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Volunteer of the Month
Organizations like MCCW exist 
because of the good work of 
volunteers. Some of those 
volunteers are out in front, 
performing tasks we see and that 
are easy to identify. The work 
being done by other volunteers is 
harder to see - it is all behind the 
scenes, and you might not even know it is being 
done or that it needs to be done. 

That is the kind of work done month after month 
by Kelli Powell, MCCW’s digital resource manager. 
Kelli transcribes the minutes from MCCW’s board 
meetings, manages our distribution lists, manages 
all of our @mccw.org email accounts, and does 
so much more. In the past few months, she has 
coordinated several password resets for our accounts 
- a task that comes with no shortage of one-on-one 
troubleshooting and an enormous number of details 
to keep straight. 

Kelli does all of this quietly and efficiently, and 
because of her work, the rest of MCCW keeps 
humming along doing the flashier, public tasks. 
Kelli - we thank you from the bottom of our hearts 
for your commitment to our ministry!
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President’s Letter  
Dear Sisters in Christ,

Can I share my 
excitement with you? I 

spent the morning putting 
finishing touches on plans 

for the MCCW leadership team’s 
first in-person meeting in nearly two years. Two 
years is a long time - I can’t wait to see 
our team again. As I write, the 
location of the meeting is being 
kept under wraps because 
we don’t want to spoil the 
announcement of our 
Forum 2022 location….but 
by the time you read this, 
you will know that we will 
be gathering in Tampa 
in April 2022 for our first 
post-pandemic worldwide 
Forum! Can you see why I am 
so excited?

These in-person meetings are so 
important for our team and our ministry. The 
time together allows us to make great strides on 
the projects and initiatives that are most pressing. 
Being on the ground in our Forum host city 
provides great opportunities for planning and prep 
work. But most importantly, the time together 
allows us to grow as a team. 

If military life has taught us anything (not to 
mention the extreme circumstances of the past 

18 months), it is that being together is a gift with 
immeasurable value. This issue of The Well is like 
a mini-celebration of that theme - togetherness. 

You will read more about our in-person meeting 
and find out what our team accomplished 

together during the time in Tampa. 
We’ve included an update about 

what all the women of MCCW 
accomplished when we came 

together to support our 
co-sponsored seminarians. 
Our history feature will 
share the story of two 
women coming together 
to celebrate MCCW’s 
past. And you will see a 

beautiful ad promoting our 
next opportunity for ALL of 

us to gather - Forum 2022 (did 
I mention it will be in Tampa next 

April?)

I hope that as our world slowly returns to a more 
normal footing, you are experiencing the joy of 
togetherness as well. And I am praying that those 
reunions will continue until next year when we 
can all be together at Forum!

Yours in Christ, 
Kim Miller 
President, 2020-2022
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Your Board at Work

At the end of June, 14 MCCW board members 
and regional coordinators gathered for the first 
time in almost two years. The worldwide board 
convenes, usually, once a year in-person for a 
working weekend full of brainstorming, planning, 
and preparation for our Worldwide Forum. This 
weekend was no different but extra special. With 
COVID keeping us apart for so long we were all 
overjoyed to get together in-person again. While 
Zoom is a wonderful tool there is nothing like 
sitting in the same room together sharing a meal. 

Women began to arrive Thursday, and early 
Friday morning we hit the ground running with 
brainstorming and planning what the next year 
will look like for MCCW. Our goal is to find new 
ways to connect, unite, and inspire the women in 
our Catholic military communities and the board 
had wonderful ideas that we are excited to put 
into action in the coming months. 

On Saturday we took a short break from our hard 
work and spent the morning exploring our host 
city for Forum. We spent time in Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church for mass, found some wonderful 
sights to see, and even ate at the oldest restaurant 
in Tampa. We can’t wait to share all of these 
things with you in April! 

The rest of the weekend was back to work with 
a site visit of the hotel, our announcement of 
the Forum location, and a full overview of what 
Forum will look like. 

The weekend was filled with wonderful work, 
much needed fellowship, and lots of prayer. We are 
so excited to get back to being with all of you in-
person after so much time apart and hope to see 
you all in Tampa in April 2022.

AMS Auxiliary 
Bishop Neal 
Buckon shares his 
thoughts on the most 
pressing needs in our 
Catholic military 
communities.

The MCCW 
Board of 
Directors, Regional 
Coordinators, and 
AMS Auxiliary 
Bishop Neal 
Buckon in Sacred 
Heart Catholic 
Church, where 
many of the Forum 
2022 liturgies will 
be held.
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Prayers for Our Promised Priests: A Vigil in the Archdiocese Where 
the Sun Never Sets
By: Denise Hummel

“For where two or three are gathered together 
in my name, there am I in the midst of them”  
Matthew 18:20

Our first ever prayer vigil was an enormous 
success! MCCW ladies, from all around the 
globe, connected over Zoom and united in prayer. 
During the entire 24-hour vigil, never once was 
a Sister in Christ left alone to pray. Reflections 
from our guest speakers inspired those who were 
virtually gathered. The greatest highlight was 
hearing the vocation stories from the AMS co-
sponsored seminarians. Many of the reflections 
can be found on our Youtube channel.

The goal was to encourage the women of MCCW 
to adopt a sense of spiritual maternity and begin 
to pray more intentionally and fervently for the 
young men discerning their call to the priesthood. 
We surpassed our expectations and goals. 

In the weeks from Pentecost Sunday to the 
Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, we initiated 
a stewardship campaign and raised over $5,000 
from our PayPal on-line donations. Thank you to 
all of you who sent in a donation via our website. 
To those of you who mailed a check, we also 
thank you for your generosity.  If you made a 
contribution, please complete this form:  http://
bit.ly/MCCWaddresses. Once our Director of 
Stewardship receives your completed Google form, 
she will mail you a thank you note and gift.  

We thank you for showing your love and support 
to the AMS co-sponsored seminarians. We know 
all MCCW members are dedicated to praying 
together for our promised priests. Your generous 
financial contributions to the MCCW perpetual 
charity helps the formation of future promised 
priests.

https://www.youtube.com/c/mccwworldwide
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1cCyPkTJF1CH5d7OOgUI4HaKlHkh5OmyGFNEsPcPtv90/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1cCyPkTJF1CH5d7OOgUI4HaKlHkh5OmyGFNEsPcPtv90/viewform?edit_requested=true
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We did a remarkable thing, us women of the 
MCCW. Devoting time to prayer, specific time 
with specific intentions, for the sake of our 
beloved seminarians and promised priests, was 
a unique gift. This required sacrifice, some 
suffering, discomfort and intentional 
thought and action. All for 
something of which we will 
mostly likely not see the 
fruits. It is beyond our time 
and space, the graces that 
will fill these young men 
for whom we prayed.

Let’s talk about how God 
uses time, space, tradition, 
and intentions. While we 
might say things just happened to 
line up, it is by no accident that we 
brought our 24-hours of prayer to reality 
on the feast of Pentecost, where we remembered 
how the disciples were enlivened with the Holy 
Spirit, their hearts set on fire with love, and 
finally found their way from their hiding places 
to reach the corners of the world to speak that 
love into the world. The Paraclete, literally 
meaning “to call alongside”, drew them out and 
walked with them as the Incarnate God once 
did, now exposing to them more fully what 
Divine Love is.

And here we have ended our call to support 
these young men, our seminarians, on the 
Solemnity of the Sacred Heart. This devotion, 
brought into existence through St. Margaret 

Mary Alocoque, is a devotion of realizing 
absolute and all-encompassing 

love. When you read the 
autobiography of this saint, 

you may be struck with 
the suffering Christ spoke 
of to her.  Is this what 
He wants her to know 
about His heart? How 
He suffers? No. Not at 
all. He sets His Sacred 

Heart, one full of unending 
and exceedingly beautiful 

love, against the degradation 
of a sinful world. How clearly and 

magnificently it shines! The Catechism 
of the Catholic Church (CCC) remarks on 
the Sacred Heart: “‘He has loved us all with 
a human heart.’ For this reason, the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, pierced by our sins and for our 
salvation, ‘is quite rightly considered the chief 
sign and symbol of that... love with which the 
divine Redeemer continually loves the eternal 
Father and all human beings’ without exception” 
(#478). St Margaret Mary’s words barely touch 
it when she said, “Could you realize what 
happiness it is to love the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 

continued on next page. 
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you would despise all 
else to love but it 
alone.” 

But why is this 
important in our 

call to pray for and 
support our priests? 

Do we know what we 
pray for when we ask God to 

bless our priests? A priest stands as the Person 
of Christ when he celebrates the sacraments. 
And this is not figurative speech; he literally 
is the channel by which Christ enters into our 
lives through baptism, confession, confirmation, 
marriage, holy orders, anointing of the sick, and, 
most frequently and expressly, the Eucharist. 
His hands, his mouth, his eyes, and his ears 
are used completely by Christ. So, what of his 
heart? Is not his heart transformed into the 
Sacred Heart? In order to unite himself fully 
with Christ, wouldn’t it seem best for him to 
take on the wounds of Christ, including His 
pierced heart? More importantly, when he takes 
on these wounds, does he not then take on that 
unending and divine love, which obliterates the 
sins of the world and gathers the beloved to His 
Heart?  Christ told St. Margaret Mary, “The 
infinite riches of My Heart will supply for and 
equalize everything.” When the heart of a priest 
is united in the Sacred Heart of Christ, he draws 
our hearts more perfectly to receive the infinite 
riches and be equalized in Christ.  

So we pray in a two-fold way: that the hearts 
of our priests and seminarians are united more 
perfectly in the Sacred Heart of Christ, and that 
the Holy Spirit will call them alongside Himself 
to love more perfectly the Beloved of Christ - His 
Bride - His Church, and all of us.

Want to read more?

• The Autobiography of Saint Margaret 
Mary

• Dear Father: A Message of Love for 
Priests by Catherine De Hueck Doherty
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One for the History Books

There are many women’s ministry groups at 
military chapels around the world, and although 
they are all different in many ways, there is a 
common thread of SERVICE. One of the groups 
that has personified this virtue for decades is 
Our Lady of Fort Carson in Colorado. After 
recently attending funerals for some of our former 
members and remembering their legacy of service, 
I was prompted to make known the contributions 
of eight remarkable women I have known who 
have gone to their eternal reward. Those of you 
who have been with MCCW for a while and have 
attended conferences, retreats and forums, may 
remember them and enjoy knowing a little more 
about each of them.

Adele Doefler (2007) – a petite German woman 
who always looked as if she stepped out of a 
fashion magazine. After knee or hip surgery, she 
quickly returned to wearing her spike high heels 
and never missed a beat.

Erika Wittman (2012) – served on the board as 
Vice President, was a Lector at Mass, sang in the 
choir, and was a Master Gardener who shared her 
love of plants and flowers. She especially enjoyed 
the beautiful grounds at our regional retreat twice 
held in Malibu.

Kathy Wallace (2013) – when the chapel had 
no parish coordinator, Kathy maintained all 
the Religious Education, Volunteer Hour, and 
Sacramental records. She also served several 

terms as Treasurer and continued serving MCCW 
through 10 years of dialysis.

Catherine Maxwell (2016) –  led a weekly prayer 
group for vocations, for the sick and suffering, 
and for all in need of prayer. She also organized 
a Divine Mercy Novena. Catherine also sent 
birthday cards to each of our members every year, 
counted the offerings, and sang in the choir.

Kathleen Whitehead (2020) – Known to all 
as Kit, served as Co-President for several terms 
with Pat Vacik whom she had known from 
previous chapels. As a Lector, Kit made the Word 
of God come alive. She was always active in the 
chapel community while caring for her severely 
handicapped sister. 

Maria Ryan (2020) – former active duty service 
member, hospital pharmacy volunteer, altar 
linen minister, Extraordinary Minister of Holy 
Communion, and member of advisory board to 
the Commander of Fort Carson. Maria’s devotion 
to the Blessed Mother led her to make four 
pilgrimages to Medjugorje.

Pat Vacik (2020) – Served as Co-President for 
several terms with her friend and buddy, Kit 
Whithead. Pat always had an interesting tale 
to entertain. In later years, when symptoms of 
childhood polio returned to cause a myriad of 
problems, Pat carried on with her positive spirit.

continued on pg. 11
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Contact Us

MCCW Board of Directors

Kim Miller, President  
president@mccw.org

Aly Tugaoen, Director of Forum 
forum@mccw.org

Kitty Eisenbeil, Director of Formation 
faithformation@mccw.org

Joan LaPore, Director of Finance 
finance@mccw.org

Rebecca Lockhart, Director of Communications 
communications@mccw.org

Muffy Patterson, Director of Regional Coordinators 
directorrc@mccw.org

Jamie Simpson-Smith, Director of Stewardship 
stewardship@mccw.org

Denise Hummel, Director at Large & AMS Liaison 
amsliasion@mccw.org

Bernadette Kovalsick, Director at Large 
directoratlarge1@mccw.org

Did you know that you can give back to 
MCCW while shopping on Amazon without 
any additional cost? If you’re planning to shop 
for new school supplies, birthday gifts, or even 
just your weekly Amazon order, you can use our 
AmazonSmile link. A portion of every purchase 
will be automatically donated to our organization. 
Just follow this link to designate The Military 
Council of Catholic Women - Worldwide, Inc 
as your charity of choice.

Ursula Ramos (2021) – Red Cross volunteer 
for decades, organizer of Lenten Soup Suppers 
(cooking to set-up to clean-up), and maker of baby 
hats for preemies born at the post hospital. In 
2004, she carried the Olympic torch as it passed 
through Colorado Springs enroute Salt Lake City. 
Ursula was the most recent to pass away in May of 
this year; she was 98.

All of these women gave so much of themselves 
throughout the years and touched so many lives, 
that we are forever grateful. I can picture them 
continuing one big eternal MCCW Conference 
together.

Tell Us Your Story: Do you have a story about 
a special CWOC or MCCW sister in Christ who 
has passed on? Send a short vignette with the 
year of her passing and a photo (if available) to 
historian@mccw.org. We will catalog these stories 
in our MCCW history archives.

continued from One for the History Books.
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