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O God, whose mighty Son was born 
in Bethlehem those days long ago, lead 
us to that same poor place, where Mary 
laid her tiny Child. And as we look on 
in wonder and praise, make us welcome 
him in all new life, see him in the poor, 

and care for his handiwork the earth, the 
sky and the sea.  O God, bless us again 

in your great love. We pray for this 
through Christ our Lord.   

Amen.
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President’s Letter  
Dear Sisters in Christ,

Happy Catholic New 
Year! The start of 
Advent marks the 
beginning of the new 

liturgical year. With 
the many changes and 

postponements MCCW has 
experienced this year, it seems we are in step 
with the church more than ever as we close out 
the term of one board and begin anew. 

Earlier this month, we held discernment for 
the Worldwide Board. It was, like so many 
things these days, done remotely via Zoom. It 
also took place no less than seven months later 
than we originally expected.  We are grateful 
the 2018-2020 board made the commitment to 
stay in their positions through the rescheduled 
Forum in order to provide continuity in a time 
of global crisis. 

As you may have discovered in your chapels or 
local women’s ministries, this is a hard time for 
people to step up and say “yes” to new things. 
On top of the normal uncertainties of military 
life, the pandemic has added new complexities 
which challenge our abilities to plan even the 
simplest of events, let alone commit to a new 
role, job, or position.

But in these unpredictable and unprecedented 
times, three women currently serving on the 
board have re-discerned and re-committed 
to serving MCCW. Director of Forum Aly 

Tugaoen, Director at Large Denise Hummel, 
and I will continue to serve in our current 
positions through April 2022. 

One of our current board members, Bevin 
Landrum, has completed her term as Director 
of Communications and has been appointed to 
fill the newly created Director of Stewardship 
position. She will remain in this position until 
April 2021, when the position will be filled 
through discernment, along with the Directors 
of Faith Formation, Regional Coordinators, 
and the remaining Director at Large position. 

Both the Director of Finance and Director of 
Communications positions remain vacant at 
this time. We encourage you to consider if you 
are called, competent, and committed to filling 
one of these critically important roles on the 
MCCW Worldwide Board. If you are interested 
in learning more about either position, please 
reach out to me via email or social media. I 
look forward to sharing with you all the ways 
serving on the MCCW board can enrich your 
life.

In the meantime, the board and I are excited 
to embark on this 2020-2022 term of service 
for MCCW. We have so much to look forward 
to, and we can’t wait to connect, unite, and 
inspire you again!

Yours in Christ, 
Kim Miller, 
MCCW-Worldwide President 2018-2020
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There are so many good things 
that this pandemic has brought to 
light. There are also lots of things 
I would classify as “bummers.” The 
decision to initially postpone our in-
person Forum event in San Antonio 
this past April, only to eventually 
cancel it all together, definitely 
falls into that “bummer” category.  
It was necessary, but not an easy 
decision to make. The MCCW 
Board of Directors was thoughtful 
and prayerful as they considered 
all of the factors that went into that difficult 
decision. 

One of the good things that came from this 
was our first (and hopefully only) all digital 

Forum event. We were able to bring more 
events than we 

initially expected, 
and we were 
pleasantly surprised 
at the number of 
FIATS we received 
from all of our 
guest speakers like 
Mary Lenaburg and 
Meg Hunter-Kilmer.  
Our new YouTube 
channel still carries 
all of the discussions 

we had with our MCCW Episcopal 
Moderator, Bishop Neal Buckon, 
and the other three auxiliary 
bishops within the AMS.  It was a 
joy to listen to each of the bishops 
speak about things like their coat 
of arms and the various ways the 
saints of our church gave their fiats.  

Nancy Belmont, the Director of 
Faith Formation, crafted a beautiful 
resource that chapel groups can 
use called “Find Your Fiat in a 

Pandemic.” And if your chapel group is not 
meeting (yet), this resource was crafted in such 
a way that it can be used together in a family 
setting.  Check it out.  

Other Forum highlights and blessings 
included hearing 
the vocation 
story of AMS 
seminarian 
David Chacko, 
participating 
in our opening 
Mass presided 
by Archbishop 
Timothy Broglio, 
learning about 
Lectio Divina, and 
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praying the Angelus. I would be remiss if I 
didn’t mention the Taco Tuesday ladies nights 
that allowed us to share in some old-fashioned 
fellowship across the miles.  For me, one of my 
favorite parts of the event was checking-in on 
Facebook Live to hear the housekeeping notes 
for the day.  It most certainly allowed all of you 
to get to know more about us.    

Lastly, while we 
couldn’t gather 
for the traditional 
banquet, award 
presentation, 
and silent 
auction for the 
MCCW Endowed 

Scholarship benefiting the AMS Co-Sponsored 
Seminarians, God granted us the means to 
still hold these events in creative ways. The 
Boots and Blessings event raised money for the 

scholarship through the generous donation of 
items from our CWOC groups and from various 
MCCW regions around the world. You—the 
ladies of MCCW—came through in a big way 
for the seminarians, giving generously via your 
auction bids.  The Sheila Baker and Mary 
Ann Ernst awards were also handed out at the 
conclusion of our Faux Fiesta Forum to a group 
of very deserving women. It makes my heart 
happy to know that we continue to carry out 
some of the MCCW Forum traditions despite us 
not being physically together. 

A very large shout-out to the MCCW Board of 
Directors who all had a giant hand in executing 
this event, especially our former Director of 
Communications, Bevin Landrum. I hope you 
felt connected, united, and inspired by the 
events of our Faux Forum Fiesta.  

Peace and Aloha. Aly Tugaoen, Director of Forum
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The Military Council of Catholic Women-
Worldwide, in memory of Mary Ann Ernst, 
has established the Mary Ann Ernst Regional 
“Harmony” Award to recognize exemplary 
selfless service. Mary Ann was a selfless servant 
and a unifying leader. She was a mentor and 
friend of MCCW for more than 20 years.

In order to honor Mary Ann and her memory, 
this award is to be presented to members of

MCCW’s regions who have exhibited selfless 
service and outstanding support in

furthering the goals and mission of MCCW-
Worldwide and have brought harmony to the 
communities in which they have lived and 
worshiped.  May Mary Ann enjoy eternal rest 
in God’s heavenly kingdom as we honor her 
memory.

Pacific Region
Brenda Nonweiler has served 
in various leadership roles for 
both AMR CWOC and Hickam 
CWOC.  Serving alongside her 
sisters in Christ, Brenda is an 
example of Christ’s love to others as 
she selflessly serves MCCW regional 
retreats and Worldwide forums.  Brenda, 
on behalf of MCCW, we thank you for the 
love and service you have shown to the Pacific 
Region for nearly 10 years.   

Northeastern Region 
San Juana Morante has a 
heart of gold and fills in 
wherever she is needed. 
She previously served the 
Pacific Region as both 
a book study leader and 
regional coordinator.  Upon 
moving to the Northeastern 
Region, she has continued to lovingly serve 
and volunteer.   Her local chapel group is Ft. 
Meade, where she leads the Mothers Prayers.  
She is a young, vibrant mother and loves to 
share Christ’s love with others.  San Juana also 
serves alongside two other women to represent 
ESOL Sisters in Christ across all of MCCW.  
San Juana, on behalf of MCCW, we thank you 
for the love and service you have shown to the 
Pacific and Northeastern regions for nearly 10 

years.

Southeastern Region
Prior to moving to Hawaii, Jackie 
Henderson lovingly served 
and assisted the women of the 
Southeastern Region.  She served 

as liturgist and music coordinator 
at the Southeastern regional retreat.  

Jackie displays harmony to all and 
shares a love of music just as Mary Ann Ernst 
did. Additionally, she has selflessly continued to 
serve here in the Pacific at the Pacific regional 

continued on page 10. 

2020 Mary Ann Ernst “Harmony” Award
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The Sheila Baker Award for Outstanding 
Achievement was established by the Military 
Council of Catholic Women Board of Directors 
in memory of Sheila Baker. Sheila was a true 
leader and role model. She was a mentor and 
friend of MCCW for nearly thirty years.

Sheila Baker began her involvement with 
MCCW in the early 1970s. She worked 
tirelessly at all levels of MCCW.  In order to 
honor Sheila and her memory, this award is to 
be presented to members of MCCW who have 
exhibited enduring and outstanding support and 
accomplishments in furthering the goals and 
mission of MCCW-Worldwide.

Sheila Baker’s legacy to the Military Council of 
Catholic Women is one of dedicated leadership, 
love, and grace. May we all strive to live up 
to this legacy and may Sheila enjoy eternal 
rest in God’s heavenly kingdom as we honor 
her memory.  For 2020, MCCW would like to 
congratulate both Elizabeth Tomlin and Kim 
Miller for being recognized for outstanding 
achievement and on receiving the Sheila Baker 
Award for Outstanding Achievement.  

Elizabeth Tomlin supports and loves MCCW 
with all of her heart.  Her legacy with MCCW 
will forever be remembered by her creativity 
and ingenuity for bringing new ideas and 
sharing gifts. She supported the transition of 

MCCW from a chapel 
auxiliary to a non-
profit under the 
sponsorship of the 
Archdiocese for the 
Military Services. 
Additionally, she 
helped draft the MCCW 
bylaw amendments to reflect 
the nonprofit status. One of her greatest gifts 
to MCCW is perhaps supporting the transition 
from membership voting for new board 
members to a prayerful discernment process. 
Another gift to MCCW is evangelization.  
She continues to evangelize as the author of 
Joyful Momentum, her book of reflection on 
women’s ministry, and leads a Facebook group 
for prayer and inspiration.  Elizabeth, on 
behalf of MCCW we thank you for the love 
and service you have shown to MCCW over 
the past ten years. 

Kim Miller leads with 
a humble servant’s 
heart and digs into 
all areas within 
the organization if 
there is a need. She 
embodies the spirit of 
MCCW & the Sheila 
Baker Award with her 
gentle, firm guidance and intentional focus on 

continued on page 10. 

2020 Sheila Baker Outstanding Achievement
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MCCW has a spot ready for you at the table - 
you just have to say, “yes!”

We know that military women are an 
amazingly diverse and talented group, skilled 
in so many ways. And because we know that, 
we truly believe that the women who have the 
skills listed below are out there. If you are one 
of these women, consider joining our team.

Director of Communications
• Tells MCCW-Worldwides’s story 

• Writes and oversees a comprehensive 
strategic communications plan 
incorporating social media, email, 
website, and direct communications 

• Manages the work of, and relationship 
with, the paid webmaster or has 
sufficient website skills to manage the 
site

• Chairs the communications committee 
and identifies and selects members of 
the committee with input from the 
board

• Implements a plan for distributing 
MCCW-W resources and information 
about giving opportunities

• Assumes the secretarial duties for 
MCCW including recording and 
submitting minutes, maintaining 
paper and digital files, and 
maintaining the board portal

Director of Finance 
• Proposes the annual budget

• Works with the Director of 
Stewardship to set annual fundraising 
goals

• Provides support to the Director of 
Regional Coordinators on creating 
regional retreat budgets 

• Manages the work of, and relationship 
with, the paid bookkeeper

• Chairs the finance committee and 
identifies and selects members of the 
committee with input from the board 

• Maintains all financial records 
and produces for the board regular 
financial statements.

• Ensures that the fiscal and reporting 
requirements of the AMS, IRS, and 
District of Columbia are met
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Instagram Channel Manager
• Is responsible for monitoring and 

controlling the Instagram content of 
MCCW

• Ensures no solicitations are present on 
any pages and spammy commenters 
are blocked

• Promotes MCCW-W events on 
Instagram

• Manages periodic MCCW promotional 
giveaways on Instagram

• Helps devise growth strategies to 
increase followers

• Reports on new followers, engagement 
and top posts

• Reviews any comments on Instagram 
posts

• Curates appropriate content for 
MCCW feed and story based on 
liturgical calendar, upcoming events, 
regular content (faith formation, 
regional news, stewardship, 
seminarian support, etc), Vatican 
news, and relevant Catholic 
information and news

• Posts at least once per day 6 out of 7 
days a week

• Creates a schedule to optimize reach/
engagement across multiple time zones

• Works with the Graphic Designer 
and Social Media Manager to create 
appropriate social media graphics for 
the Catholic faith, feast days, HDOs, 
Easter, Christmas and all MCCW 
special events

• Reminds other MCCW-W board 
members to post when appropriate and 
reaches out for content from them

• Reviews related regional and local 
MCCW and CWOC social media 
pages for stories worth amplifying on 
social media or in The Well

• Stays in touch with Regional 
Coordinators to get news from the 
local chapel levels

• Connects us as Catholic military 
women in our faith by showing how 
we are the same regardless of where 
we live

• Focuses on universal issues such as 
momlife, call to catechize our kids, 
meatless meals, liturgical ideas for the 
family, etc.

• Unites us across the regions by 
helping showcase what we are doing at 
a chapel and CWOC level

• Inspires us by sharing images that 
make us want to pray, shows us how 
we are loved by God, calls us to the 
scriptures, or calls us to attend Mass 
and Adoration
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Historian (short-term position)
• Conducts outreach to MCCW 

membership in order to obtain digital 
or hard copies of MCCW archival 
materials

• Catalogs and digitizes all MCCW 
archival materials for preservation and 
for future use

• Writes an up-to-date and 
comprehensive history of MCCW

the growth and direction 
of MCCW and the well-
being of its members-not 
only in 2020, but long 
into the future. Her 

legacy with MCCW will 
forever be remembered for 

her outstanding leadership, depth 
and breadth of MCCW knowledge from the 
top down, and ability to navigate a pandemic 
with grace and prayerful reflection.  Kim, on 
behalf of MCCW, we thank you for the love 
and service you have shown to MCCW over 
the past eight years.

retreat in 2019. She has 
also helped coordinate, 
decorate, and facilitate 
the Day of Reflection 
with Elizabeth Tomlin 
this past February in the 

Pacific.  Jackie, on behalf 
of MCCW we thank you for 

the love and service you have shown to 
MCCW over the past 25 years. 

2020 Mary Ann Ernst “Harmony” Award continued. 2020 Sheila Baker Outstanding Achievement continued. 
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Seminarian Advent Calendar
In the words of David Chacko, co-sponsored seminarian from San Antonio, we are all spiritual 
mothers, and he thanks us for continuing to love and support the journeys of all promised 
priests.  In the past two years, generous donors have collectively provided over $19,000 to our 
Military Council of Catholic Women Co-Sponsored Seminarian Endowed Scholarship.  This 
scholarship ensures the formation and training for our promised priests will continue.  We invite 
you to continue supporting them by praying for them, by name, this Advent.  
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https://www.milarch.org/symposium/


December 2020

13

The Well

Margaret Balch

Maria Cristina Bezama

Mary Cho

Helen D’Avignon

Catherine Day

Mae Jane De Guzman

Jean Dery

Walter Federspiel

Elizabeth Ferrell

Linnea Frank

Eleanor Gentilini

George Giersch

Catherine Hearst

Denise Hummel

Gerarda Kilpatrick

Bernadette Kovalsick

Bevin Landrum

Joan LaPore

Patty Linden

Alice Little Harper

Gerri Merkel

Kimberly Miller

Kelli Powell

Patti Ramos

Paula Schemmel-Moyer

Linda Steward

Elizabeth Tomlin

Catherine Vallego

A heartfelt thank you to the many donors who supported MCCW on Giving Tuesday this year. 
Your generous support raised more than $4,000 that will allow MCCW to connect, unite, and 
inspire women around the world during the coming year. 

Thank you! 
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As we work to grow an evergreen body of 
digital Catholic resources to inspire military 
affiliated women around the globe, the board 
determined that part of our strategy should 
be offering more content via YouTube.  We 
recognize that many of our members may not 
choose to connect with us via social media 
or may want to share videos with friends and 
family who are not in our regional groups.

During Faux Fiesta Forum, we posted 20 
new, original videos to our channel--more 
than we had ever posted since we started 
the channel.  This helped us rack up some 
impressive numbers. MCCW had 363 unique 
users spend 100 hours of combined viewing 
time on our channel.  We garnered over 
10,000 impressions during the month of 

November to reach a new milestone in how 
we unite Catholic women worldwide! 

Most importantly, we asked for our members 
to subscribe to our channel so we could earn 
a custom YouTube URL.  This feature doesn’t 
kick in until a channel has at least 100 
subscribers.

We signed up 101 new subscribers with your 
support during Faux Fiesta Forum. 

Subscribing makes it easier for you to receive 
notifications when MCCW posts new content 
and allows us to set up playlists for Forum, 
book club and other timely groupings of 
videos.

We are thrilled to announce that after a 
slight delay, YouTube granted our request and 
we now have a custom channel URL: https://
www.youtube.com/c/MCCWWorldwide.

Thank you for your support. We look forward 
to creating inspiring content in 2021 that will 
unite the universal MCCW membership as 
we connect across the miles, oceans, PCSs, 
deployments, and trainings that separate us.

MCCW Earns YouTube URL

https://www.youtube.com/c/MCCWWorldwide
https://www.youtube.com/c/MCCWWorldwide
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Contact Us

MCCW Board of Directors

Kim Miller, President  
president@mccw.org

Aly Tugaoen, Director of Forum 
forum@mccw.org

Vacant, Director of Finance 
finance@mccw.org

Vacant, Director of Communications 
communications@mccw.org

Joan LaPore, Director of Regional Coordinators 
directorrc@mccw.org

Bevin Landrum, Director of Stewardship 
stewardship@mccw.org

Eleanore Gentilini, Director at Large 
directoratlarge2@mccw.org 
 
Denise Hummel, Director at Large  
& AMS Liasion 
amsliasion@mccw.org

Bernadette Kovalsick, Director at Large 
directoratlarge1@mccw.org

Nancy Belmont, Director of Faith Formation 
faithformation@mccw.org

Remember us, O God; from age 
to age be our comforter. You have 

given us the wonder of time, blessings 
in days and nights, seasons and years. 
Bless your children at the turning of 
the year and fill the months ahead 

with the bright hope that is ours in the 
coming of Christ. You are our God, 
living and reigning, forever and ever.

 Amen.
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