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It was a busy season this year!

Crier

As mentioned in the President’s article, this has been a 
very busy summer for the club. We like having a variety 
of activities that are of interest to our members. 

StarTech  June 12-14 
This national event was held in Cincinnati and hosted a 
large selection of technical seminars and vendors. Sev-
eral were led by our won members, Ted Gottfried, Fred 
Gwinn, Peter Lesler and Jon Bernardi. The kickoff 
reception was held at the Mercedes-Benz Diamond Club 
at Great American Ball Park. Ladies of Mercedes brought 
Mary Nohr, an independent Mercedes-Benz mechanic 
and shop owner from Napa to conduct a workshop for 
women only. This was followed by a meet and greet also 
sponsored by Ladies of Mercedes.

Spread Eagle June 28
This is 
our largest 
attended 
event and 
was again 
enjoyed 
by about 
60 people 
with representatives from  Martin Motors attending. 
As the sponsor of the event, Fred Martin sends several 
new models as well as representatives. After a wonderful 

meal at the Spread Eagle in 
Hanoverton, participants move 
on  to the home of Frank and 
Mary Alice Cozza for a great 
afternoon of friendship and 
an ice cream social all while 
enjoying the variety of Mer-
cedes-Benz models all around 
the yard.

Super Weekend July 11, 12
On July 11, in preparation for the Concours’d Elegance at 
Gemütlichkeit, National Chief Judge, Pete Lesler taught a 
Judging School in Streetsboro. The day was spent  learning 
the details about the specifics of judging and then fol-
lowed up with practice on the participating cars. On July 
12, about 30 attended the annual Old Car Fun Days held 
this year in the garage of Frank and Mary Alice Cozza. 
George Murphy, National Tech Advisor from Oklahoma, 
was the guest speaker. Hosts Rod Thompson and Ted 
Gottfried planned the agenda and the meal for the day.

Gervasi Vineyard Cruise-In  July 22
Member Richard Self made the arrangements for the 
Mercedes club members and their cars to be the featured 
marque for the night. It was a pleasant evening of cars, 
friendships, wandering the grounds of the vineyard and 
eating at one of the various choices on the grounds. Many 
said they hope it becomes an annual event. 

Huron Yacht Club August 15
This was the third year that members Ron and Darlene 
Renzoni welcomed the club to the Huron Yacht Club for a 
day of casual fun. The day began at Mercedes-Benz North 
Olmsted where we enjoyed donuts and coffee followed 
by a welcome from the staff at the dealership. Again, two 
cars were loaned to the group for the day and awarded by a 
drawing. This year the lucky drivers were Joy Comey and 
Fred Gwinn. A wooden boat show was the event at the 
yacht club and a car show up the hill as well as our M-Bs 
in the parking lot. An early dinner was enjoyed by all as 
well as hors D’Oeuvres upon arrival. Again, this looks like 
it’s becoming 
a favorite an-
nual event.

Ron & Marcia Good 10yr. pin
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Members June 4  — Sept., 2015

Renewals – Glad you’re back!

New Members
Pamela Keresztesy
Ann Huston
Jon Elsasser
James Rector

John Tuck
Frank Cozza
Steve Dobrich
Todd Schneider
Ronald Good
Paul Hamann
Donald Wagner
Josephine Lesler
Beverly Ulrich
John Julius
Robert Deskins

Alex Djuric
Eric Goodrich
Harry Paul
William VerDuin
Andrew Gibson
George Daverio
Werner Heidemann
James Lape
Kennith Bartizal
Willessa Orha
Brant Schnackenberg

Richard Self
Leon Wieber
Edward Yungbluth
Ralph Montalvo
Lee Kalessis
Joe Oberle
Doug Seib
Gregory Mac Hovina
Renold Thompson
Otto Kulda
Robert Hoover

Abdulrahman Alessa
Robert Urbancic
Bruce Steele
Kevin Goodman

Bradley Gwinn
Bill Tilker
Albert Benedetti

Autocross Results
Fastest Time of Day      Car                Seconds
M-Walt Anderson      1997 SL500                42.00             
W-Tracy DiPasquale       2006 SLK55AMG      42.84 

Sports Cars       Car                Seconds
Walt Anderson       1997 SL500               42.00
John Fair       2001 SLK320             42.81
Tracy DiPasquale                2006 SLK55AMG      42.84
Frank Cozza       2013 SLK55AMG      43.51
Dan Marcin       2007 SLK55AMG      43.70

Touring Cars       Car                Seconds
Mary Alice Cozza      2014 CLS550  44.60
Don Velcio       2011 E350 diesel        48.55
Seth Potter       2015 C300W-4  49.06
Dudley Smith           2007 E63 AMG          50.61
Jim Beck       2014 E63 AMG          51.51

Concours results
Best of Show       Car                Points
    Art Hussey       1973 350SL      96.25 
Best of Street
    Bernadette Pavlick      2006 C55AMG           94.099 
Show Cars
  Art Hussey       1973 350SL                96.25 
  Ted Gottfried       1958 190SL                95.75
  Blaine Bell       1961 190SL                95.00
Street Cars
  Bernadette Pavlick      2006 C55AMG           94.099
  Wayne Reck       1988 560SL                93.003
  Larry Philiyaw       2005SL65AMG  92.238
  Alex Djuric       1967 250SL               92.211
  Robert Hoag       2013 SLS AMG         91.670

Complete results can be found on the web site.

Michael Gilbert
Wayne Scholar
Mike Lorentz
Cynthia Smith

Stella Camuso
Lawrence Shafer 
Thomas Detesco
Tyler Rice
Roger Skrocki
Kurt Von Leyser
Harvey Kay
Bert Reimann
Jonathan Veres
Jeffrey Noss 
Ron Degrandis



This has been such a fast moving and 
enjoyable late summer for our Western 
Reserve Section! Our Board and 
members planned a variety of events.

Thank you Mary Alice and Frank 
Cozza for again hosting Spread Eagle 
Tavern and Old Car Fun Day. Old Car 
Fun Day just happened to be one of the 

few rainy days in July. However, Frank Cozza had already 
arranged seating in his finished garage to host George 
Murphy’s technical session. 

Richard Self invited us to the 
Gervasi Winery cruise-in. What 
a beautiful and serene evening 
with about 30 Mercedes-Benzes 
parked against a vineyard 
backdrop. The Gervasi Pagoda 
served as a display for Mike 
Schiltz's 300SL Gullwing, Ted 
Gottfried’s 190S, and Frank 
Cozza's 280SL. 

Diane and Ron Renzoni hosted us for a late lunch at the 
Huron Yacht Club. We met for our caravan to the HYC at 
the North Olmsted MBZ dealership where we had coffee 
and donuts and our members cruised the showroom. Joe 
Arno once again graciously loaned us two demo cars for 
the day. We all enjoyed lunch, the wooden boats, and 
several cars that were in the adjoining car show. 

Gemütlichkeit was an overwhelming success! The 
National MBCA organization wanted to utilize our event 
to re-establish driving events on a national basis. After 
talking with Terry Kiwala, MBCA President, I am certain 
that National MBCA was not disappointed.

What a perfect venue Pitts-Race was for Gemütlichkeit! 
We used its renovated 2.8 mile Grand- Prix track for 
driving and its 6 acre skid pad for Defensive Driving 

and Autocross. Our participants enjoyed their time on 
the track where they were able to explore the limits of 
their cars. Our Defensive Driving and Autocross events 
were a success on Wednesday even through a torrential 
downpour. 

I would like to thank Mary Alice and Frank Cozza and 
Sue and John Morrison for chairing the Gemütlichkeit, 
Priscilla Gwinn for the graphics, our Section Board, 
MBCA, Cleveland and Pittsburgh dealerships, Fred 
Gwinn of Reverse Logic for sponsoring the reception, 
Josie Lesler for the Ladies of Mercedes outing on Molly’s 

Trolley,  and Pete Lesler for 
the  Concours events, and  all 
of you for your tremendous 
effort and support!

As I complete this final month 
of my term as President I 
would like to thank you all for 
your support and participation. 
I am proud to have had the 
opportunity to serve as your 

President! Barb and I have enjoyed all of you, the new 
experiences, and all of the fun times so much! 

I am now thinking ahead by confirming the members of 
our board to ensure our Section’s continued success. There 
are many great opportunities to get involved…big and 
small. I can guarantee it will be a great experience. Please 
consider donating your time to our great Western Reserve 
Section.

President's Message – Farewell! 

Jim Tullis

Missed by the Western Reserve Section
The Western Reserve Section was saddened by the death of board member, Rodney 
Tucker on July 9, at the age of 53. Rod’s first encounter with the Mercedes Club was 
at the new member party at Ganley Mercedes-Benz in Akron.  Rod spent a great 
deal of time talking with Ted Gottfried, club tech specialist, that evening and started 
attending the monthly meetings with Ted. And the rest, as they say, is history. Rod 
became a great fan of the club and its activities, and those who knew him, became a 
great fan of him. Soon wife Trenna joined him at the events and both became a big 
part of the board and the general membership. Rod will be missed by all who knew 
him!



A tale of two 190 Mercedes 2015
Ted Gottfried
For more than 15 years I have been working on two old 
Mercedes: A 1958 190 SL and  1986 190 2.3 16 Valve. 

Over the years one heck of a lot of time and money has 
gone into these two projects. But at thesame time I have 
had  a lot of help and had the good fortune to meet a lot 
of new enthusiasts during the course of these restorations. 
And it has turned out that 2015 has been a very rewarding 
year to enjoy the results 
of all the hundreds and 
hundreds of hours that 
have gone into these 
two cars.

From August 19 
through August 22 this 
year our club hosted 
Gemütlichkeit, nearby 
over in Pennsylvania. 
I had the good fortune 
to have each of my 
cars at this event. And 
the results were not 
bad either. For the 16 Valve there was a similar car from 
Pennsylvania, but the owner had never participated in an 
event of this type. His car had extensive modifications 
to make it a formidable competitor, but in the end his 
brakes let him down. My times were considerably faster. 
But the real test came from the "fun" factor. I have been 
participating in club events for more than 30 years, but 
I can honestly say that I have never had more fun and 
enjoyed track driving more than this event this year.

Of course driving a car that I pretty much brought back 
from a basket case to a formidable road worthy track car 
is satisfaction beyond words. Add to this that it was the 
oldest car at the event makes it even more satisfying.

As an aside, I want to add that I performed a cursory 
technical inspection on all cars at the track. Suffice it to 
say that we had an accident free event. Everyone drove 
within their respective capabilities, and only a few drivers 
were not able to enjoy the entire driving experience 
because of brake failures. Too often brakes can let a driver 
down if adequate preparation has not been made before the 
event.

Now then, for the other car it has been a fantastic summer. 
Back in June I made my first long road trip to Star Tech 
in Cincinnati. I was invited with all expenses paid by 
the club to make a show and tell presentation. Titled Car 
Restoration Is A Contact Sport I emphasized the good 
fortune I have had in developing relationships with many 

experts in the business and hobby of car restoration. I have 
more than forty shops right here in Northern Ohio, and 
many more throughout the country.

The car is Fire Red with Parchment leather interior and 
wide white side wall tires. I believe it is a very striking 
color combination and makes a very positive presentation.

In part because of the Star 
Tech presentation, I was later 
invited to present the car at 
the Mercedes Tent during the 
Concours of the Americas 
at St John's Inn in Plymouth 
Michigan near Detroit at the end 
of July. Again another fantastic 
experience.

However our own Gemütlichkeit 
Concours d'Elegance at the 
Hartwood Acres Estate east of 
Pittsburgh held on Saturday 
August 22 was a truly fantastic 

event. The long front sloping 
lawn in front of the mansion was a fabulous venue to 
display the Show, Street, and Preservation cars that 
attended. My little red car was the oldest car there!

Even though I drove to the event in less than two hours for 
117 miles from my home in Hudson early that Saturday 
morning down the Turnpike, I finished second in the Best 
of Show competition by one half point. Incidentally my 
very good long time friend Gary Goodman deducted one 
quarter point for bugs in the radiator. Guess who forgot last 
minute detailing!!!!!!!!

Anyway, what a summer it has been for my 190's. Next 
summer the big club event will be in Connecticut. I 
seriously doubt that either little car will make such a long 
trip. But then again, I am not getting any younger. Maybe 
yes? Maybe no? For me our Mercedes Benz club events 
are truly rewarding. Again one gets out of what one puts 
into it. Sometimes lots more!!!!!!!



Gemütlichkeit 2015 – Best time ever!
By Don Velcio

“Gemütlichkeit” is roughly translated from the German to 
mean “the spirit of friendship and camaraderie.” I thought 
it was a rather unusual word when I heard it for the first 
time about twenty-five years ago.

In 1991, I was attending 
a Track Time high-
performance driver 
education event at the Mid-
Ohio Sports Car Course. 
At the event I saw two 
gentlemen driving Mercedes-
Benz automobiles. I spoke 
with them, as I had never 
before seen a Mercedes on 
a racetrack. We talked car 
talk, and they told me how well Mercedes handled on the 
track. They and their friends in the Mercedes-Benz Club 
of America were coming to Mid-Ohio in a few weeks for 
an event called Gemütlichkeit. That’s how I first learned of 
the MBCA.

I inquired about attending the event with my lovely wife 
Carol in our 380 SL. I was told that if I joined the MBCA 
and registered for Gemütlichkeit, we would be welcomed. 
And to help me, I was given an MBCA membership 
application. In 1991, we attended our first Gemütlichkeit. 
When we arrived at the registration for the event, Ted 
Gottfried was handling registration duties. When I told 
him our names, he looked inquisitively at me and asked 
how I knew the MBCA national president, Bob Beltz, who 
had recommended me for MBCA membership. Little did 
I realize whom I had been speaking with just a few weeks 
earlier at Mid-Ohio! And that is how Carol and I first 
learned about the spirit of friendship and camaraderie in 
the MBCA and where we began meeting people similarly 
interested in cars and driving that have become life-long 
friends.

Gemütlichkeit is the longest continuously-running national 
event in the MBCA, having begun between 1957 and 1961 
at the Studebaker proving grounds in South Bend, IN. At 
the time, Studebaker was importing the Mercedes marque. 
The exact age of the event is somewhat unclear. It appears 
that perhaps the first Gemütlichkeit was a Studebaker-
sponsored event in 1957, while MBCA sponsored 
Gemütlichkeit in 1961 at the Studebaker facility.

The 2015 version of the event was held in suburban 
Pittsburgh, PA. MBCA national president Terry Kiwala, a 
Western Reserve Section member, and MBCA’s Executive 
Director, Mike Regennitter were in attendance. In a 

nutshell, Gemütlichkeit is an event where big boys and girls 
play with their toys and play with their friends. Instead of 
little kids playing with Tonka trucks and Barbie dolls in a 
sandbox, you see men and women [playing with] driving 
M-B autos, eating and drinking with friends new and old, 
socializing, touring the area, and learning about driving. 

That’s a nice way to spend a 
few days.

Driving with your friends 
and socializing with your 
friends – that’s Gemutlichkeit. 
Regarding driving, this year’s 
event was focused on providing 
participants the opportunity 
to learn how to improve their 
driving skills and further enjoy 

their cars – what they didn’t teach you in Driver’s Ed. 
Hands-on driving opportunities took place at the newly-
expanded Pittsburgh International Raceway facility.

Pittsburgh International Raceway, or Pitt Race as it’s 
frequently called, has a new 2.8 mile long road course with 
significant elevation changes and a huge 6-acre fully-
paved vehicle dynamics area (skid pad area) used by us for 
defensive driving and autocross.

The opportunities to learn about driving improvement 
began at our headquarters hotel where our chief instructors 
and driving participants discussed track driving safety 
points and defensive driving tips, tricks, and exercises. 
At Pitt Race, their professional instructors held a drivers’ 
meeting that reviewed many of the points covered the prior 
evening and readied us for our track driving experience.

On Thursday morning, we were divided into three groups. 
One group would be taking the Defensive Driving (DD) 
course with Frank and Mary Alice Cozza as the principal 
instructors. In Defensive Driving, we learned basic car 
control techniques that could be used to save our lives on 
the street. We learned skills like quickly swerving the car 
into another lane to avoid an accident, braking quickly to 
avoid an obstacle, and much more.

While some of us were taking the DD course, others were 
practicing similar skills on the autocross course. Autocross 
is a lower-speed timed contest where you drive around a 
course laid out with traffic cones. This autocross course had 
sharp turns, serpentine slaloms, 180-degree fast sweepers, 
and a place to rapidly stop. Walt Anderson had the fastest 
time of the day in his SL500 with a time of 42.00 seconds, 
while Tracy DiPasquale was closely behind with the 
women’s FTD of 42.84 seconds in her SLK55 AMG. When 
reviewing the accompanying table of autocross results, be 



sure to notice that the women in our club are some very 
good drivers.

The remaining drivers had the opportunity to drive around 
the new Pitt Race 2.8 mile road course with professional 
instructors riding along to help us learn the track and 
improve our driving skills. This was big fun! We alternated 
run groups in twenty-minute sessions which gave us a 
chance to drive, learn, and mentally process. Then we 
could do it again. Drive – learn – process – smile. That was 
track driving.

Thursday morning about 11:30 a big 
weather front moved through, bringing 
heavy driving rain and gusty winds. 
The volunteer workers in the autocross 
timing area and autocross course got 
instantly soaked. The track session was 
ended due to the threat of lightning, 
the autocross session was ended due to 
wet timing equipment and volunteers, 
and lunch began early. Yes – more 
gemütlichkeit as stories were swapped 
over lunch in the large Pitt Race 
observation/lunch room. Here we saw 
that gemutlichkeit was synonymous 
with “bench-racing.” By the time 
lunch ende an hour later, the track and autocross areas were 
nearly dry and the fun resumed.

On Thursday afternoon and all day Friday, the drivers 
continued to hone their skills on the Pitt Race road course. 
I was fortunate to be asked to help the Pitt Race instructors 
work with some of our participants. One student/participant 
bears special mention.

Bev Basinski from the Niagara Section was learning to 
drive on a road course for her very first time. While she 
was enjoying herself, she was still a bit apprehensive and 
very cautious (read slow) when I first rode with her. As she 
drove around the course, she courteously allowed other 
drivers to pass her in the designated passing areas. This 
was safe, but I realized it was limiting Bev’s ability to learn 
to drive well. If we could begin to average a pace that was 
about the same pace as the rest of her group, Bev wouldn’t 
need to interrupt her learning experience to allow others to 
pass.

As we drove down one of Pitt Race’s longest 
straightaways, I asked her what the speed limit was on 
interstate highways in New York. Bev replied “65.” I’m 
sure she thought that was an odd question. Then I said that 
if she drove the speed limit on highways in NY, did she 
think she might be able to drive 65 on straightaways today. 
Bev looked at her speedo and picked up the pace.

We used the same instructor/student technique around the 

course. I would comment that we were driving 30 mph in 
a corner, could she try 35 on the next lap? I assured her 
that based on my experience, we would be very safe at 
that speed. And so the program went for two consecutive 
sessions.

By the time we had completed two driving sessions, Bev 
was comfortable negotiating turns at 45-50 mph, driving 
down straightaways at autobahn speeds, and generally 
having a great time. And no one passed her, since we were 
driving the pace of her group. She was smiling ear-to-ear as 

she got out of the car and exclaimed to her friend 
Ed that she heard her tires singing in corners and 
hit 99 mph on a straight! She was having fun. She 
learned how much performance was in her E350 
cabriolet – performance that she never thought 
was there. And that was great satisfaction to her 
and her instructor.

Bev is an example of a good student who was 
willing to listen to her instructor and take the tips 
that were offered to her. As a result, she learned 
to handle her car at speeds that she regularly 
drove, and began to realize how much more her 
Mercedes could do than she would have ever 
guessed. Most people who drive on a track for the 
first time have a similar experience. Drive – learn 

– process – smile. You should try it if you haven’t 
done it before.

Most of the attendees spent Friday at Pitt Race’s road 
course, practicing our driving skills. Drive – learn – process 
– smile. All day. I heard several people jokingly complain 
that their cheeks were getting tired from all the smiling.

I had said that gemutlichkeit came from driving with 
your friends and socializing with your friends. Let me 
elaborate. A Welcome Reception was sponsored by Reverse 
Logic Ltd., manufacturer of specialty automotive tools 
such as jack pads, race ramps, and lug bolt guides. At the 
WelcomeReception we renewed old friendships and made 
new friends while eating and drinking (in moderation, of 
course). Fred from Reverse Logic gave each participant 
a complimentary lug bolt guide tool. This is a very high-
quality stainless steel tool that makes remounting wheels 
onto your car much easier. I can testify that it works, since 
I used my new tool when changing my brake pads after the 
event.

On Thursday 
afternoon, the 
Hahn-Vorbach 
collector car 
restoration and 
service facility 
in Harmony, PA 



opened its doors to the Gemütlichkeit participants. They 
showed various frame-off restoration projects in process. 
H-V is acknowledged for its expertise with Mercedes 
restorations, especially 300SL Gullwings and Roadsters. 
Their customers’ cars have been invited to The Pebble 
Beach Concours d' Elegance, The Amelia Island Concours 
d' Elegance, The Glenmoor Gathering, The Radnor Hunt 
Concours d' Elegance, The Celebration of Automobiles 
at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway, The Elegance at 
Hershey, and more. H-V generously gave each attendee 
a goodie bag with microfiber towel, detailing supplies, 
and literature together with refreshments. Then H-V had a 
drawing that was won by Fred Gwinn of Reverse Logic. 
The prize was a $50 gift certificate to the Harmony Inn, 
a beautiful dining facility in Harmony’s national historic 
district. I need to thank Ted Gottfried and Sue Morrison 
for the details of the H-V tour and the Harmony Inn. Like 
some of the others who were at the track driving and/or 
instructing all day, I badly needed a shower before going 
out in public again. So seven of us had our own version of 
MBCA Gemütlichkeit at a local restaurant, making new 
friends and renewing old friendships.

Sue Morrison told me about how she 
and many of her female MBCA friends 
spent Friday: The Ladies of Mercedes 
(LOM) chaired by Josie Lesler 
sponsored a trip for ladies only on 
Molly’s Trolley. Our hostesses that day 
were Betsy Marcin of the Pittsburgh 
section and Barb Tullis of the Western 
Reserve Section. The trolley picked the eager ladies up at 
the hotel on Friday morning. The first stop was at Station 
Square where we picked up our guide for the day. What 
a wealth of information she shared. Pittsburgh is known 
for its three rivers and the trolley traveled back and forth 
across the rivers using several of the 446 bridges that 
connect the sides of the city. A trek up Mt. Washington was 
great for the passengers, but we did not envy the driver’s 
job of negotiating the hills, curves and narrow roads. At 
the top, we were given the chance to get off the trolley 
and see the view from the platform outside the Duquesne 
Incline Station. We then boarded the incline for the 2 ½ 
minute descent. The group again boarded the trolley and 
continued the trip through historic and interesting places 
that all of us would like to go back and visit more. The trip 
included lunch at The Church Brew Works formerly St. 
John the Baptist Church. It is an award winning restaurant 
and microbrewery with all the splendor of the original 
church—stained glass windows and beautiful woodwork. 
After eating a scrumptious lunch, Josie Lesler treated the 
group to dessert, compliments of LOM. The ladies returned 
to the hotel on the trolley and were there given goodie bags 
that included literature from LOM, a card to keep in your 
glove box to keep important information about your car, 

a t-shirt with “Pittsburghese” on the front and definitions 
of their unique words on the back, and a Clark bar which 
originated in Pittsburgh. The group was treated to a 
beverage paid for by National President Terry Kiwala in 
the hotel lounge. It was a great day of enjoying a beautiful 
city and the companionship of the others who attended.

Saturday saw more boys and girls playing with their toys 
and friends at the Concours d’Elegance. The concours 
site was on the lawns of the beautiful Hartwood Acres 
Mansion, part of a 629 acre Allegheny County Park. 
The mansion is a Tudor-style, 16th century architectural 
design, furnished with fine original English and American 
antiquities, that was built in the late 1920s. Ed Yungbluth 
thought the mansion – for all its elegance – seemed quite 
livable, especially the master bedroom with its attached 
artist’s parlor. This facility was a perfect backdrop for the 
fine collection of Mercedes-Benz automobiles that were 
shown.

Displayed on the lawn of the beautiful mansion grounds 
were fine Mercedes-Benz automobiles that were 
preserved, maintained, and restored to near perfection. 

The prestigious Best of Show was 
awarded to Art Hussey and his 1973 
350SL. As the concourse results show, 
the show class was an extremely 
close competition. The street class 
had more beautifully-displayed cars. 
Bernadette Pavlick’s 2006 C55 
AMG was judged to be the Best of the 
Street class Mercedes entries. Finally, 

nine magnificent older Mercedes were awarded the Silver 
Star Preservation Certificate. All in all, there was enough 
Mercedes-Benz eye candy to fill a large candy bowl.

Saturday evening was the Final Awards Banquet for the 
event. An evening of fine dining and friendship preceded 
the presentation of awards for autocross and concours 
competition. As a special gift to each attendee at the final 
awards banquet, “Tourmeister” Doug DeBoard donated a 
fine German white-porcelain, gold-trimmed cup and saucer 
acquired from the Mercedes-Benz Executive Dining Room 
in Stuttgart. (I keep mine on my trophy case). Doug also 
donated a basket of wines that was auctioned off, and a 
very special gift. The very special gift was a porcelain 
platter trimmed with 18 carat gold, reading “Gemutlichkeit 
2015.” This special gift/platter was awarded to the 
individual who contributed the most to the event, Sue 
Morrison of Western Reserve Section. Congratulations, 
Sue! Finally, Josie Lesler, representing the LOM, awarded 
a wine and cheese basket to Joanne Hovanic, whose 
name was drawn from all the women in attendance at the 
event. And thus concluded Gemütlichkeit 2015, where the 
spirit of friendship and camaraderie was enjoyed by all in 
attendance.



Check out the Western Reserve Section website at benzclub.org for updates.

Mercedes-Benz Club of America 
7783 Diagonal Road
 Kent, Ohio 44240

Western Reserve Section
CRIER

MBCA Schedule of Events
Sept. 28-Oct. 3   Circle Lake Ontario Tour    Ron Harshmann
Oct. 3    Fall Leaf Tour (Flyer Enclosed)   Rod Thompson
Oct. 6    Membership Meeting & elections, 7:00  Brewster’s. Twinsburg
Nov. 10    Membership Meeting, 7:00    Brewster’s Twinsburg

On Oct. 6, the new board will be elected and officers will then be elected from that board. Also, at that meeting, we are 
hoping to plan the calendar for 2016. We invite all of you to come to vote and to voice your opinions of future events. 
We’d even be thrilled to have you host or plan an event. We meet at Brewsters, 2681 Creekside Dr. Twinsburg 44087. at 
7:00 p.m. 

Our section’s website will be updated as things change, www.benzclub.org  Please check it often. As mentioned 
before, we are hoping to do as much as possible electronically. You will learn upcoming events quicker by 
checking for updates and watching your inbox. We have several other events pending but haven’t verified dates, 
yet. Continue to watch for mailings or email from the section. 

The ballot is an insert in the current STAR. Our regional director is in mid-term, and you cannot vote for any 
other regional directors-just DALs.


