
 
el 8 de marzo 
 

Fechas Importantes / Important  
Dates 
 
Closed for Spring Break 
March 25-29 

 
.  

Las Matemáticas 
 
We have been doing daily counting of 
hands and feet in order to count to 
higher numbers together at circle time. 
After a few weeks of doing that 
counting, we switched to counting 
backwards. We have begun to talk 
about other ways of counting, like by 
twos, fives, or tens.  With our shoe 
store play we were talking about 
measurement and shoe sizes. The 
cashier in the shoe store had the job 
of writing the size and price down of 
each customer’s purchase. Every 
cashier had a chance to practice 
writing numbers and identifying written 
numbers. 

 
 
 

 
Una Canción / A song 
 
We have been singing a song about 
counting backwards in Spanish. It is 
sung to the tune of Happy Birthday. 
Number sense, or the basics of 
learning about numbers, is the first 
vital math skill a child must develop 
before reaching kindergarten. Children 
must learn to count forwards and 
backwards early in childhood to learn 
the relationship between numbers in 
the future. Number sense is a vital skill 
that early childhood educators should 
focus on teaching before children 
reach kindergarten. 
https://education.cu-portland.edu/blog/ 
 
 
Así Contamos Hacia Atrás 
(This is how we count backwards) 
 
quince, catorce, trece, doce, 
once, diez, nueve, ocho, 

 



siete, seis, cinco, cuatro, 
tres, dos, uno, y cero 
así contamos hacia atrás 
así contamos hacia atrás 
desde quince hasta cero 
así contamos hacia atrás 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Literacy 
 
We spent most of two weeks reading 
Llamaron a la puerta  completely in 
Spanish after hearing the story in 
English. It is a repetitive story about 
sharing cookies as more friends knock 
at the door. We played with the idea of 
dividing pretend cookies among 
plates. You might have even heard 
about the activity with tiny cookies 
(Cookie Crisp cereal) and dividing 
them. Kids can play tea party with 
stuffed animals and divide out play 
food evenly. Division can even happen 
at home at snack time. Just set out an 
amount of a snack item that can be 

evenly divided between you and your 
child or you, your child, and your 
child’s sibling.  Kids are ALL ABOUT 
what’s fair, use it to your advantage 
for math learning in a natural context! 
 
Dense Vuelta (Roll Over) has been 
another counting backwards book. It’s 
basically the “ten in the bed, and the 
little one said, roll over” story. We tell 
the story with 10 beanie baby bears 
and get to see each bear fall out of 
bed.  

 

CLOTHING FOR OUTSIDE TIME 
The forecast is actually looking like spring 
temperatures are on the way. Just as a 
reminder, we continue to have the kids 
dress in snow pants for quite a while yet. 
The snowpants help them stay dry, as a 
high percentage of kids’ body parts are in 
contact with the ground when playing 
outside. Please continue to send 
waterproof gloves and hats as well. We 
have kids put on all or less outerwear 
depending on the temperature it is at our 
outside time.  

 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

el español 
Our routine continues to add in new 
words: 
¿Qué hacemos?   What are we doing? 
Almorzamos.      We are having lunch. 
Desayunamos. We are breakfasting. 
Comemos la merienda. 
                    We are eating snack. 
¿Quieres comer? Do you want to eat? 
              Sí, quiero comer. 
 
Other routine Spanish is used during 
transitions.  
Los que tienen mochilas cerca de la 
puerta, pasen. 
Those of you that have backpacks 
near the door, go ahead. (as we go 
from the bathroom to getting dressed 
for outdoors) 
 
Pueden devolver las botellas de agua.  
You can put your water bottle back. 
 
Llevan las botellas a la mochilas. 
Take you water bottles to your 
backpacks. 
 
There is a lot of oral Spanish that the 
children are hearing and responding to 
with their actions. Receptive language, 
understanding what you hear, is a 
precursor to productive, speaking. 
Children are demonstrating their 
understanding of Spanish in context 
and demonstrating their understanding 
either by replying with simple Spanish 
or with an appropriate action.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

Language Development 
 
There are many different areas to 
early childhood language 
development. There are the social 
rules of language, like volume 
moderation, taking turns in a 
conversation, and making appropriate 
eye contact.  There is the amount of 
engagement in a conversation. Can 
the child participate in a conversation 
of three exchanges? (Listen and 
respond for three back-and-forths) 
There is the pronunciation of words, 
using of conventional grammar, and 
expanding vocabulary.  There is 
language comprehension.  There’s a 
lot to model for children and ways to 
elicit more language from them in 
return.  Children can be encouraged to 
use explanatory talk. Adults can model 
by narrating out loud. “I am trying to 
open this jar. The lid seems really 
stuck on. I am going to use this rubber 
pot holder to grip it better. Let’s see if 
that works.”  In order to get more 
expansive productive language, adults 
can ask open-ended questions.  “What 
would happen if…..” , “Why do you 
think…..”.  Open-ended questions not 
only encourage an increase in 
productive language, but in critical 
thinking.  Adults can also help children 
increase their vocabulary by providing 
similar words to ones that children are 
already using.  One can respond to 
“Yummy” with, “You think apples are 
delicious. I do too. Macintosh are so 
tasty, even though they are a little 
tart.”  Repeat and reinforce new words 
and use them in different contexts 
throughout the day.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 


