
refreshments in a seaside 
setting.  A brief stroll on the 
beach can provide a chance to test 
the waters and watch the waves 
where Daufuskie Sound meets 
the Atlantic Ocean. 

And finally, your drive 
will wind through the 605-acre 
Forrest Preserve where you can 
watch for turtles, alligators, birds, 
and other critters as we ride past 
Heritage Farm, Lake Joe, and 
Fish Island-before we return to 
the Holiday Inn at 4:00 PM. 

Saturday Morning, 
April 26, Dolphin Watch 

Cruise: 
If you are a Bird or Nature 

Lover, this is the trip for you. The 
cruise will leave Broad Creek 
Marina at 9:30 AM and return 
by 11:00 AM.  We cruise down 
beautiful Broad Creek to see 
Dolphin, Mink, Otter, Osprey, Sea 
Turtles, Herons, Egrets, Pelicans, 
Cormorants, Oyster Catchers, 
Bald Eagles and other shore 
birds.   Bring your camera.  Your 

comfortable cruise boat will be 
the 45 foot Island Queen, licensed 
for 40 passengers.

Directions for your short 
drive to the Marina will be 
provided when you register for 
the convention.  There is plenty 
of free parking under the 200 year 
old live oak trees.  As you walk 
down the 700 foot dock across 
the marsh you will observe oyster 
beds, crabs and wading birds.  
Tickets are $10.00.

Reservations:
 
Reservations can be made 

upon arrival if space permits, 
but advance reservations are 
requested for our planning.  
Please advise Compatriot Park 
Beaver SAR, 3 Oyster Bay Pl. 
Hilton Head Island, SC 29928.of 
your choice of one or both tours 
and the number of reservations 
you require.  For the Dolphin 
Watch Tour please include a 
check for the total at $10.00 each 
made payable to “George Mosse 
Chapter SAR”.

Ladies’ and 

Family Events

Friday Afternoon, April 
25, Tour of Sea Pines 

Plantation:

Your tour of the world famous 
Sea Pines Plantation, located on 
5,000 acres and spanning a third 
of Hilton Head Island, will leave 
the Holiday Inn Oceanside at 2:00 
PM on Friday afternoon, using a 
volunteer car pool provided by the 
ladies of the George Mosse Chapter.  
There will be no charge for this tour.  
Advance reservations are requested 
for planning your transportation.

Your leisurely drive will take you 
through the heartland of Sea Pines, 
marked by trees laced with Spanish 
moss which embellish its landscape 
of bike paths, horse trails, tranquil 
lagoons, salt marshes, winding tidal 
creeks, and wildflower meadows.  
Then a brief walk will bring you 
to the sights and shops of Harbor 
Town.  Stroll along the waterfront 
and see the lighthouse, the yachts 
of the marina, the luxurious shops 
and catch a glimpse of the famous 
finishing hole at the Harbor Town 
Golf Course.

Your journey then goes to South 
Beach, a seaside, New-England-
style marina and shopping pier, 
where there will be time for just a bit 
of leisurely browsing.

Next there will be a stop at The 
Sea Pines Beach Club for a choice of 
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South Carolina Society Sons of the American Revolution
119th Annual State Convention

The Doctor George Mosse Chapter (Hilton Head Island) is excited to be hosting the 2008 State Convention for the SCSSAR on April 25th 
& 26th.

The South Carolina Society Convention headquarters will be at the Holiday Inn Oceanfront Hotel in Hilton Head (http://www.hihiltonhead.
com/holiday-inn-oceanfront.asp).  In addition, we have rooms reserved at the Park Lane Hotel (http://www.hiltonheadparklanehotel.com/) which 
is located away from the ocean, but with attractive rates.  Please make your reservations directly with the hotel of your choice (contact information 
is provided below).

Why not make this a family vacation and come early and stay late.  Hilton Head is celebrating its 50th Anniversary and there will be special 
events for spouses and families on Friday afternoon and Saturday morning.  If you have not attended a convention recently, this will be a great 
opportunity to renew acquaintances and learn about the many great programs your State Society is sponsoring. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
REGISTRATION FORM

Complete and mail this form with the registration fee to:

Compatriot Park Beaver, Jr
Dr George Mosse Chapter Treasurer

3 Oyster Bay Place
Hilton Head Island, SC 29926

______________________________________________________________________________________
Name     National # Chapter   Title

______________________________________________________________________________________
Street      City   State Zip Code

______________________________________________________________________________________
Email Address        Phone #

______________________________________________________________________________________
Name of Spouse or Guest(s)

 Registration Fee*: ______ x $60.00 = $_________
 Spouse Fee*:  ______ x $50.00 = $_________
 Luncheon Only – Guests ______ x $18.00 =  $_________
  TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED  $_________

*Fee includes Friday Night Banquet & Saturday Luncheon
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Lodging Information
Holiday Inn Oceanfront (block of rooms will be held until March 25, 2008)

Reservations: 1-800-423-9897
Group Code: SAR
Rate: $139.00 + tax & resort fee of $6.95

Park Lane Hotel (block of rooms will be held until March 1, 2008)
 Located about 2.5 miles from the Holiday Inn
 Reservations: 1-843-686-5700
 Request “SAR” Rate
 Rate: $105.00 + tax
 Rate includes free breakfast and shuttle service

119th Annual State Convention
Agenda

 Friday, April 25, 2008
  Registration   11:00 am – 1:30 pm
  Seminars   1:00 pm – 1:45 pm
   Genealogy

Completing an Application
Americanism Programs

  Business Session 1  2:00 pm – 3:15 pm
  Break    3:15 pm – 3:30 pm
  Business Session 2  3:30 pm – 4:45 pm
  President’s Reception  6:00 pm – 7:00 pm
  Banquet & Guest Speaker 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
   Edward George Lengel, PhD
   George Washington Slept Here (NY, HarperCollins, 2009)

 Saturday, April 26, 2008
  Late Registration  8:00 am – 8:45 am
  Memorial Service  9:00 am – 9:30 am
  Break     9:30 am – 9:45 am
  Business Session 3  9:45 am – 11:15 am 
   Election of Officers
  Luncheon   12:00 noon – 1:00 pm
  Awards & Officer Installation 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm
  Adjournment    3:00pm

SCSSAR Presents 
Flag Certificate to 
State Archives

By Redding I. Corbett, III, PhD
President, SCSSAR

It was a warm winter day as SAR 
State Secretary, Mark Anthony, and I 
walked into the library of the South 
Carolina Department of Archives 
and History to present an SAR Flag 
Certificate.  Through the glass wall 
of the library room one could see her 
fluttering in the slight breeze – the 
flag of our forefathers and the symbol 
of our freedom. 

Dr. Rodger Stroup, Director 
of the South Carolina Department 
of Archives and History and State 
Historic Preservation Officer received 
the award from me on behalf of the 
department as others looked on. 
They included Elizabeth Johnson, the 
Deputy State Historic Preservation 
Officer, Andrew Chandler, the 
Architectural Historian (and Col 
Thomas Taylor Chapter member), 
Bradley S. Sauls, Supervisor of 
Survey, Registration and Grants in the 
State Historic Preservation Office and 
our State Secretary Mark Anthony.

Flag certificates can be presented 
by SAR State Societies and Chapters. 
If our Society and fifty percent of our 
chapters present flag certificates, we 
receive a national award. This did 
not happen in 2007 because very few 
chapters participated. 

Why should we present 
these certificates? Not to win 
acknowledgement from the National 
Society or to build up our list of 
awards. While I do not think that 
these goals are not bad, they are not 
what out Society is about. 

We exist to encourage patriotism 
and we can do this by acknowledging 
and encouraging people to fly our 
flag correctly and with pride. I 
would encourage each chapter to 
take advantage of this program that 
directly acknowledges people and 
businesses within our respective 
communities.   
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 March 26, 2008

Compatriots:

I am pleased to announce to you that 
we will have two very special guests at 
our Annual Meeting in Hilton Head.  
President General Bruce Wilcox and his 
lady Teresa will attend.  I ask that all 
of you to give them a gracious South 
Carolina reception.  His perception of 
our Society may be molded by how we 
conduct our business and how we deal 
with each other.  We need to be careful 
to always act as gentlemen worthy of the 
title of Sons of the American Revolution. 

I have been made aware of one 
question concerning the Annual Meeting.  
The attire for the Friday night banquet 
will be Black Tie in honor of our guests. 
The attire for the business sessions and 
the Saturday awards luncheon will be 
Coat and Tie.  I hope that this clears up 
any confusion.  

I would like to address an issue that 
our Society is dealing with currently.  For 
some time, this Society has been faced 
with various communication problems.  
This issue of the Palmetto Patriot has been 
delayed by the absence of an editor who 
in the past was responsible for receiving, 
editing, formatting, printing, and mailing 
the Palmetto Patriot. 

While the Society’s website has been 
functioning in an excellent manner, it 
simply cannot reach all of our members 

and thus cannot be seen as the primary 
source of communication amongst the 
membership.

The job of editor has been difficult 
to fill because of the duties and time 
required. To ease that problem, I have 
created a new position – the Publisher of 
the Palmetto Patriot. The publisher will 
format and print the newsletter while the 
editor will now only receive, edit and 
submit material to the publisher. 

I am pleased to announce that 
Compatriot Steve Blackwell has agreed 
to be our publisher.  We are still looking 
for a new editor. I am hopeful that an 
announcement of a new editor can be 
made at the Annual Meeting.

I have also discovered that there is no 
constitutional provision for the election 
of an editor; so in the future this position 
will be filled by presidential appointment 
as will be the publisher.

The primary purpose of this edition 
of the Palmetto Patriot is to inform 
the membership, as required by our 
Constitution and By Laws, of a number 
of amendments to the Constitution and 
By Laws of the South Carolina Society. 
The State Secretary and I have proposed 
many of them. 

First, we feel that the contradictions 
or apparent contradictions that currently 
exist in these documents need to be 
eliminated. We need to reconcile our 
organizational documents with what we 

are actually doing.  Secondly, we need to 
provide for the revitalization and renewal 
of chapters as well as for the formation 
and development of new chapters. 
Amendments have been proposed to 
facilitate these activities.

I have heard two concerns about the 
amendments that were unveiled at the 
January Board of Managers meeting. 
They are (1) “We should take more time 
to study the amendments,” and (2) “It will 
be hard to fill these offices.”  

In answer to these I would say that if 
we postpone enacting these amendments, 
we will loose the positive momentum 
that we have built this past year. We need 
to act now or be willing to accept the 
consequences of a declining society. 

Filling these two new offices will not 
be a problem. The Nominating Committee 
has already identified a candidate for 
each. We need to establish these offices 
and enable them to function.

I call on each member of our Society 
to make a renewed effort to make our 
Society more active and more successful. 
We can do it and we can do better than we 
currently do. Remember if we don’t do it, 
no one else will.

Sincerely,

Redding I. (Rick) Corbett, III, PhD
President

From The State President
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§ Amendment 1: Article II, Section 5

Article II – Dues
Section 5

Current:
A member may become a life member 

of this Society by the payment of a one-time 
fee based on the rate schedule specified and 
promulgated by the Board of Managers. The 
life membership fee provides the dues for 
the State and National Societies only, not the 
Chapter dues.

Proposed Amendment:
See “As Amended” below

Rational: 
The Endowment Fund used to pay the dues 

of life members is currently over extended.  
The continued addition of new life members 
may result in insufficient funds to cover the 
payment of State and National Societies’ dues. 
Ending enrollment of new life members will 
help to ease this situation. 

This situation is made more difficult 
whenever State and/or National dues are 
increased.  Due to the current underfunded 
situation, the amount of State dues paid be the 
Endowment Fund was frozen at $15.00 this 
past June when the Board of Managers voted 
to increase the State dues to $20.00.  There 
simply was not any way that the fund could 
remain solvent if it paid the increased amount.  
While this was a simple solution for State 
dues, the Society does not have this flexibility 
if the National dues were to be increased.  

As it stands, the Society has elected 
to “receive” lower revenue from 81 out of 
approximately 700 members (11%) in the face 
of increasing expenses related to operations 
and programs. 

As Amended:
Current life memberships shall be 

maintained during the life-time of those 
currently enrolled. No additional life 
memberships shall be established by this 
Society. The life membership fee shall provide 
for the payment of the National Society dues 
and State Society dues in the amount of 

$15.00 (USD).  Chapter dues shall remain 
the responsibility of the individual members.

*********************************

§ Amendment 2: Article II, Section 6

Article II – Dues
Section 6

Proposed Amendment:
Add the following NEW Section: “Section 

6 - Upon reaching the age of 90, any SCSSAR 
member whose primary membership is in 
this society will no longer be charged State 
dues.  National and chapter dues will still 
apply.”

Rationale: 
Most SCSAR members are inactive 

by the time they reach 90 years of age. This 
amendment allows the Society to keep these 
members in Society at a time in which they 
may be less able to pay dues.  It also honors 
those of have been members for many years 
with a “senior status.”  

This new section would codify the action 
approved by the Board of Managers at their 
meeting on 23 June 2007.

*********************************

§ Amendment 3: Article III, Section 7, 
Subsection (b)

Article III – Chapters
Section 7

Current:
Section 7 – Each Chapter shall:
(a) Notify the state Secretary promptly 

of the election and appointment of all 
officers.

(b) Notify the State Registrar promptly 
of all deaths of members.

(c) Annually report a list of officers and 
members in good standing with their 
addresses to the State Secretary by 
October 31.

(d) The State Secretary may, at any 
time, require a report from Chapters, 

giving lists of officers, members, and 
meetings held, and an account of 
activities for the period covered.

Proposed Amendment:
Change the phrase “State Registrar” to 

“State Secretary” in Subsection (b).

Rationale: 
The State Secretary is the principal 

record keeping officer of the Society.  He is 
responsible for maintaining and reporting 
a record of all deaths as part of the required 
Annual Report to the National Society.  This 
amendment clarifies this reporting process.

As Amended:
(b) Notify the State Secretary 

promptly of all deaths of members.

*********************************

§ Amendment 4: Article III, Section 7

Article III – Chapters
Section 7

Current:
Section 7 – Each Chapter shall:

(a) Notify the state Secretary 
promptly of the election and 
appointment of all officers.

(b) Notify the State Registrar 
promptly of all deaths of 
members.

(c) Annually report a list of officers 
and members in good standing 
with their addresses to the State 
Secretary by October 31.

(d) The State Secretary may, at 
any time, require a report from 
Chapters, giving lists of officers, 
members, and meetings held, 
and an account of activities for 
the period covered.

Proposed Amendment:
Add the following NEW subsections to 

Section 7:

(e) Chapters who do not respond 
to state officers as appropriate 
for a period of three (3) months 

South Carolina Society Sons of the American Revolution
Proposed Amendments to the By Laws
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or more shall have all of their 
elective offices declared vacant 
with the advice and consent of 
the Board of Managers.

(f) Chapters that are not 
represented at the Board of 
Managers meetings and/or 
Annual meeting for more than 
two consecutive times shall be 
designated “On Probation” and 
placed under the jurisdiction of 
the Vice President for Chapter 
Renewal and Revitalization. 
This designation could not be 
removed without approval of 
the Board of Managers.

(g) Chapters that drop below 
ten (10) members in good 
standing will be declared “In 
Danger” and be placed under 
the jurisdiction of the Vice 
President for Chapter Renewal 
and Revitalization. The chapter 
will be required to formulate 
a plan for revitalization and 
work with the Vice President 
to implement that plan. The 
charter shall not be surrendered 
to the Board of Mangers unless 
the Chapter has failed in its 
revitalization efforts after a one 
(1) years period. At that time, 
the Chapter will be designated 
a “Non-Functioning” chapter 
and the provisions of Subsection 
(h) will be implemented.

(h) Chapters designated “On 
Probation” or “In Danger” will 
continue to have a voice and 
vote in the Board of Managers. 
The chapter officers shall 
function as usual, but under the 
over-sight of the Vice President 
for Chapter Renewal and 
Revitalization.

(i) Chapters that do not hold 
at least one meeting per 
year will be declared “Non-
Functioning.” These chapters 
will be required to surrender 
their charter to the Board of 
Managers and be placed under 
the jurisdiction of the Vice 

President for Chapter Renewal 
and Revitalization. The chapter 
will be required to undergo a 
period of rehabilitation before 
the charter will be returned to 
the chapter. This will require 
the approval of the Executive 
Committee.  The charter shall 
not be revoked.

(j) Chapters designated “Non-
Functioning” shall have no 
vote on the Board of Managers. 
The State President shall be 
acting president of said chapter, 
the Vice President for Chapter 
Renewal and Revitalization 
shall act as chapter Vice 
President and presiding officer 
and the state officers shall 
function as chapter officers as 
appropriate. 

Rationale: 
The period of three months would 

encompass at least one Board of Managers 
meeting and/or State meeting.  As part of these 
meetings, chapters are required to submit 
a report on their activity during the period 
since the last meeting.  One of the early signs 
of possible chapter trouble is the failure to 
provide required reports or to even respond to 
contacts from elected state officers.  

The proposed subsection (e) would allow 
the State Society to intervene with faltering 
Chapters before they are in complete failure. 

Subsections (f) through (j) would 
empower the Board of Managers, Executive 
Committee, and Vice President for Chapter 
Renewal and Revitalization to intervene on 
troubled or malfunctioning chapters before 
they are in complete failure. They specify a 
procedure for rehabilitation. 

These amendments are based on the 
principal that it is better and easier to intervene 
early and save a chapter than it is to resurrect 
a dead chapter. 

*********************************

§ Amendment 5: Article IV, Section 2:

Article IV – Officers
Section 2

Current:
The President, in addition to his general 

duties, shall maintain a general supervision 
over the affairs of the Society; he shall appoint 
all committees unless otherwise provided 
for, and shall be chairman of the Board of 
Managers and a member of all committees.

Proposed Amendment:
Add the following phrase to the end of the 

Section: “The President will be considered 
the National Trustee-Elect under normal 
circumstances.”

Rationale: 
In the past, the Society has maintained 

a tradition of officers progressing through a 
series of offices.  Recently, this progression has 
not been followed and the Society has suffered 
from a loss of “institutional knowledge.”  

This amendment, along with one related 
to the Senior Vice President, codifies this 
officer progression.  By progressing through 
these offices, experience is accumulated that is 
prerequisite for the office of National Trustee.  

This amendment also allows for the 
immediate past president to remain active 
within the Society and to serve as a ready 
counselor for the new President and Senior 
Vice President. 

As Amended:
The President, in addition to his general 

duties, shall maintain a general supervision 
over the affairs of the Society; he shall appoint 
all committees unless otherwise provided 
for, and shall be chairman of the Board of 
Managers and a member of all committees.  
The President will be considered the National 
Trustee-Elect under normal circumstances.

*********************************
§ Amendment 6: Article IV, Section 3:

Article IV – Officers
Section 3

Current:
The Senior Vice President shall assist 

the President in general supervision over the 
affairs of the Society and shall represent the 
Society at Chapter meetings or other affairs, 
which the President is unable to attend. In 
the absence of the President, he will preside 
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over meetings of the Society or the Board of 
Managers and, in the event of death, disability 
or resignation of the President, he will assume 
the duties of President until a new President is 
elected at the annual meeting of the Society.

Proposed Amendment:
Add the following phrase to the end of 

the section: “The Senior Vice President shall 
have oversight of society communications 
especially the Palmetto Patriot Editor, the 
Palmetto Patriot Publisher, Webmaster, and 
Public Relations Chairman. The Senior Vice 
President shall coordinate educational and 
youth activities of the State Society.”

Rationale: 
This amendment gives the Senior 

Vice President the job of coordinating the 
communication efforts of the Society and the 
job of coordinating the various educational 
and youth activities. The amendment also 
establishes specific areas of responsibility 
for the Senior Vice President beyond the 
ceremonial or ancillary position to the 
President. This does not in any way diminish 
the duties or authority of the President, the 
Palmetto Patriot Editor, the Palmetto Patriot 
Publisher, the Webmaster or the Public 
Relations Chairman.

As Amended:
The Senior Vice President shall assist the 

President in general supervision over the affairs 
of the Society and shall represent the Society 
at Chapter meetings or other affairs, which the 
President is unable to attend. In the absence 
of the President, he will preside over meetings 
of the Society or the Board of Managers and, 
in the event of death, disability or resignation 
of the President, he will assume the duties 
of President until a new President is elected 
at the annual meeting of the Society.  The 
Senior Vice President shall have oversight 
of society communications especially the 
Palmetto Patriot Editor, the Palmetto Patriot 
Publisher, Webmaster, and Public Relations 
Chairman. The Senior Vice President shall 
coordinate educational and youth activities 
of the State Society.

*********************************

§ Amendment 7: Article IV, Section 3:

Article IV – Officers
Section 3

Current:
The Senior Vice President shall assist 

the President in general supervision over the 
affairs of the Society and shall represent the 
Society at Chapter meetings or other affairs, 
which the President is unable to attend. In 
the absence of the President, he will preside 
over meetings of the Society or the Board of 
Managers and, in the event of death, disability 
or resignation of the President, he will assume 
the duties of President until a new President is 
elected at the annual meeting of the Society.

Proposed Amendment (if Amendment 6 
is approved, this amendment will reflect the approved 
amendment):

Add the following phrase to the end of the 
Section: “The Senior Vice President will be 
considered the President-Elect under normal 
circumstances. Under normal circumstances 
no member of the Society shall be nominated 
for Senior Vice President unless he has 
served at least one (1) term in another office 
of the Board of Manager within the past five 
(5) years.”

Rationale: 
In the past, the Society has maintained 

a tradition of officers progressing through a 
series of offices.  Recently, this progression has 
not been followed and the Society has suffered 
from a loss of “institutional knowledge.”  

This amendment, along with one 
related to the President, codifies this officer 
progression.  By progressing through these 
offices, experience is accumulated that is 
prerequisite for the offices of President and 
National Trustee.  

This amendment also establishes a 
framework whereby its most senior officers 
build, maintain, and pass on the “institutional 
knowledge” of the Society. 

As Amended (subject to the approval of 
Amendment 6):

The Senior Vice President shall assist 
the President in general supervision over the 
affairs of the Society and shall represent the 
Society at Chapter meetings or other affairs, 
which the President is unable to attend. In 

the absence of the President, he will preside 
over meetings of the Society or the Board of 
Managers and, in the event of death, disability 
or resignation of the President, he will assume 
the duties of President until a new President 
is elected at the annual meeting of the 
Society.  The Senior Vice President will be 
considered the President-Elect under normal 
circumstances. Under normal circumstances 
no member of the Society shall be nominated 
for Senior Vice President unless he has 
served at least one (1) term in another office 
of the Board of Managers within the past five 
(5) years.

*********************************

§ Amendment 8: Article IV, Section 5

Article IV – Officers
Section 5

Current:
The Secretary or Secretary Treasurer shall 

have charge of all the records of the society, 
shall give notice of all meetings of the Society, 
Executive Committee or Board of Managers 
and shall give due notice to all State Officers 
of all votes, orders and proceedings affected 
or appertaining to their duties.  The Secretary 
shall obtain name and address mailing labels 
as required for all members, a local permit for 
bulk mail and distribute the Palmetto Patriot 
newsletter.  He shall provide a list of the new 
members to update the State Society Roster 
annually.  He shall distribute all pamphlets, 
circulars, rosettes, and supplies as directed by 
the Board of Managers.  He shall also serve 
as Secretary of the Board of Managers.  The 
Secretary-Treasurer or Treasurer shall have 
custody of the General Fund of the Society.  
He shall collect all money due the Society, 
including application fees and dues, and keep 
account of the same.  He shall pay to the 
Treasurer General the annual dues as required 
by the National Society.  He shall keep a true 
account of his receipts and expenditures.  
He shall issue certificates of membership to 
members entitled thereto.  He shall deposit 
all uninvested funds in the name of the South 
Carolina Society of the Sons of the American 
Revolution in a reliable bank or savings 
institution. 

Proposed Amendment:
Create the following two NEW sections 

that define duties and responsibilities of the 



Page 8 The Palmetto Patriot

Offices of Secretary and Treasurer:

Section 5 – The Secretary shall have 
charge of all the records of the society, shall 
give notice of all meetings of the Society, 
Executive Committee or Board of Managers 
and shall give due notice to all State Officers 
of all votes, orders and proceedings affected 
or appertaining to their duties.  The Secretary 
shall obtain name and address mailing labels 
as required for all members, a local permit for 
bulk mail and distribute the Palmetto Patriot 
newsletter.  He shall provide a list of the new 
members to update the State Society Roster 
annually.  He shall distribute all pamphlets, 
circulars, rosettes, and supplies as directed 
by the Board of Managers.  He shall also 
serve as Secretary of the Board of Managers.  
He shall issue certificates of membership to 
members entitled thereto.  

Section 6 - The Treasurer shall have 
custody of the General Fund of the Society.  
He shall collect all money due the Society, 
including application fees and dues, and 
keep account of the same.  He shall pay 
to the Treasurer General the annual dues 
as required by the National Society.  He 
shall keep a true account of his receipts 
and expenditures.  He shall deposit all 
uninvested funds in the name of the South 
Carolina Society of the Sons of the American 
Revolution in a reliable bank or savings 
institution.  He shall prepare and submit 
a budget for approval and adoption at the 
Annual Meeting.   General budget line items 
may only be added to the budget at the Annual 
Meeting of the Society.  Expenditure of funds 
for items not budgeted for may only be made 
from the General Fund, any Contingency 
Fund, Special Designated Fund, or gifts 
to the Society upon a two thirds vote of the 
Board of Managers. 

All sections that follow will be renumbered 
accordingly. 

Rationale:
The Society has functioned for a number 

of years without this combined officer 
position.  If this combined position were to be 
utilized, the current duties and functions are 
too varied and too large for any one member to 
successful execute while maintaining gainful 
employment or to maintain family life outside 
of the Society.  

*********************************

§ Amendment 9: Article IV, Section 9

Article IV – Officers
Section 9

Current:
The Historian shall have the care and custody 
of all historical papers, manuscripts and 
documents belonging to the Society, and 
shall keep a correct list of the same. He shall 
endeavor to be present at all exercises of 
the Society, and call attention to, and give 
information regarding, points of historic 
interest. He shall keep records of his 
historical and commemorative meetings, and 
shall supervise the preparation and printing 
of any historical publications of this Society. 
He shall prepare a summary of activities for 
presentation at the annual State Convention. 

Proposed Amendment:
Add the following text before the final 

sentence in this section: “The Historian 
shall research, document, and locate any 
forts, battles, or significant events leading 
up to and during the American Revolution 
in South Carolina, He will distribute that 
information via the SCSSAR Website, the 
Palmetto Patriot and/or articles in the public 
media.   The Historian shall be an ex officio 
member of the Patriotism Committee.”

Rationale: 
According to Dr. Jordan no such historical 

documents exist.  This text is lifted whole 
from the National Constitution. The National 
Society does indeed have documents and 
manuscripts which need to be catalogued.   We 
do not, nor should we have any.

 
However, a veritable treasure trove 

of unknown South Carolina battles, sites, 
and heroes are still waiting to be uncovered 
in Columbia, Charleston and the various 
counties.  (For example, since publishing 
the 238 official battles listed in our book, we 
have discovered another 54(fifty Four)!  And 
we thought that list was comprehensive.  No 
telling how many more exist. So, instead of 
having the Historian look after non-existent 
documents, let’s get some research done and 
share the riches of our SC Heritage. 

As Amended:
The Historian shall have the care and custody 

of all historical papers, manuscripts and 
documents belonging to the Society, and 
shall keep a correct list of the same. He shall 
endeavor to be present at all exercises of 
the Society, and call attention to, and give 
information regarding, points of historic 
interest. He shall keep records of his 
historical and commemorative meetings, 
and shall supervise the preparation and 
printing of any historical publications of 
this Society. The Historian shall research, 
document, and locate any forts, battles, or 
significant events leading up to and during 
the American Revolution in South Carolina, 
He will distribute that information via the 
SCSSAR Website, the Palmetto Patriot 
and/or articles in the public media.   The 
Historian shall be an ex officio member of 
the Patriotism Committee. He shall prepare a 
summary of activities for presentation at the 
annual State Convention. 

*********************************

§ Amendment 10: Article IV, Section 
12

Article IV – Officers
Section 12

Current:
The Board of Managers shall perform 

such duties as may be committed to it by any 
meeting of the Society. The President may 
call meetings of the Board of Managers at 
any time he may deem necessary and shall 
call such meetings upon the written request 
of five members thereof; provided that for 
any meeting, other than such as may be called 
during the session or immediately upon the 
adjournment of an Annual or Special Meeting 
of the South Carolina Society, not less than ten 
(10) days notice of the time and place of such 
meeting shall be given. The President shall 
appoint the following committees.

(a) Membership recruiting and 
generating applications to 
Chapters and State Society

(b) Projects and Awards
(c) Americanism
(d) Nominating
(e) Membership Approval
(f) Such other committees as 

the President or Executive 
Committee may deem 
advisable.



Proposed Amendment:
Delete the phrase “recruiting and 

generating applications to Chapters and 
State Society” from Subsection (a).  Delete 
Subsection (e) – Membership Approval.  
Renumber Subsection (f) accordingly.   All 
references in the Constitution and By Laws to 
the Membership Approval Committee will be 
amended to read “Membership Committee.”  

Rationale: 
The Society has not utilized a Membership 

Approval Committee in many years, thus there 
is no need for this committee as a separate 
committee. The functions of the Membership 
Approval Committee are redundant with the 
duties and functions of the more appropriately 
named Membership Committee.  

As Amended:
The Board of Managers shall perform 

such duties as may be committed to it by any 
meeting of the Society. The President may 
call meetings of the Board of Managers at 
any time he may deem necessary and shall 

call such meetings upon the written request 
of five members thereof; provided that for 
any meeting, other than such as may be called 
during the session or immediately upon the 
adjournment of an Annual or Special Meeting 
of the South Carolina Society, not less than ten 
(10) days notice of the time and place of such 
meeting shall be given. The President shall 
appoint the following committees.

(a) Membership 
(b) Projects and Awards
(c) Americanism
(d) Nominating
(e) Such other committees as 

the President or Executive 
Committee may deem 
advisable.

*********************************

§ Amendment 11: Article IV

Article IV - Officers

Proposed Amendment:
Insert the following NEW Sections 5 and 

6 between the current Section 4 - The Area 
Vice Presidents… and the current Section 5 - 

The Secretary…:

Section 5 - The Vice President for 
Chapter Renewal and Revitalization shall 
direct and assist chapters on probation or 
non-functioning chapters with renewal and 
revitalization efforts and shall have direct 
over-sight of these Chapters. 

Section 6 - The Vice President for 
Chapter Formation and Development shall 
direct and assist in the development of new 
chapters within the society and shall have 
direct over-sight of these chapters.

The sections that follow will be 
renumbered accordingly.

Rationale: 
These sections establish the authority 

and general duties of the Vice President for 
Chapter Renewal and Revitalization and 
the Vice President for Chapter Formation 
and Development.  Specific duties of these 
Vice Presidents are further outlined in other 
amendments. 

*********************************
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§ Amendment 1: Article IV, Section 1

Article IV - Officers, Board of 
Managers, National Trustee, Alternate 
National Trustee, Delegates to Annual 
Congress, Executive Committee

Section 1 – Officers

Current:
The officers of this Society shall be a 

President, a Senior Vice President, five (5) 
area Vice Presidents, a Secretary, a Treasurer, 
(or a Secretary Treasurer), an Endowment 
Trust Treasurer, a Registrar, a Chaplain, a 
Historian, a Chancellor, a Genealogist and 
an Auditor. The officers shall be elected by a 
majority vote of the members present at the 
annual meeting of the Society, and shall hold 
office for one year and until their successors 

are elected and qualified. Such officers shall 
serve without compensation in such capacities. 
Their duties shall be such as their titles shall, 
by custom, indicated and as may be assigned 
them by the By-Laws, the President, the Board 
of Managers, or the Executive committee.

Proposed Amendment:
Delete the phrase “(or a Secretary 

Treasurer)”
All subsequent references to a “Secretary 

Treasure” would likewise be deleted.

Rationale:
The Society has functioned for a number 

of years without this combined officer 
position.  If this combined position were to be 
utilized, the current duties and functions are 
too varied and too large for any one member to 

successful execute while maintaining gainful 
employment or to maintain family life outside 
of the Society.  

As Amended:
The officers of this Society shall be a 

President, a Senior Vice President, five (5) 
area Vice Presidents, a Secretary, a Treasurer, 
an Endowment Trust Treasurer, a Registrar, 
a Chaplain, a Historian, a Chancellor, a 
Genealogist and an Auditor. The officers shall 
be elected by a majority vote of the members 
present at the annual meeting of the Society, 
and shall hold office for one year and until 
their successors are elected and qualified. Such 
officers shall serve without compensation in 
such capacities. Their duties shall be such 
as their titles shall, by custom, indicated and 
as may be assigned them by the By-Laws, 

South Carolina Society Sons of the American Revolution

Proposed Amendments to the Constitution
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the President, the Board of Managers, or the 
Executive committee.

*********************************

§ Amendment 2: Article IV, Section 1

Article IV - Officers, Board of 
Managers, National Trustee, Alternate 
National Trustee, Delegates to Annual 
Congress, Executive Committee

Section 1 – Officers

Current:
The officers of this Society shall be a 

President, a Senior Vice President, five (5) 
area Vice Presidents, a Secretary, a Treasurer, 
(or a Secretary Treasurer), an Endowment 
Trust Treasurer, a Registrar, a Chaplain, a 
Historian, a Chancellor, a Genealogist and 
an Auditor. The officers shall be elected by a 
majority vote of the members present at the 
annual meeting of the Society, and shall hold 
office for one year and until their successors 
are elected and qualified. Such officers shall 
serve without compensation in such capacities. 
Their duties shall be such as their titles shall, 
by custom, indicated and as may be assigned 
them by the By-Laws, the President, the Board 
of Managers, or the Executive committee.

Proposed Amendment:
Add the following to the end of Section 1: 

“No member of the SCSSAR whose primary 
membership is in another SAR society may 
hold any elective office in the SCSSAR.”

Rationale:
SCSSAR members whose principal SAR 

membership and/or residence are in another 
state are generally unable to give sufficient 
attention to the duties of elective officer in the 
SCSSAR.

As Amended:
The officers of this Society shall be a 

President, a Senior Vice President, five (5) 
area Vice Presidents, a Secretary, a Treasurer, 
(or a Secretary/Treasurer), an Endowment 
Trust Treasurer, a Registrar, a Chaplain, a 
Historian, a Chancellor, a Genealogist and 
an Auditor. The officers shall be elected by a 
majority vote of the members present at the 
annual meeting of the Society, and shall hold 
office for one year and until their successors 

are elected and qualified. Such officers shall 
serve without compensation in such capacities. 
Their duties shall be such as their titles shall, 
by custom, indicated and as may be assigned 
them by the By-Laws, the President, the Board 
of Managers, or the Executive committee. 
No member of the SCSSAR whose primary 
membership is in another SAR society may 
hold any elective office in the SCSSAR.

*********************************

§ Amendment 3: Article IV, Section 1

Article IV - Officers, Board of 
Managers, National Trustee, Alternate 
National Trustee, Delegates to 

Annual Congress, Executive 
Committee

Section 1 - Officers

Current:
The officers of this Society shall be a 

President, a Senior Vice President, five (5) 
area Vice Presidents, a Secretary, a Treasurer, 
(or a Secretary/Treasurer), an Endowment 
Trust Treasurer, a Registrar, a Chaplain, a 
Historian, a Chancellor, a Genealogist and 
an Auditor. The officers shall be elected by a 
majority vote of the members present at the 
annual meeting of the Society, and shall hold 
office for one year and until their successors 
are elected and qualified. Such officers shall 
serve without compensation in such capacities. 
Their duties shall be such as their titles shall, 
by custom, indicated and as many be assigned 
them by the By-Laws, the President, the Board 
of Managers, or the Executive committee.

Proposed Amendment:
Change the phrase “five (5) area Vice-

Presidents” to “five (5) regional Vice-
Presidents designated Piedmont, Upstate, 
Midlands, Pee Dee and Low Country.”

Rationale: 
Naming of the regional Vice-Presidents 

would be in keeping with the usual divisions of 
the State of South Carolina and make it easier 
to identify the area of responsibility of these 
Vice Presidents.  These names were approved 
by the Board of Managers at their meeting 
on 23 January 2008.  This amendment would 
only reflect this action.

As Amended:
The officers of this Society shall be 

a President, a Senior Vice President, five 
(5) regional Vice-Presidents designated 
Piedmont, Upstate, Midlands, Pee Dee and 
Low Country, a Secretary, a Treasurer, (or a 
Secretary/Treasurer), an Endowment Trust 
Treasurer, a Registrar, a Chaplain, a Historian, 
a Chancellor, a Genealogist and an Auditor. 
The officers shall be elected by a majority vote 
of the members present at the annual meeting 
of the Society, and shall hold office for one 
year and until their successors are elected and 
qualified. Such officers shall serve without 
compensation in such capacities. Their duties 
shall be such as their titles shall, by custom, 
indicated and as many be assigned them by 
the By-Laws, the President, the Board of 
Managers, or the Executive committee.

********************************

§ Amendment 4: Article IV, Section 1

Article IV - Officers, Board of 
Managers, National Trustee, Alternate 
National Trustee, Delegates to Annual 
Congress, Executive Committee

Section 1 - Officers

Current:
The officers of this Society shall be a 

President, a Senior Vice President, five (5) 
area Vice Presidents, a Secretary, a Treasurer, 
(or a Secretary Treasurer), an Endowment 
Trust Treasurer, a Registrar, a Chaplain, a 
Historian, a Chancellor, a Genealogist and 
an Auditor. The officers shall be elected by a 
majority vote of the members present at the 
annual meeting of the Society, and shall hold 
office for one year and until their successors 
are elected and qualified. Such officers shall 
serve without compensation in such capacities. 
Their duties shall be such as their titles shall, 
by custom, indicated and as may be assigned 
them by the By-Laws, the President, the Board 
of Managers, or the Executive committee.

Proposed Amendment (if Amendment 3 
is approved, this amendment will reflect the approved 
amendment)

Insert after the phrase “Vice-President 
for Chapter Renewal and Revitalization, 
Vice-President for Chapter Formation and 
Development,” after the phrase “five (5) area 
Vice Presidents,”

Rationale: 
The creation of an officer with the specific 
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duties and authority for Chapter Renewal and 
Revitalization can enable early intervention 
into chapters with problems and prevent chapter 
failure. This function has been carried out in 
the past year by a committee, whose authority 
rests in an appointment by the President. This 
change would create a permanent position to 
carry out these functions. 

The creation of an officer with the specific 
duties and authority for Chapter Formation and 
Development will enable an officer to seek out 
areas and members or prospective members to 
form new chapters. This function has not been 
carried out in the past fourteen years. 

As Amended:
The officers of this Society shall be 

a President, a Senior Vice President, five 
(5) area Vice-Presidents, Vice-President 
for Chapter Renewal and Revitalization, 
Vice-President for Chapter Formation and 
Development, a Secretary, a Treasurer, (or a 
Secretary/Treasurer), an Endowment Trust 
Treasurer, a Registrar, a Chaplain, a Historian, 
a Chancellor, a Genealogist and an Auditor. 
The officers shall be elected by a majority vote 
of the members present at the annual meeting 
of the Society, and shall hold office for one 
year and until their successors are elected and 
qualified. Such officers shall serve without 
compensation in such capacities. Their duties 
shall be such as their titles shall, by custom, 
indicated and as may be assigned them by 
the By-Laws, the President, the Board of 
Managers, or the Executive committee.

********************************
§ Amendment 5: Article IV, Section 2

Article IV - Officers, Board of 
Managers, National Trustee, Alternate 
National Trustee, Delegates to Annual 
Congress, Executive Committee

Section 2 – Board of Managers

Current:
The Board of Managers shall consist of 

the National Trustee, the elected officers of the 
Society during their terms of office, all living 
past presidents of the Society, the president of 
each Chapter in the Society, and one additional 
member from each chapter, said member to 
be selected by the Chapter, and of members 
appointed by the officers of the State Society 
not affiliated with nor under the jurisdiction 
of local Chapters. The term of office shall be 
concurrent with that of the State officers who 

made the appointment. 

Proposed Amendment:
Change the phrase “Board of Managers” 

to the following “Board of Governors.” All 
other references to “Board of Managers” in 
the Constitution and By Laws will be changed 
to the “Board of Governors.”

Rational: 
The current name and commonly used 

abbreviation does not appear to provide 
sufficient respect for this meeting.  Attendance 
over the past year has steadily declined to the 
point where serious concerns of maintaining 
a sufficient quorum have been raised.  The 
abbreviation used is very similar to a common 
shorthand phrase for a bodily function.  

The proposed name change evokes the 
actual function of this entity – that is, to 
function as a governing body for the State 
Society during the time between annual state 
meetings.  The proposed name uses a term 
that encompasses all of the various titles that 
are used by the State Society – President, 
Vice President, Chairman, etc – into a new 
classification that is closer to the purpose of 
the entity. 

As Amended:
Article 2 - Board of Governors: The 

Board of Governors shall consist of the 
National Trustee, the elected officers of the 
Society during their terms of office, all living 
past presidents of the Society, the president of 
each Chapter in the Society, and one additional 
member from each chapter, said member to 
be selected by the Chapter, and of members 
appointed by the officers of the State Society 
not affiliated with nor under the jurisdiction 
of local Chapters. The term of office shall be 
concurrent with that of the State officers who 
made the appointment. 

********************************

§ Amendment 6: Article IV, Section 2 

Article IV - Officers, Board of 
Managers, National Trustee, Alternate 
National Trustee, Delegates to Annual 
Congress, Executive Committee

Section 2 – Board of Managers
 
Current:
The Board of Managers shall consist of 

the National Trustee, the elected officers of the 

Society during their terms of office, all living 
past presidents of the Society, the president of 
each Chapter in the Society, and one additional 
member from each chapter, said member to 
be selected by the Chapter, and of members 
appointed by the officers of the State Society 
not affiliated with nor under the jurisdiction 
of local Chapters. The term of office shall be 
concurrent with that of the State officers who 
made the appointment.

Proposed Amendment (if Amendment 5 
is approved, this amendment will reflect the approved 
amendment)

Add the following phrase “the chairs of 
each committee appointed by the President of 
the Society, the Board of Managers, or the 
Executive Committee,” after the phrase “said 
member to be selected by the Chapter,”

Rationale: 
This change would reflect what the 

Society has been doing, but without any 
specific codification.

As Amended:
The Board of Managers shall consist of 

the National Trustee, the elected officers of the 
Society during their terms of office, all living 
past presidents of the Society, the president of 
each Chapter in the Society, and one additional 
member from each chapter, said member 
to be selected by the Chapter, the chairs of 
each committee appointed by the President 
of the Society, by the Board of Managers, or 
the Executive Committee, and of members 
appointed by the officers of the State Society 
not affiliated with nor under the jurisdiction 
of local Chapters. The term of office shall be 
concurrent with that of the State officers who 
made the appointment.

********************************

§ Amendment 7: Article V, Section 3 

Article V – Annual Meeting, Special 
Meetings, Quorum

Section 3

Current:
Ten (10) members shall constitute a 

quorum for the transaction of business at a 
meeting of the Society; five (5) members of the 
Board of Managers shall constitute a quorum 
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for the transaction of business by the Board. 
Five (5) members of the Executive Committee 
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction 
of business by the committee. A lesser number 
may adjourn.

Proposed Amendment: 
Establish non-contradictory criteria for a 

quorum for the Board of Managers meetings, 
the Annual Meeting and Chapter meetings. 
The proposed amendment is shown in “As 
Amended” below with the new phrasing 
indicated in the Bold, Italized text. 

Rationale: 
Currently this section of the article 

contradicts itself. Ten members are required 
for the transaction of business at a meeting 
of the Society. The phrase “meeting of the 
Society” is vague and could be inferred 

to include chapters and committees. Both 
phrases that follow - “five (5) members of the 
Board of Managers shall constitute a quorum 
for the transaction of business by the Board” 
and “Five (5) members of the Executive 
Committee shall constitute a quorum for 
transaction of business by the committee.” 
– are in contradiction with the first phrase of 
the section.  This section needs to be amended 
so as to eliminate these contradictions. 

The proposed amendment (see below) 
also sets a quorum for the annual meeting, 
which is currently implied, but not stated, 
in this section. The amendment also directs, 
instead of suggests, that if a quorum is not met 
that the meeting must adjourn. 

As Amended:
Twenty-five percent (25%) of the 

membership of the Board of Managers shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
business by the Board.  Five (5) members of 
the Executive Committee shall constitute a 
quorum for the transaction of business by the 
Executive Committee. Twenty-five percent 
(25%) of the membership of the Board of 
Managers, including at least five (5) members 
of the Executive Committee, shall constitute 
a quorum for the transaction of business by 
the Annual Meeting. Five percent (5%) of 
the membership of a Chapter shall constitute 
a quorum for the transaction of business by 
that Chapter. A quorum shall be established 
at the beginning of a meeting. In the event of 
the failure to meet a quorum, the only action 
that can be taken is an adjournment.

********************************

SC SAR SOCIETY WEBSITE: 
Stay up to date on all that is happening in the SCSSAR

Log in at: 

www.scssar.org
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