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120th Annual SCSSAR State Convention  
in Santee April 17 and 18

By Douglas Doster
Secretary
Battle of Eutaw Springs Chapter SCSSAR

CAMERON — The Battle of Eutaw Springs 
Chapter of the SCSSAR invites you to attend this 
year’s state convention in the Sportsman’s Mecca 
of the state, Santee, S.C. 

Golfing, fishing, boating, historic sites and fine 
restaurants await you and your guest in this in-
creasingly popular resort town.

Headquarters motel
The new Holiday Inn, Santee, is our headquar-

ters for the convention and you may make your 
reservations directly (803-854-9800), to that hotel 
or others of your choice. This will be the year to 
attend especially if you have not been to a state 
convention in the last few years.

Santee is on I-95 in eastern Orangeburg Coun-
ty, with I-26 and US 301 near by.

Please use the registration form on page 6 or down-
load it from our state web site at www.scssar.org.

Convention rate rooms at the Holiday Inn 

The 119th NSSAR Annual Congress will take 
place in Atlanta beginning Saturday, July 4, and 
concluding Wednesday, July 8. 

This is the closest the Congress has been to 
South Carolina since 1983 when it was in Atlanta 
and until 2011 when it will be in Winston-Salem, 
N.C.

The Congress will be at the Renaissance Wa-
verly Hotel just below Marietta, Georgia, at the in-
tersection of I-75 and I-285 northwest of Atlanta.  
Rooms are listed at $95 a night plus tax. (As a note, 
State Secretary Mark Anthony has reserved a dou-
ble room and can accommodate a roommate be-
ginning Sunday, July 5. The first interested mem-
ber who wants to split the cost of the room for the 
Congress should contact Compatriot Anthony.)

Registration information for the Congress can 
be found on the National website and at the fol-
lowing address: www.frogsncats.com/html/SAR/
congress/congress_index.htm.

Based on our beginning 2009 membership 
total of 667 members, the SC Society expects to 
have 17 voting delegates. Given the proximity of 
the Congress, the SC Society should be able to fill 
all 17 slots. If you are interested in attending the 
Congress as a voting delegate, please contact Mark 
Anthony at mark.c.anthony@suntrust.com. More 
information about delegates will be announced at 
the annual state meeting in April. 

NSSAR Annual Congress 
set for Atlanta in July

are $89 plus tax if booked by March 27. If you 
decide to stay over until Sunday, April 19, you may 
combine that rate with a golf package that includes 
a breakfast buffet and extras. Use the code SCSSAR 
for reservations at the Holiday Inn to secure the 
convention rate.  

Extra activities
A Friday, April 17, tea at the Parish House Tea 

Room in nearby historic Eutawville is planned for 
the ladies. A visit to Gen. Francis Marion’s tomb 
on Belle Isle Plantation is planned for Saturday 
morning also. Holiday Inn Santee

Did you know that past issues 
of The Palmetto Patriot are avail-
able on the SC Society website?  
Did you know that you can also 
receive the Patriot by e-mail?

In an effort to reduce costs 
associated with the production 
and mailing of The Palmetto Pa-
triot, the Board of Governors ap-
proved the issuance of the state 
newspaper by e-mail at the Jan-
uary meeting.  

For those SCSSAR members 
who wish to receive the Patriot 
by e-mail, please e-mail Mark 
Anthony, the state secretary, at 
mark.c.anthony@suntrust.com 
and say that you would like to re-
ceive the newspaper by e-mail. 

Palmetto Patriot available 
on website and by e-mail

Beginning with the next issue, 
these members will the Patriot at 
their e-mail account.  

Please note that a printed edi-
tion will still be produced and 
mailed to those who do not ask to 
receive it by e-mail. 

The printed edition will not 
end. 

Members who want to contin-
ue to receive the hardcopy edition 
do not need to do anything.

The online edition is being 
made available to those members 
who would prefer to receive it in 
this manner full of color pictures 
and at least two or three days be-
fore the mailed edition would ar-
rive at their mailing address.  
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Dear Compatriots,
By this time I am hopeful that many of you are 

making plans to attend the State Convention April 
17 and 18 in Santee. The Battle of Eutaw Springs 
Chapter has been working hard to ensure that ev-
eryone will have an interesting and enjoyable time. 
It is important that every chapter be represented.

Your Board of Governors conducted a productive 
business meeting in Columbia, Jan. 10. A new sup-
ply of South Carolina SAR ties has arrived and can 
be seen on the website (www.scssar.org). They will 
also be available at the state convention. Our thanks 
to Compatriot Victor Compton for being chairman 

of this committee and processing the orders.
The Battle of Cowpens celebration took place 

Saturday, Jan. 17. The South Carolina Society 
hosted a reception Friday evening for members 
and guests who came from a number of states in 
the Southeast. A morning ceremony took place in 
Spartanburg and at the battlefield in the afternoon. 
An impressive number of people attended includ-
ing about 50 members of the color guard

The spring leadership conference was conduced 
in Louisville, Kentucky, March 5 to 8. This year, 
the National SAR Conference will take place in 
Atlanta July 4 to 8. All of us have a great opportu-

From the President’s Desk

nity to attend because of the convenient location. 
If you have never been to a national conference, 
then this is your year.

This is my final letter as president as we ap-
proach the end of the year leading up to the state 
convention. I want to thank you for the opportuni-
ty to serve as your president of the South Carolina 
Society. It has been a rewarding experience, and I 
appreciate the support you gave me.

Paul L. Grier
President
SCSSAR

SCSSAR Americanism Update
Congratulations to all the members and chapters that made for an extremely successful 2008. The SC 

Society generated 23,843 points (compared to 15,545 in 2007) for the President General’s Streamer and 
15,358 points (compared to 9,155) for the Groves Americanism Contest. 

The winner of the Chapter of the Year will be announced at the annual state meeting.  
For 2009, the SC Society is off to a great start. Through Feb. 6, the SC Society is reporting a total of 

2,504 PG points, 2,129 Groves Americanism points, and 400 Stark points. The chapter standings are as 
follows: 

These point totals are based on information that has been supplied to me through the National Of-
fice, the various chapters or my direct observation. Please be sure to contact me if you have any ques-
tions or need copies of the spreadsheets that are used.

The categories reported above include points generated for the USS Stark Service to Veterans Award 
and the average points per member for the PG Streamer. The final column reports the number of cat-
egories in which each chapter has recorded points.

The average points and the final categories columns are related to the National President General’s 
Cup. This cup is presented to the chapter that reports the highest average points per member with the 
chapter recording points in 15 of the 19 established categories for the President General’s Streamer 
score sheets.  

Mark C. Anthony
Chairman, SCSSAR Americanism Committee

Chapter   PG Streamer           Groves  Stark  Avg/Member
Gen. Daniel Morgan   1,679  1,579     400  32.92        9
Gen. James Williams      450     375       20  16.07           9
Col. Thomas Taylor      170     100         0    2.27           3
Col. Robert Anderson      105       55       15    2.92           5
Cambridge         90       35         5    3.00           4
Battle of Eutaw Springs        85       35         5    2.66           4
Dr. George Mosse           80        35         5    2.16           4
Gen. Francis Marion        65       10         0    5.00           3
Gen. Andrew Pickens        30       20         0    1.36        2
Maj. Gen. William Moultrie         20          0         0    0.20        1 
Col Lemuel Benton        15         0         0    0.38        1
Col. Joseph Kershaw        10         0         0    0.77        1
Gov. Paul Hamilton        10         0         0    0.24        1
Col. William Bratton          5         0         0    0.33        1
Henry Laurens           5         0         0    0.28        1
Col. Matthew Singleton          0         0         0         0        0
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Dr. Lewis A. Stallworth III, member at large, 
died Jan. 6.

John C. Mason III, member at large, died Nov. 
1.

Donald C. Hortor, a member of the Gov. Paul 
Hamilton Chapter, died Nov. 6. 

Rev. Dr. William H. Corley, a member of the 

Roll Call  
of the Departed

Dr. George Mosse Chapter, died Nov. 20.
Dr. William H. Darnell, a member of the Gen. 

Andrew Pickens Chapter, died Jan. 17. Dr. Darnell 
served as president of the SCSSAR in 1995-1996.

Howard Edgar Trent III, M.D., a member of 
the Cambridge Chapter, died March 2.

The deadline for the Summer Edition of The Palmetto Patriot is May 18.



My Patriot 
Peter Kivett, a Common Patriot
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By William D. Kivett
Member, Col. Robert Anderson Chapter

TAYLORS — Some members of the National Society of the Sons of the 
American Revolution can, with great pride, trace their ancestral lines directly 
back to some well known leader of our American Revolutionary effort. 

Many more can, with equally justified pride, prove descendancy from one 
of those backwoodsmen or poor farmers who heeded the call to serve in mili-
tia units or provide much needed material support to the cause of American 
freedom. Without these additional unselfish contributions, the freedom we 
enjoy today might never have been attained. 

Unfortunately, we sometimes neglect to pay tribute to these lesser known 
ancestors I call Common Patriots. 

SAR membership participation in well-publicized regional commemora-
tive events is almost always commendable. But how many of us have ever 
visited the burial site of our own qualifying patriot ancestor? How many of 
us even know of their burial place? Do we know of the condition of the grave 
site of our own Common Patriot? 

I raise this subject here for a personal reason. I am fortunate to know 
such things about my own Common Patriot ancestor and American family 
patriarch, Peter Kivett. Although too old to be a fighting participant during 
our protracted period of struggle for independence, documentation shows 
that he was later paid for material support he provided. At least two of his 
sons are also recognized as having provided support to the cause. Before the 
firing of any shots, back in 1768, Peter Kivett signed a petition supporting the 
Regulator Movement in Colonial North Carolina. His name is found spelled 
many ways, but his values remained steadfast. 

My Peter, or however he spelled his name, was never reported to have ac-
tually killed any British soldier, or suffered any battle wounds. But, I believe 
his contributions to the freedom I enjoy today are just as important. He took 
sides. He instilled the spirit of freedom in his sons and his daughters who 
married men who also stood up for the principles that first caused Peter to 
leave Europe around 1750 for a better life in America. But, other than leaving 
a will that proclaimed his belief of a future of independence for his children, 
he left them his genes. Like all of my Compatriots, those genes are still there 

in me today. I take immense pride in knowing that a patriotic part of Ol’ Peter 
is still a part of me.  

Dating back many decades, members of my family have lovingly cared for 
the family burial site of Peter Kivett and his wife, Anna Barbary, whose maid-
en name is still undocumented. Each year on the fourth Sunday in October, 
descendants of Peter Kivett, now into the ninth and 10th generations, gather 
at a place called McMaster’s Cemetery about 30 miles south of Greensboro, 
North Carolina. 

We are joined by members of other families whose ancestors first settled 
in this melting pot of American Independence, including the Alldredges. You 
see, just a few feet away from my Peter lies William Ezekial Alldredge. His 
sons were also Unknown Patriots. They also passed on patriotic genes, all the 
way down to our former First Lady Laura Bush. 

 On Sunday, Oct. 26, 2008, it was my great honor to again return to this lit-
tle publicized site. This time, in the company of family members and friends, 
I proudly presented a floral tribute on behalf of the Col. Robert Anderson 
Chapter SCSSAR to Peter Kivett — my Common Patriot. In presentation re-
marks I referred to what I saw as his legacy — his commitment to freedom, 
his dedication to his family and his optimistic view of the future. 

I hope this story might inspire others to also learn more about and to dis-
play their personal appreciation to the legacy of their own Common Patriot. 

William J. Kivett at the grave of his patriot ancestor Peter Kivett

The Gen. James WIlliams Chapter presented framed copies of America’s found-
ing documents to Clinton High School. Cmpt. Norman B. Pigeon (left), chapter 
president, presents the Declaration of  Independence to Cmpt. Joel E. Rexford, 
a teacher at the school, who receives it on behalf of the school. [Photo by Joe 
Goldsmith]

Founding Document

GREENWOOD — Pierce  Stockman, 
SCSSAR vice president for the Pied-
mont Region and past 
president of the Cam-
bridge Chapter, presents 
the chapter’s Gen. James 
Williams Outstanding 
Patriot award to Sagen 
Blackwell.

Sagen is vice presi-
dent for the National So-
ciety CAR Southeastern 
Region; past president 
of the South Carolina 
Society CAR; and the 
daughter of Cmpt. Steve 
and Shayna Blackwell 
of Woodruff. 

Sagen is a student 
at Converse College in 
Spartanburg. 

The citation reads: 

“Presented to Sagen Blackwell, Past 
President, SC Society C.A.R. — Rec-

ognizing exceptional 
leadership and record-
breaking results rais-
ing funds for Wounded 
Warriors in the spirit of 
South Carolina’s Revo-
lutionary War History.”

This sixth annual 
presentation was made 
at the chapter’s “Patriot 
Dinner,” Feb. 10. 

The dinner included 
participation of four 
South Carolina DAR 
Chapters (Long Cane, 
McCormick; Mount 
Ariel, Hodges;  Major 
John Bowie, Abbeville; 
and Star Fort, Green-
wood). 

Sagen Blackwell receives  
Outstanding Patriot award
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National Park Service hosts public hearings 
on potential heritage area

By Mark Anthony
SPARTANBURG — The National Park Service 

hosted a series of public hearings Feb. 17 to 26 
inviting comment on a potential National Heri-
tage Area focused on the Southern Campaign of 
the American Revolution that would encompass 
area within the states of South Carolina and North 
Carolina.  

These meetings took place in Camden, Charles-
ton and Spartanburg, S.C., and Greensboro, Mor-
ganton and New Bern, N.C. Two meetings were 
conducted each day in each location. 

These meetings 
are the latest step in 
completing a feasibil-
ity study authorized in 
2006 by legislation in-
troduced by Rep. John 
Spratt (D-S.C.). The ini-
tial scope of the legisla-
tion directed the secre-
tary of the Interior in 
consultation with the 
appropriate state agen-
cies to study and report 
on an area including 28 
counties in South Car-
olina as well as areas 
of North Carolina as 
deemed appropriate.

Specific attention was to be given to several 
existing NPS sites, several state maintained sites, 
specific communities and other key sites that are 
open to the public but still are owned privately.  

The report authorized by the legislation is to 
be presented to Congress no later than three years 
after the date that the initial federal funds were 
authorized. Based on this, the report is due in late 
2009.

There are currently 40 National Heritage Areas 
in the United States with the majority located in 
the Northeast where the first area was designated 
nearly 25 years ago. Just in the last three years, an 
additional 13 areas have been designated (www.
nationalheritageareas.com). The proposed South-
ern Campaign of the American Revolution area 
would overlap portions of three existing areas in 
North and South Carolina and become the 10th 
area located in the Southeast. 

A National Heritage Area is designated because 
it meets the following criteria: 

l It is a place of national significance.
l  It is specifically designated and governed by 

unique authorizing legislation passed by Congress.
l It recognizes a local coordinating entity as the 

lead manager-coordinator of the Heritage Area.
l It is eligible to receive federal funding through 

the Heritage Partnership Program in partnership 
with the National Park Service.

National Heritage Areas encompass a defined 
geographic area that connects multiple natural, 
national and cultural resources. The coordinating 
entity, which can be a specific non-profit organiza-
tion, a local university or college, or even a specific 
state level agency, seeks to develop both existing 
and future recreational resources to promote tour-
ism and commerce.

This is achieved by developing and fostering 
a network whereby local resources can receive 
greater publicity. By promoting a regional context 
for the area as a whole, visitors and local citizens 
are able to learn about various significant events 
and locations that they may previously not been 
aware of. 

While a National Heritage Area is authorized 
by Congress and can receive federal funding, the 
ownership of the vast majority of the resources 
remains in private hands if they are not already 
a part of the National Park Service or respective 
State Park Service. 

For example, almost two thirds of the State of 
New Jersey has been designated as the Crossroads 
of the American Revolution War National Heritage 
Area. This Heritage Area is coordinated through the 
Crossroads of the American Revolution Association, 
a non-profit entity (www.revolutionarynj.org). The 
purpose of this area is not just to promote tourism 
of the various battle sites within the state, but also 
to tell such stories as how the Revolution impacted 
the citizens and promote the efforts of preservation 
related to the Revolution in New Jersey.  

In conducting and preparing the feasibility 
study for the proposed Southern Campaign of the 
American Revolution National Heritage Area, a 
committee was formed by the NPS that sought to 
define the area that would be encompassed and to 
determine the themes that would be addressed.

The initial interpretative themes that have been 
published:

l The military events in the Carolinas substan-
tially influenced the eventual victory in the Ameri-
can Revolution.

l The political rivalries in the Carolinas were the 
catalysts to the outbreak of the American Revolu-
tion in the South and played an important role in 
what became a bitter conflict among neighbors.

l The brutal combat that occurred during the 
American Revolution in the Carolinas profoundly 
disrupted the traditional ways of life of the citi-
zenry.

l The American victory presaged momentous 
change for Native Americans and African Ameri-
cans in the Carolinas in positive and negative 
ways.

While broad in nature, these themes have served 
as the starting point for public comment as to the 
scope and context for the proposed Heritage Area. 

The primary purpose for the public hearings was 
to update the public as to the progress of the study 
and to solicit public comment on the content, find 
additional available resources that have not previ-
ously been identified, and to suggest possible ad-
ditional themes that should be included. 

Comments can still be submitted for consider-
ation at http://parkplanning.nps.gov/soca. Com-
ments can include ideas on the resources that are 
available within the proposed area (battlefields, 
historic structures, natural features, personal sto-
ries of interest, cultural landscapes and transpor-
tation corridors).  

Probably the most important aspect of the fea-
sibility study is the inclusion of data that demon-
strates widespread public support. This includes 
evidence of the commitment to support the area 
by not only individuals, but also state and local 
agencies and local business and other organiza-
tions.  

As part of this process, a key component is the 
determination of the local coordinating and man-
aging entity. Whereas the majority of the existing 
National Heritage Areas are contained within a 
single state, the proposed Southern Campaign 
area is currently defined as the majority of the 
State of South Carolina and about half of the State 
of North Carolina based on the authorizing legisla-
tion.

While the study is working off this defined geo-
graphic boundary, it is important to note that this 
is just the starting point and the final recommen-
dation could even expand the area that is included 
within the Heritage Area.  

A preliminary version of the feasibility study 
will be completed and made available for addi-
tional public comment. After this final round of 
comment, the final study will be prepared and pre-
sented to Congress for consideration and possible 
action that would result in the designation of the 
Heritage Area.  

Additional information can be obtained on the 
process at www.cr.nps.gov/heritageareas.

Rep. John Spratt

A Lesser Form of Patriotism: A Novel of the King’s 
Carolina Rangers and of the American Revolution 
in the South. Published June 2008 by ePress-online, 
Inc. 

A Lesser Form of Patriotism presents the events 
of the American Revolution strictly through the 
eyes of Southern Loyalists.

The story begins when John Stokes and a band 
of Loyalist refugees, driven from their homes by 
vengeful Patriots, stumble onto a party of Provin-
cial Rangers in the wilderness north of Augusta, 
Georgia. The Rangers, led by Sergeant William 
Hopkins, are heading to the frontier fort of Col. 
Thomas Waters located on a ford of the Savannah 
River. 

On the way to Waters’ fort they come upon 
the burned cabin of a Loyalist family, the Mc-
Dougals. McDougal’s teenage daughter, Judith, 
is the only survivor. This discovery blossoms 
into a romance between Jacob Fenton, a young 
Ranger whose family was murdered by Patriots, 
and Judith McDougal. Their story becomes an 
underlying theme of the novel. 

John, his wife, Egrain, and Judith McDougal 
accompany the Rangers to the Cherokee village on 

Long Swamp Creek, near present-day Ball Ground, 
Georgia. There they attempt to rebuild their lives. 
John joins the King’s Carolina Rangers who, aided 
by Cherokee allies, raid the settlements along the 
Georgia and South Carolina frontiers. 

Over the course of the next few years, John and 
the other Rangers take part in some of the bloodi-
est battles of the Revolution: Savannah, the sieges 
of Augusta and Ninety Six, and the massacre of 
Loyalist raiders at Hammond’s store in South Car-
olina. 

This story is told strictly from the point of view 
of the Loyalists Rangers. It takes a few pages to 
get comfortable with the Patriots being in the role 
of misguided villains, but to the Loyalists, that is  
what they were. The readers will come away with 
a new respect for those who fought on the other 
side of the Revolution, people whose story is sel-
dom told.  

A Lesser Form of Patriotism and its prequel Lov-
ing Lynn Celia: A Novel of the French and Indian 
War are available in print from Amazon.com and 
Target.com. For those who prefer electronic books, 
they can be purchased in ebook format from Fic-
tionwise.com or any number of other ebook retail-
ers.

Book Review: A Lesser Form of Patriotism
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Proposed Amendments  
to the SCSSAR Constitution and Bylaws

As required by Article VI of the Constitution 
and Article XI of the Bylaws, the following pro-
posed amendments are being published in this 
edition of The Palmetto Patriot for distribution to 
all members at least 15 days ahead of the Annual 
State Meeting, which will take place April 17-18, 
in Santee. These proposed amendments have been 
reviewed by the state chancellor.  

Constitutional Amendment 1:  
Article V, Section 3

Article V — Annual Meeting, Special Meetings, 
Quorum
Section 3 

Current Wording:
Twenty-five percent (25%) of the membership 

of the Board of Governors shall constitute a quo-
rum for the transaction of business by the Board. 
Five (5) members of the Executive Committee 
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
business by the Committee. Twenty-five percent 
(25%) of the Board of Governors, including at 
least five (5) members of the Executive Commit-
tee shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
business at the Annual Meeting. Five percent (5%) 
of the membership of a chapter shall constitute 
a quorum for the transaction of business by that 
chapter. A quorum shall be established at the be-
ginning of a meeting. In the event of the failure to 
meet a quorum, the only action that can be taken 
is an adjournment. 

Proposed Amendment:
Add the following text to the beginning of the Sec-

tion: “Provided that no member can be counted 
more than once in establishing the total number 
of members of any Board, Committee or Chapter, 
(The remainder of the section remains unchanged.)

Rationale for the Amendment: 
This clarification extends the provision of “one 

man — one vote” found in Bylaws Article VI, Sec-
tion 6, Subsection D so that members who hold 
multiple offices or stations will not negatively im-
pact the calculation of a proper quorum and thus 
limit the ability of the Board of Governors, Execu-
tive Committee or Chapters to conduct business. 

Constitution as Amended:
Provided that no member can be counted 

more than once in establishing the total num-
ber of members of any Board, twenty-five percent 
(25%) of the membership of the Board of Governors 
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of busi-
ness by the Board. Five (5) members of the Executive 
Committee shall constitute a quorum for the transac-
tion of business by the Committee. Twenty-five per-
cent (25%) of the Board of Governors, including at 
least five (5) members of the Executive Committee 
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of busi-
ness at the Annual Meeting. Five percent (5%) of the 
membership of a chapter shall constitute a quorum 
for the transaction of business by that chapter. A quo-
rum shall be established at the beginning of a meet-
ing. In the event of the failure to meet a quorum, the 
only action that can be taken is an adjournment. 

Bylaws Amendment 1: Article IV, Section 12
Article IV — Officers

Section 12 

Current Wording:
The Historian shall have the care and custody of 

all historical papers, manuscripts and documents 
belonging to the Society, and shall keep a correct 
list of the same. He shall endeavor to be present at 
all exercises of the Society, and call attention to, 
and give information regarding, points of historic 
interest. He shall keep records of his historical 
and commemorative meetings, and shall super-
vise the preparation and printing of any historical 
publications of this Society. The Historian shall 
oversee research, documentation, and location of 
any forts, battles, or significant events leading up 
to and during the American Revolution in South 
Carolina. He will distribute that information via 
the SCSSAR website, the Palmetto Patriot, and/or 
articles in the public media. The Historian shall be 
an ex officio member of the Patriotism Committee. 
He shall prepare a summary of activities for pre-
sentation at the annual State Convention.  

Proposed Amendment:
Amend the definition of the Historian found in 

Bylaws Article IV, Section 9, by deleting the high-
lighted (italicized) section and inserting the bold 
text as follows:

The Historian shall have the care and custody 
of all historical papers, manuscripts and docu-
ments belonging to and pertaining to the Society, 
and shall keep a correct list of the same includ-
ing, but not limited to, collecting copies of The 
Palmetto Patriot, chapter newsletters, minutes 
of state and chapter meetings, and all other 
material related to the activities and events of 
the Society. He shall endeavor to be present at all 
exercises of the Society, and call attention to, and 
give information regarding, points of historic in-
terest. He shall keep records of his historical and 
commemorative meetings, and shall supervise the 
preparation and printing of any historical publi-
cations of this Society. The Historian shall oversee 
research, documentation, and location of any forts, 
battles, or significant events leading up to and during 
the American Revolution in South Carolina. He will 
distribute that information via the SCSSAR website, 
the Palmetto Patriot, and/or articles in the public 
media. The Historian shall be an ex officio mem-
ber of the Patriotism Committee. He shall serve as 
the Chairman of the Historic Sites and Patriot 
Graves Committee and shall be a member of 
the Americanism Committee. He shall prepare 
a summary of activities for presentation at the an-
nual State Convention.

Rationale for the Amendment: 
The current by-law does not follow the general 

guidelines for Historian as established in the na-
tional by-laws as the job description of the Histo-
rian General as shown here: 

Bylaw No. 11 — Historian General: The His-
torian General shall, on a yearly basis, make rec-
ommendations to the Board of Trustees and to 
the officers for the collection, preservation and 
retention of historical, genealogical and archival 
material deemed essential to the purposes of the 
Society. In addition, he shall organize and super-
vise the collection, preservation and retention of 
material relating to the history of the Society, both 
current and past. He shall cooperate with the His-
torians of the several State Societies in collecting 
and recording information in reference to histori-
cal sites, grave sites of Revolutionary War Soldiers 
and Patriots and other kindred matters, and shall 
make a report at the Annual Congress.

The current by-law makes the State Historian 
into an academic historian, which was never the 
function of this officer. Instead the original func-
tion of the Historian was to be the Society’s archi-
vist. The need for a Historian who chronicles the 
activities of the Society and collects archival ma-
terial is critically evidenced by the lack of these 
materials currently held by the Society.

The present by-law creates a supervisory officer 
who encroaches on the ability of Society members 
to research, write and publish articles on the Revo-
lution and foundational history. No such officer is 
needed in this Society. Finally, the current by-law 
encroaches upon the President’s right to appoint 
committee members especially since the by-law 
prescribes that the historian shall be an ex officio 
member of a non-existent committee. 

Bylaws as Amended:
The Historian shall have the care and custody 

of all historical papers, manuscripts and docu-
ments belonging to and pertaining to the Society, 
and shall keep a correct list of the same includ-
ing, but not limited to, collecting copies of The 
Palmetto Patriot, chapter newsletters, minutes of 
state and chapter meetings, and all other material 
related to the activities and events of the Society. 
He shall endeavor to be present at all exercises of 
the Society, and call attention to, and give informa-
tion regarding, points of historic interest. He shall 
keep records of his historical and commemorative 
meetings, and shall supervise the preparation and 
printing of any historical publications of this Soci-
ety. He shall serve as the Chairman of the Historic 
Sites and Patriot Graves Committee and shall be a 
member of the Americanism Committee. He shall 
prepare a summary of activities for presentation at 
the annual State Convention.

Bylaws Amendment 2: Article IV, Section 15
Article IV — Officers

Section 15

Current Wording:
The Board of Governors shall perform such 

duties as may be committed to it by any meeting 
of the Society. The President may call meetings of 
the Board of Governors at any time he may deem 
necessary and shall call such meetings upon the 
written request of five members thereof; provided 
that for any meeting, other than such as may be 
called during the session or immediately upon the 
adjournment of an Annual or Special Meeting of 
the South Carolina Society, not less than ten (10) 
days notice of the time and place of such meeting 
shall be given. The President shall appoint the fol-
lowing committees. 

(a) Membership 
(b) Projects and Awards 
(c) Americanism 
(d) Nominating 
(e) Such other committees as the President or 
     Executive Committee may deem advisable. 

Proposed Amendment:
Add the following subsection and renumber the 

remaining subsections as needed:
(e) Historic Sites and Patriot Graves

Rationale for the Amendment:  
One of the three functions of the SAR is to pro-

mote and honor the history of the Revolution. The 
See Amendments, page 6
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SCSSAR State Convention

Name                                                                                                         National Membership Number 

Chapter                                                                                        Title

Address                             

City                                                          State                                        Zip Code

Phone Number                                                          E-mail

Name of Spouse or other Guest

Registration Fee (Including Banquet)                                             $60

Spouse Fee                                                                                    $50                                  

Saturday Registration and Awards Luncheon only                        $40

Luncheon only (Guest)                                                                   $20

Ladies Friday Tea                                                                           $10 

                           Total enclosed                                                             
                                                                       
Complete and mail with registration fee to Compatriot Douglas Doster, Secretary, Battle of Eutaw Springs 
Chapter SCSSAR, 480 Winding Brook Drive, Cameron, S.C. 29030. 

Registration Form

SCSSAR Annual Convention
Holiday Inn, Santee, S.C.

April 17 & 18, 2009

Convention Agenda

Friday, April 17
Registration                                  11 a.m. -1:30 p.m.
Seminar                                         1 p.m. - 1:45 p.m.
Business Session                          2 p.m. - 3:15 p.m.
Break                                        3:15 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Business Session                     3:30 p.m. - 4:45 p.m.
President’s Reception                        6 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Banquet                                         7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Guest Speaker                              8:30 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Saturday, April 18
Registration                                   8 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
Coffee and Goodies
Memorial Service                           9 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
Business Session                        9:30 a.m. - 11 a.m.
	 Unfinished	items
	 Election	of	Officers	
Awards Luncheon                                     12 - 3 p.m.
 Awards Presentation
	 Installation	of	New	Officers
 Address by New President
Convention Adjourns                                       3 p.m.

Lodging is at Holiday Inn, Santee, S.C. Reservations  
1-800-297-8719, use group code SCSSAR. Rate is $89 
plus tax. Block of rooms held until March 27.

SCSSAR  
Membership Cards

All members were mailed 2009 membership 
cards in January.  Please note that on the back 
of	 your	 card	 you	 will	 find	 the	 user	 name	 and	
password that will allow you to access the Mem-
bers Only section of the SCSSAR website. On 
that	page	you	will	find	 the	current	 roster	of	 the	
SCSSAR with contact data for the membership. 
This roster is updated monthly and replaces the 
membership directory that had been printed in 
the past. 

Mark C. Anthony
SCSSAR Secretary

most visible way to accomplish this is by conduct-
ing celebrations of historic events and by mark-
ing the graves of our Patriot ancestors. As such, 
this motion makes the Historic Sites and Patriot 
Graves Committee a Permanent Committee of the 
Society instead of a Standing Committee. This is 
only appropriate given the importance of its func-
tion within the Society as a whole. 

Bylaws as Amended:
The Board of Governors shall perform such 

duties as may be committed to it by any meeting 
of the Society. The President may call meetings of 
the Board of Governors at any time he may deem 
necessary and shall call such meetings upon the 
written request of five members thereof; provided 
that for any meeting, other than such as may be 
called during the session or immediately upon the 
adjournment of an Annual or Special Meeting of 
the South Carolina Society, not less than ten (10) 
days notice of the time and place of such meeting 
shall be given. The President shall appoint the fol-
lowing committees. 

(a) Membership 
(b) Projects and Awards 
(c)  Americanism 
(d) Nominating 
(e)  Historic Sites and Patriot Graves
(f)  Such other committees as the President or 
      Executive Committee may deem advisable. 

Continued from page 5

Amendments 
to Constitution 
and By-Laws

A tour and lecture program on the Battle of 
Eutaw Springs and visit to Gen. Francis Marion’s 
tomb site is being planned for Saturday after-
noon, April 18, after the state convention ends 
at 3 p.m. 

The program will be presented by David Paul 
Reuwer, J.D., of Camden, S.C., president of the 
American Revolution Association, and editor of 
ARA Magazine (www.americanrevolutionmag.
com), and Charles Burke Baxley, J.D. of Lugoff, 
S.C., editor and publisher of Southern Cam-

paigns of the American Revolution newsletter 
(www.southerncampaigns.org). 

Details of this proposed program are in the 
planning stage. The tour and lecture will last from 
two to three hours at a projected cost of $20 per 
person. The Parish House Tea Room and Res-
taurant in Historic Eutawville will offer a dinner 
that night if there is enough interest. For more 
information contact Compatriot Douglas Doster 
at 803-823-2824 or e-mail him at dosterdb@ 
hotmail.com.

Tour and Lecture Option Available at Spring Convention

Checks should be made payable to Battle of Eutaw Springs SAR.

Trivia from the past
Gardenia (gar-DEEN-ya)

Alexander Garden was an 18th century physi-
cian and botanist whose name is immortalized 
in the fragrant and beautiful Gardenia flower, 
although the story of the man and his namesake 
plant takes many twists and turns.

Garden was born and educated in Scotland. In 
the mid-1700s he moved to what is now Charles-

ton, South Carolina, to practice medicine and 
where he avidly collected flora and fauna speci-
mens. He corresponded with John Ellis, a botanist 
in England, who in turn, passed along Garden’s 
plants and seeds to Linnaeus in Sweden.

Ellis also became acquainted with a fragrant-
flowering shrub growing in the London garden of 
Richard Warner, who knew it only as cape jessa-
mine. Ellis beseeched Linnaeus to name the plant. 
After a protracted discussion, Ellis named it after 
Dr. Garden, and Linnaeus agreed to include the 
plant in his Species Planatarum.

Ironically, Garden never saw a Gardenia while 
he lived in South Carolina as the plants shipped to 
him by Ellis did not survive the trip.

During the American Revolution, Dr. Garden 
remained loyal to the crown. His property was 
eventually confiscated and he was forced to leave 
the country. He sailed back to England where he 
spent his remaining years. Michael Barnes (Robert 
Anderson Chapter)
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Focus On

The Gen. James Williams Chapter

BANG! BANG! — Students from Barbara Coats’ fourth grade class at Laurens 
Academy	fire	make-believe	muskets	at	imaginary	charging	Red	Coat	Dragoons	
during	 a	 field	 trip	 to	Revolutionary	 battle	 sites	 in	 Laurens	County.	 [Photo	 by	
Barbara Coats].   

REMEMBERING FALLEN PATRIOTS — The 
Gen. James Williams Chapter cleaned six 
grave yards and installed seven grave stones 
with 137 Rotary International interactors from 
around South Carolina plus JROTC Cadets 
[Photo by Norm Pigeon].

By Joe Goldsmith

The Gen. James Williams Chapter was chartered 
April 25, 2008.

The concept for a new chapter was the idea of 
Charles McKinney Sr. during the ride home from the 
50th anniversary dinner of the Cambridge Chapter 
in August 2007. From the start it was obvious that 
not only Laurens County, but also Newberry and Sa-
luda counties needed the services of the SAR. This 
posed a geographical challenge, especially in that all 
of the original members lived and worked in Laurens 
County and none of us knew anyone in Newberry or 
Saluda counties. It was also obvious that in order to 
include those areas we would need to avoid any refer-
ence to a municipality as the home for our chapter.  

We were fortunate in that the Musgrove’s Mill 
State Battlefield Park agreed to be our headquarters. 
Yet this posed another problem in that the park is 
on the extreme northern corner of Laurens County, 
which poses a travel concern for members and pros-
pects living in the other two counties. We also com-
mitted to the goal of eventually having at least one of 
our four key chapter officers to be a resident of each 
county.  

Widespread publicity was and continues to be a 

key factor in recruiting. One obvious place to begin 
was with the DAR and CAR, so we began a speak-
ers bureau (before the SCSSAR did) and presented 
a program to the closest CAR chapter and the DAR 
chapters in each county. This included an announce-
ment that we were forming an SAR chapter and an 
invitation to encourage their husbands, sons and 
nephews to join. 

Additionally we spoke at meetings of the county 
Historical and Genealogical societies as well as to 
church and civic groups, always announcing the new 
chapter. 

Other publicity included development of a full-
color brochure about the chapter (printed at no cost 
by a local school), and table-top story boards with full 
color 8 x 10 action photos that rotated among the li-
braries, museums and city halls. 

Perhaps our most lucky catch early on was the new 
reporter for our local newspaper, who wrote a series 
of eight full-page feature articles about local sites and 
battles of the American Revolution complete with full 
color photos. Each included an inset box about the 
new chapter with contact information.

As a result, by the end of the year we had 29 mem-
bers including the first ones in memory living New-
berry and Saluda counties. These public relations ef-
forts are ongoing.  

But we did not want just a full roster of inac-

tive men. So each applicant 
was asked to participate in one 
of our four operating commit-
tees. These committees are Pa-
triotism, History, Education 
and Youth. Within each of these 
are our chapter Color Guard, 
speakers and writers bureau, 
tour  guide guild, Patriot Graves 
Group, and work with schools, 
Scouts, CAR, ROTC and com-
munity groups.  

An unexpected challenge was 
Founding President Bud March-
ant’s resignation last August to 
accept the post of president of a 
college south of Raleigh, North 
Carolina. Fortunately Norm Pi- 
geon was standing by ready 
to take over, and we have not 
missed a beat, a tribute to both 
Norm and to Bud.

Some features we built into 
our by-laws are our four operat-
ing committees and inclusion of 
a non-voting junior member on our Executive Com-

mittee. 
Each committee is expected to 

conduct at least one project each 
year that will involve the entire 
chapter. 

We also sponsor a CAR society 
and have formed a close sister-
chapter relationship with the Jas-
per Chapter of the DAR in New-
berry County. We are committed to 
having meaningful roles for our ju-
nior members within the workings 
of our chapter. Finally, we make it 
clear to our applicants that our by-
laws define member-in-good-stand-
ing as a compatriot not only having 
paid one’s dues but also having par-
ticipated in at least one meeting, 
event or service project during the 
year. So far so good.      

Our Patriotism Committee in-
cludes our active chapter Color 
Guard, as well as locating, recod-
ing and reporting Patriot graves 
in our service area, honoring them 

with a small American flag for the week of Indepen-
dence Day. In the process, if the committee locates a 
Patriot’s grave stone that is broken, missing or illeg-
ible we order and install a free replacement from the 
U.S. Veterans Administration.

Further, this committee plans and conducts the 
annual celebration at Musgrove’s Mill and partici-
pates in the American Legion/VFW’s annual Memo-
rial Day celebration. This year we will also place a 
bronze plaque at Gen. William’s tomb in Gaffney 
in conjunction with the Daniel Morgan Chapter  
SCSSAR  and local DAR and CAR chapters, as well as 
the local Veterans Council. And to finish the year off, 
we will again participate in the Clinton High School 
and Saluda High School Veterans Day programs. 

Our History Committee continues to compile 
archival material, as well as doing field research on 
more battles of the Revolution in South Carolina. 
To date we have determined an additional 54 offi-
cial South Carolina battles to add to the 234 listed 
in the Cambridge Compilation. Rewriting that book 
to merge all of the battles and events will be another 
committee project.

We have been blessed with having 17 of those bat-
tles fought our service area. Three of those have been 
listed as lost sites. We are doing the documentary and 
field research leading to the discovery and announce-
ment of the lost sites of the battles of Indian Creek 

in Newberry County and Mine 
Creek in Saluda County. Others 
slated to be “found” are Camp-
ing Creek and Clark’s Fork in 
Newberry County.   

Our Education Committee 
deals with educating the public 
about the Revolution through 
the schools and adult groups. 
It contacts all of our school 
districts and private schools to 
promote the Americanism Post-
er contest and the new Benja-
min Franklin Reading Contest 
as well as arranging for guest 
speakers and field trips to area 
battle sites for fourth graders 
with brief (five minutes each) 
re-enactments of the battles of 
Musgrove’s Mill, Blackstock’s, 
Cowpens and King’s Mountain.  
The committee also manages 
our speakers bureau, and tour 
guides guild. 

Our Youth Committee is 
similar to the Education Com-

mittee but rather than schools, works with extracur-
ricular youth groups such as the CAR, Girl Scouts, 
Cub and Boy Scouts, church youth groups, JROTC, 
and YMCA day camps. 

We have our own chapter website (www.gjwsar.
org), with Jim Livingston as webmaster, which has 
gotten national recognition. 

One sign of our chapter’s success has been atten-
dance. We had 71 members and guests at our Nov. 
10 dinner and 65 for our Jan. 10 Christmas party. We 
have ended up with 29 charter members of whom 
all but one (who lives some distance away) renewed 
their membership. Not bad for a startup chapter 
serving three rural counties in the South! Perhaps 
the best lesson to learn from this is that if you want 
active members you must have more activities than 
you have meetings.  

If you would like your chapter featured in the 
Summer edition of The Palmetto Patriot, please 
send an e-mail to Tom Hanson, editor, at www.
SouthCarolinaConservative.com.

SPEAKERS BUREAU — Judge Wayne Copeland delivers 
an address. [Photo by Norm Pigeon]
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Application for Colonial Ball Presentation

Full Name of Debutante                     Name called

Address

Debutante CAR or DAR Number(s) and Chapter (if applicable)

Parents Full Name, Address and Telephone Number

Parents SAR/DAR Numbers and Chapter(s)

Grandparents Full Name and Address

Grandparents SAR/DAR Number(s) and Chapter(s) if applicable

Birth Date of Debutante

Schools attended or presently attending                                                                                    Present Grade Level

Name and Unit of Revolutionary Ancestor (only one needed)

Full Name and Relationship of Gentleman Who Will Present Debutante

Full Name of Escot and Address

Name, Address and Telephone Number of Person Submitting This Information

Charleston host to Colonial Ball  
with debutante presentation

Please submit a non-refundable $50 application fee 
along with a recent photo to Greg Ohanesian, Colo-
nial Ball Chairman, P.O. Box 1373, Bennettsville, SC 
29512-1373.

I certify that the information above is true, except to the 
names of the Presenter and Escort, which may change.
Signature of Debutante, Parent, Grandparent or responsible 
adult submitting this information on behalf of debutante.

By Greg Ohanesian 
SCSSAR Treasurer

CHARLESTON — The SCSSAR’s 19th Colonial 
Ball with debutante presentation will take place Dec. 
19 at the Charleston Place Hotel. A reception honor-
ing debutantes will take place the evening before. 

After the debutante presentation, a formal dinner 
will be served, followed by dancing to music provid-
ed by the Swingtime Orchestra. Citadel cadets will 
again take part in the debutante presentation. Dress 
is white tie, black tie and tartan optional.

Qualified debutantes must be at least 17 years 
old and prove lineage to an ancestor who participat-
ed in the American Revolution. Daughters, grand-
daughters and nieces of SAR and DAR members 
and CAR members are eligible for presentation.

When returning the debutante presentation ap-
plication, please enclose a recent photo of the pro-
spective debutante and a $50 check made payable 
to SCSSAR — Colonial Ball.

The total debutante presentation fee is $850 (in-
cluding application fee of $50) if received by April 
1). The total debutante presentation fee is $950 if 
received after April 1 but before Sept. 1. The pre-
sentation fee includes dinner for the debutante and 
her escort, flowers and a gift for the debutante.

In the event of an applicant’s cancellation be-
fore Sept. 1, 50 percent of the presentation fee and 
all of the application fee are nonrefundable. After 

Sept. 1, no part of the presentation fee or applica-
tion fee will be refundable.

Arrangements have been made with the Charles-
ton Place Hotel for Colonial Ball participants and 
guests. Well-appointed rooms with two double 
beds are available at $159 a night for Friday, Dec. 
18, and Saturday, Dec. 19. This rate applies if res-
ervations are made by Dec. 4. Please let the hotel 
know you are with the SAR Colonial Ball. Reserva-
tions may be made by calling (800) 831-3490 or by 
e-mail at groupres@charlestonplace.com

The Colonial Ball has in recent years presented 
debutantes from New York to Florida. The debutantes 
will wear long white gowns (with at least half-inch-
wide straps—no strapless gowns) and long white 
gloves (either cotton or kid). All other women will 
wear evening attire of any color other than white.

Escorts, presenters and others having a part 
in the program will be attired in white tie (black 
shoes, black pants and tailcoat, white vest, white 
shirt with wing collar, white tie and gloves), or 
white tie tartan (black shoes, white vest, white 
shirt with wing collar, white tie and gloves). Other 
men will wear white tie, or tuxedo black tie or tar-
tan.

For more information call Greg Ohanesian at 
(843) 479-7193. 

Formal invitations will be mailed to SCSSAR 
members around Sept. 1.

Gravesite: Grandfather 
of S.C. Gov. James Orr
By Julia Barnes  

Anderson County was settled by pioneers during 
the Colonial era. Among those settlers was Jehu Orr, a 
captain of Dragoons in the North Carolina cavalry, who 
settled in what is now known as the Martin Township/
Craytonville area of Anderson County. His grandson, fu-
ture Gov. James Orr, was instrumental in securing An-
derson County’s place in Civil War history.

Jehu Orr was born August 1763, in Wake County, 
N.C., the son of Robert Orr (born in 1726 in Ballygowan, 
County Antrim, Ireland; died 1779, Wake County, N.C.) 
and his wife Charlotte Green (1720-1766). Jehu Orr was 
married on Mary 7, 1793, to Jane Bucher Clinkscales 
(born Oct. 5, 1775, in Charles, Maryland; died Nov. 30, 
1851). 

After the end of the war, Jehu Orr migrated to the 
Indian territory of the Upstate, settling in what is now 
Anderson County. Pendleton County was created in 
1789 from Indian lands and was, at that time, a part 
of the old Ninety Six District. In 1795, Washington Dis-
trict was carved out of the old Ninety Six District and 
included the then-Pendleton County area. Three years 
later in 1798, Washington District was abolished and di-
vided into Greenville and Pendleton Districts. 

In 1826, Pendleton District was further divided into 
Anderson and Pickens Districts. The name Pendleton was 
discarded. A final change was made to the area when the 
old district system was dismantled in 1868. Anderson 
District became Anderson County, and Pickens District 
was divided into Pickens County and Oconee County. 
Records from the old Pendleton District can be found in 
the Anderson County Courthouse.

Jehu Orr lived in a two-story brick house in the Cray-
tonville area, which served as a tavern and inn for travel-
ers in the days after the Revolution. 

According to reports, on the evening of Feb. 12, 
1827, a man named Uriah Sligh stopped to ask to spend 
the night at Orr’s Tavern. Sligh and Orr began to enjoy 
some of the contents of the liquor cellar, and became 
quarrelsome. A fight over a game of cards ensued, and 
Sligh shot Orr. Jehu Orr lived for slightly more than a 
month before dying of his wounds. 

According to the Feb. 14, 1827 issue of Miller’s 
Weekly in Pendleton S.C.: “Captain Jehu Orr, a respect-
able inhabitant of the district, was stabbed on Monday 
evening by a man whose name we understand is Uriah 
Sligh. Captain Orr was not dead when last heard from, 
but the wound is supposed to be mortal. We have not 
heard any particulars of the affair, except that Sligh was 
intoxicated, and that the act was perpetrated in Captain 
Orr’s house. Sligh has been committed to jail.”   

The April 4, 1827 issue: “The trial of Uriah Sligh, 
charged with murder of Jehu Orr, was postponed.”  

Dec. 5, 1827: “Uriah Sligh who was sentenced to be 
hanged at this place for murder on the 14th, has been re-
spited for two months by Governor Taylor.” Uriah Sligh  
was hung on Feb. 22, 1828, and said he did not recall 
killing Orr and extolled the evil of being intoxicated.

The grave of Captain Jehu Orr is in what was known 
as the Old Rutledge cemetery, the Old Emerson Fam-
ily cemetery off Drake Road (near Wright Elementary 
School) in Anderson County, on privately owned prop-
erty. Due to issues of safety and security, the property 
owner does not wish to have the cemetery open to the 
public.

The grandson of Jehu and Jane Orr was James L. Orr. 
Judge Orr (born May 12, 1822, Craytonville, Pendleton 
District) served the Anderson area for many years, as a 
legislator who was opposed to the nullification move-
ment and to secession. When South Carolina seceded 
from the Union, he however did his duty to his state and 
raised a regiment known as Orr’s Regiment of Rifles. He 
served as colonel of that regiment, but relinquished that 
position when elected to serve as senator to the Confed-
erate Congress. After the war, he served as governor of 
South Carolina and Minister to Russia. 
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I believe it is proper to wear the lapel pin with 
any suit jacket or sports coat at any time. 

It is proper to wear the large medal with a suit 
and tie, or less formally, with a sports jacket and tie 
when attending SAR functions. The smaller medal 
is worn with a dinner jacket (tuxedo) as the larger 
medal is incorrect with a tux.

Proper lapel pin protocol
Officers wear their official insignia when acting 

in their capacity as an officer — such as SAR meet-
ings and attending functions where they are being a 
speaker or on the platform. This is how I understand 
the protocol, and I hope it helps, so one may cor-
rectly wear their medal to a funeral, especially if the 
deceased was in the SAR or DAR. Charles Porter. 

Patriot grave in major Greenville business area
By Michael & Julia Barnes
Robert Anderson Chapter

GREENVILLE — Modern day 
Greenville is a bustling city full of 
businesses and citizens. One of the 
main thoroughfares in the city is 
Pelham Road. It is hardly the place 
one would expect to find a grave of 
a Revolutionary War soldier.

What once was a peaceful farm 
in the frontier of South Carolina 
has changed greatly over the past 
200 plus years. The Samuel Walker 
family cemetery is now adjacent to 
the Wachovia Bank at the intersec-
tion of 3600 Pelham Road and Bea-
con Drive (grave GPS coordinates: 
N34° 51.599’ W82° 16.218’). Across 
four lanes of  heavy traffic is a shop-
ping center. 

Samuel Walker (July 9, 1750 – 
Sept. 19, 1826) and his wife Phebe 
Green (Dec. 13, 1750 - June 1829) 
are buried at the Samuel Walker 
cemetery. 

The cemetery consists of only 
two graves, and is surrounded by a 
metal fence. 

It contains two weathered head-
stones, two modern markers with 
information and a larger headstone 
is marked with a plaque placed 
in 2005 by the Behethland Butler 
Chapter, NSDAR. 

Samuel Walker was born July 9, 
1750, in either Ireland or Virginia. 
In about 1771, he married Phebe 
Green. He was a farmer who had 
served as a captain in Ninety Six 
District, under Major Dillard. Stub 
Indent 698 Book X (a kind of 1700s 
receipt book) was issued for ser-
vice and provisions. The provisions 
were not certified to be paid. 

This indent, part of which was 
used for the purchase of land, was 
signed over to Benjamin Rainey 
and collected. 

The Walkers had seven chil-
dren. Graves of Samuel and Phebe Walker [Photo by Julia Barnes]

By William D. Kay
MOUNT PLEASANT, S.C. — A group of about 

35 people gathered at the Little River Bridge on 
Highway 184 in upper Abbeville County Sept. 30, 
2007, to dedicate a historical marker commemo-
rating a little-known Revolutionary War skirmish. 

Two miles west of the little college town of Due 
West, this shoal on Little River was the site of an 
18th century grist mill, run by the Pratt family. It 
was there on Oct. 3, 1781 that a small company of 
Patriot militia was surprised by Tories and Indians 
led by Col. William “Bloody Bill” Cunningham. 
The Patriots fled, losing horses, saddles and some 
of their weapons. The mill was burned. 

News of the Tory “victory” appeared in the 
Oct. 13, 1781 issue of the Royal Gazette, a Loyalist 
newspaper in British-occupied Charleston.

Dr. Lowry Ware, retired Erskine College history 
professor, grew up near the old mill site. He is the 
author of three books on Abbeville County history, 
and had run across several references to the Pratt’s 
Mill skirmish in his research. Armed with three solid 
pieces of evidence, Dr. Ware submitted application 
to the South Carolina Department of Archives and 
History for a Pratt’s Mill historical marker. The well-
documented application was quickly approved.

One of the most compelling pieces of evidence 
was a post-war claim made by a Patriot militia-
man who lost his horse at Pratt’s Mill. John Mill-
er’s claim read, in part, “on that memorable night 
at Pratt’s Mill . . . Indians and Tories headed by 
Wm. Cunningham broke them [the Patriots] up 
and they lost all their horses, saddles and bridles. 
They burned the mill and went about one mile and 
burned a house, but the people were out of it, then 
the next [place] they came to was our old uncle 
John Johnston’s. There they caught seven girls, 
four of them young women and three that were 
not grown. The Tories would not let the Indians 
kill them, but they stripped them as naked as they 
were born and turned them loose. Amongst them, 
five came to my father’s naked and two of them was 
driven out the other course. The Indians set fire to 
the house and burned my uncle in it. They burned 
every house and barn on the place and destroyed 

Historical marker commemorates  
little-known skirmish at Pratt’s Mill

all his living. Then we were moved about one mile 
off, my father’s house was taken as a station.” 

Although formally approved, the historical mark-
er required private donations for the $1,800 casting, 
raised mostly by the Due West community. Installed 
and landscaped by the Highway Department, the 
marker was unveiled in a ceremony on Sunday af-
ternoon, Sept. 30, 2007. Among the speakers was 
Dr. Ware, who gave a lecture on the skirmish, and 
led the group down to the shoal, where he pointed 
out the original site of the old mill.

Among those invited to the dedication was for-
mer President Jimmy Carter, a descendant of John 
Pratt and Mary Kay. President Carter’s historical 
novel, The Hornet’s Nest, was based on his Pratt 
ancestors, and he visited Due West in 2003 to see 
the home sites and graves of his Abbeville County 
kin. 

Although unable to attend the dedication, Pres-
ident Carter sent the following note of congratu-
lations: “Thanks very much for the information 
about the historical marker to be placed at the site 
of my ancestors’ mill on Little River. Although I 
will be in Sudan on 30 September working on the 
Darfur problem and won’t be able to attend the 
ceremony, I hope you will extend my thanks and 
admiration to those who have made the event pos-
sible. I am very proud of my South Carolina heri-
tage, and it is always a pleasure to learn about my 
relatives in the [Abbeville County] family.”

Although the skirmish at Pratt’s Mill was not of 
military significance, it nevertheless demonstrates 
the random violence that occurred during those 
troubled times. For those wishing to visit this 
site, proceed westward from Due West on SC-184 
about two miles to the Little River Bridge, where 
good shoulder parking is available. The marker 
is located there by the bridge. Walk out onto the 
bridge and look downstream at the rocky shoal. 
The old mill site can be seen at the bottom of the 
shoal on the right bank, and it was there that the 
skirmish took place.
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NINETY SIX — The SCSSAR and Cambridge 
Chapter invite all Societies and Chapters of the 
CAR, DAR, SAR and other patriotic and historical 
organizations to attend and participate in Revolu-
tionary War Days at Ninety Six National Historic 
Site in Ninety Six.

A wreath presentation ceremony is scheduled 
for Saturday, April 4, at 2 p.m.

National Park Service Rangers are planning 
additional activities for Friday, April 3, and Sun-

Revolutionary War Days set 
for Ninety Six Historical Site

day, April 5. Check the nps.gov/nisi website or call 
(864) 543-4068 for details.

Please submit your intention to participate in 
the wreath presentation ceremony as soon as pos-
sible, but not later than March 28 to ensure listing 
in the program.

Ninety Six National Historical Site is on SC 
Highway 248, which runs from SC Highway 34 (in 
Ninety Six) to US Highway 278 (at Epworth). The 
route is well marked with signs.

Organization:            

Name of Presenter(s):         

Address: Street or P.O. Box:              

City, State, Zip Code:        

Wreath Presentation to Honor:

Submit by mail to Cambridge Chapter SAR, 167 Rutledge Rd., Greenwood, SC 29649-8992, by e-mail 
to trmortonjr@embarqmail.com or by telephone to (864) 223-7374.

Cambridge Chapter host
for annual Patriot Dinner

GREENWOOD — The Cambridge Chapter, 
with support of the Greenwood area’s four DAR 
Chapters, was host for the annual Patriot Dinner 
Tuesday evening, Feb. 10. 

Chapter members, daughters and guests filled 
Gatewood Club’s main dining room for an evening 
of fellowship and celebration. State President 
Paul Grier and his wife, Jane, attended, and 
President Grier installed the chapter’s new offi-
cers as President Melvin Foshee passed the gavel 
(which he handcrafted for the chapter) to incom-
ing President Eric Williams. 

Speaker Rick Hatcher, National Park Ser-
vice ranger and historian of the Fort Sumter Na-
tional monument, told the story of the Battle of 
Fort Sullivan’s Island with a PowerPoint presen-
tation. The evening concluded as Pierce Stock-
man, Piedmont regional vice president, presented 
the chapter’s Outstanding Patriot award to Sagen 
Blackwell, past president of the SC Society Chil-
dren of the American Revolution, and current vice 
president for the Southeastern region of the CAR. 
Miss Blackwell’s work for Wounded Warriors has 
resulted in more than $100,000 in gifts to the pro-
gram.

Additional projects on the Cambridge calendar 
include improvements at the grave of Revolution-
ary War soldier John Montague, who served as 
captain of the body guard for Gen. George Wash-
ington. The chapter will sponsor a wreath-laying 
ceremony as part of Revolutionary War Days at 
the Ninety Six National Historic Site, Saturday, 
April 4.

Paul Hamilton Chapter 
installs officers  
at Christmas dinner

BEAUFORT — Gov. 
Paul Hamilton Chapter  
installed its 2009 offi-
cers at the annual black 
tie Christmas dinner at 
the Dataw Island Club 
on Dec. 5.

The program includ-
ed Compatriot Henry 
Chamber’s presenta-
tion on the Battle of 
Williamson’s Plantation, 
more popularly, “Hucks 
Defeat,” fought July 12, 
1780 in Brattenville, 
S.C. Part two of the pre-
sentation will be given 
at the first quarterly 
meeting in 2009.

President Carroll 
Crowther then present-
ed a Chapter Apprecia-
tion award to past Secretary Art Keene for his 
15 years of service on the state, regional and local 
level. Compatriot Jody Henson was installed  as 
a new member by President Crowther.

Col. Matthew Singleton Chapter to host 
Battle of Fort Watson commemoration April 25   

The Col. Matthew Singleton Chapter of 
S.A.R. will sponsor a ceremony April 25 com-

Chapter Capsules
News items from SCSSAR chapters

New	officers	are	Carroll	Crowther,	president;	Wayne	Cousar,	vice	president;	Mi-
chael	Keyserling,	secretary-treasurer;	Charles	Aimar,	chaplain;	Capt.	Dean	Cul-
lison,	U.S.	Navy	retired,	registrar-genealogist;	and	Col.	Chester	Cotter,	U.S.	Army	
retired, JROTC chairman.

memorating the Battle of Fort Watson in which 
Gen. Francis Marion captured that fort in 1761. 

The commemoration will begin at 11 a.m. at 
the site of the fort in Santee National Wildlife Pre-
serve. All compatriots are invited to attend. 

A wreath-laying ceremony will take place. If 
your chapter plans to lay a wreath, please let us 
know at jtlrmyers@ftc-i.net or 803-469-9727. The 
Wildlife Preserve can be reached at Exit 102 on In-
terstate 95.

Writer seeks input on novel  
about prison schooner Packhorse 
I am currently doing, or at least attempting to 

do, research on a novel. I intend for it to revolve 
around incidents on the prison schooner Pack-
horse, which was located in Charleston harbor 
from 1780 to 1781 or 1782.

The ship was sailing north for a prisoner ex-
change when it was taken over by the prisoners 
and run aground near Halifax, North Carolina.

Other than this information and the names of 
prisoners held at certain times, I have found little 
about the Packhorse. 

I would greatly appreciate any information that 
you may have come across. Thanks in advance 
for any help. Gerald Stokes Jr. e-mail stokesjr@
windstream.net

“The Hand of providence has 
been so conspicuous in all this, 
that he must be worse than an 
infidel that lacks faith, and more 
than wicked, that has not grati-
tude enough to acknowledge his 
obligations.” 

— George Washington, letter 
to Thomas Nelson, Aug. 20, 
1778.



At the January Board of Governors meeting, 
the board approved participation in a program de-
veloped by the Georgia Society SAR that promotes 
reading about the American Revolution among 
current grade school students.  

The gist of the program is as follows:
l Students must read a total of five books on 

the American Revolution, the Founding Fathers or 
other aspects of American foundational history.

l A relative, teacher or guardian of the student 
completes the form below certifying that the stu-
dent has read the required grade-level books. 

l This form is sent to the Education Committee 
for review and the issuance of a certificate of rec-
ognition printed on resume quality paper.

The form below is available on the SCSSAR 
website at www.scssar.org. This program has no 
deadline.

SCSSAR approves
Benjamin Franklin reading program
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South Carolina Society, Sons of the American Revolution
Benjamin Franklin Reading Program

This form certifies that the below named student has read the following books during the calendar year 
about the people, places, or events of the American Revolution. 

Name to be printed on the certificate: 

School attended:                                                                                                          Age: 

Address                                                                      City                                     State               Zip

Local SC Society SAR Chapter: 

Title of Book 1: 

Author of Book: 

Date Completed: 

Title of Book 2: 

Author of Book: 

Date Completed:

Title of Book 3: 

Author of Book: 

Date Completed: 

Title of Book 4: 

Author of Book: 

Date Completed: 

Title of Book 5: 

Author of Book: 

Date Completed: 

Name of Certifying Individual: 

Signature of Certifying Individual: 

Relationship to Student: 

Phone/E-mail: 

Date: 

WASHINGTON, Ga. — Members of the SAR 
gathered on a misty and gray Feb. 14 to honor the 
memory of South Carolina militiamen who won a 
decisive victory over Tory forces that day in 1779. 

The 230th anniversary of the Battle of Kettle 
Creek was hosted by the Georgia Society in the 
town of Washington, the first town named for Gen. 
George Washington in the 1780s — on the same 
day as Patriot forces under Cols. Andrew Pickens, 
Joe Dooly and Elijah Clarke fought.

The day began with a lecture on the battle con-
ducted by members of the Fort Gordon Signal Corp 
at the Washington Library. This lecture was fol-
lowed by a parade to the town square. This parade 
was led by the combined SAR Color Guard com-
prised of members from Florida, Georgia, Kansas, 
Kentucky, North Carolina and South Carolina and 
included members of the DAR, CAR and ROTC 
units from Greene County, Ga., and Walton County, 
Ga. (this unit was dressed as British Redcoats).  

A ceremony included remarks from the May-
or Pro Tem of Washington and members of the 
Georgia Society. Following the conclusion of the 
remarks, a musket volley was rendered by mem-
bers of the Georgia Society’s Elijah Clarke Militia 
Unit. 

Greene had detached a local militia unit under 
the command of Gen. William Davidson, for whom 
Davidson College in North Carolina, is named, to 
serve as a rear guard at three strategic crossings 
along the Yadkin River.  

The balance of the morning was reserved for 
Living History demonstrations at the town square 
and in the store fronts that surrounded the square.  
About 400 people, some coming from nearly two 
hours away, enjoyed the demonstrations and the 
barbecue lunch that the high school K-Club spon-
sored.

Because of rain in the morning, the wreath-lay-
ing ceremony was moved from the battle site to 
the Pope Community Center. A total of 95 wreaths 
were presented including the SC Society wreath 
by Steve Blackwell, Upstate Region vice president, 
and the Gen. Daniel Morgan wreath by Chapter 
President Don Wilder. 

South Carolina flag flown  
at 230th anniversary 
of Battle of Kettle Creek

KETTLE CREEK COMMEMORATION — Sam 
Powell (left), NC Society SAR president, and Mark 
Anthony, SC Society secretary, march in the Feb. 14 
parade in Washington, Ga. [Photo by Bob Yankle, 
NCSSAR]
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SCSSAR represented at Cowan’s Ford ceremony
By Mark Anthony
SCSSAR State Secretary

HUNTERSVILLE, N.C. – SCSSAR members 
participated in the ceremony celebrating the 228th 
anniversary of the Battle of Cowan’s Ford outside 
of Charlotte, N.C., Saturday, Jan. 31.

The commemoration began with a biscuit break-
fast provided by the NC Society SAR at Hopewell 
Presbyterian Church, where many of the patriots 
who participated in the battle are buried, including 

Gen. William Davidson.
A memorial service was 

conducted in the church, 
where Charles Baxley, edi-
tor of Southern Campaigns 
of the American Revolu-
tion newsletter, presented 
the keynote address on the 
battle itself. 

After the service, the 
participants followed the 
massed color guard out to 
the Davidson memorial, 
where a  wreath-laying cer-
emony took place. 

The Battle of Cowan’s 
Ford was fought two weeks 
after the Battle of Cowpens 
as Gen. Charles Cornwallis 
was beginning his pursuit 
of Gen. Nathanael Greene 
in what is now known as the Race to the Dan.  

Greene had detached a local militia unit under 
the command of Gen. Davidson, for whom Davidson 
College is named, to serve as a rear guard at three 
strategic crossings along the Yadkin River. Davidson’s 
main force of nearly 175 men was placed at Cowan’s 
Ford and eventually faced nearly 1,700 Redcoats — 
the main British force under Cornwallis. The Patriots 
held off the British for nearly eight hours. However, 
before retreating, Gen. Davidson was killed.  

The eight hour delay created a gap that Corn-
wallis could not close allowing Greene to success-
fully cross the Dan River into the safety of Virginia 
on Feb. 14, 1781. 

Representing the SCSSAR at this commemo-
ration were Steve Blackwell, Upstate Region vice 
president; Mark Anthony, state secretary; Don 
Wilder, president of the Gen. Daniel Morgan chap-
ter; and Charles Augur, a member of the Gen. Dan-
iel Morgan chapter. 

DAVIDSON MEMORIAL — Charles Augur (right) 
renders honors at the Davidson Memorial [Photo by 
Rosemary Augur]

MASSED COLOR GUARD — North Carolina Society and South Carolina So-
ciety Color Guard [Photo by Charles Augur]

SCSSAR	President	Paul	Grier	(second	from	right)	installs	Cambridge	Chapter	officers	
for	 2009	 at	 the	Chapter’s	 Patriot	 Dinner	 Feb.	 10.	 From	 left:	 Eric	Williams;	 incoming	
Chapter	 President	 Ted	Morton;	 and	Melvin	 Foshee,	Chapter	 secretary	 and	 outgoing	
chapter president.

Cambridge Officers

SAR members gather in Cape Canaveral, Fla., Feb. 28 to commemorate the last na-
val battle of the Revolutionary War. From left: Miles Gardner (Genealogist SCSSAR), 
David Kelsey (Flagler Chapter), Lindsey Cook Brook (Vice President General South 
Atlantic Region) and Larry Hull (SCSSAR). The battle took place March 10, 1783, when 
three British ships sighted two Continental Navy ships, the Alliance commanded by 
Captain John Barry and the Duc de Lauzun commanded by Captain John Green sail-
ing northward along the coast of Florida. The Continental ships were loaded with 
72,000 Spanish sliver dollars they were taking from Havana, Cuba, to Philadelphia to 
support the Continental Army. After a battle of less than one hour, the badly damaged 
HMS Sybil	fled.	The	Continental	ships	continued	on	their	mission	the	following	day.

Last Naval Battle

“The preservation of the sacred fire of liberty, and the destiny 
of the republican model of government, are justly considered as 
deeply, perhaps as finally, staked on the experiment entrusted to 
the hands of the American People.” George Washington, First 
Inaugural Address, April 30, 1789.

“Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political 
prosperity, Religion and morality are indispensable supports. In 
vain would that man claim the tribute of Patriotism, who should 
labor to subvert these great Pillars of human happiness — these 
firmest props of the duties of Men and citizens.” George Wash-
ington, Farewell Address, Sept. 19, 1796.
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By Joe Goldsmith
Secretary, Gen. James Williams Chapter

SALUDA COUNTY — The Ambush at Mine 
Creek has been called the Lexington and Concord of 
South Carolina. The late Dr. Terry Lipscombe, cura-
tor of the Carolinianna Library, and most historians 
have considered it to be a lost site. While not a large 
engagement in terms of men or area, the scope of its 
results was widespread and long lasting.

Tories attack
On Nov. 3, 1775, an unspecified number of 

wagons bound from Charleston to Cambridge 
(modern day Ninety Six) were ambushed by area 
Tories. They were under the overall command of 
Col. Patrick Cunningham, father of Bloody Bill 
Cunningham.

The wagons were loaded with barrels of gun 
powder, axes, shovels, cloth, glass beads and trade 
goods that the Council of Safety had sent as the 
first annual tribute installment of goods to the 
Cherokee. The Native Americans greatly outnum-
bered Europeans in the back country, and were 
growing more and more alarmed at the incursion 
of the whites and their land usage. 

As a result Col. Richard Richardson and sev-
eral members of the Council of Safety (including 
Justice William Henry Drayton, Patriot ances-
tor of our History Committee chairman, Theron 
Drayton) mustered as many troops and militia 
as possible at Ninety Six and invited the leading 
Cherokees, which he treated to a military parade  
and feast in their honor. The conclusion of this 
was a treaty dated Sept. 16, 1775 in which the 
Patriots agreed to supply materiel for their sup-
port.  

The Patriots by not being able to keep their end 
of the bargain, and under suspicious circumstanc-
es, this event in one fell swoop, set a local force 
of thousands of formidable warriors against the 
Patriot cause, and led directly to a major uprising 
in the Upstate and the first Battle of Ninety Six 
(Williamson’s or the Stockade Fort), as well as an 
ongoing second front throughout the rest of the 
war.

 According to one eye witness report, the wag-
ons and their escorts were ambushed by Cunning-
ham’s men while crossing Mine Creek. Only one 
road connected Ninety Six and Charleston. 

 
Search begins

The History Committee of the Gen. James 
Williams Chapter set about to research old 
maps and tax records. Then comparing them to 
modern maps we decided that we could locate 
the Old Charleston Road and follow it to where 
it crosses Mine Creek in Saluda County. After 
a meeting in the Newberry Library, then a re-
con trip to the area, we held our field trip on a 
drizzling morning of Feb. 14 and were rewarded 
with the crossing being adjacent to a modern 
culvert-style bridge.   

The original roadbed closely parallels a well 
maintained packed gravel road bearing the cur-
rent name, of all things, Old Charleston Road. 
We must not draw too fine of a point about the 
exact location because all participants were 
mounted except for the wagon drivers so the 
fighting could have ranged over an area of an 
acre or more. 

At any rate, we are now convinced that the lost 
site has been found and we are also convinced 
that it will rarely if ever again be as easy to find 
a lost battle site from more than 234 years ago. 
The location is about 17 air miles from the Na-
tional Battlefield Park entrance at Ninety Six or a 
about a day’s journey by wagon. The coordinates 
are 33.9332N.; 81.7648 W.

SAR chapter finds lost battle site in Saluda County 

Calendar of Events
March 14, Saturday, 11 a.m. Battle of Guilford Courthouse
    Sponsored by NC Society SAR

March 21, Saturday, 10 a.m. Marking of 51 Patriot graves
    Sponsored by SC Society DAR

March 28, Saturday, 1 p.m. State Orations Contest Finals  
    ***New Date***

March 31, Tuesday  DEADLINE — State Knight Essay Winner 
     due to National Committee

April 1, Wednesday  DEADLINE — Local Poster Contest Winners 
     due to Americanism Chair

April 4, Saturday  Siege of Ninety Six
    Sponsored by Cambridge Chapter

April 17-18   SCSSAR Annual Meeting
Friday-Saturday

April 24-25   South Atlantic District Meeting
    
May 1, Friday  DEADLINE — State ROTC Cadet of the Year Winner 
     due to National Chair

May 23, Saturday, 10:30 a.m. Buford’s Massacre Celebration  
    Sponsored by Gen. Francis Marion Chapter

May 25, Monday  Gen. James Williams Plaque Dedication
    Daniel Morgan & James Williams chapters

June 27, Saturday  Carolina Day

July	3,	Friday	 	 	 Marking	of	five	patriot	graves
    Sponsored by Gen. Andrew Pickens Chapter

July 4-8   119th NSSAR National Congress
Saturday-Wednesday

July 18, Saturday, 10 a.m. Board of Governors Meeting

Details for these events can be found on the SCSSAR web site (www.scssar.org)  
and other state society websites under the Calendar tab. 

Greensboro, N.C.

Clover, S.C.

Columbia, S.C.

Ninety Six, S.C.

Santee, S.C.

Kissimmee, Fla.

Lancaster, S.C.

Gaffney, S.C.

Charleston, S.C.

I-85 Welcome Center

Atlanta

Columbia, S.C.

HISTORY COMMITTEE AT WORK — The History Committee of the Gen. James Williams Chapter studies 
an old map Feb. 14 to determine where the OId Ninety Six Road crosses Mine Creek to locate the logical 
site where the battle took place. From left: Phil Adair, Jim Livingston, Theron Drayton (chair), Norm Pigeon 
and	Gary	Griffith.	[Photo	by	Joe	Goldsmith]
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Center for Advancing American Heritage  
needs your support

By Mark Anthony 
SCSSAR Secretary

The SCSSAR continues to show its support of 
the NSSAR’s Center for Advancing American Heri-
tage.   

The following chart details this progress:

At the 2008 National Congress, three specific 
benchmarks were established for the Capital Cam-
paign:

1) Each state society will have at least 20 per-
cent of its membership become donors to the Cen-
ter for Advancing American Heritage.

2) Each state society will meet an average gift 
of $250 per member within the state society.

3) 100 percent of the recognized SAR Societies 
will meet these benchmarks by Dec. 31, 2013.

To help in meeting these two benchmarks, all 
previous gifts and donors who contributed before 
2008 will count toward these goals. Obviously the 
SCSSAR has a long way to go to meet these bench-
marks. The question now becomes how the SCSSAR 
will meet these established benchmarks.  

The participation rate benchmark is the easiest 
one to meet. Based on current membership levels, a 
total of 141 members must be donors, which equates 
to a 45 percent increase in the number of donors.  

To meet the average donation benchmark, the 
SCSSAR would to have total donations of $176,500 
(based on current membership levels).     

If you have not donated to the Center for Ad-
vancing American Heritage, please consider do-
ing so. If you do decide to donate, please keep the 
$250 per member benchmark in mind — though 
any amount is welcomed and will help drive up the 
participation rate.

If you have given to the Center for Advancing 
American Heritage in the past, please consider an 
additional donation, especially if you are able to 
bring your total donation up to or above the $250 
level. By increasing your donated amount, you will 
increase the average per member amount as well.  

Please note that for proper credit to be given 
with respect to the established benchmarks, all do-
nations need to be sent directly to The SAR Foun-
dation along with the completed donor form that 
can be found on the NSSAR website. 

The following lists the 83 SCSSAR compatriots 
who have already donated to the Center for Ad-
vancing American Heritage. As a member of the 
task force that is currently working to design the 
educational space within the Center, let me say 
thank you for your support that has brought the 
Sons of the American Revolution to this exciting 
moment in time.  

 $1,000 plus 
Mark C. Anthony
Paul L. Grier
Abner P. Stockman Jr.
William B. Ten Eyck

$999 - $500
Ladson A. Barnes Jr.
Eldon D. Bullington
J. Michael Farr

$499 - $250

Ernest Leon Hatchell Jr.
Capt. Dean J. Hewitt Jr.
Edward P. King
Ted Morton Jr.

Greg Ohanesian
South Carolina Society SAR**
Evelyn P. Tollison**

$249 - $100
James C. Antisdel
Major Gassiway H. Berry
Warren W. Carothers
Dr. James R. Carroll
Furman F. Cole
Dr. Samuel P. Davis Sr.
Lt. Col. Harvey M. Dick
George W. Dudley Jr.
Harold R. Gault Sr.
James H. Gressett Jr.
George B. Hartness
John P. Jennings
Francis W. Lachicotte IV
Frank O. Meade
B. Scott McConnell
Earl W. McCrackin
Robert C. McQuillan Sr.
Nancy S. Pitts**
John L. Ramsey
Brig. Gen. Francis D. Rogers Jr.
Gilbert A. Smith
Rev. H. Leroy Stewart
David C. Waters
David H. Witt

$99 - $1
Joe M. Alexander
William T. Allgood

Ronald D. Althoff
Richard G. Augur
O. Heyward Bellamy Jr.
Jay D. Bilyeu
Thomas W. Broadway
Dr. Gorman L.D. Burnett
Andrew W. Chandler
Col. Chester F. Cotter
William H. Culley
Capt. C. Dean Cullison
Dr. Max A Culp
Charles E. Davis Jr.
Dr. Fletcher C. Derrick Jr.
Douglas B. Doster
Henry L. DuRant
Julian H. Foster
Gen. James Williams Chapter, SCSSAR**
Rev. George B Goldsmith Jr.
Gov. Paul Hamilton Chapter, SCSSAR**
Greenville Chapter, NSCAR**
George B. Hodgkiss Jr.
Hugh C. Horry
Elder H. Jones Sr.
Joseph F. Kirby
Herbert D. Kleine
W. Thomas Logan
Earl W. McCrackin
Rev. Dr. Robert E.H. Peeples
William L. Perry 
William C. Prewitt
Dr. Benjamin F. Sheftall
Ernest J. Sifford Jr.
The Honorable Carl J. Smith
Jasper K. Smith
Robert P. Smith
John R. Stillwagon Jr.
Wendell H. Tiller Sr.
Dean V Traxler
James D. Trout Jr.
Max B. Trout
Frank Vartorella
Lt. Jg. Richard G. Watson Jr.
Howard H. Whitehurst
Dr. Ward C. Worthington Jr.

**Not an individual member of the Sons of the Ameri-
can Revolution

Society Membership 
Total Donors 
Participation Rate
Total Amount Donated
Donation per Member

*Does not include nearly $600 that was donated as part of members’ dues payments. These will be acknowledged in the report for 
the first quarter of 2009.  

July 28, 2008 Sept. 30, 2008 Dec. 31, 2008
690
78

11.3%
$10,200
$14.78

705
78

11.1%
$11,200 
$15.88

736
83

11.3%
$11,960 
$16.25

2009 Buford’s Massacre Commemoration
The Gen. Francis Marion Chapter will host the State Society’s annual Buford’s Massacre Commemora-

tion this year on Saturday, May 23 (Memorial Day Weekend), at 10:30 a.m., at the monument site (near the 
intersection of S.C. Highway 9 and S.C. Highway 522) about nine miles east of Lancaster.

The surrounding community has, in the past, supported the event through its attendance (80 to 100) and 
on occasion, provided information about local participants at the battle and past commemorations. Laura 
Ledford, a park ranger with the South Carolina State Parks, will provide some support for the event as in 
the past.

The event will include a series of speakers (limited time allotments) as well as the presentation of wreaths 
at the monuments. Those wishing to participate or attend may complete the following form or write to Greg 
Ohanesian at P.O. Box 1373, Bennettsville, SC, 29512-1373, or call him at 843-479-7193.

Name of society/chapter/individual

Lay a wreath at U.S. monument? No          Yes        Presenter 

Wreath dedicated to 

Bringing	unit/chapter	flag?																			Yes								No							Color	Guard?	Yes												No	    

Number of members expected to attend                In Uniform or Colonial dress

First                                         Middle                                        Last



By Mark C. Anthony 
SCSSAR Secretary

COLUMBIA—The Board of Governors quarter-
ly meeting took place at the Northeast Branch of 
the Richland County Public Library in Columbia 
Saturday, Jan. 10.

The reports package prepared before the meet-
ing contained reports from 15 of the 16 chapters, 
21 of the 22 committees, and 16 of the 19 officers.  

During the chapter reports, the following 
items were discussed:

l Cambridge Chapter announced a commemo-
ration scheduled to occur at Star Fort in Ninety 
Six April 4 (see announcement on page 10).

l Gov. Paul Hamilton Chapter announced that 
it is interested in raising funds to purchase the 
gravesite of Thomas Heyward, one of the Decla-
ration of Independence signers from South Caro-
lina.

During the committee reports, the following 
items were discussed:

l Greg Ohanesian, Colonial Ball chairman, re-
ported that three applications have already been 
received (see story on page 8 for additional details 
on the Colonial Ball).

l Doug Doster, Eagle Scout chairman, reported 
that five applications had been received.

l Greg Ohanesian, Knight Essay chairman, re-
ported that a number of entries had been received 
just before the meeting.

l Redding I. “Rick” Corbett III, Rumbaugh Ora-
tions co-chairman, reported on deadlines and pro-
cedures for this contest. Regional contests will de-
termine five finalists to compete on the state level. 

Old business concerned the following items:
l The Art Project Committee presented a pro-

posal to settle the amount of money owed to the 
artist related to the paintings that have not yet been 
sold. A proposal was approved and final settlement 
will occur after Aug. 1, after which time any sale 
proceeds will be retained by the state society. 

l The Americanism Committee reported back 
on the Education Committee proposal to establish 
a Reading Program to encourage reading on the 
Revolution among school children that had been 
tabled and referred to the committee by the Board 
of Governors. The Americanism Committee rec-
ommended approval of this program, which was 
done by the Board of Governors.  (See additional 
story on page 11.)

l The Americanism Committee reported back 
on a second Education Committee proposal that 
had similarly been referred to it by the Board of 
Governors concerning the Americanism Poster 
Contest. The committee reported back that this 
was already an existing program and no further 
action was required. 

l A third motion referred to the Americanism 
Committee regarding an officer recognition pro-
gram was referred to the Medals and Awards Com-
mittee for action since this type of program is not 
within the stated charge of the Americanism Com-
mittee.

The following new business items were dis-
cussed:

l President Paul Grier informed the Board of 
Governors about an invitation from the State of 
South Carolina concerning an SAR Day at the 
state capitol. The Board of Governors advised that 

while honored by the invitation, it was not deemed 
appropriate given that the SAR is an apolitical en-
tity. Instead, an invitation would be extended to 
have Lt. Gov. Andre Bauer, who is an SCSSAR 
member, speak at the annual state meeting. (At the 
time of publication, a formal reply has not been 
received.)

l The Gen. James Williams Chapter made a 
motion to set dues for junior members (those un-
der the age of 21) at $10 a year. This motion was 
amended to take effect beginning with dues bill-
ings for 2010 and that any new junior members 
until that time will still pay the $20 dues amount 
with their applications. This motion was passed. 

l Greg Ohanesian, state treasurer, presented the 
2009 SCSSAR state budget, which was approved 
by the Board of Governors.

l Mark Anthony, 2014 National Congress Com-
mittee chairman, presented information on host 
sites for the proposed congress. The Board of 
Governors approved the city of Greenville as the 
first choice, the city of Spartanburg as the sec-
ond choice, and the city of Charleston as the third 
choice. The committee said it would prepare a for-
mal presentation for the National Congress Plan-
ning Committee for presentation at the March 3 
Spring Leadership Meeting. 

l Four proposed amendments to the SCSSAR 
Constitution and Bylaws were presented. The 
Board of Governors referred these to the state 
chancellor for his opinion on the constitutionality 

of these proposals. (Please see the list of proposed 
amendments that will be considered at the annual 
state meeting on page 5.)

Before the recessional was heard, the following 
announcements were made:

l Past President Bill Allgood presented Ralph 
Welton, president of the Gen. Andrew Pickens 
Chapter, with the chapter gavel he found in his 
home. This gavel was made from the wood of a 
tree that had been on Gen. Pickens’ Hopewell 
plantation. 

l Past President Allgood also announced that 
the Bobby Moss book had been located and was 
being passed among the past presidents for in-
scriptions.

l The commemoration of Buford’s Massacre 
will take place Saturday, May 23, in Lancaster.

l Ralph Welton, president of the Gen. Andrew 
Pickens Chapter, announced that the State of 
South Carolina had approached the chapter to 
conduct a grave-marking for five patriots buried 
at the Welcome Center on I-85 at the South Caro-
lina/Georgia state line. This ceremony is sched-
uled for Friday, July 3. More details will be forth-
coming.

l Doug Doster, senior vice president, reminded 
everyone that the annual state meeting will take 
place in Santee, Friday and Saturday, April 17 and 
18.  

l The next Board of Governors meeting is 
scheduled for Saturday, July 18.

Summary of business conducted  
at January Board of Governors meeting
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Col. Joseph Kershaw Chapter: Herman E. 
Ruby, patriot ancestor John Hughes.

Col. Lemuel Benton Chapter: Chadwick Smith, 
patriot ancestor John Koontz.

Col. Robert Anderson Chapter: Danny W.  
McCall, patriot ancestor Robert Orr.

James D. Norris, patriot ancestor Jordan Hol-
combe.

Charles M. Satterfield, patriot ancestor Jo-
seph Purinton (Purrinton).

Col. Thomas Taylor Chapter: Dr. Rice R. Hol-

Welcome new SCSSAR members
combe, patriot ancestor Henry Holcombe.

Dr. George Mosse Chapter: Terry J. Block, pa-
triot ancestor Thomas Horth.

Gen. James Williams Chapter: Theron J. Dray-
ton, patriot ancestor William Henry Drayton.

Gov. Paul Hamilton Chapter: Elias W. Nettles 
III, patriot ancestor Thomas Odill.

At Large: Carroll M. Worthington Jr., patriot 
ancestor Elijah Hildreth.

Robert C. Worthington, patriot ancestor Eli-
jah Hildreth.

During the October Board of 
Governors meeting a program 
was approved to encourage chap-
ters to locate, report and mark 
the graves of Patriots of the Rev-
olution within their chapter ser-
vice areas. 

The recognition will cover ac-
tivity during a calendar year and 
consists of a 36 inch indigo flag 
streamer with the letters SCSSAR 
embossed in gold, supplemented 
by gold and silver stars. The chap-
ter name, date and type of award 
will be written on the tag and pre-
sented at the annual awards din-
ner.

A streamer will be awarded for 
the first proper Patriot grave that 
is marked by the chapter using 

the ceremony conducted accord-
ing to the NSSAR Handbook. 

A printable checklist is includ-
ed in the Patriot Graves section 
of the South Carolina Society 
Sons of the American Revolution 
website at www.scssar.org. 

A silver star will be added for 
each five newly discovered Pa-
triot graves properly reported for 
inclusion on the SCSSAR web-
site and reported to the NSSAR 
Patriot Graves Committee and 
NSSAR Patriot Index Commit-
tee.  

A gold star will be attached for 
each five graves properly marked. 
Stars earned during subsequent 
years may be added to the exist-
ing streamer. Joe Goldsmith.

Chapter streamers for Patriot Graves Program



Daniel Morgan Chapter hosts Cowpens ceremonies
By Mark Anthony
SCSSAR State Secretary

CHESNEE — The Gen. Daniel Morgan Chapter 
once again hosted the Battle of Cowpens weekend 

celebrating the 228th 
anniversary of that 
pivotal battle.  

The weekend began 
Friday evening, Jan. 
16, with a reception 
at the Super 8 Motel 
in Gaffney, where the 
South Carolina Soci-
ety hosted nearly 50 
members of the Sons 
of the American Revo-
lution and their spous-
es before dinner at 
the Sage Brush Steak 
House.  

On Saturday morn-
ing, a brief ceremony 
was conducted at the 
Daniel Morgan Statue 
in downtown Spartan-
burg. A massed color 

guard composed of SAR members from eight state 
societies and the SC Society CAR presented the 
colors. Then representatives of the various patri-
otic and historical societies were invited by Chief 
Ranger Kathy McKay to lay a carnation at the base 
of the statue. 

That afternoon, a formal wreath-laying cere-
mony took place at the federal monument in front 
of the National Park Service headquarters build-
ing on the battlefield. At this ceremony, 85 wreaths 
were presented by members of the SAR, DAR, CAR 
and other patriotic and historical organizations.

At the start of the ceremony, a massed color 
guard with more than 60 SAR and CAR members 
advanced the colors before an assembled crowd 
of more than 200 people. Don Wilder, president 
of the Gen. Daniel Morgan Chapter, served as the 
master of ceremonies.

During the ceremony, park rangers read the 
names of the patriots who are known to have been 
killed at the battle as well the names of the service-
men who died on both U.S. Naval vessels named 
for the battle.   

The following chapters of the South Carolina  
Society presented wreaths at the ceremony in ad-
dition to the State Society wreath: Battle of Eu-

SAR Applications

Please mail all new member and supplemen-
tal applications to

Compatriot John T. Smith
SCSSAR State Registrar
598 Sloan Rd.
Lyman, SC 29365

If you need to contact Compatriot Smith, he 
can be reached by phone at 864-877-9909 or by 
e-mail at smith702142@bellsouth.net.
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RENDERING HONORS — 
Paul Grier, president of the  
SCSSAR, advances to render 
honors [Photo by Bob Yankle, 
NCSSAR]

COLOR GUARD — Will Flint, a member of the Gen. Daniel 
Morgan Chapter, participates in the color guard [Photo by 
Bob Yankle, NCSSAR]

taw Springs, Cambridge, Col. Robert Anderson, 
Dr. George Mosse, Gen. Daniel Morgan and Gen. 
James Williams.

By Ted Morton
Cambridge Chapter

BERKELEY COUNTY — The burial site of 
Gen. Francis Marion, Revolutionary War Patriot, 
has been restored thanks to a joint venture of the 
State of South Carolina, Berkeley County and the 
South Carolina State Society of the National Soci-
ety of the Daughters of the American Revolution. 

Restoration began in 2008 when Bonnie Scales 
Glasgow, DAR state regent, said yes to a request 
from the South Carolina Budget and Control 
Board to participate in the project.

The call Mrs. Glasgow received was a request 
for the State Society NSDAR to accept a grant of 
$50,000 designated for repairs and restoration of 
the burial site of South Carolina’s most illustrious 
Patriot, Francis Marion. The burial site, located on 
Belle Isle Plantation in Berkeley County, is not far 
from the Santee River. Entrance to the site is from 
South Carolina Hwy. 45, which runs from St. Ste-
phen to Eadytown on the shores of Lake Marion.

Daniel J. Bell, Historic Resource coordinator for 
the S.C. State Park Service of the S.C. Department 
of Parks, Recreation and Tourism, worked with the 
DAR to arrange contracts for the several phases of 
the work. Vintage Metalwork Inc. of Milford, Dela-
ware, won the contract for restoring four original 

wrought and cast iron 
fence panels. The contrac-
tor repaired broken sec-
tions of the gates and fence 
and fabricated new parts to 
replace missing parts. Ma-
sonry work was repaired 
before the fence and gates 
were reinstalled. Bronze 
plaques on the gate pillars 
were refinished before be-
ing reinstalled.

Masonry work was re-
quired to restore the foun-
dation coping of the tomb. 
Gen. Marion and his wife, 
Mary Esther, are buried at 
this historic site. Francis 
Marion did not marry until 
after the Revolution, and he 
and his wife had no children. 
The other dozen or more 
burials at this site include 
DuBose and Porcher family 
members, all with a Francis 
Marion relationship. Repairs have been made to re-
store all grave markers as fully as possible.

Berkeley County has resurfaced the road that 
leads from Hwy. 45 to the tomb site and a new sign 
has been installed to direct motorists to the site.

“We were honored to be asked to assist with this 

Gen. Francis Marion tomb restoration nears completion

GEN. FRANCIS MARION TOMB RESTORATION SITE IN BERKELEY COUNTY 
[Photo by Bonnie Glasgow]

important restoration project,” Mrs. Glasgow said. 
“Historic preservation and honoring our Patriots 
are key elements of the National and State Societ-
ies of the DAR, hence the special appeal of this en-
deavor. We are grateful to the State and Berkeley 
County for joining with us in this project.”

CAMDEN — The American Revolution Associ-
ation (www.southerncampaign.org) has published 
its first edition of American Revolution magazine 
and is offering a free complimentary copy to  
SCSSAR members.

The first issue contains items about young 
Francis Marion with the Cherokees; the Washing-
ton-Rocheambeau Route; the Clark Memorial at 
Vincennes, Indiana; the new American Revolution 
Center planned at Valley Forge; Riflemen at Bos-
ton; 18th Century Drill Manuals; the Second Battle 

American Revolution magazine offered to SCSSAR members
of Princeton; the first compilation of the Battle at 
Lenud’s Ferry; and much more. 

If you have not yet received your first compli-
mentary copy, please send your mailing address to 
ARA below. If you have received your copy, please 
spread the word to interested individuals and re-
tail distributors.   

David Paul Reuwer, American Revolution Asso-
ciation, 306 Hampton Park (office), P.O. Box 1716, 
Camden, SC 29021, (803) 425-8710 office; (803) 
549-6710 mobile.


