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Winner of the Grahame T. Smallwood Award at the 120th Annual Congress

Revolutionary War park dedicated on Sullivan’s Island

See Sullivan’s Island, page 11

Best in the National Society for State Societies of more than 500 members with a publication of more than 10 pages.

Marks battle on north 
end of island.
By John Ramsey
President
Major Gen. William Moultrie Chapter

SULLIVAN’S ISLAND — It only 
took 235 years, but the Col. William 
Thomson Revolu
tionary War Park 
became a reality 
June 18. 

The Major Gen. 
William Moultrie 
Chapter provided 
financial assis
tance and hosted 
the opening recep
tion. 

The park, en
tirely built with 
private funds, com
memorates a piv
otal American vic
tory at the park’s 
location during the 
Battle of Sullivan’s 
Island June 18 to 
28, 1776.

The park was dedicated June 18, 
235 years after the original battle be
gan. More than 225 people attended 
the dedication and festivities. Early 
arrivals were treated to fife and drum 
music from the American Revolution.

Rev. Vance Polley, pastor of the 
Sunrise Presbyterian Church near 
the park, offered the invocation and 
benediction and his church hall for 
the reception and tables for displays. 

Col. Thomson, portrayed by Da
vid Reuwer of Camden, took the au
dience back to 1776, when Sullivan’s 
Island was wilderness, and Charles
ton, the largest and most important 

city in the South, 
was home to only 
12,000 people.

Wreaths were 
placed in memo
ry of the Patriots 
who fought and 
died in the battle 
by the Major Gen. 
William Moultrie 
and Lemuel Ben
ton chapters; the 
South Carolina 
Daughters of the 
Revolution, and 
the South Caro
lina Society of the 
Cincinnati. 

The Moultrie 
Chapter provided 

food and drinks at a reception after
ward. 

Book authors, Revolutionary War 
reenactors, National Park Service 
Rangers from Fort Moultrie, and a 
number of historians displayed arti
facts from the period and answered 

questions.
Doug Mac

Intyre of 
C h a r l e s t o n 
was chair of 
the Thomson 
Park Commit

tee. The South Car
olina Historical So
ciety served as the 
core research arm 
of the committee.

The Park Com
mittee was spon
sored by the Fort 
MoultrieFort Sum
ter Historical Trust.  

Many people 
and organizations 
donated time and 
money to make the 
park a reality.

Patriot victory
Col. William 

Thom son, a planter 
in the Orangeburgh 
District, and known as “Danger” to 
his friends and foes, led 780 Patri
ots to victory over a British army of 
3,000. 

On June 28, 1776, British land 
and sea forces made a final desperate 
attempt to overcome the defenses on 
Sullivan’s Island and occupy the har
bor and city of Charleston. 

At the close of that final day of 
battle, Thomson’s Patriots stood vic
torious as the British infantry and 
marines finally withdrew from their 
assaults across Breach Inlet to the 
north end of Sullivan’s Island. On the 
south end of the island, Col. William 
Moultrie and 435 Patriots inside Fort 
Sullivan punished the British fleet in 
a fierce, daylong battle.

As the day ended, British Com
modore Peter Parker withdrew his 
fleet of warships, some in tatters, and 
sailed back to New York. It was the 
first defeat for the combined British 

land and sea forces in the American 
Revolution.

After the British fleet sailed away, 
the harbor city of Charleston (sought 
as the key to the British Southern 
campaign) would remain free to sup
port the Revolution for four more 
years. Word of the Patriot victory 
was quickly carried to Philadelphia, 
where members of the Continental 
Congress were debating the adoption 
of a declaration of national indepen
dence.

Carolina Day celebrations
Beginning in 1777, in memory of 

the Patriot victory, Charlestonians 
have celebrated June 28 as Carolina 
Day with marches, speeches, bands 
and flag waving. 

However, in preceding years, Car
olina Day celebrations have centered 

Program Chair Doug MacIntrye relates 
battle plans and unit locations. The Sum-
ter Guards presented the colors. [Photos 
by Bill Prewitt]

The Pipe and Drum contingent played before and after the 
event.

The Park overlooks Breach Inlet. On the other side is the Isle of Palms 
(Long Island in 1776).
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The deadline for the Winter Edition of The Palmetto Patriot is Nov. 14

Mark C. Anthony

In my previous letter, the focus 
was on where the South Carolina 
Society was headed. The theme for 
the 20112012 remains Reenergiz
ing the Society. But have we already 
plateaued in the summer doldrums? 
Thus the question: while we are ap
proaching midyear, have we reached 
the midway?

Take a look at the objectives for 
the year announced in April:

1) The chartering of a South 
Carolina Ladies Auxiliary.  

Status: The SC Society has for
mally voted its recognition of this 
group. The leadership of the Ladies 
Auxiliary now needs to draw up a set 
of bylaws and objectives in support 
of the SAR. The Ladies Auxiliary will 
complement the SAR by allowing our 
wives who may not be eligible to join 
the DAR to contribute. Also, it is a lot 
easier for our members to attend if 
their wives are welcomed and want 
to attend as well.  

2) The redefinition of the Re-
gional Vice President’s roles. 

Status: No progress has been 
made in my contacting the Regional 
VPs beyond the speech in April and 
the articles in The Palmetto Patriot. 

The Regional Vice Presidents 
have been asked to host regional con
tests for the various youth programs 
(Knight Essay, Rumbaugh Oration 
and SC Society Scholarship) and at 

least two meetings of the chapters in 
their region (a planning meeting and  
a social meeting) so that the various 
chapters and members can meet oth
ers from around the state.  

3) Increasing the participation 
and visibility of the South Carolina 
Society.

Status: The SC Society has sent 
large contingents to two events on 
the same day in different states 
(Ramseur’s Mill in North Carolina 
and Breach Inlet in Charleston). The 
SC Society had 10 delegates and an
other three members attend the Na
tional Congress—an alltime record.  

Each chapter is asked to let the 
State Secretary know about planned 
meetings, commemorations and oth
er events so they can be publicized 
across the state. Believe it or not, 
members want to attend your event 
if only they know about it.  

All in all, the SC Society can be 
pleased with what it has already ac
complished. The Major Gen. William 
Moultrie Chapter has marked a new 
battle site with a tremendous public 
participation. The SC Society gar
nered multiple awards at the National 
Congress and continues to be seen as 
a leading society on the national level.

However, there are still areas 
that need work. At the most recent 
Board of Governors meeting, not 
enough members were present to 

have a quorum causing the start of 
the meeting to be delayed until suf
ficient numbers were present. Some 
chapters do not send any members 
to either state meetings or com
memorative events.  

I have just finished reading Newt 
Gingrich’s historical fiction account 
of Washington’s Crossing of the 
Delaware. In that book, the fictional 
private who remained with the army 
even through the deadly winter con
ditions meets his brothers in his 
home in Trenton. One brother had 
deserted the American army on the 
march south from New York, while 
the other had become an officer in 
the Loyalist forces. 

While the private respects his 
Loyalist brother at least for choos
ing the opposing side and remaining 
loyal to his convictions, he effectively 
disowns his brother who deserted be
cause he did not stay loyal.  

Now, I am not trying to call any
one a deserter or an enemy, but I 
do want to ask each member to see 
where he can renew or increase his 
support of the SAR.  

As during the winter of 1776, the 
leaders of the SC Society are asking 
our members to step up and support 
the work of the SAR much like Gen. 
Washington asked the remnants of 
the Continental Army to step up in the 
face of ending enlistments to support 

Almost Midyear but Are We Midway?

Mark C. Anthony
SCSSAR President

the campaign for American Liberty.  
To that end, I will call your at

tention to the 
listing of up
coming events 
through the 
2012 Annual 
State Meeting.  

I hope to see 
you at one of 
these events or 
at a meeting of 
your chapter.  

Until next 
is sue, I remain 
your humble 
and obedient 
servant. 

SCSSAR 2011 Americanism Update

Chapter   Americanism  PG Streamer  PG Cup Categories
Daniel Morgan    2,640   1,170    79.38        14
Col. Robert Anderson   2,163   1,075    75.46        12
Maj. Gen. William Moultrie  1,749      465    13.09        12
Gov. Paul Hamilton   1,746      510    39.36        13
Cambridge    1,249      565    51.96         12
Gen. James Williams      925      485    55.68        12
Lemuel Benton       886      415    19.85          8
Col. William Bratton      645      160    22.68          6
Dr. George Mosse      595      305    23.33          8
Gen. Francis Marion      572      280    59.42        10
Col. Joseph Kershaw      505      115    66.89         8
Battle of Eutaw Springs      360      310    17.03          8
Col. Thomas Taylor      335   1,010    16.82          9
Matthew Singleton      280        35      8.23          5
Henry Laurens       150        45      5.25          4
Godfrey Dreher          140      120      9.50          6
Gen. Andrew Pickens        80      160      8.35          4
South Carolina Society             15,910   6,455        NA       NA 

The following are the cumulative Americanism Contest results through Aug. 1.

With seven months completed this year, six chapters have qualified for the President General’s Cup. Another six chapters are within 
striking distance of qualifying. Likewise, five chapters have logged at least 1,000 points.  

In 2010, seven chapters scored more than 1,000 points, with two scoring more than 4,000 and another just missing the 3,000 point 
level. Six chapters qualified for the PG Cup. This year should be one in which the SC Society easily eclipses these totals.  

Every chapter will receive a report detailing how it can maximize its categories and points through the remaining four months of the 
year.  

The point totals listed above are based on information that has been supplied to the committee through the National Office, the 
various chapters or direct observation. If the event is not reported, it cannot be recorded. Please be sure to contact the chairman if you 
have any questions or need copies of the spreadsheets that are used.

Mark C. Anthony, Chairman, SCSSAR Americanism Committee

* 12 categories must have points for a chapter to be eligible for consideration for the national President General’s Cup contest. 
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http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=112838164444&ref=ts

Join us on Facebook 

By Mark C. Anthony
SC Society State President

WINSTONSALEM, North Caro
lina — Thirteen South Carolina So
ciety compatriots participated in at 
least one of the many events associ
ated with the Annual Congress of the 
National Society SAR July 8 to 13 in 
WinstonSalem.

Events began Friday, July 8, with 
the National Executive Committee 
meeting and a genealogy seminar 
with speakers from various national 
organizations. Following the day’s 
meetings, the SAR took buses to the 
baseball park to see the Class A mi
nor league WinstonSalem Dash take 
on the Myrtle Beach Pelicans. The 
SAR provided the color guard for the 
presentation of colors, and members 
enjoyed food and fun in the right 
field party section.

Saturday dawned with members 
boarding buses to tour the Rev
olutionaryera Moravian town of 
Bethabara, in which many wounded 
were cared for during the various 
campaigns in the Piedmont region of 
North Carolina. 

After this tour, the SAR members 
were treated to boxed lunches at the 
Old Town Salem visitors center. As 
members ate, they were entertained 
by reenactors portraying Major Gen. 
Nathanael Greene and Gen. Charles 
Cornwallis, who talked about their 
campaigns during the Revolution.

After lunch, members toured Old 
Town Salem, which is similar to 
Colonial Williamsburg. Many SAR 
members bought samples of the 
Moravian cookies and cakes for sale.

Following the tours, the North Car
olina Society hosted the gathered com
patriots at the Embassy Suites in the 
welcoming reception. Besides plenti
ful food and beverages, the NC Society 
cut a cake in honor of the 100th anni

121st Congress schedule packed with events
versary of the Society’s charter.

Sunday, July 10, began with a va
riety of committee and district break
fasts. The main event of the afternoon 
was the National Memorial Service. 
The combined NSSAR Color Guard 
marched to an area church leading 
the gathered compatriots. At this ser
vice, 16 members of the South Caro
lina Society were remembered. In the 
evening, members gathered at the 
Marriott to hear the finals of the Na
tional Rumbaugh Oration Contest.

On Monday morning, July 11, the 
business sessions of the Congress be
gan with the presentation of colors, 
and members hearing the reports 
of the general officers. At lunch, the 
SAR recognized the winners of the 
various youth contests. South Caro
lina was once again the sponsor of a 
national winner with Caleb Griffith 
winning the national award for the 
Elementary School Poster Contest.  

After lunch, the members once 
again entered into a business ses
sion to hear more reports and vote 
on various motions. Members retired 
to have dinner on their own before 
assembling for the annual Minute
man induction and presentation of 

awards (see article below).
Tuesday’s business session fo

cused on debate of various NSSAR 
constitutional amendment propos
als and resolutions. The major piece 
of legislation considered was the 
amendment of the bylaws concern
ing the election of trustees. As ap
proved by the delegates, now all 
former Presidents General must be 
specifically elected as voting Trustees 

By Mark C. Anthony
SC Society State President

WINSTONSALEM, North Caro
lina — The South Carolina Society 
once again received multiple awards 
in recognition of its work over the 
past year at the 2011 NSSAR An
nual Congress. The annual recogni
tion night began Monday, July 11, 
with the induction of the Minuteman 
Class of 2011.  

Minuteman Medal
The Minuteman Medal is the high

est award presented by the NSSAR 
to a compatriot in recognition of his 
longtime contributions to the SAR.  
The evening began with the tradi
tional introduction of previous Min

Larry J. Magerkurth of California was elected 
President General at the Annual Congress.

SCSSAR MEMBERS AT 121ST ANNUAL CONGRESS — From left (standing): J.D. Nor-
ris, Greg Greenawalt, Ted Morton, Mark C. Anthony, William Allgood, Lindsey Brock, Red-
ding I. “Rick” Corbett III and Dan Woodruff. Seated: Henrietta Morton, Cindy Anthony, 
Donna Allgood and Billie Brock. Attending but not pictured: Eugenia Greenawalt, Steve 
Blackwell and Don Wilder. [Photos by Penny Rogo Bailes, Mama Razzi Foto]

each year. This change was necessary 
to bring the bylaws into agreement 
with the NSSAR Charter.  

Also on Tuesday, nominations for 
the 20112012 general officers were 

made. The afternoon was consumed 
with committee meetings and elec
tions for contested offices. In the eve
ning, a banquet was held in honor 
of outgoing President General David 
Sympson. 

The featured speaker was Dr. Tony 
Zeiss, president of Charlotte Piedmont 
Community College, who portrayed 
Captain James Jack. Captain Jack was 
the man who rode from Charlotte to 

SCSSAR COLOR GUARD — The SCSSAR Color Guard after the National Memorial Ser-
vice. From left: Lindsey Brock, J.D. Norris, Mark C. Anthony and Dan Woodruff.

Philadelphia to deliver a copy of the 
Mecklenburg Resolutions declaring 
Mecklenburg County’s independence 
from England before the adoption of 
the Declaration of Independence.

Wednesday began with a runoff 
election for the position of Treasurer 
General. After the early morning bal
loting, the final business session was 
conducted. The major item of busi
ness was the election of Trustees for 
the coming year. After the election, 
the new trustees conducted a meet
ing before adjourning for the day.  

Members had the afternoon free, 
or they could participate in a tour 
of WinstonSalem. That evening, the 
SAR gathered for the induction ban
quet for the new general officers. The 
evening ended with the retirement 
of colors and various smaller parties 
within the two hotels that served as 
the headquarters for the Congress.

SC Society receives multiple awards
utemen Medal recipients. This year, 
two South Carolina Society members 
participated in the ceremony: William 
T. Allgood (Class of 1995) and Ronald 
J. Horton (Class of 2002).

While no South Carolinians were 
inducted this year, the South Atlan
tic District boasted three of the six 
inductees — Lindsey C. Brock (Flor
ida), Charlie A. Newcomer (Georgia) 
and Samuel C. Powell (North Caro
lina).

Following the induction ceremo
ny, the evening turned to the rec
ognition of individual compatriots, 
chapters and state societies for their 
accomplishments.

The South Carolina Society was 
first recognized with an Honorable 

See Multiple Awards, page 4
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Mention for the Grahame T. Small
wood Jr. Award presented to the state 
society of more than 500 members, 
which produced the best publication 
of more than 10 pages. The Honorable 
Mention award is presented when the 
society produced the best publication 
but had won the award in the previ
ous year. The society received a cer
tificate and a check for $100.

Furlong Memorial Award
The Society also received the Ad

miral William R. Furlong Memorial 
Award presented to each state soci
ety that presented a Flag Certificate 
during the year in addition to having 
at least 50 percent of its chapters also 
present a Flag Certificate during the 
same period. 

The Officers Attendance Award 
was presented to the state society.   
This certificate recognizes the state 
society for having its President and 

WINNING POSTER — Mark Anthony (left), SCSSAR president and National Americanism 
vice president, stands beside the winning poster from South Carolina with Mike Tomme, 
National Americanism Committee chairman.

AMERICANISM AWARD — State President Mark Anthony (left) receives the Allene Wil-
son Groves Award for Americanism from President General David Sympson.

CALHOUN COUNTY — Wil
liam F. “Bill” Minikiewicz, Calhoun 
County’s Emergency Medical Ser
vice (EMS) director, received the 
NSSAR Service Award for EMS July 
11 at the NSSAR’s 121st National 
Congress in WinstonSalem, North 
Carolina.  

President General David Symp
son of Louisville, Kentucky, present
ed the award to Mr. Minikiewicz. 

The NSSAR presents service 
awards in the areas of Law Enforce
ment, Fire and Rescue, and EMS an
nually at its National Congress.

The Battle of Eutaw Springs 
Chapter nominated Mr. Minikiewicz 
for this award. Past State President 
Douglas Doster of Cameron said: 
“Bill was nominated for his extensive 
background in EMS programs and 
his outstanding service as director 
here in Calhoun County. Our Battle 

Bill Mimikiewicz wins national EMS award

EMS AWARD — President General David 
Sympson (left) presents EMS Award to Bill 
Minikiewicz, Calhoun County EMS direc-
tor July 11 at the National Conference in 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina. 

of Eutaw Springs Chapter knew we 
had a national winner when we sub
mitted Bill’s name for this award.”

National Trustee attend both preced
ing Trustee Meetings and the previ
ous National Congress.

The next awards presented were 
the Liberty Medals recognizing those 
SC Society members who were the 

Multiple awards
Continued from page 3

firstline sponsor of 10 new mem
bers approved in the previous calen
dar year. This year Redding I. “Rick” 
Corbett III, Ron Horton and John 
T. Smith (two clusters) received oak 
leaf clusters in recognition of each 
additional 10 firstline sponsorships.

Other awards
The NSSAR presented addition

al awards at other times during the 
Congress. The Col. William Brat
ton Chapter received a Partners in 
Patriotism Certificate for its work 
with veterans organizations. State 
President Mark Anthony received a 
National Meritorious Service Medal 
from President General David Symp
son.

The final award received by the 
South Carolina Society was the Al
lene Wilson Groves Americanism 
Award. This award is presented an
nually to the state society that has the 
highest total of Americanism points 
in the previous year. The South Car
olina Society amassed more than 
24,000 points and won in the 1999 
member category.  

NSSAR COLOR GUARD — The massed NSSAR Color Guard after 
the National Memorial Service.

By Mark C. Anthony 
Vice Chairman  
National Americanism Committee

WINSTONSALEM, North Caroli
na — The Battle of Cowpens was de
picted by 14 posters at the 121st An
nual Congress of the NSSAR. These 
posters were the winning entries sub
mitted from state societies across the 
nation.  

In comparison to last year’s vot
ing within the Americanism Commit
tee where many votes were needed to 
determine the final winner, this year, 
the vote was not close for the winner.  

Congratulations to Caleb Griffith, 
son of Gen. James Williams Chapter 
member Gary Griffith. His poster 
(see photo at left) was selected as the 
winner of the National Americanism 
Elementary School Poster Contest.   

In winning the contest, Caleb re
ceived a blue ribbon and a $300 Sav
ings Bond from the NSSAR. Also, his 

winning poster is on display at the 
National Headquarters building in 
Louisville for the next year.  

This marks the third time in the 
last five years that the South Caroli
na Society has sponsored the winner 
in a Youth Program contest on the 
national level. Previously, the Soci
ety sponsored the winner in the En
hanced JROTC competition and the 
Knight Essay competition.

South Carolina Society sponsors  
national winner in Poster Contest

Winning poster on display at SAR Headquar-
ters in Louisville [Photo by Mark C. Anthony]
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Help Needed in Gravesite Search
I am searching for the gravesites of two generations of my ancestors. 

William Calhoun (about 1726-about 1790), uncle of John C. Calhoun, and 
his wife, Agnes Long Calhoun (about 1729-about 1794, Agnes is shown in 
the 1790 census in Abbeville District), and their son, Ezekiel Calhoun (1770-
1817), and his wife Frances Hamilton Calhoun (1773-1848). It is believed that 
Ezekiel died without a will in Abbeville County. All are believed to be buried 
in Old Ninety Six district (Abbeville County). It is believed that Frances H. 
(daughter of Maj. Andrew Hamilton) died at her daughter’s home (Catherine 
Duvall Calhoun Parker) in Columbia, South Carolina. Frances’ estate was 
probated by her son Ephraim Ramsey Calhoun of Greenwood.

Any clues would be greatly appreciated. Carroll L. Crowther, Beaufort, 
South Carolina, 843-521-0134, ccrowther@islc.net.

Major Gen. William Moultrie 
Chapter: Gregory Milam Alford, 
Patriot ancestor William Taylor Sr.

Beau Bryant Evans, Patriot an
cestor Gray Bryant.

Reed Van Orden Maloney, Pa
triot ancestor Thaddeus Crane.

Bryant Jones Maloney, Patriot 
ancestor Thaddeus Crane.

Drayton Keith Maloney, Patriot 
ancestor Thaddeus Crane.

Gov. Paul Hamilton Chapter: 
Joseph Childs Harden, Patriot an
cestor Benjamin Lanier.

Claude Nash Dinkins, Patriot 
ancestor Theodore King.

David Pickney Easterling, Pa
triot ancestor William Pinckney.

Joel Trapier Horry, Patriot an
cestor Elias Horry.

Dr. George Mosse Chapter: Carl 
Andrew Bergmann, Patriot ances

Welcome New SCSSAR Members

By John Ramsey
President
Major Gen. William Moultrie Chapter

CHARLESTON — July 17, 1781, 
was not a good day in American mili
tary history. 

As the sun rose that morning, the 
Patriot forces were 
posed to strike 
hard with a firm 
resolve that a re
treating British in
fantry unit would 
be eliminated from 
further fighting. 

All the pieces 
were in place. Pa
triot units under 
Col. “Lighthorse 
Harry” Lee, Gen. 
Thomas Sumter 
and Gen. Francis 
Marion acted as 
pincers to overtake and overwhelm 

the retreating British 19th Regiment 
of 500 men under the command of 
Lt. Col. James Coates. 

Allied with the British infantry 
were 150 mounted infantry of the 

South Carolina Loyalist rangers. 
Col. Coates and all British forces 

had been ordered in late June by 
Francis Edward Rawdon, British 
commander of the Southern Cam
paign, to withdraw all forces, along 
with the remaining Tory forces of the 
Upstate, to Charleston to regroup. 

Patriot Gen. 
Nathanael Greene 
decided to scat
ter his forces to 
intercept and ha
rass the British 
retreat to the coast 
in what became 
known as the “Dog 
Days Campaign,” 
a desperate endur
ance race.

When the sun 
set that day, the 
Patriot pursuit had 
been stopped cold 

with a number of Patriots killed or 
wounded. 

British forces, with few losses, 
completed their trek into Charleston 
to the safety of the British garrison. 

However, the British baggage train, 
payroll strongbox and about 100 newly 
mustered men were captured by Mari
on in what would prove to be one of his 
last guerrilla actions of the war.

Perhaps due to the nature of the 
defeat at Quenby Bridge, official ac
counts by Lee, Sumter and Marion, 
do not agree and leave some large 
gaps. 

What is known is that the Patriots 

Major Gen. William Moultrie Chapter commemorates
230th anniversary of Patriot defeat at Quenby Bridge

HISTORY LESSON — Members of the Moultrie Chapter listen to 
historian Macky Hill review each step of the battle. [Photo by John 
Ramsey]

MASS GRAVE — Chapter President 
John Ramsey stands atop one of six 
mass graves still visible in what, at the 
time of the battle, was open land ad-
jacent to flooded rice fields along the 
Cooper River. [Photo by Frank Stanley]

suffered a signifi
cant number of 
casualties in the 
afternoon, a mini
mum of 25 killed, 
who were buried 
overnight into six 
mass graves at the 
edge of the battle
field.

The battle, 
originally called 
the battle for Shu
brick’s plantation, 
would come to 
be known as the 
Battle for Quenby 
Bridge. As a Patri
ot defeat, not long 
before the final 
victory at Yorktown, remembrance 
of the battle seemed to fade from 
memories and history books.

For the 230th anniversary year 
of that battle, members of the Ma
jor Gen. William Moultrie Chapter 
met with area historian Macky Hill 
and spent an afternoon walking over 
the battlefield and searching out 
the mass gravesites. Macky Hill has 
spent much of his life studying his
tory around the Cooper River planta
tions northwest of Charleston, espe
cially Revolutionary War history. 

The chapter is indebted to his 
research of official records, reports 
and the obscure memoirs of the Tory 
quartermaster, written in the 19th 
century for his grandchildren. The 
chapter’s goal is to honor those Patri

PLAQUE CIRCA 1941

ots killed and memorialize their sac
rifice for future generations. 

With the help of a 1791 plat made 
when the battlefield property was 
transferred to new owners, Hill is 
positive the six mass Patriot graves 
have been found. Chapter members 
do not plan to identify the locations 
as they lie on private property and 
could be subject to vandalism or en
courage trespassing. 

An old steel plaque at the Quenby 
Bridge boat landing, circa 1941, is the 
only testament to the Patriot defeat 
and to those Patriots who died and 
are buried near that location. Soon, 
we hope to have the names of those 
Patriots known to have been killed at 
the Battle for Quenby Bridge on the 
SCSSAR graves website.

POSTER CONTEST WINNER — Caleb 
Griffith, son of Gary Griffith of the Gen. 
James Williams Chapter, won the SAR 
National poster contest. Caleb, a home-
schooler from Saluda, was presented the 
award and a check for $300 by State Pres-
ident Mark Anthony at the Musgrove Mill 
commemoration Aug. 20. [Photo by Jim 
Livingston]

tor Thomas Peckham.
Col. Robert Anderson Chapter: 

Michael Ervin Boyd, Patriot ances
tor John Blair.

Col. Thomas Taylor Chapter: 
Frank Reginald Brown III, Patriot 
ancestor Aaron Fontaine.

Frank Reginald Brown IV, Pa
triot ancestor Aaron Fontaine.

Riggs Wilson Brown, Patriot an
cestor Aaron Fontaine.

Daniel Morgan Chapter: Mi
chael Keith Butler, Patriot ancestor 
John Alsop.

Gen. Francis Marion Chapter: 
James David Watson, Patriot ances

tor Isaac Blackwelder.
At Large: Matthew Israel Horry, 

Patriot ancestor Elias Horry.
Garland Anderson Horry, Patri

ot ancestor Elias Horry. 
Paul Richard Kinsey, Patriot an

cestor Aaron Nutt.
Chase Alexander Limehouse, 

Patriot ancestor William Cole.
Gen. Andrew Pickens Chapter: 

Edwin Hugh Hicks, Patriot ances
tor Nathan Hicks.

Albert Lee Glenn Jr., Patriot an
cestor William McSwain.

Jonathan Ryan Glenn, Patriot 
ancestor William McSwain.

A fondness for power is 
implanted, in most men, 
and it is natural to abuse it, 
when acquired. Alexander 
Hamilton, The Farmer 
Refuted, Feb. 23, 1775
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SCSSAR Color Guard members (from left) Mark Anthony, Bob Krause, J.D. Norris and 
Dan Woodruff participate in the 10th annual July 4 celebration during the Sunday morning 
worship service at Eastlan Baptist Church in Greenville July 3. [Photo by Lt. Cmdr. Ernest 
Nix, ROTC commander at Greenville High School].

Chapter Capsules
News items from SCSSAR chapters
Col. Lemuel Benton Chapter takes part 
in Independence Day event on beach

NORTH MYRTLE BEACH — The 
Col. Lemuel Benton Chapter joined 
more than 35,000 on the beach view
ing the Independence Day, American 
Pride March. 

The Chapter partnered with the 
American Legion, Blue Star Moth
ers, the North Myrtle Beach Lions 
Club and other veterans groups. Dur
ing the eightmile march down the 
beach, the SAR flag bearers drew ap
plause as they carried the American 
flag, the South Carolina state flag and 
the POWMIA flag. 

“Salute from the Shores” brought 
it all together with F16s perform

JULY 4 EVENT — From left: Richard 
Johnson, vice president Pee Dee District, 
Bill Judd, Col. Lemuel Benton Chapter 
president, and Frank Branson, past chap-
ter president, march the colors along the 
shoreline to a flag raising ceremony. [Photo 
by Frederick J. Oakes]

ing a flyover. Radio and television 
stations Channel 15 and Channel 10 
covered the event. It was viewed by 
thousands on the five o’clock news, 
eleven o’clock news and the Tuesday 
morning news on July 5.

Chapter President William F. 
Judd presented a flag certificate to 
Roy Baransky Sr. for his donation to 
the event of a grand American flag.

Several Compatriots joined Ron
ald Horton, former national flag 
chairman, in raising the American 
Flag, in the presence of more than 
100 handheld flags. President Judd 
led Patriotic songs.

PATRIOTIC FLAG DISPLAY — The Col. William Bratton Chapter honors Sie-
mens Energy Inc. of Charlotte, North Carolina, July 20 for its patriotic American 
flag display. From left: Greg Greenawalt, chapter president, Mark Pringle, direc-
tor of operations for Siemens Energy, and John Pendleton, a member of the Col. 
William Bratton chapter. 

Photos for the Patriot
Please send all photos for The Patriot as jpgs at least 200 dpi and at least 

four inches wide to Tom Hanson at tom.hanson@SouthCarolinaConserva-
tive.com. Please give credit to the one who took the photos.

By our form of govern-
ment, the Christian religion 
is the established religion; 
and all sects and denomi-
nations of Christians are 
placed upon the same equal 
footing, and are equally en-
titled to protection in their 
religious liberty. 

Samuel Chase
1741-1811

associate justice 
of Supreme Court 

and signatory to
Declaration 

of Independence
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BEAUFORT — The Gov. Paul 
Hamilton Chapter met June 16 at the 
Holiday Inn in Beaufort.

More than 40 members and 
guests listened to guest speaker Cal
vin Smith, history professor emeritus 
of the University of South Carolina 
Aiken, discuss Col. James Williams 
of the Ninety Six District of South 
Carolina (Laurens County).

Under the South Carolina Pro
vincial Congress, Williams was to 
be promoted to the rank of briga
dier general, however he died of his 
wounds during his leadership in the 
great Patriot victory at Kings Moun
tain Oct. 7, 1780 before the commis
sion could be delivered. In 2005 the 
South Carolina General Assembly 
confirmed the rank bestowed upon 
him 225 years before.

Following Smith’s presentation, 
President Wayne Cousar installed 
new members Franklin Lee Wood 
and William De Lorme Anderson.  
Wood is a descendant of Patriot sol
dier Ellis Palmer, and Anderson a de
scendant of Patriot soldier Thomas 
Benjamin Chaplin.

At the conclusion of the meeting, 
Andy Beall, South Carolina Society 
chairman of the Eagle Scout Com
mittee, introduced Beaufort County 
Eagle Scout Peter McGee and his 
family to the Chapter’s members and 
guests. 

McGee, a member of Troop 213 
sponsored by Okatee Baptist Church 
in Beaufort County, was selected as 
South Carolina’s Eagle Scout of the 
Year. 

McGee entered the Naval Acad
emy this fall joining his brother Will 
who is a senior. Jody Henson. 

From left: Secretary Michael Keyserling, Frank Wood, Bill 
Anderson and President Wayne Cousar. [Photos by Pete 
Dickerson]

From left: Will McGee, Lynn McGee, Peter McGee and Andy Beall.

Gov. Paul Hamilton Chapter listens to lecture 
on Col. James Williams of Ninety Six District

GOV. PAUL HAMILTON CHAPTER JROTC AWARDS — During the final weeks of May, 
the Gov. Paul Hamilton Chapter presented the last three of its seven JROTC Bronze Med-
al awards in two counties. Photos clockwise from above: Marine Cadet SSgt Shaniece 
Brown of Ridgeland High School receives award May 15 (from left: SMI Lt. Col. Eric 
Porter, Cadet Shaniece Brown and President Wayne Cousar); Marine Cadet 2nd Lt. Jas-
mine Brockington of Hardeeville High School receives award May 17 (Cadet Jasmine 
Brockington and Past Chapter President Carroll Crowther); and Air Force Cadet Lt. Col. 
Darrin Sawn of Beaufort High School receives award May 27 (from left: Compatriot Frank 
Gibson, Carroll Crowther, SMI Lt. Col. Robert Johnson and Cadet Lt. Col. Darrin Sawn). 
[Photos by John Sutton and Nancy Crowther]

WILLIAM WASHINGTON GRAVE — DuBose Blakeney of the 
Major Gen. William Moultrie Chapter placed a flag on Lt. Col. Wil-
liam Washington’s tomb in Charleston May 28 for Memorial Day. 
[Photos by DuBose Blakeney]

Lt. Col. William Washington’s Grave

A nation under a well reg-
ulated government, should 
permit none to remain un-
instructed. It is monarchical 
and aristocratical govern-
ment only that requires igno-
rance for its support. 

Thomas Paine, Rights of 
Man, 1792.

An informed citizenry is the only true repos-
itory of the public will. Thomas Jefferson
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Larry P. Cornwell
Genealogist General

LOUISVILLE — The following 
has been coordinated with Bob Fish, 
chairman of the Genealogy Commit
tee, and Susan Acree, director of the 
Genealogy Department. 

I have strong support and direc
tion from President General Larry 
Magerkurth to reduce the backlog of 
applications, so that before the next 
Congress, the review time is less than 
six weeks. I, along with those identi
fied in the first paragraph, will come 
up with a plan to do this, and I solicit 
your comments to help achieve this 
muchneeded goal. To be clear, this is 
not a matter of reopening genealogy
related policies that are now in place. 

The director of the Genealogy De
partment believes her staff could get 
caught up if those few (half dozen or 
so) states that send in “problem” ap
plications would meet the standards 
of all the other states. One possible 
solution would be to simply return 
recurringproblem applications to the 
states. (This may have the effect of 
states submitting better applications.) 

The Genealogy Committee is dili
gently working to produce a Regis
trar’s Handbook that will identify 
common problems and list policies 
approved by the Genealogy Com
mittee. Application guidelines can 
be found by going to www.sar.org, 
clicking on “Compatriots,” “NSSAR 
Forms” and then scrolling down to 
Form 0912. Many genealogy policies 
can be found by clicking on “Compa
triots,” “NSSAR Committees,” “Gene
alogy” and then on “SAR Genealogy 
Policies.” The Genealogy Committee 

is working to complete this list. 
About 950 pended applications 

are in the system that are more six 
months old, with many more than 
10 years old. Maintaining these files 
in a semiactive state is a logistics 
problem that consumes staff time. 
We will begin immediately imple
menting the longstanding policy of 
returning these applications to the 
states or destroying them if the state 
does not want them returned. 

A listing, by state, of these old 
pended applications is available at 
www.sar.org/hq/application/Pending 
Apps.pdf . (This web site is currently 
not accessible from the National web 
site.) The current list of received, ap
proved and pended applications at 
National is accessible to members 
only by clicking on “Membership,” 
and then on “Application Status.” 

Genealogy staff members are few 
in number, and must put new appli
cations aside when members other 
than state points of contact call and 
write to them. Unless a staff member 
wants to correspond directly with 
the applicant, only points of contact 
should be corresponding with them.  

The following procedures will 
help reduce the number of pended 
applications in storage. 

1. Applications more than five 
years old are considered “aban
doned” and will be shredded or re
turned to the states. Each state point 
of contact should email Susan Acree 
at sacree@sar.org and advise her, for 
each pended application more than 
five years old, what he wants done 
with it. The options would be for the 
staff to shred it or mail it back to the 
state at state expense. Alternately, the 

staff may keep it in a box marked for 
the state and released back to a state 
member during the Fall or Spring 
Leadership Conference in Louisville. 
All fees for these applications have 
been forfeited by the applicant. 

2. Please review the applications 
pended between three and five years, 
and request return or destruction 
of those applications that are truly 
abandoned. Application fees for new 
applications will not be applied to 
substitute applications claiming a 
different patriot. I will recommend 
that the Genealogy Committee es
tablish that fees paid for pended 
supplemental applications will also 
no longer be applied to replacement 
supplemental applications by the 
same member. 

3. Applications pended for fewer 
than three years will be kept active 
until they age into the three or five 
year category. State points of contact 
should attempt to retrieve them, as 
above, or actively work with the ap
plicants to produce the required doc
umentation. 

Historically, the process for ap
peal has not been widely known or 
followed. The process is designed to 
either gain approval for a pended ap
plication or close it out so it can be 
returned to the applicant. Once a fi
nal decision is made that an applica
tion is incomplete and is withdrawn, 
it may be resubmitted later with ad
ditional evidence along with the pay
ment of the current application fees. 

The SAR Handbook, Vol. I, Bylaw 
No. 9 requires that the genealogist 
general take no more than 30 days to 
review an appeal and either approve 
it or submit his recommendation to 

the President General that the ap
plication not be approved. In order 
to avoid a wholesale appeal of all 
pended applications, I’m asking that 
the following refined procedures be 
followed by state societies forward
ing an appeal to the genealogy staff 
by an applicant. 

1. The applicant must state that 
he has made reasonable attempts 
to obtain documentation required 
by the staff genealogist, and that he 
believes that the documentation sub
mitted satisfies the requirements of 
NSSAR Form 0912, which requires 
sufficient evidence to link genera
tions and prove patriot service. 

2. The applicant must state that 
he is appealing the decision of the 
staff genealogist to the genealogist 
general, and state the reason(s) why 
he believes the evidence is sufficient 
to approve the application. 

Upon receiving a request for ap
peal, the staff genealogist will send 
the following to the genealogist gen
eral by email or U.S. mail: copy of 
the application, a copy of the evi
dence submitted to link the genera
tions or the patriot service in ques
tion, and a copy of correspondence 
between the staff genealogist and 
the state point of contact and appli
cant. 

The 30 day suspense to the ge
nealogist general is designed to ex
pedite a decision for those applica
tions that the applicant believes are 
sufficiently documented but not ap
proved. It also reduces the adminis
trative burden of the genealogy staff 
having to file pended applications 
until they are shredded or returned 
to the states. 

Genealogist General details application appeals process

Daniel Morgan Chapter  
July 21 meeting in Spartanburg

Jimmy Greene (left), director of Spartan-
burg County EMS, receives an EMS Com-
mendation Award from Chapter President 
Donny Carson.

Dr. Christine Swager (right) receives a 
certificate of appreciation for her pre-
sentation on Revolutionary War battles 
in Spartanburg from Chapter President 
Donny Carson at the chapter meet-
ing at Wade’s Restaurant. [Photos by 
John Smith]

Dr. Michael K. Butler (left), professor of his-
tory at North Greenville University, is sworn 
in by Daniel Morgan Chapter President 
Donny Carson as a new member of the 
chapter.

Dr. Michael K. Butler (right), with his wife, 
is welcomed as the newest member of the 
Daniel Morgan Chapter by President Don-
ny Carson.
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By Andy Beall
Eagle Scout Recognition  
Committee Chair

Each month new Eagle Scouts 
across South Carolina achieve the 
pinnacle award of the Scouting ad
venture. 

To achieve the rank of Eagle, 
these young men demonstrate lead
ership, citizenship, service, skill, rev
erence and academic achievement. 
The process is a yearslong journey, 
with each new skill building on the 

Eagle Scout Recognition and Scholarship Program
past. The cumulative experience 
shapes the boy who enters a local 
scout troop as a Tenderfoot into a 
young man. The Eagle Scout rank is 
accomplished by meeting a series of 
requirements that educate, challenge 
and demonstrate perseverance. 

Eagle Scouts show through their 
individual achievement the best quali
ties of young American citizens. These 
leaders show the future promise of 
American youths. Only five percent 
of all who enter scouting eventually 
become Eagles. More than two  mil

lion scouts have achieved Eagle rank 
since 1911, with more than 56,000 
earning Eagle in 2010. The 100 year 
history of Eagle Scouts has shown 
these achievementoriented young 
people often continue as successful 
role models in their adult lives.  

We descendants of the Patriots 
of the American Revolution have an 
opportunity to recognize the Eagle 
rank achievement. Prompt recogni
tion provides these young people a 
positive influence, reinforces their 
accomplishment and favorably intro
duces the scout to the goals and ide
als of the Society.

Recognition from your local 
chapter of the SCSSAR should in
clude a letter of congratulations, an 
engraved Certificate of Recognition, 
and an Eagle Scout Scholarship pam
phlet. To obtain notification when 
new Eagle Scouts have passed their 
Board of Review and earn the Eagle 
rank, your local chapter may develop 
contacts with the district executive 
for the Boy Scouts of America.

Eagle Scouts who have not yet 
reached their 19th birthday are en
couraged to apply for $14,000 in 
scholarships available from the  
NSSAR and $500 from the SCSSAR. 
Competition for scholarships begins 

with the local chapter, and rises to 
the state society. National winners 
are chosen from the best applica
tions by state award winners. Your 
local chapter may recognize each Ea
gle Scout that applies for the schol
arship program by awarding the ap
plicant an SAR Eagle Scout patch. 
The winning entry for your chapter 
receives an SAR medal, and the ap
plication is sent on to compete at the 
state and national level.

Eagle Scout Recognition Program 
pamphlets, engraved Certificates of 
Recognition, SAR patches and SAR 
medals are all available from the  
NSSAR online store.

Each chapter is encouraged to 
actively recognize new Eagles dur
ing the year and promote application 
for scholarships. The local chapter 
winners should be named by Dec. 
31 and applications forwarded to 
the SCSSAR Eagle Scout Commit
tee Chairman by Jan. 15. The state 
scholarship winner is announced at 
the South Carolina annual meeting. 

For more information contact An
drew “Andy” J. Beall, SCSSAR Eagle 
Scout Recognition Committee Chair, 
Life Member National Eagle Scout 
Association, email: ajb0756@yahoo.
com.

Grateful to almighty God for the blessing which, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, he has conferred upon 
my beloved country, in her emancipation, and upon my-
self, in permitting me, under circumstances of mercy, to 
live to the age of 89 years and to survive the fiftieth year 
of American Independence and certifying by my present 
signature my approbation of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence adopted by Congress on the fourth day of July, in 
the year of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred and 
seventy six, which I originally subscribed on the second 
day of August of the same year, and of which I am now 
the last surviving signor -

I do hereby recommend to the present and future gen-
erations the principles of that important document as the 
best earthly inheritance their ancestors could bequeath to 
them, and pray that the civil and religious liberties they 
have secured to my country may be perpetuated to the re-
motest posterity and extended to the whole family of man.

Charles Carroll, of Carrollton
Baltimore, Aug. 2, 1826

Francis Marion Symposium
MANNING — The ninth annual Francis Marion Symposium 

will take place Oct. 14-15. The theme is “Explore the Southern 
Campaign with General Francis Marion” and commemorates the 
230th anniversary of the South Carolina campaigns led by Gen. 
Marion (The Swamp Fox) and other Revolutionary War heroes.  

The Swamp Fox Murals Society will host the two-day gather-
ing. Historical presentations and discussions take place Friday 
afternoon and Saturday morning and afternoon, plus a recep-
tion dinner will be served Friday evening and an “Evening in 
History” dinner theater will take place Saturday.

Some presentations are Land Genealogy: Colonial Maps and 
Plats Along the Santee River; British Intentions Thwarted; Early 
Colonial and Revolutionary Churches in South Carolina; Marion 
and Georgetown; Major Thomas Young remembers William Do-
biein James and Marion at Fort Motte; Marion and Isaac Hayne; 
Marion and Parker’s Ferry; and Joe Stukes as Charles Cotes-
worth Pinckney and more. 

The site for the Symposium is the DuBose Campus, CCT 
College, US 521, Manning, just off I-95 (Exit 122) on U.S. 521. 
Sign-in will be at 2 p.m., Friday, Oct. 14, and the registration fee 
includes all lectures and discussions, the reception dinner, cof-
fee and breakfast snacks and lunch on Saturday and the Eve-
ning in History dinner finale.  

See draft agenda at www.francismarionsymposium.com.
Lectures, reception and dinner, lunch and dinner theater.

Price: $95 ($175 per couple). Early bird $90 per person or $165 
per couple by Sept. 22. Registration closes Oct. 3.

Swamp Fox Murals Trail Society
P.O. Box 667
Manning, SC 29102
803-478-2645

No people ought to feel greater obligations to celebrate 
the goodness of the Great Disposer of Events of the Des-
tiny of Nations than the people of the United States. 

His kind providence originally conducted them to one 
of the best portions of the dwelling place allotted for the 
great family of the human race. 

He protected and cherished them under all the difficulties 
and trials to which they were exposed in their early days. 

Under His fostering care their habits, their sentiments, 
and their pursuits prepared them for a transition in due 
time to a state of independence and self-government. 

In the arduous struggle by which it was attained they 
were distinguished by multiplied tokens of His benign in-
terposition. 

During the interval which succeeded He reared them 
into the strength and endowed them with the resources 
which have enabled them to assert their national rights, 
and to enhance their national character in another ardu-
ous conflict, which is now so happily terminated by a 
peace and reconciliation with those who have been our 
enemies.

President James Madison
Thanksgiving Proclamation, March 4, 1815
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LANCASTER — The State Society marks the 231st anniversary of Buford’s Massacre 
with a memorial service May 28. Left photo (from left) : Hal and David Johnson and Dan 
Woodruff, [Photos by Sheila Johnson].  

SC Society marks 231st anniversary of Buford’s Massacre

By Jody Henson
Vice President
Gov. Paul Hamilton Chapter 

RIDGELAND — Beaufort’s Gov. 
Paul Hamilton Chapter cosponsored 
a pilgrimage July 2 with the Dr. 
George Mosse Chapter to the tomb of 
Thomas Heyward Jr., a Lowcountry 
signer of the Declaration of Indepen
dence. 

The tomb is noted by a South Car
olina Historical Marker on Hwy. 462 
near Ridgeland. Chapter President 
Wayne Cousar began the event by 
having the Hilton Head Island High 
School NJROTC Color Guard post 
the colors, followed by chapter mem
ber Dr. Alton Fanning playing the 
Star Spangled Banner on his trumpet 
while the 40plus attendees sang. 

The invocation was then given by 
Charles Aimar, chapter member and 
president of the Heritage Society of 
Beaufort. 

Cousar recognized guests, past 
South Carolina State SAR Presidents 

Capt. Dean Cullison of the Gov. Paul 
Hamilton Chapter; Douglas Doster of 
the Battle of Eutaw Springs Chapter; 
and Paul Grier, Dr. George Mosse 
Chapter. 

Nancy Crowther, Regent, Thomas 
Heyward Jr. Chapter DAR Beaufort; 
Andrea Helfrich, Regent, and Mary 
Ann Compher, Past Regent, Capt. 
William Hilton Chapter DAR Hilton 
Head Island; Betty Neuman, Reg
istrar, Emily Geiger Chapter DAR 
Bluffton; and Anita Henson, Presi
dent, Dr. Henry Woodward Chapter 
Colonial Dames XVII Century Beau
fort. 

The guest speaker was Anne 
Heyward, sixth generation descen
dant, and Historian of the Thomas 
Heyward, Jr. DAR Chapter, who ad
dressed the many accomplishments 
of her fourth greatgrandfather 
Thomas Heyward Jr., one of the ar
ea’s earliest English settlers. 

Heyward was one of four men 
from South Carolina to sign the Dec
laration of Independence in 1776. 

Hamilton, Mosse chapters make pilgrimage to Heyward tomb

Color Guard and Dr. Alton Fanning. [Photo by Jody Henson]

Gov. Paul Hamilton Chapter members (from left) Tom Mikell, Carroll Crowther, Frank 
Wood, Andy Beall, President Wayne Cousar, Alton Fanning, Vice President Jody Henson, 
Claude Dinkins, Dean Cullison, Charles Aimar and Secretary Michael Keyserling. [Photo 
by Anita Henson]

Terry Block, president of the Dr. George 
Mosse Chapter. [Photo by Jody Henson]

Heyward was wounded during the 
Battle of Port Royal Feb. 3, 1779 near 
Grays Hill on the 
outskirts of Beau
fort. 

Heyward and 
fellow South Caro
linian Edward Rut
ledge were members 
of the Charleston 
Battalion of Artil
lery during that vic
tory for the Colo
nists. 

Three wreaths 
were placed near 
the tomb of Hey
ward in honor of his 
contributions to the 
new nation. 

The Gov. Paul 
Hamilton Chap
ter wreath was 
placed by Hannah 
Schmucker of the Hilton Head Island 
Society of the Children of the Ameri
can Revolution. 

Terry Block placed the second 
wreath as president of the Dr. George 
Mosse Chapter of Hilton Head Is
land. 

A final wreath was placed by 
Douglas Doster, vice president of the 

Midlands for the 
South Carolina 
Society, as a rep
resentative of his 
Battle of Eutaw 
Springs Chapter 
SAR.

In closing, Dr. 
Alton Fanning 
played “America” 
and “America the 
Beautiful” while 
the audience 
sang.

The SAR Re
cessional was 
read by past State 
SAR President 
Capt. Dean Cul
lison.

Later in the 
day a wreath was 

also placed on the bust of Thomas 
Heyward Jr. at the Henry Chamber 
Waterfront Park in Beaufort by Nan
cy Crowther, Regent of the Thomas 
Heyward Jr. Chapter DAR, and Car
roll Crowther, registrar of the Gov. 
Paul Hamilton Chapter .
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on the battle between the Patriots 
within Fort Sullivan, guarding the 
entrance to Charleston Harbor, and 
the British fleet. 

Among the speeches, few words 
were spoken of the hard fought land 
battles on the north end of the island. 
Indeed, if the British land forces had 
been able to take the north end of 
Sullivan’s Island, it would have been 
but a short march to the almost de
fenseless rear of Fort Sullivan — al
most a certain elimination of Patriot 
harbor defenses.

With the opening and dedication 

Sign at entrance to the park.

Getting the banner right in the beach wind 
are Compatriots Chris Wells (left) and Ned 
Montgomery.

Reenactors representing Col. Danger Thomson’s own from the Orangeburgh District. 
[Photos by Bill Prewitt]

Past Chapter Presidents of the Moultrie 
Chapter flank the Chapter wreath placed 
in honor of the men who fought. The DAR, 
Cincinnati and Col. Lemuel Benton Chap-
ter also provided wreaths. From left: Bill 
Prewitt, Vic Brandt (also a past state presi-
dent), Jerry Sifford (also a past state presi-
dent), John Ramsey, Rob Mikell, Lonnie 
Mixson and Dr. Mike Hull.

David Reuwer brings Col. William “Danger” Thomson to life.

Artillerymen and a soldier from Thomson’s 
own with the inscribed hat: Liberty or 
Death.

Mayor Carl Smith (left), registrar of the 
Moultrie Chapter, and President John 
Ramsey. Smith accepted Thomson Park 
for the Town of Sullivan’s Island. The town 
will provide perpetual maintenance.

Sullivan’s Island
Continued from page 1

of the Thomson Revolutionary War 
Park at Breach Inlet, the deeds and 
hardships endured by those early Pa
triots in the other battle on Carolina 
Day are now being recognized by 
historians, educators and the public 
alike.

The exhibits and information on 
the battle can be viewed at Thomson
park.org, where you can explore de
tails of the battle, its participants and 
learn about the contributors who 
helped make the park a reality.

The Town of Sullivan’s Island au
thorized the creation of the park, and 
Mayor Carl Smith, a member of the 
Moultrie Chapter, accepted Thom
son Park as a gift to the Town from 
the citizens who created it.

Greenville honors Nathanael Greene

COUNTY PROCLAMATION — Greenville County Councilman and Compatriot Fred 
Payne (right) reads proclamation Aug. 16 honoring Gen. Nathanael Greene. Below: mem-
bers of the Col. Robert Anderson Chapter at Nathanael Greene statue Aug. 6. [Photos by 
Thomas C. Hanson and Janet Norris]
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Robert Anderson Chapter conducts Memorial Day event
GREENVILLE — The Col. Robert Anderson Chapter conducted a Memorial 

Day service May 29 at Woodlawn Cemetery. Charlie Porter, past state president, 
was master of ceremonies. Chapter President Dan Woodruff brought greetings 
from the chapter, the chapter color guard presented the Colors, and the chapter 
gave an award to Lt. Col. Thomas Gillerand.

Charlie Porter (left) and Tom Weidner Chapter President Dan Woodruff

WREATH-LAYING CEREMONY — From left: Dorothy Ricks Lind, State Vice Regent SC 
DAR; Dan Woodruff, President of Col. Robert Anderson Chapter; J.D. Norris, State His-
torian SCSSAR; Betty Scott Elliott, Regent Nathanael Greene Chapter DAR; Jeannine 
Preston, Reedy River Falls Chapter 17th Century Colonial Dames; and Cynthia Preston 
Schillizzi, Piedmont Chapter Daughters of American Colonists.

Chip Howard
General Manager

Woodlawn Cemetery

Steve Loftis
Greenville County Sheriff

Courtney Arnold 
Singer

Lt. Col. Thomas Gillerand, head of the Mili-
tary Science Department at Furman Uni-
versity (center) is honored by Dan Woodruff 
(left), president of the Col. Robert Ander-
son Chapter, and Charlie Porter, former
SCSSAR president.

Col. Robert Anderson Color Guard (from 
left): Dan Woodruff, Hal Johnson, William 
Ouvry and J.D. Norris.

David Johnson 
State Chaplain

Seven Patriot graves marked in Union County

The SCSSAR marks seven Patriot graves in Union County Aug. 27. [Photos by John Smith]
Speaker Dr. Tony Zeiss Mark Anthony and Sagen Blackwell Past Vice President General Sam Powell Past President Rev. Ted Morton Jr.
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This article originally appeared in 
the Berkeley Independent of Moncks 
Corner.

MONCKS CORNER — A valu
able scrapbook has been donated to 
the South Carolina Daughters of the 
American Revolution, thanks to the 
expert eye of a St. Stephen woman. 

The scrapbook was among many 
items for sale at an auction in Dar
lington when antiques dealer Libba 
Carroll of the Rachel’s at Main store 
in St. Stephen spotted it. In her busi
ness she finds items like this often, 
and Carroll recognized its value. 

The scrapbook is full of newspa
per clippings, photos and program 
pamphlets of the South Carolina 
Daughters of the American Revolu
tion (DAR) from 1936 to 1937. 

The woman who made the scrap
book was Grace Marshall (Mrs. John 
Logan Marshall). 

In 1937 Grace Marshall served as 
South Carolina DAR State Regent. 
In 1947 she was elected to be Presi
dent General of the DAR but died of 
a heart attack at the National DAR 
Convention. 

After buying the scrapbook, Car
roll donated the treasure to her friend 
Kitty Mescher of the local DAR, Gen

eral Marion’s Brigade (GMB) Chap
ter of Moncks Corner. 

The chapter decided that it should 
be placed somewhere accessible to 
members of the SCDAR. Cathi Lee, 
Regent of GMB, photographed each 
page and put the images onto a 
disk. She contacted Penny Renwick,  
SCDAR State Historian, and gave her 
the disk at the 2011 SC State Confer
ence in Columbia March 25. 

Family heirloom scrapbook discovered

From left: Kitty Mescher, Carroll Crowther and Cathi Lee of General Marion’s 
Brigade Chapter of the DAR in Moncks Corner. [Photo courtesy Berkeley Inde-
pendent]

Renwick announced at one of the 
meetings of the conference that a 1937 
scrapbook of a former SC State Re
gent, “Mrs. John Logan Marshall,” had 
been found. In the audience at that 
announcement was Nancy Crowther, 
Regent of Thomas Heyward Jr. Chap
ter of Beaufort and wife of Carroll 
Crowther. Crowther is the grandson 
of Mrs. John Logan Marshall. 

He was in Columbia at the time 

PATRIOT VICTORY — The SCSSAR marked the 231st anniversary 
of the Battle of Musgrove Mill Aug. 20. During the Aug. 19, 1780 
battle, 200 Patriot militia defeated a combined force of about 300 
Loyalist militia and 200 provincial regulars. Top left photo: State 
President Mark Anthony gives the keynote address. Above: Color 
Guard. Left: Mark Anthony awards Caleb Griffith, winner of the Na-
tional Poster Contest, and Micah Griffith (left), winner of the state 
contest last year. [Photos by Janet Norris]

and received a phone call from his 
wife about the existence of the scrap
book. A meeting was arranged be
tween Nancy and Carroll Crowther, 
Penny Renwick and Cathi Lee, and 
it was decided that the scrapbook 
would be given to Crowther. The 
Crowthers have decided to place the 
scrapbook at Tamassee DAR School 
because so many articles in the 
scrapbook pertain to Tamassee. 

The main gates to the school are 
named for Grace Marshall. 

What was lost is now found. 
Grace Marshall’s daughter, Betty 

Marshall Crowther, age 95, is still 
alive and is a member of the Thomas 
Heyward Jr. Chapter of the SCDAR. 
She served as a SCDAR Page in 1937 
and is mentioned and pictured in the 
scrapbook. Carroll Crowther is Betty 
Crowther’s son. On May 4 he came to 
Goose Creek and met Cathi Lee and 
Kitty Mescher at Goose Creek City 
Hall to receive the scrapbook. 

It was a great reunion with a fam
ily heirloom. Carroll Crowther is an 
engineer heavily involved in securing 
the foundation of the Morris Island 
Lighthouse. 

For more information about the 
scrapbook or the DAR contact Gen
eralMarionsBrigade@gmail.com. 

231st anniversary of Musgrove Mill 2011-2012 
State Meetings

The schedule below also includes 
the known dates of the meetings of the 
Executive Committee, National So-
ciety SAR and related DAR and CAR 
meetings. All chapters are reminded 
and asked to refrain from scheduling 
meetings or events on these dates.  

2011 Meetings
Sept. 30 - Oct. 2: NSSAR Fall 

Leadership Meeting, Louisville, Ky.
Oct. 6: SC Society Executive Com-

mittee, Gaffney, S.C.
Oct. 6: South Atlantic District Meet-

ing, Gaffney — 4 p.m.
Oct. 15: SC Society Board of Gov-

ernors Meeting, Columbia — 10 a.m.

2012 Meetings
Jan. 13: SC Society Executive 

Committee, Gaffney, S.C.
Jan. 13: South Atlantic District, 

Gaffney, S.C.
Jan. 21: SC Society Board of Gov-

ernors, Columbia, S.C.
Feb. 4: South Atlantic District An-

nual Meeting, Duluth, Ga.
March 10: SC Society Executive 

Committee, Columbia, S.C.
March 23-25: NSSAR Spring Lead-

ership Meeting, Louisville, Ky.
April 13-14: SC Society Annual 

State Meeting, Columbia, S.C. 
July 7-11: NSSAR Annual Con-

gress, Phoenix, Ariz.
July 21: SC Society Board of Gov-

ernors, Columbia, S.C. 

The early history of our country was written by men 
who valued the freedom of religion and who had in com-
mon a deep faith in God. I believe it is no accident of his-
tory, no coincidence that this Nation, which declared its 
dependence on God even while declaring its independence 
from foreign domination, has become the most richly 
blessed nation in the history of mankind and the world. 
For it is as true today as it was in the Old Testament times 
that “blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord.” Presi-
dent Gerald Ford, 1976.
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Summary of business conducted  
at the July Board of Governors meeting

By Dan Woodruff
SC Society Secretary

COLUMBIA—The July 23 meet
ing was called to order by President 
Mark Anthony at 10:15 a.m.

Opening Ritual:
Invocation — David Johnson
Pledge to the American Flag — 

Norm Pigeon
Pledge to the South Carolina 

Flag — Redding I. “Rick” Corbett III
Pledge to the SAR Flag — Dan 

Woodruff
Roll Call — Secretary, Dan Wood

ruff — after roll call declared we had 
met quorum.

Review of Published Report 
Package:

Chapter Reports:
Battle of Eutaw Springs — Doug 

Doster discussed the Musgrove Mill 
event and Summer Social at his 
home Saturday, Aug. 20. 

Col. William Bratton — Greg 
Greenawalt amended his report to 
say 19 members instead of 16.

Col. Lemuel Benton — Added 
one more member.

Gen. Andrew Pickens — Mark 
Anthony reported that the chapter 
is under revitalization efforts and is 
currently working with members of 
the Col. Robert Anderson Chapter.

Gov. Paul Hamilton — Carroll 
Crowther reported they added one 
more member.

All other Chapter Reports were 
accepted as submitted.

Committee Reports:
2014 Congress — Mark Anthony 

reported that this Congress had the 
largest South Carolina contingent 
ever with 10 Compatriots attending.

Americanism — Mark Anthony is 
pleased with results so far this year 
and will review during the training 
session.

CAR/DAR — Ted Morton report
ed he is working on fence mending 
with the DAR. An SAR/DAR/CAR 
Membership and Information Table 
at Pioneer Day (Sept. 10). 

The CAR was to conduct its Fall 
Forum Aug. 25 to 27. 

Rumbaugh — Redding I. “Rick” 
Corbett III reported that in the South 
Atlantic District (SAD), South Caro
lina is the only state without a can
didate this year. SAD had the winner 
this Congress in the North Carolina 
candidate.

Colonial Ball — Greg Ohanesian 
asks that we please present a debu
tante. A niece, granddaughter or 
friend as a debutante is encouraged. 
SAD Vice President General Charlie 
Newcomer will present his niece.

All other Committee Reports were 
accepted as submitted.

Still Looking  
for Patriot Graves

The Graves and Historic Sites com-
mittee is looking for photos and loca-
tions (with GPS coordinates) of Pa-
triot Graves in South Carolina. Please 
send any such information to Carroll 
Crowther at ccrowther@islc.net

State Officer Reports: 
Treasurer — Greg Ohanesian 

expressed his gratitude for the Dis
tinguished Service Medal he re
ceived at the Annual Meeting. The  
SCSSAR has $14,793.37 in the oper
ating funds.

Midlands Area Vice President 
— Doug Doster reminded everyone 
of the Battle of Eutaw Springs event 
and social Aug. 20. 

All other Officer Reports were ac
cepted as submitted.

Old Business:
Francis Marion Statue in John-

sonville — Doug Doster spoke on 
the completion and storage of the 
statue at the G.E. Plant in Sum
merville. The land is being prepared 
and statue placement is in progress. 
Funding of $30,000 is still needed 
for the completion of the land and 
park. Please contact Doug Doster 
with your contributions. A tentative 
date for unveiling is Veterans Day 
pending funding. 

Mark Anthony recommended the 
committee apply to the National So
ciety’s George Washington Endow
ment Fund for a possible $1,000 do
nation. 

Revolutionary Park in Myrtle 
Beach — Mark Anthony reminded 
the Board of Governors of the park.

World War II Corps — Then
President General David Sympson 
has asked the State Societies to ap
point an adjutant to identify all 
World War II veterans in each state. 
We are asked to get the name and 
branch of service of each World War 
II veteran and submit it to the State 
Secretary for compilation. 

Ladies Auxiliary — Greg Oha
nesian pointed out that a vote to 
recognize the SCSSAR Ladies Aux
iliary was made and passed during 
the April Board of Governors Meet
ing. He motioned to amend the April 
minutes to reflect that vote. The mo
tion passed. 

April Minutes — A motion to ap
prove the April minutes as amend
ed above was made, seconded and 
passed unanimously. 

New Business:
2012 Annual State Meeting Lo-

cation Vote — President Mark An
thony reported that the Executive 
Committee recommends the Embas
sy Suites Hotel for our 2012 SCSSAR 

Annual Meeting. He presented the 
proposals made by The Clarion Ho
tel and the Embassy Suites Hotel and 
held open discussion on a change in 
format of banquet. Carroll Crowther 
asked about possible conflict with 
the Carolina Cup. President Anthony 
said that a conflict is not known but 
it is not possible to avoid conflicts 
with all events. A motion to use the 
Embassy Suites was made, seconded 
and approved unanimously.

Report on National Congress 
— President Mark Anthony report
ed that the North Carolina Society 
held a successful congress. He told 
of the Bethabara/Old Salem tour. He 
discussed how well the Rumbaugh 
Oration Contest was received and 
the tough competition this year. He 
also reported on the National Bylaws 
change that requires all trustees to be 
elected, including the Past Presidents 
General and Executive Committee 
appointees.

New National Officers:
Our new South Atlantic District 

Vice President General is Charlie 
Newcomer from Georgia.

The SCSSAR National Trustee is 
Rev. Ted Morton.

Compatriot Morton reported on 
a brief organizational meeting and 
regular business to be held at the Fall 
Leadership meetings.

Our 2012 National Congress will 
be held in Phoenix, Arizona.

The 2013 Congress will be held in 
Kansas City, Missouri.

The 2014 Congress will be held in 
Greenville, South Carolina.

Presentation of Awards:
The Liberty Medal Award was 

presented to John Smith, Redding I. 
“Rick” Corbett III and Ron Horton.

The Col. William Bratton Chapter 
received the Partners in Patriotism 
Award. To receive this award send 
documentation to National head
quarters. 

The State Officers Award was 
presented to the SC Society. 

The Admiral Furlong award — 
star for steamer was presented.

Grahame T. Smallwood Award 
— Honorable Mention was presented 
to the SC Society for best publication 
— $100 check was given to the state 
treasurer to place in the general fund.

Allene Wilson Groves Award 
was given to the SCSSAR for the 
highest Americanism score for the 
State Society with 500 to 999 mem
bers.

EMS National winner for 2011 
is William F. “Bill” Minikiewicz from 
Calhoun County, South Carolina, 
and is the submission from the Battle 
of Eutaw Springs Chapter.

Poster Contest — Blue Ribbon 
Winner was submitted by the James 

Williams Chapter — Caleb Griffith, 
artist fifth grade.

The president held open discus
sion on possible events to be held at 
our 2014 congress. 

Carroll Crowther discussed ap
proval of new applications at the 
state level and asked how vetting is 
being done at the state level. He does 
not want to accept New Members 
from the State Society without prior 
vetting by the chapter. Mark Antho
ny held open discussion on methods 
of vetting members. He appointed a 
committee consisting of John Smith, 
as chair, and Carroll Crowther and 
Dan Woodruff as members to make 
a recommendation to the Board 
of Governors at our next quarterly 
meeting.

State Secretary Dan Woodruff 
passed out a list of upcoming events, 
and the board reviewed the list.

The SCSSAR needs a volunteer to 
attend the CAR event in Litchfield.

The Board discussed the use of 
the new granite SAR Markers instead 
of the bronze lugs that get stolen.

November Revolutionary War 
Round Table was discussed by Bill 
Vartorella.

Mark Anthony passed out flag cer
tificates to chapter representatives 
for chapter use.

Recess for lunch at 12:03 p.m.
Chaplain David Johnson gave the 

blessing.
Past Presidents Council breakout 

lunch — no comment from the coun
cil was given.

Called to order at 12:45 p.m.

Training Session I — Eagle 
Scout Program given by Andy Beall

Training Session II — Chapter 
President Forum with chapter presi
dents offering thoughts on how to 
engage the members. 

Closing Ritual 
Adjourned at 1:58 p.m.
Benediction — State Chaplain 

David Johnson
SAR Recessional

SCSSAR members who wish to re-
ceive The Palmetto Patriot by e-mail 
instead of the print edition, please 
e-mail President Mark Anthony at 
mark.c.anthony@suntrust.com and say 
that you would like to receive the news-
paper by e-mail. 

Members who want to continue to 
receive the hardcopy edition do not 
need to do anything. Past issues of 
The Palmetto Patriot are available on 
the SC Society website www.scssar.
org.

Palmetto Patriot  
available by e-mail
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20th Colonial Ball set for Dec. 17 in Charleston

Application for Colonial Ball Presentation

Full Name of Debutante                   Name called

Address

Debutante CAR or DAR Number(s) and Chapter (if applicable)

Parents Full Name, Address and Telephone Number

Parents SAR/DAR Numbers and Chapter(s)

Grandparents Full Name and Address

Grandparents SAR/DAR Number(s) and Chapter(s) if applicable

Birth Date of Debutante

Schools attended or presently attending                                   Present Grade Level

Name and Unit of Revolutionary Ancestor (only one needed)

Full Name and Relationship of Gentleman Who Will Present Debutante

Full Name of Escort and Address

Name, Address and Telephone Number of Person Submitting This Information

Please submit a non-refundable $50 application fee along with a recent photo to Greg 
Ohanesian, Colonial Ball Chairman, P.O. Box 1373, Bennettsville, SC 29512-1373.

I certify that the information above is true, except to the names of the Presenter and Escort, 
which may change.

Signature of Debutante, Parent, Grandparent or responsible adult submitting this information 
on behalf of debutante.

By Greg Ohanesian

CHARLESTON — The South Car
olina Society Sons of the American 
Revolution will hold its 20th Colo
nial Ball with Debutante Presenta
tion, Saturday, Dec. 17, at Charles
ton Place Hotel, 205 Meeting St., in 
Charleston.

Members of the Sons of the Amer
ican Revolution and Daughters of 
the American Revolution are invited 
to sponsor their daughters, grand
daughters and nieces at the Colonial 
Ball. To be presented, a young lady 
must be single, at least 17 years old 
at the time of the ball, and be a lin
eal descendant of a Patriot proven 
through the SAR, DAR or CAR.

The total Debutante fee is $950,  
which includes the application fee of 
$50 and the presentation fee of $900 
and must be paid in full by Nov. 4. 

Those interested in sponsoring a 
debutante should contact Greg Oha
nesian, SAR Colonial Ball Chairman, 

P.O. Box 1373, Bennettsville, S.C. 
295121373. After Sept. 1, no part of 
the presentation fee or application 
fee will be refundable. 

The presentation fee includes din
ner and dance for the debutante and 
her escort, flowers and a gift for the 
debutante as well as the reception 
dinner for the debutante. Questions 
regarding information, the applica
tion form or the ball should be direct
ed to Greg Ohanesian, Colonial Ball 
Chairman, P.O. Box 1373, Bennetts
ville, S.C. 295121373 (8434797193). 
Completed applications with all fees 
must be received by Friday, Nov. 4.

The debutante should choose her 
own escort and presenter. If assis
tance with a presenter or escort is 
required, please notify Greg Ohane
sian. Pictures, dress and hotel reser
vations will be the responsibility of 
the sponsor. 

Hotel reservations may be made 
by contacting Charleston Place 
(18008323490 or by email at  

The SCSSAR Debutante Colonial 
Ball will be held Saturday, Dec. 17, 
from 7 p.m. until midnight at the 
Charleston Place Hotel at 205 Meet
ing St. in Charleston.

The receiving line and seating for 
dinner will commence at 6:15 p.m. 
The program of Presentation of Deb
utantes will begin promptly at 7 p.m. 
A formal dinner will be accompanied 
with wine. A cash bar will be avail

able from 7:45 p.m. Live music will 
be provided by the Swing Set Band. 
The cost is $87 per person. 

Dress for the ball is formal gown, 
white tie, black tie, or tartan, and 
white tie for program participants 
(presenters, escorts). The hotel has 
an adjacent covered parking garage.

A reception dinner (seating limit

Colonial Ball Information

Debutante Reception and Colonial Ball

Name

Street Address

City, State, Zip Code

Telephone Number

* Debutante Reception (Friday, Dec. 16)
Enclosed is my check for $38 per person:

          $
No. of Reservations

Names of attendees and choice of entree

* Colonial Ball (Saturday, Dec. 17)
Enclosed is my check for reservations at $87 per person

          $
No. of Reservations
Names for Ball Seating

       SAR Member

       DAR Member

       Guest of                                     Debutante

       Guest of                                     SAR Member

Please mail to Greg Ohanesian, Colonial Ball Chairman, P.O. Box 1373, 
Bennettsville, SC 29512-1373.

groupres@charlestonplace.com) and 
indicating that you (and your party) 
will be attending the SCSSAR Colo
nial Ball in order to qualify for a spe
cial rate of $159 per night for a de
luxe room (double occupancy). The 
special rate will apply if reservations 
are made by Dec. 2. A reception din
ner Friday evening, Dec. 16, will hon
or the debutantes, so you may wish 
to make reservations for Friday and 
Saturday nights, Dec. 16 and 17.

The ball is a formal affair. Debu
tantes will wear long white gowns 
(with straps, at least one half inch 

wide — no strapless gowns) and long 
white gloves (either cotton or kid). 
All other ladies will wear evening at
tire of any color other than white. 
Escorts, presenters and others tak
ing part in the program will be at
tired in white tie (black shoes, black 
pants and tailcoat, white vest, white 
shirt with wing collar, white tie and 
gloves). Other men will wear either 
white tie, tuxedo black tie or tartan.

All SARs, SRs, DARs, CARs and 
their guests are invited to attend this 
elegant affair during the Christmas 
season in Old Charleston.

See Colonial Ball, page 16
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Gray Court, S.C.

Clemson, S.C.

Elizabethton, Tenn.

Travelers Rest, S.C.

Louisville, Ky.

Gaffney, S.C.

Gaffney, S.C.
Gaffney, S.C.

Blacksburg, S.C.

Savannah, Ga.

Columbia, S.C.

Simpsonville, S.C.

Charleston, S.C.

Gaffney, S.C.

Gaffney, S.C.
Gaffney, S.C.

Spartanburg, S.C.
Chesnee, S.C.

Columbia, S.C.

Charlotte, N.C.

Washington, Ga.

Columbia, S.C.

Louisville, Ky.

Greensboro, N.C.

Columbia, S.C.

Sept. 10 Pioneer Days 
10 a.m.

Sept. 11  Gen. Andrew Pickens Birthday
2 p.m.

Sept 17 Gathering at Sycamore Shoals 
10 a.m.

Sept. 24 Jessie Pettypool Marker Dedication 
10 a.m.

Sept. 29 -  NSSAR Fall Leadership Meeting  
Oct. 1  

Oct. 6  South Atlantic District Meeting  
5 p.m. 
6 p.m.  Kings Mountain Reception  
7 p.m.  S.C. Society Executive Committee 

Oct. 7  231st Anniversary Kings Mountain 
10 a.m.  

Oct. 9  Siege of Savannah   
  

Oct. 15 SC Society Board of Governors 
10 a.m. 

Dec. 3 Great Cane Brake Anniversary
10 a.m.   

Dec. 17 S.C. Society Colonial Ball
7 p.m.     

Jan. 13 South Atlantic District Meeting
5 p.m.
6 p.m.  Cowpens Reception   
7 p.m.  SC Society Executive Committee
Jan. 14
10 a.m. Daniel Morgan Statue Ceremony 
2 p.m.  Cowpens Anniversary   
 
Jan. 21 S.C. Society Board of Governors
10 a.m.
  
Jan. 28 Cowan’s Ford Anniversary
10 a.m.   

Feb. 11 Kettle Creek Anniversary
10 a.m.    

March 3 S.C. Society Executive Committee
11 a.m. 

March 8-11 NSSAR Spring Leadership

March 17 Guilford Courthouse Anniversary
10 a.m.   
April 13-14 SC Society Annual Meeting 

Calendar of Events

*Chapters are requested to not schedule meetings or events on established 
State and National meeting dates.

*All event times and dates are subject to change. Please visit the SC Society 
website (www.scssar.org) for details.

By Mark C. Anthony
State President

COLUMBIA — The next meeting 
of the South Carolina Society Board 
of Governors will take place at Shan
don United Methodist Church, 3407 
Devine St. in Columbia, on Saturday, 
Oct. 15.  

The meeting will begin at 10 a.m. 
in Player Hall and should conclude 
between 2:30 p.m. and 3 p.m. Dough
nuts and coffee will be available 
before the meeting. Lunch will be 
catered by the church with the cost 
between $5 and $8.

Board of Governors meetings are 
open to all members of the SC Soci
ety with no restrictions on who can 
speak. Meetings typically consist of 
receiving chapter, committee and of
ficer reports during the first hour. The 
second hour is devoted to discussion 
of upcoming events and conducting 

Next meeting South Carolina 
Society Board of Governors

business, before recessing for lunch.
After the catered lunch, the So

ciety conducts training sessions and 
open discussion on topics of inter
est to the members of the Society. If 
you have a particular item of inter
est, please contact either State Secre
tary Dan Woodruff or State President 
Mark Anthony.   

Also, for you football fans, the Oct. 
15 meeting does not conflict with 
Furman, Clemson or the University 
of South Carolina game on that day 
since these teams are playing out of 
state (no such luck for fans of Wof
ford, Presbyterian and The Citadel, 
all of which have home games).  

This is a perfect opportunity for 
interested members to not only meet 
the leadership of the State Society 
but to also have a voice on the direc
tion of the State Society. Please con
sider attending this meeting if at all 
possible. 

We should always remember that the many remark-
able means and events by which our wants have been 
supplied, and our enemies repelled or restrained are such 
strong and striking proofs of the interposition of heav-
en. That our having been delivered from the threatened 
bondage of Britain aught, like the emancipation of the 
Jews from Egyptian servitude, be forever ascribed to its 
true cause. And instead of swelling our breasts with arro-
gant ideas of our power and importance, kindle in them 
a flame of gratitude and piety, which may consume all 
remains of vice and irreligion. Blessed be God! 

John Jay, First Chief Justice

ed to 60) in honor of debutantes will 
take place Friday, Dec. 16, at Olde 
Towne Grill and Seafood Restaurant 
(229 King St. — across the street from 
the Charleston Place Hotel). A three
course meal (soup, salad and entree) 
will be accompanied with wine. The 
reception dinner will begin at 7 p.m. 
and end at 9 p.m. The cost for the re
ception dinner is $38 per person for 
all except debutantes. 

Entree selections are limited to (1) 
Ribeye (R); (2) Super Steve’s Special 
(SSS) — platter of roasted chicken, 
sliced gyro, grilled pork tenderloin, 
shrimp, baked leg of lamb; (3) sau
teed shrimp and scallops (SS); and 
(4) grilled salmon (S). Please note on 
the reservation form the names of 
guests for the reception dinner and 
their choice of entree (R, SSS, SS or 
S.). Appropriate dress for the recep
tion dinner is semiformal (black tie 
optional).

Reservations for the debutante 

reception dinner Friday evening and 
Colonial Ball on Saturday evening 
must be received by Dec. 5 and may 
be made by completing the form on 
page 15 and returning it to Greg Oha
nesian (P.O. Box 1373, Bennettsville, 
S.C., 29512). 

Reservations for the ball received 
after Dec. 5 but by Dec. 12 may be 
made as noted above but by adding 
an additional cost of $20 per person. 
Reservations for the reception din
ner may be made by adding $10 to 
the original cost ($48) and will be 
accepted only if space is available. 
If you have any questions regarding 
reservations, you may call Greg Oha
nesian at 8434797193.

Whether you attend the Colonial 
Ball, your financial support is heart
ily solicited and donations will be 
listed in the program (Benefactors 
— $1,000 or more; Sponsors — $500 
or more; Patrons — $100 or more; 
Friends — less than $100). Net pro
ceeds go to the Society’s patriotic 
education programs.

(Continued from page 15)

Colonial Ball Information

And finally, I recommend that on the said day the duties of humiliation and 
prayer be accompanied by fervent thanksgiving to the Bestower of Every Good 
Gift, not only for His having hitherto protected and preserved the people of these 
United States in the independent enjoyment of their religious and civil freedom, 
but also for having prospered them in a wonderful progress of population, and 
for conferring on them many and great favors conducive to the happiness and 
prosperity of a nation.

Given under my hand and the seal of the United States of America, at Phila-
delphia, this 23d day of March, A. D. 1798, and of the Independence of the said 
States the twenty-second.             John Adams Thanksgiving proclamation. 
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By Mark C. Anthony
State President

At the July Board of Governors 
meeting, the topic came up during 
the Chapter Presidents Forum about 
membership and how to attract new 
and younger members.

As part of that discussion, I pre
sented some charts whereby I track 
membership data over the course of 
the year. The purpose of this article 
is to provide some of this statistical 
membership data on the SC Society. 
The format will be in the manner of 
frequently asked questions.

1) How many members are in 
the SC Society?

As of Aug. 1, 743 members were in 
the SC Society. This is a net growth 
of 55 men (7.99 percent) over Jan. 1.

2) What is “net growth”?
Year to date, 46 new members 

have been approved and 12 members 
have reinstated, offset by six deaths.

3) How does this compare to 
previous years?

Membership totals for the past 
four year ends are as follows:

As can be seen, membership at 
the end of the year has been rela
tively static over the past three years. 
However, the trend that is troubling 
is the decrease in the net growth fig
ure. When compared to the retention 
rate, the new members that are being 
inducted are essentially replacing the 
existing members who are dropping 
or resigning their memberships. 

  
4) Is there a specific time when 

the Society starts to lose mem-
bers?

This question can also be asked as 
such: What is the impact of “Certifi
cate Members”? These are the mem
bers who are commonly believed to 
just submit an application and then 
drop their membership after getting 
their membership material. 

Surprisingly, this does not seem 
to be the case. In reviewing the data 
mentioned above, the amount of 
drops each year related to new mem

Analysis of SC Society Membership 
bers only amounts to about 12.5 per
cent of the new members each year. 
In other words, the largest compo
nent of dropped members is mem
bers who have been members for a 
number of years.  

In terms of quantifying this, the 
first large drop in membership in 
the SC Society is between year three 
(currently 67 members) and year four 
(currently 38 members). The next 
largest break occurs between year 
11 (currently 25 members) and year 
12 (currently five members). Similar 
breaks are seen between years 21 and 
22; years 26 and 27; and years 29 and 
30.

These trends are also seen in oth
er state societies and are attributed 
to (1) not engaging new members, (2) 
members losing interest after a peri
od of time once they have either pro
gressed through chapter/state offices,  
or (3) members getting tired of doing 
the same tasks because new leaders 
are not stepping up.  

5) How does the membership 
break down by age?

The youngest member of the SC 
Society is 5 years old, while two 

members are 99 years old. The av
erage age of the SC Society is 62.81 
years as of July 31.

Two members have only been 
members since July 15, while the 
longest membership is 65 years. The 
average tenure is 13.11 years. 

Following are a number of 
classes of members:

National Life Members — 76
State Life Members — 73 (one of 

whom’s primary state membership is 
in Indiana)

National Emeritus Members 
— 12 (nine of whom are State Life 
Members)

These are members who have 
paid at least 50 years worth of na
tional dues. One member will qualify 
this year for this status.

State Emeritus Members — 24 
(20 of whom are State Life Members) 

These are members who are at 
least 90 years of age.

Four members will become State 
Emeritus Members before year’s end. 

Junior Members — 10
Regular Members — 637

6) Is there a breakdown of 
membership by decade?

The membership of the SC Soci
ety breakdowns by decile is shown in 
the chart in the next column.

As a point of reference, 25 percent 
of 743 is 185.75.

The mode of the SC Society (that 
is the age that occurs most often) is 
64 years.

7) What are the largest and 
smallest chapters?

The largest chapter is the Major 
Gen. William Moultrie chapter with 
131 members (17.6 percent of the 
state membership), while the small
est is the Col. Joseph Kershaw chap
ter with nine members (0.01 per
cent). 

The second largest group in the 
society is the At Large membership, 
which totals 102 members (13.73 
percent).

8) What is the average chapter 
size?

The average chapter size is 41 
members. Twelve out of 17 chapters 
fall below this average. This counts 
the At Large group as if it were a 
chapter. 

9) How have the chapters grown 
this year?

Eleven chapters report net growth 
of at least one member yeartodate. 
The Major Gen. William Moultrie 
chapter has reported a net growth 

Year
Membership
High Membership
Membership
Net Growth
Retention Rate

2008
605 (1/1/08)

744
667 (12/31/08)

62
89.7 percent

2009
667 (1/1/09)

757
684 (12/31/09)

17
90.4 percent

2010
684 (1/1/10)

754
688 (12/31/10)

4
91.2 percent

2011
688 (1/1/11)
743 (8/1/11)

NA
NA
NA

1-10
11-20
21-30
31-40
41-50
51-60
61-70
71-80
81-90

91-100

3
12
31
37
86

120
171
173

95
15

743

0.4
1.6
4.2
4.9

11.6
16.2
23.0
23.3
12.8

2.0
100

Age Decile           No. of Members      Percent of Membership

of 19 members, which is the largest 
growth this year.  

One chapter has lost member
ship due to the death of a member 
and not having any new members or 
reinstatements. Two chapters have 
reported no growth and no losses. 
Three chapters report a net growth of 
0 with a death offsetting new mem
bers or reinstatements.   

With all these questions and data, 
the issue devolves into what can be 
done to not only increase member
ship, but also to retain the member
ship once inducted. This is the topic 
for another article.

Time is being 
made available 
at the quarterly 
Board of Gover
nors meetings to 
discuss this. 

Also, this can 
be a topic of the 
Regional Vice 
President plan
ning meetings 
that should oc
cur later in the 

year.
I am serving as chairman of the 

National Reconciliation & Reinstate
ment Committee that is studying 
this topic. Best Practices are being 
compiled and will be made available 
through workshops at the NSSAR’s 
Fall Leadership meeting and on this 
committee’s website (www.sar.org/
Committees/ReinstatementReten
tion).

Above all else, communication 
among chapter officers is important. 
Membership is first and foremost a 
chapter level activity. 

Merchandise Discount Program
The NSSAR is pleased to announce the continuation of the Medals & 

Awards Discount Program, which is designed to assist Chapters and State 
Societies in planning for the Spring awards season. In September, October 
and November, Merchandise Direct will offer a 10 percent discount on the 
following medals:

No. 0201 Bronze ROTC Medal
No. 0202 Silver ROTC Medal
No. 0220 Law Enforcement Medal
No. 0223 Miniature Law Enforcement Medal
No. 0225 Fire Safety Medal
No. 0227 Miniature Fire Safety Medal
No. 0228 EMS Medal
No. 0229 Miniature EMS Medal
The discount will apply only to sales and shipments in September, Octo-

ber and November. Please indicate the discounted price on your order.
During this sale period, 10 percent of each George Knight Essay Medal 

and Joseph S. Rumbaugh Medal purchased will be given to the appropriate 
Fund to support these programs.

Other items will be discounted at the Fall Leadership Meeting, including 
close-outs, seasonal and discontinued items.

Michael T. Scroggins
Director of Operations

The National Society of the
Sons of the American Revolution

If South Carolina chapters want to save on postage, they should contact 
State President Mark C. Anthony with order information by Sept. 23 and he 
will pick them up at the Fall Leadership Meeting.

SAR  
Applications

Please mail all new member 
and supplemental applications to 
Compatriot John T. Smith, State 
Registrar, 598 Sloan Rd., Lyman, 
SC 29365. Compatriot Smith can 
be reached by phone at 864-877-
9909 or by e-mail at smith702142@
bellsouth.net.
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The Center for Advancing America’s Heritage  
needs your support

By Mark Anthony 
State President

Following is a progress report of 
the SC Society’s continued support 
of The Center for Advancing Ameri
ca’s Heritage (CAAH).

At the 2008 National Congress, 
three benchmarks were established 
for the Capital Campaign:

1) Each state society will have at 
least 20 percent of its members be
come donors to the CAAH.

2) Each state society will meet 
an average gift of $250 per member 
within the state society.

3) 100 percent of the recognized 
SAR Societies will meet these bench
marks by Dec. 31, 2013. 

As of March 31, 2011, the South 
Carolina Society has met the first 
benchmark—a minimum of 20 
percent of members contributing.

Now the challenge for the soci
ety is to increase the donations per 
member figure so that the society can 
meet the $250 goal by Dec. 31, 2013.

As a reminder, the minimum do
nation needed for an individual to be 
credited for the participation bench
mark is $10 when the check is accom
panied with a completed donation 
form found on the CAAH website 
(www.sarfoundation.org/thecenter.
htm). A copy of the donation form is 
also included on page 19 of this issue 
of The Palmetto Patriot. The check 
and form must be mailed directly to 
the National Headquarters.  

If you decide to donate, please 
keep in mind the $250 per member 
benchmark (though any amount is 
welcomed), which is the next goal for 
the South Carolina Society. Please 
note that a $250 donation can be 
spread out over a fiveyear period 
with an annual pledge of $50 per 
year.

Special Challenge  
to the State Society and Chapters

The South Carolina Society ac
cepted a challenge made by the Vir
ginia Society at the 2010 Annual 
State Meeting where each chapter 
of the SC Society was challenged to 
consider making a onetime dona
tion of at least $100 in the name of 
the chapter to the CAAH. 

This donation could be made 
from either existing chapter funds or 
from a pass the hat appeal at a chap
ter meeting. Please note that this is 
not a required donation but a chal
lenge only and any donations made 
by a chapter since Oct. 1, 2009 will 
count toward the challenge. As part 
of the challenge, the South Carolina 
Society pledged a $500 donation 
from its general fund.  

The following chapters have re
sponded to this challenge:

Battle of Eutaw Springs: $1,000
Cambridge: $500
Col. Robert Anderson: $500
Col. Thomas Taylor: $500
Daniel Morgan: $200
Col. Lemuel Benton: $100
Dr. George Mosse: $100

$1,000 plus 
Mark C. Anthony
Paul L. Grier
A. Pierce Stockman Jr.
William B. Ten Eyck
Battle of Eutaw Springs Chapter**
SC Society SAR**

$500 - $999
Ladson A. Barnes Jr.
Eldon D. Bullington
J. Michael Farr
Earl W. McCrackin
Ted R. Morton Jr.
Lauritz R. Smitt
Cambridge Chapter**
Col. Thomas Taylor Chapter**

$250 - $499
Charles A. Augur
Gassiway H. Berry
Furman F. Cole
Atlee C.V. Compher II
Redding I. “Rick” Corbett III
Ernest L. Hatchell Jr.
Dean J. Hewitt Jr.
Edward P. King
Greg Ohanesian
Wayne B. Richey
Thomas E. Senf
Gilbert A. Smith
Evelyn P. Tollison**

$100 - $249
William T. Allgood
James C. Antisdel
Walter H. Arnold Jr.
Charles M. Ayers
Steven J. Brasington
Thomas W. Broadway
William R. Campbell
James R. Carroll
Warren W. Carothers
Donny C. Carson
Henry C. Chambers
Bob E. Childers
Victor L. Compton Sr.
C. Dean Cullison
Samuel P. Davis Sr.
Harvey M. Dick
George W. Dudley Jr.
Arthur B. Elliott III
Stephen F. Gates
Harold R. Gault Sr.
James H. Gressett Jr.
James T. Hammond

George B. Hartness
Paul W. Harvin
John B. Heaton
William B. Helene
Joseph B. Henson Jr.
Willard A. Hills
Rice R. Holcombe
Rickey L. Huffman
John P. Jennings
David J. Johnson
James M. Johnson
Frank Lachicotte IV
Buford S. Mabry Jr.
B. Scott McConnell
Robert C. McQuillan Sr.
Patrick A. McCabe
John N. McCarter Jr.
Capers W. McDonald
Robert E. McGlone
Frank O. Meade
Elias W. Nettles III
James D. Norris
A. Daniel Patten Jr.
William L. Perry
Joseph A. Preston
Nancy S. Pitts**
John L. Ramsey
Francis D. Rogers Jr.
James Rumph
John T. Smith
Robert P. Smith
Randolph D. Smoak
H. Leroy Stewart
Jack O. Sullivan Jr.
Edward R. Thomas IV
Max B. Trout
David C. Waters
Richard G. Watson Jr.
David H. Witt
Charles R. Wolfe
Daniel K. Woodruff
Ward C. Worthington Jr.
Col. Lemuel Benton Chapter**
Daniel Morgan Chapter**
Dr. George Mosse Chapter**

$1 - $99
Joe M. Alexander
Ronald D. Althoff
Richard G. Augur
Johnnie H. Beasley Jr.
O. Heyward Bellamy Jr.
Edward L. Benton
Jay D. Bilyeu

Scott E. Buchanan
Gorman L.D. Burnett
John T. Caskey
Andrew W. Chandler
Hopkins G. Charles
William J. Clement
Chester F. Cotter
H. Wayne Cousar
William H. Culley
Max A. Culp
Charles E. Davis Jr.
Fletcher C. Derrick Jr.
John W. Dixon
Douglas B. Doster
Henry L. DuRant
William Q.C. Flint
Julian H. Foster
George B. Goldsmith Jr.
Hudson S. Green
George K. Hodgkiss Jr.
Hugh C. Horry
Elder H. Jones Sr.
Nathan Kaminski Jr.
Joseph F. Kirby
Herbert D. Kliene
Robert H. Krause
W. Thomas Logan
Kenneth Love
John D. Magruder
James B. McGill
Hudnalle B. McLean Jr. 
Arthur C. Moss
Dr. Robert E.H. Peeples
Dallas L. Phelps
William C. Prewitt
Benjamin F. Sheftall
Ernest J. Sifford Jr.
Carl J. Smith
Jasper K. Smith
John R. Stillwagon Sr.
Wendell H. Tiller Sr.
James D. Trout Jr.
James Trowbridge
William F. Vartorella
Ronald E. Waldhour
Richard G. Watson Jr.
Dr. Ralph Welton
Howard H. Whitehurst
Gen. James Williams Chapter**
Gov. Paul Hamilton Chapter**
Greenville Chapter NSDAR**

**Not an individual member of the 
Sons of the American Revolution

July 28, 2008 
Sept. 30, 2008
Dec. 31, 2008
March 31, 2009
June 30, 2009
Oct. 15, 2009
Dec. 31, 2009
March 31, 2010
June 30, 2010
Sept. 30, 2010
Dec. 31, 2010
March 31, 2011
June 30, 2011

SCSSAR
Membership

Total 
Donors

Participation 
Rate

605
605
605
667
667
667
667
684
684
684
684
688
688

78
78
83
97 
97
99

103
118
131
132
135
143
151

12.9 percent
12.9 percent
13.7 percent
14.5 percent 
14.5 percent
14.8 percent
15.4 percent

17.25 percent
19.15 percent
19.30 percent
19.74 percent
20.78 percent
21.95 percent

Total Amount 
Donated

$10,200
$11,200
$11,960
$12,672 
$12,697
$12,822
$13,720
$18,195
$18,995
$19,645
$23,700
$25,225
$25,285

Donations 
Per Member

$16.86
$18.51
$19.77
$19.00 
$19.04
$19.22
$19.89
$26.60
$27.77
$28.72
$34.65
$36.66
$36.75

The following lists the compatriots who have donated to The Center for Advancing America’s Heri-
tage through June 30. Thank you for your support that has brought the SAR to this exciting moment 
in time. A special thank you to all compatriots who increased their donations and moved up in terms 
of donation category.
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This Statement of Pledge Commitment constitutes a declaration of intent.

Signature:                                                                                                                                   Date:

Sons of the American Revolution Foundation, Center for Advancing America’s Heritage: Campaign for New  
Generations, P.O. Box 1776, Louisville, Kentucky 40201-1776.

NEWBERRY — The City of New
berry approved the design and place
ment of a memorial for Patriots of 
the American Revolution. 

At the Aug. 9 City Council meet
ing, Compatriot Jim Livingston, who 
designed and designated the general 
placement of the memorial, made a 
presentation to Council. 

Livingston had presented the plan 
for approval to the City Architectural 
Review Board, the city planner and 
the city manager, before the presen
tation to the mayor and City Coun
cil members. He explained that the 
memorial was to honor all the mili
tia Patriots who served in the Ameri
can Revolution, and since the names 
were numerous, and ever increasing, 

Newberry approves Revolution monument
that it would be best that names be 
omitted.

The monument is to be placed be
tween the existing 1976  2076 Time 
Capsule and McKibben Street side
walk, centered in front of the capsule 
midway between the front of the cap
sule and McKibben, which gets an 
abundance of foot and vehicular traf
fic just out front the Newberry Opera 
House. 

It was explained that the monu
ment would be provided without 
cost to the City. The Newberry City 
Council unanimously approved the 
monument, and the City will make 
the installation with supervision of 
SAR representatives and expressed a 
desire for a dedication service. 

Livingston explained that several 
people from several counties would 
likely attend with representatives 
from the SAR and DAR. It is antici
pated that the monument would be 
in place for dedication no later than 
July 4, 2012.

The monument base of granite 
will be 28 x 16 x 6 inches topped with 
a bronze plate reading: 

HONORING
THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
MILITIA VOLUNTEERS
1775 1783

Financial contributors of the ap
proximately $1,600 and date of dedi
cation will be set in smaller letters. 

SC Society salutes  
longtime members

By Mark Anthony
The following members have 

reached membership anniversaries 
during the third quarter of 2011. 

Those members having anniver
saries in the fourth quarter of 2011 
will be recognized in the next issue.

55 years
Stanley C. Baker Jr., George W. 

Dudley Jr., James E. McDonald

45 years
Ladson A. Barnes Jr.

40 years
Gassiway H. Berry

20 years
David L. Churchill, Duke N. Stern

15 years
Thomas O. Sanders IV

10 years
Rufus B. Brown Jr., John McAli

ster Jr., Hudnalle B. McLean Jr., Ste
phen M. Rawson, Reed S. Salley Jr.

Five years
Gregory M. Brunson, Bob E. 

Childers, Carroll L. Crowther, James 
R. Gibson, Thomas C. Hanson, Har
old L. Johnson, William B. Ten Eyck, 
Jennings O. Wise, Daniel K. Woodruff

Anniversaries are from the date 
that the membership application was 
approved and are not necessarily re
flective of the years dues have been 
paid. For purposes of consideration 
for certain medals and emeritus sta
tus, dues payments are the determin
ing factor.

James Lee DeLoache of the Col. 
Joseph Kershaw Chapter died July 
24.

James Hill Gressette Jr. of the 
Battle of Eutaw Springs Chapter died 
Aug. 17.

Roll Call  
of the Departed

Midlands Social
CAMERON — Twenty-nine peo-

ple including three former SCSSAR 
presidents attended the Midlands 
Area SCSSAR Summer Social Aug. 
20. All four Midlands area chap-
ters and three DAR chapters were 
represented. Guests included sev-
eral who have been awarded local, 
state or national SAR awards. 

Compatriot Jimmy Gressette, 
who died Aug. 17, was remem-
bered in a prayer offered by Bill 
Summers, chaplin of the Battle of 
Eutaw Springs chapter. One new 
perspective member requested 
assistance in getting his applica-
tion in order. Doug Doster.
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Annual Carolina Day celebrations enliven  
Charleston with Revolutionary War sentiments
By John Ramsey
President
Major Gen. William Moultrie Chapter

CHARLESTON — Every June 28 
since 1777 citizens of the port city 
of Charleston celebrate twin Patriot 
victories over the combined land and 
naval forces of Great Britain that oc
curred June 28 1776.

These memorial events, support
ed by more than 50 area Patriotic or
ganizations, include prayer, marches 
by the Patriotic organizations, the 
ringing of church bells through
out the city, wreath placements at 
the statues of the heroes, speeches 
among the towering oaks of the Bat
tery and receptions throughout the 
city.

It is indeed a grand day, especially 
for the Major Gen. William Moultrie 
Chapter.

Beginning June 18 and culminat
ing June 28, 1776, the land and naval 
forces of Britain attacked the harbor 
defenses on Sullivan’s Island in an 
attempt to capture and subjugate the 
city of Charleston. This was part of 
the greater British plan to mount a 
Southern Campaign, with the heav
ily Tory city of Charleston as its base, 
and separate the South from the oth
er United Colonies.

With the defeat of the British forc
es on land by Col. William “Danger” 
Thomson’s Upcountry marksmen,  
and Col. William Moultrie’s defeat of 
the naval warships by his defenders at 
Fort Sullivan, the British plans were 
pushed back four years until the oc
cupation of Charleston in May 1780. 
For four years the Patriots’ effort grew 
in strength and organization. 

The news of the Patriot victories 
in Charleston was quickly carried to 
Philadelphia, where Congress was 
considering the Declaration of In

Placing the wreath at the Sergeant Jasper Monument for the SAR are (from left) South 
Carolina State President Mark Anthony, Redding I. “Rick” Corbett III, Vice President Gen-
eral for the Southeast District, President John Ramsey of the Major Gen. William Moultrie 
Chapter, and Dan Woodruff of the Col. Robert Anderson Chapter.

dependence that would separate the 
Colonies from Great Britain.

The Palmetto Society, joint repre
sentatives of area Patriotic organiza
tions, coordinates the activities each 
year. The day begins with church ser
vices and prayer. These services are 
rotated among the founding church
es of Charleston. 

This year the honor went to St. 
Phillips Church and the Very Rev. 
J. Haden McCormick, whose homily 
was on the challenges faced by the 
clergy and church at the time of the 
original battle. The path between Pa
triot and Loyalist in those times was 
fraught with peril.

After the service, more than 50 
Patriotic organizations, including 
the Moultrie Chapter assembled at 
Washington Park near the Four Cor
ners of Law and marched to White 
Point Gardens on the Battery with 
the peeling of church bells and led 

by the bagpipe unit of the Charleston 
Police Department.

Citizens waved and sang, children 
laughed and smiled, flags fluttered in 
the breeze. It was a proud day to be 
a Son of the American Revolution! 
Children set up lemonade stands 
along the parade route and serve the 
milling crowd.

Presentations culminated at White 
Point Gardens with a historian recit
ing the toils, hardships and successes 
of June 28, 1776. Wreaths were laid 
at the base of the monument to the 
heroes of 1776 by the SAR, DAR, the 
Society of Cincinnati and the South 
Carolina Historical Society. After the 
ceremonies, the cannon fired over 
the harbor, the band played and the 
crowd dispersed to receptions and 
parties about town. 

The day ended with an evening 
service at Fort Moultrie, site of the 
naval battle in 1776.

The SC Society forms up in Washington Park. From left: Past 
President Bill Prewitt, Carroll Crowther, Frank Shorter, Doug 
Doster, Redding I. “Rick” Corbett III, Dan Woodruff and State 
President Mark Anthony. [Photos by John Ramsey]

MEMORIAL SERVICE — Compatriots gather June 18 in Lincolnton, North Carolina, to mark 
the 231st anniversary of the Patriot victory at the Battle of Ramseur’s Mill. Above photo (from 
left) Tim Berly, Rev. Clark Wiser, Miles Anthony, Dan Woodruff, Mark Anthony, J.D. Norris, 
Will Ouvry and Donny Carson. Right photo: combined color guard [Photos by Janet Norris]

Ramseur’s Mill: SAR marks 231st anniversary of Patriot victory


