips to W29 were required of me to do my 
transition training completed this past April with the issu-
ance of my “Sport Pilot Privilege Gyro-copter” to my ATP.  
That will take another article to explain. 

Anyway, I had the entire Rotor Head, Blades, and 
Propeller replaced along with 5-year replacement 
of rubber components called out in the Auto-Gyro 
Heavy Maintenance Manual.  That all done, I was 
christened a Gyrocopter pilot.   

A year ago, September, I attended a Maintenance 
recurring Seminar in Petaluma CA (about an hour 
N of SFO).  There I was recognized as an Author-
ized Maintenance Tech for the Auto-Gyro fleet.  
Auto Gyro does have very well documented manu-
als and a continued airworthiness program.  That 
exists because the FAA, one year ago,  has actu-
ally issued a Type Certificate to the Cavalon in the PRIMARY Category. 

I have begun to learn additional methods particular to the Gyro-copter class of aircraft that keep me 
fully attentive to different vibes not experienced on my fixed-wing brothers.  I am a new operator and 
pilot hoping to continue to remain safe.   

This last month, I have been doing extensive testing from TN20, 2300 ft grass.  I am getting very 
capable in high temperatures and Density altitude days with performance validation of weights.  
Trust the POH, but actually test the numbers, Validate! 

Flying a new aircraft is always a challenge to me, hence, I am a new pilot all over again!  Some 
days I get to pull out the T-51D and fly both.  Weigel’s Premium 91. no ethanol, is my MOGAS fuel.  
I’m using a lot of it these days! 

Jim Auman 
ATP B727, B737, B757, B767, MD11, S80, Rotorcraft Gyro-copter “Sport Pilot Privilege” 
CFII  A&P/IA     FAA DAR 
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LONG on Safety 
 

How to best prepare for an emergency situation 

 
Know what situations constitute an emergency  

• Engine fire, electrical fire, cabin fire 

• Engine out 

• Flap failure 

• Loss of elevator control 

• Landing gear malfunction 

• etc. 

 

Be prepared prior to every flight  

• Brief every flight to include emergency contingencies 

• Pack a survival kit and rations 

• File and activate a flight plan 

• Be thoroughly familiar with, and adhere to the procedures developed by 

the airplane manufacturer and if procedures from the manufacturer are 

lacking develop your own 

• Have the emergency procedures readily available in the cockpit  
 

If an emergency occurs 

• Assess the situation, how critical is it and how much time do you have 

• Act promptly,  do not vacillate  
• Declare an emergency and advise ATC of the nature of the emergency 
• Once on the ground stay with the aircraft if possible 

 

 

 

  For more Info:  AOPA & FAA 
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PLACES TO FLY:  McMinnville, TN - KRNC 
By Marvin McGraw 

 

It was another beautiful summer day and we needed 

a reason to fly. My friend Steve Michael and I flew our 

RV14’s to Warren County airport in McMinnville, TN. 

It is a mere 85 miles west of Knoxville, the airport 

manager is very helpful and  hopeful of having more 

arrivals.  The fuel price is reasonable at $4.46/gal at 

that price we decided to top off.  The airport staff are 

friendly, cheerful, and helpful.  After they made a few 

suggestions for food we borrowed their airport minivan took the short drive downtown. 

There are quite a few restaurants and even an ice cream parlor.  We 

tried the Cumberland Biscuit Company.  We arrived before 11 AM and 

were not sure if we should order breakfast or lunch.  It turns out break-

fast is available all day!  Crab cakes and eggs here I come!   As hard as I 

tried, I could not finish  

If you want to plan a Chapter fly out please let me know there are a few 

more restaurants I would like to try and of course that ice cream parlor 

 . 
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 Knoxville Tennessee 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

This Month’s Calendar is sponsored by Coronavirus.  

“Still hangin around. . . “ 

COVID-19 has disrupted all of our lives. There seems to be some hope let’s see if we can all act responsibly and keep moving 

ahead. . 

October 2nd 10 AM—2:30 PM Wings & Wheels Fly-Cruise In Greeneville, TN (KGCY) 

October 4th 7:00 PM Chapter 17 Gathering/Tour of Cirrus Aircraft, TYS. 

October 8-9 Classic Country Music Concert Gainesboro TN (1A7) 
Aviation Event - Classic Country Music Concert, Gainesboro, TN - Friday - Saturday, Oct 8-9, 2021 

November 6-7  Ford Trimotor visits EAA Chapter 17  

No October Breakfast @ MOR 

Sadly, we are having to cancel one more breakfast. 

Stay tuned for updates on the November breakfast and 

December Holiday Feast! 

Hope you are outside getting to enjoy this marvelous 

weather! 

Karen Hughes Collins EAA Chapter 1494, President 

Dan Valle, Chapter 17 Member offers Aircraft Certs & ADS-B 

For VFR $85, with Mode S VFR $100...Less than 30 minutes 

For IFR $275, Mode S $300...About 2 hours 

He has an additional service for our members to help with the paperwork and or install the uAvionix Sky and Tail 

Beacons for ADS-B out, as he is a dealer for them and can offer a slight discount to our members. 

If enough folks sign up for service, he will come to you, Or, if owners don't mind the short flight to TN44, he can 

handle here. Contact Dan Valle Cell 313-539-9818 FAA CRS VDJR395X  

A portion of the proceeds from members certification testing is returned to Chapter 17 

ADVERTISEMENT 

Flying club anyone?   
From Jerry Depew 

S ome of our members have expressed an inter-

est in forming a flying club. EAA and AOPA are both 

promoting flying clubs.  I ran into the aircraft below 

with the signage about forming a club with only 8 

members and a very low operating cost for their 

members. For more info on their program do some 

research on Kuza Flyers LLC Rock Hill SC.  

https://discovergreenevilletn.com/blog/events/wings-wheels-on-the-greene/
https://www.funplacestofly.com/aviation-event-details.asp?EventID=24542
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Soar with Stevenson 

Chapter 17’s Linwood Stevenson, an interna-

tionally recognized soaring record holder is 

offering Glider introduction flights for mem-

bers at Chilhowee Gliderport. If interested, 

email contact@eaa17.org for details. 

A portion of the proceeds from members  flights is 

returned to Chapter 17 

ADVERTISEMENT 

Swift Museum Raffle 

 

Swift Museum raffle is airborne!  (Photo by Ed Hicks, EAA) 

 

The Swift Museum Foundation is preparing to host the 75th Anniversary of the Globe Swift in September 

of this year.  As a part of the museum’s fundraising activities, it is holding a raffle with a grand prize of 

a $30,000 credit toward the purchase of a Continental or Lycoming Engine.   If the grand prize winner 

chooses, they can receive $20,000 cash instead of the engine credit.   Four additional prizes will also be 

awarded.  For raffle information and to purchase tickets,  please go to swiftraffle.com.  Those who would 

rather purchase a ticket by phone should call  the Swift Museum Foundation at 423-745-9547. A delight-

ful, in-depth look at the Swift Museum, written by Sparky Barnes, is online here.    

https://rafflecreator.com/pages/25154/swift-museum-foundation---2021-fundraising-program
https://generalaviationnews.com/2019/04/07/paying-homage-to-the-sleek-swift/
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 Knoxville Tennessee 

EAA Chapter 17 

Newsletter Publisher 

412 Huxley Road 

Knoxville TN, 37922 

Email: publisher@eaa17.org 

EAA Chapter 17’s mission is the promotion of education in 

aeronautics, flying safety, navigation, amateur or home-

built aircraft, antique aircraft restoration and construction, 

and related aero-sciences. To foster aviation, education, 

and progress in light aircraft development and other closely 

related phases of aviation. And to maintain a non-profit co-

operative association to obtain instruction and education in 

aviation. 

EAA Chapter 17 

Your EAA Membership 

Chapter 17 maintains our membership records. This is important for two reasons. First, and most important, we use 

the info to correspond with our members. Second, we are required to provide EAA Headquarters with a current chap-

ter roster each year. To help update our records, we are asking everyone to please provide the following: Name, Ad-

dress, Phone Number, Email Address, and EAA member number.  

Finally, we can’t emphasize enough the importance of full EAA membership. This is especially critical in the current 

climate of proposed GA user fee increases and other threats to your freedom to fly! For $40 a year for a single EAA 

membership or $50 a year for family membership, you can add your clout to the battle, as well as get a great maga-

zine in Sport Aviation each month and lots of other member benefits. If you are not a current member of the interna-

tional EAA organization, please join or renew your membership. Go to http://www.eaa.org/memberbenefits.html, or 

call 800-843-3612. 

In the words of Vintage Aircraft Association President, Geoff Robison, “”Let’s all pull in the same direction for the 

good of aviation. Remember, we are better together. Join us and have it all” 

 

CHAPTER 17 MEETINGS ARE NOW ON THE FIRST MONDAY OF 

THE MONTH, UNLESS OTHERWISE POSTED! 

EAA Chapter 17  
Membership Renewal 

 Name:_______________________________ EAA Member #______________ 
 
 Address:_________________________________________________________ 
 
 Email:___________________________ Phone:_________________________ 
 

Project or current aircraft or interest:____________________________________ 
 

Type of Registration: Regular: ($20) Family: ($20), list names:____________________________________________ 
 Student (Free for EAA Student members):  
 Address, email, and phone info is used to update CH 17 records, is voluntary, and is not shared outside of CH 17. EAA 
Member # is required for our annual EAA Chapter renewal.  
 
 Please print, fill out, and bring to the next meeting, or mail to CH 17 Treasurer, at the below address. Please include a 
check for $20.00 made to EAA Chapter 17. 
Online registration (eaa17.org/membership/) available using a credit card or Pay Pal 
Thanks for your continued support! 

Renew online or by mail to:  
Chapter 17 
C/O PS Engineering 
9800 Martel Road 
Lenoir City TN 37772 

Total amount of check $_____ 

http://www.eaa17.org/EAA17membership.htm
http://www.youngeagles.org/join
http://eaa17.org/membership/

