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Dear Rising 4th Grade Parents, 
Summer learning plays an important role in a student’s academic growth. Helping our students to 
become skilled and thoughtful learners is one of the most important goals we have at Gatewood 
School.  Like many things, the only way to become a better reader and learner is through 
practice.  Strong students practice reading and math daily.  The maintenance of skills is 
crucial to growth in all areas.  Listed below are the guidelines for Rising Fourth Graders’ summer 
learning activities.  The purpose of our Summer Learning assignments is to encourage reading 
for pleasure; to expose students to a variety of good literature; to provide rich, imaginative 
experiences; to reinforce reading and writing skills; and to keep math skills consistently accurate 
and sharp.                 
Happy Reading, Working, and Calculating! ☺   

Jeff Decker, Head of School 
Vikki Drawdy & Maggie Massey 2021-2022 3rd Grade Teachers 
Chandler Craine & Lisa McElhannon, 2022–2023 4th Grade Teachers 

ALL ASSIGNMENTS IN THIS PACKET ARE DUE  
ON THE FIRST FULL DAY OF SCHOOL: 8-15-22 

Assignments turned in late will result in points  
deducted from the student’s completion grade. 

Rising 4th Grade Students’   
Summer Learning Requirements: 

  
• All work must be completed by the student in his/her own handwriting.  
• Work must be neat and legible.  

1. Required Summer Reading –The only way to become a truly skilled reader who 
comprehends what is being read…..is to READ, READ, READ!  Students will read the required 
book listed below and complete the Fourth Grade Rats Novel Packet which have been included 
in this Summer Work set. Students may need to use notebook paper if there is not enough room 
to write answers. These tasks will help students to prepare for the test on the required summer 
reading which will be given during the first full week of school.  An AR test will also be taken on 
the required book. A completion grade and a special treat will be earned for appropriately 
completed Novel Packets. 

Rising 4th grade Required Reading – Fourth Grade Rats by Jerry Spinelli 



2. Reading Tracker: Students will write each book read this summer on the reading tracker 
sheet. Color in a book on the shelf and record the title, author, and a rating of the book. Be sure 
to include the required novel Fourth Grade Rats. Students will earn a special treat for any 
tracker sheets turned in. (Must have read more than just the required book.) 

4. Daily Language Summer Practice Book- This is a required piece of our summer 
work. If students turn in this completed book (checked by a parent- answer key included), a 
special treat will be earned! Like math facts, language skills are cumulative and require the 
application of learned skills in order to show success and proficiency. 

** We may be reading the following novels in class: Who Was Johnny Appleseed?, George 
Washington’s Socks, George Washington’s Spy, Stone Fox, The Chocolate Touch, The One 
and Only Ivan, and Punished. These novels are not allowed to be summer reading choices. 
  
Here’s a list of suggested books, and there may be others students are interested in reading this 
summer.  Books read by rising 4th Graders and listed on our Reading Tracker should not be 
picture books, but are expected to be appropriate chapter books for the student’s reading level.  

Author                 Title                      R.Level 

Cabot Allie Finkle's Rules for Girls series 4.9-5.2

Colfer Artemis Fowl series 5.0-6.6

Grisham Theodore Boone series 5.2-6.4

Dixon Any "Hardy Boys" book 4.4-6.7

Jenkins LeK Behind series 4.5-5.5

Keene Any "Nancy Drew" book 4.0-5.8

Lasky Dear America series 4.5-6.0

MarQn The Doll People series 4.0-4.7

MarQn Main Street series 4.6-5.6

Naylor Shiloh series 4.4-4.9

Prineas The Magic Thief series 4.5-5.0

Snicket Series of Unfortunate Events series 6.3-7.4

SQlton Kingdom of Fantasy series 3.9-4.9

Tarshis "I Survived…" series 3.8-5.1

Various Thoroughbred series - created by Joanna Campbell 4.3-6.1

Warner Box Car Children series 2.9-5.0

Wilder Any "Li_le House" books 4.2-5.8



AUTHOR TITLE R.LEVEL

4th Grade

Alexander Crossover (2015 Newbery) 4.3

Aronson Beyond Lucky 3.7

Avi Poppy 4.5

Balliet Chasing Vermeer 5.4

Broach Shakepeare's Secret 4.0

Buyea Because of Mr. Terupt 3.7

Byars Wanted…Mud Blossom or any Betsy Byars bk 4.2

Cleary Any Beverly Cleary books 3.0-6.2

Clements School Story or any Andrew Clements book 5.2

Davies The Lemonade War 4.1

Gantos Dead End in Norvelt (2012 Newbery winner) 5.7

DiCamillo Flora & Ulysses (2014 Newbery winner) 4.3

George My Side of the Mountain 5.2

Green Any Tim Green books 4.5-5.5

Gutman The Homework Machine 4.8

Hiaasen Hoot/Flush/Scat 5.0-5.5

Lupica Heat or any Mike Lupica book 5.3

Mass The Candymakers 5.0

Mass 11 Birthdays 4.1

Rylant Missing May 5.3

Smith A Taste of Blackberries 4.0

White Charlo_e's Web 4.4

Wildavsky The Secret of Rover 4.9

Wilson 100 Cupboards 4.2

Winthrop The Castle in the Adc 4.9



Math practice notes on the next page… 

5. Summer Math Practice – It is expected that rising 4th graders practice their math facts 
daily throughout the summer to ensure accuracy. Maintaining mathematical comprehension and 
fluency is SO important. Students are required to complete the entire Rising 4th Grade Math 
Summer Review Packet and return it completed to their homeroom teacher on the first full 
day of 4th grade, August 15, 2020. Completion grades will be given. Students are also asked to 
practice math a minimum of 60 minutes per week this summer.  Rising 4th Grade students 
should practice the multiplication facts through 12, as well as division facts. Students 
should also know and practice their addition and subtraction facts as well.  These facts may 
be practiced through digital games, with flash cards, or both! Paper and pencil quizzes will be 
beneficial as well. I am including weekly drills in the packets. Each student should complete one 
3 minute math multiplication drill each week. I have included different ones for each week. 
Circle any missed or incomplete. This will be a great indicator for your child of which facts to 
concentrate on memorizing or will show them that they need to pick up on their speed. If using 
online games or apps, we trust that parents will monitor students ensuring that online safety is 
being practiced. We look forward to seeing the knowledge retained and gained when students 
return in August! Take the time to learn these facts and be able to do them with speed. I promise 
it will help your 4th grader to start off their year stronger and with more confidence! There is 
nothing worse than feeling behind in math. I tell my children often that Math can feel like 
listening to a foreign language if you don’t have the basic skills. It would be like trying to spell 
words and reading without knowing the alphabet. These students need to know these facts by 
memory, in order to be successful in large digit multiplication and long division.  

A list of useful math websites follows… 
 
Math Websites: 



http://www.mathblaster.com/ 

https://www.multiplication.com/ 

https://www.funbrain.com/ 

http://www.hoodamath.com/ 

https://www.mathgametime.com/ 

https://www.mathplayground.com/ 

www.coolmath.com 

www.eduplace.com 

http://multiplication.com/games/all-games 

http://hoodamath.com/games/fourth-grade.html 

http://khanacademy.org/math 

http://www.math-drills.com 

Check off List to hand in on first day of 4th grade with all your 
Summer Work… 

1. Completed Rising 4th grade Math Summer Packet __________________ 

2. Completed Weekly Math Drills    __________________  

3. Completed Fourth Grade Rats Novel Packet       _________________ 

4. Completed Reading Tracker    __________________               

http://www.mathblaster.com/
https://www.multiplication.com/
https://www.funbrain.com/
http://www.hoodamath.com/
https://www.mathgametime.com/
https://www.mathplayground.com/
http://www.coolmath.com
http://www.eduplace.com
http://multiplication.com/games/all-games
http://hoodamath.com/games/fourth-grade.html
http://khanacademy.org/math
http://www.math-drills.com


5. Completed Daily Language Summer Practice Book __________________ 

 

We can’t wait to see you in August! <><


