
el 24 de mayo 
 

Fechas Importantes / Important  
Dates 
Conferences 
May 17 
Memorial Day- No School 
May 27 
Last Day of School 
June 6 

 

Fall Enrollment 
It’s almost here! We’ve almost 
completed an entire preschool year! 
Wow! Everyone has changed and 
grown so much! We are looking 
forward to our returning preschool 
friends in the fall. 
Returning families, please be sure to 
pay your enrollment fee and first 
week’s tuition for September by  May 
30th. 

 

End of the Year 
 
We will have some 
special activities 
the last week of 
school. More 
information 

coming closer to that date.  
We will also be “cleaning house” and 
sending home any extra clothes, art 
projects, and other personal 
belongings.  

 

Marie showing the kids a map with 
geological changes in the earth over 
time…...all the way back to 700 million 
years ago! This discussion all started 
with kids’ questions about lemurs from a 
book. 
 
 

CLOTHING FOR 
OUTSIDE TIME 
Rain boots are 
appreciated when it’s 
been wet or with a rain 
forecast for the day. We 
will go outside in a light rain. There’s tons 
of fun to be had: searching for worms on 
the sidewalk, watching how water flows in 
the gutters, or reaching up and shaking a 
tree branch making the drops fall off all 
over us!  

 

 



Literacy 
 
Peep  by Kevin Luthardt was a book 

we used to 
talk about 
telling a 
story. It is a 
picture 
book that 
has very 
few written 
words. We 
talked 

about looking at the picture to tell the 
story. This is exactly how children 
enjoy books by themselves before 
being able to actually read. 
Independent “reading” during early 
childhood is important in literacy 
development.  Children use emergent 
reading skills independently that they 
have experienced while being read to. 
Early on, children show that they can 
orient the book correctly and turn 
pages. As literacy development 
advances, while enjoying books by 
themselves, children notice features of 
print such as uppercase or lowercase 
letters, punctuation, spaces between 
words,  that some words are longer 
than others, begin to decode single 
words, and show awareness of 
tracking print. 
La Gallinita Roja , (The Little Red Hen) 
we read together in both languages. 
Stories with a repetitive storyline are 
often chosen to read with  children.  
“Predictable books have rhyming or 
repetitive word patterns, familiar 
concepts and simple story lines. 
When children are pre-readers and 
beginning readers, adults should 

continually model for the future reader 
how the reading process works. 
Predictable books can be a vital part 
of this modeling, without necessarily 
instructing the child in these skills. 
Predictable books are excellent 
examples and provide support in the 
following ways: 

● The text and illustrations 
enable children to anticipate 
words, phrases or events. 

● Predictable books can be 
stepping stones in the 
reading developmental 
process because they are 
engaging and interesting to 
young children. The listener 
can also participate in the 
reading. 

● Repetitive phrases can help 
children follow storylines and 
more fully understand the 
sequence in a story. 

● Predictable books have 
wonderful story patterns that 
help the reader deliver the 
story with fluency and 
rhythm.” 

https://astrugglingreader.wordpress.c
om/2013/04/09/repetitive-or-predictabl
e-texts/ 

 
 
 
 
 

 



el español 
Our routine continues to add in new 
words: 
¿Tienes hambre? 
               Are you hungry? 
Tengo hambre. 
             I’m hungry. 
Tengo muchísimo hambre. 
          I’m very, very hungry. 
Tengo sed. 
         I’m thirsty. 
Formamos fila. 
        We are lining up. 
dados - dice 
Vamos a contar. 
       Let’s count. 
¿Cuántas cucharas necesitamos? 
        How many spoons do we need? 
la gallinita roja - the little red hen 
granja - farm 
granos de trigo - grains of wheat 
cortar - to cut 
animales - animals 
suspiró - she sighed 
la vaca - the cow 
pan - bread 
aroma - aroma 
yo no - not me 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Literacy Development 
We have been encouraging writing 
since the very first days of preschool. 
Name writing is part of our daily 
routine.  Children are also encouraged 
to always write their name on any art 
that they have created.  We 
demonstrate writing as part of our day, 
writing our menu items when we eat, 

writing as part of our discussions, and 
we explicitly name the writing that we 
do and its purpose, “I’m writing this 
note to help me remember to get…..” 
We also intentionally set up a lot of 
opportunities for writing in play.  We 
are giving kids numerous opportunities 
to write with a wide range of results. 
Children that are choosing to write 
often are developing their writing in a 
natural context with a natural skill 
progression.  
Stages of Writing 

● The first basic stage is 
scribble writing. 

● The second stage involves 
“letter like” markings, some 
may resemble letters and 
others may look more like 
shapes. 

● The third stage is when the 
child makes continuous 
strings of letters. 

● In the fourth stage the child 
actually begins to make 
some letter/sound matches 
in his writing; for example 
he may write the letter “F” 
next to his picture of a fish. 

● In the fifth stage the child 
will begin to use more 
conventional spellings of 
words. 

Purpose of Writing 

What is the actual purpose of writing in 
pre-k? I once saw a poster in a classroom 
that said “The top ten ways to become a 
better reader: read, read, read, read, read, 
read… “. The very same is true for 

 



writing, the best way for children to 
understand that print carries a message 
and to begin developing their writing 
abilities is to provide them with consistent 
opportunities to write. The more 
experiences children have with using 
writing tools and writing on blank paper, 
the more quickly they begin to understand 
the purpose of writing and how writing 
works. 

https://www.pre-kpages.com/writing/ 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Building cooperatively with the straw 
connectors.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  Enjoying a walk on one of  
                  the many misty days.  
                  Balance beam walking was  
                  great fun! 
 

 



 

Las Matemáticas 
Tally marks are a new math concept 
that we have been practicing daily.  
Each child has been writing tally 
marks to represent children in 
attendance. We also have been rolling 
dice and writing tally marks for the 
number of pips. Tally marks show 
children another way to count and a 
means with which to collect data. We 
also had a table activity set up in 
which children collected data on which 
side of the coin landed up: red or blue. 
That explains the sheets that came 
home with numerous lines written on 
them! 

 
 

 
We did some math activities with post-it 
notes up to 100. We made our chart 
1-20 putting numbers up sequentially. 
Then, for the 30s row, we inserted 
numbers in random order. I gave one 
child the number 36 for example, as the 

first one to add to the row. We talked 
about patterns in numbers and that’s 
how to know how to place the numbers. 
It was great fun and we made it to 100! 
 
 

Worms 
We have been reading many books 
about worms as part of our life science 
exploration. Now that we know all 
these facts about worms, time for 
some observations! We made a 
“wormarium” and you easily can make 
one too! 

 
DIY worm farm: 

You Will Need: 

● A large, empty 2-liter bottle (or 
any transparent container of 
similar size and shape). 

● Black construction paper. 
● Scissors. 
● A single hole-punch. 
● Terrain items (sand, dirt, rocks, 

sticks). 
● Worm food (banana peel, apple 

core, or any fruit or vegetable 
scraps).  

● Worms! 

As you can see, all of the items on the 
list are things you can find outside or in 
your recycle bin. Part of the fun is the 
prep work, so let your kids enjoy picking 
out rocks to “decorate” their worm farm, 
and let them participate in a “worm hunt” 
in your garden. Or, take a trip to a bait 
shop. 

 

 



Directions: 

1. Cut off the top part of your water 
bottle.  

2. With the single hole-punch, 
punch a few air holes in the 
cut-off top portion of the bottle. 
These holes will allow the worm 
farm to get oxygen. Hint: This is a 
good time to explain to your 
children that worms need air just 
like people do! 

3. Punch a few holes in the bottom 
of the bottle to allow for drainage.  

4. Let your kids place their rocks in 
the bottom of the bottle to create 
the first layer of the worm farm.  

5. Then, allow them to add a layer 
of sand to the first layer of rocks 
(about two inches) and on top of 
that, a layer of soil from your 
garden (about two inches). After 
adding a few of your worm 
friends, repeat the layers of sand 
and soil until your bottle is almost 
full, adding a few worm buddies 
with each layer. Don’t forget to 
add worm food! Hint: We’ve 
talked about how  worms help to 
decompose things in the soil 
while they eat and are an 
important part of nature’s 
decomposition process. 

6. Tape the top back on to your 
bottle so the contents of your 
worm farm won’t spill out.  

7. Wrap some black construction 
paper around the bottle to 
simulate the darkness of your 
worm friends’ natural habitat.  

(Or, cover it with a kitchen towel 
when you’re not observing to 
leave them in darkness.) 

 

And that’s it! You now have your very 
own worm farm. Now, wait a few days to 
let your new pets get settled in their 
home, and be sure to add moisture 
through the bottle cap in the top. After a 
few days, your worms will have started 
moving around their new habitat, and 
you can take off the paper to peek at 
what they have been doing. Every few 
days, add more bits of your worm food 
to keep your worms fed.  
 

 


