
Camp Information Packet

This document provides general information for the Nature Center at Shaker Lakes Summer

Outdoor Adventure Camp. The intention of this document is to aid parents in the camp

registration process and learning more about our camp program.

Please reach out to Lauren Schmidt, Camp Manager, at schmidt@shakerlakes.org if you have

any questions.

Camp Philosophy

The mission of the Nature Center at Shaker Lakes is to conserve a natural area, connect people

with nature and inspire environmental stewardship.

It is our goal as an organization to make sure that we provide a safe, welcoming, and inclusive

outdoor space so that all people can connect with nature on their own terms and without fear,

discrimination, or violence. (Read the Nature Center’s DEI statement).

As a camp family, we aspire to reflect the diversity of our habitats and the communities we serve

by honoring the unique differences among our staff, volunteers and campers and providing

equitable access to nature for all people. Our campers will end their summer with a deep love

and respect for nature, themselves and others.

mailto:schmidt@shakerlakes.org
https://secureservercdn.net/198.71.233.111/992.7be.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/DEI-Statement_Board-Approved_WebShort-6-17-20.pdf


Camp Goals and Objectives for Camper Development

The following list details goals and objectives for Outdoor Adventure Camp at the Nature Center

at Shaker Lakes.

1. To provide opportunities that stimulate the development of each camper’s

confidence and sense of self.

a. Each camper will participate in at least one activity to promote self-esteem, which

could include challenge activity, learning/practicing a new skill or being

introduced to a new experience.

b. Campers will participate in getting-to-know-you games or songs during the first

day of camp.

c. Staff will provide the campers with positive comments and encouragement

throughout their week.

2. To help each camper appreciate the natural surroundings and take an active

role in the stewardship of our environment.

a. Weekly themes and lesson plans will center around a topic related to the

environment.

b. Each camper will have the opportunity to participate in daily nature activities,

which could include one of the following:  hiking, environmental activities, nature

play and exploration or other age appropriate activity.

c. Staff will educate campers on how to interact with nature and living things

respectfully including staying in designated areas, staying in a group and how to

pet and handle camp animal ambassadors.

d. Campers and staff will participate in recycling and upcycling of materials such as

aluminum cans, cardboard and paper.

3. To provide situations for each camper to set goals and challenge themselves

while discovering his or her own skills and abilities.

a. Each camper will participate in at least two age appropriate activities during the

week that will personally challenge the camper - such as archery, hiking, arts and

crafts, science experiments, and nature exploration.

b. Campers will have the opportunity to work in small groups during the camp week

either in play, team building activities or experimentation.

c. Campers will either learn at least one new skill or learn about one new topic while

at camp.

4. To allow each child to experience cooperative play or teambuilding through

group activities and experiences.

a. Each camper will participate in at least one activity with shared supplies such as

craft supplies or scientific equipment.

b. Each camper will participate in at least one group activity such as hikes, story

time, team challenges, games, experiments, and meals.



Camp Health and Safety Philosophy

We believe in providing a safe, healthy and fun experience for all of our summer campers, staff

and volunteers. While we do not have full time health staff on site, we follow best practices from

the ACA, CDC and Ohio Department of Job and Family Services and review recommendations

with trained health professionals throughout the camp season. All camp staff are trained in

CPR/First Aid/AED through the American Heart Association. We also ask parents to take an

active role in communicating with the camp staff regarding any health concerns and needs of

their campers. This includes but is not limited to completing all parts of our medical form and

informing camp staff of any injuries or physical/mental health conditions that may impact how

camp educators assist them.

Outdoor Adventure Camp Communicable Disease Prevention

Below are the health guidelines the Nature Center at Shaker Lakes will be following for Outdoor

Adventure Camp 2022. These guidelines were written based on current CDC, ACA and Ohio

Department of Health recommendations. The guidelines aim to keep both educators and camp

families safe and healthy while still enjoying summer camp.  With new information coming

everyday, we appreciate our parent’s understanding and flexibility as these guidelines may

change, including the wearing of masks. Refusal to comply with these guidelines will result in

immediate cancellation of all registered camp registrations without refund.

1. Campers must stay home if they have been in close contact with anyone with

confirmed or presumed COVID-19 in the previous 14 days.

2. Upon arrival at the Nature Center, campers will be asked to update their

daily health log before joining their assigned groups.

This process will include, but is not limited to: 

a. Verbal symptom check with parent/guardian

b. Recording of temperature

c. All symptom checks are logged by the Camp Manager, Education Director or

Camp Counselor

3. If a camper is found to have been exposed to or is exhibiting symptoms of

any disease, particularly Covid-19, the Nature Center at Shaker Lakes

reserves the right to not allow the camper admittance to camp. 

a. At that time, parents/guardians are expected to take their campers home or keep

them home for 14 days if the exposure happens outside of camp

b. Other camp families will be notified of the potential exposure outside of camp.

c. Campers may not return to camp until they are fever/symptom free for 24 hours

regardless of disease.



d. See cancellation policy if a parent decides it is in their families best interest to

keep their camper home.

4. Should a camper become ill during the camp day, parents/guardians will be

notified by the Camp Manager.  Parents are then expected to pick-up the

camper promptly.

Situations in which a notified to pick-up their camper include, but are not limited to:

a. Development of any grade fever during the camp day

b. Cough and/or sore throat

c. Headache

d. Loss of appetite

e. Vomiting

f. Diarrhea

g. Rash

h. Lethargy

i. Body aches and chills

j. Loss of taste or smell

k. Any complaints of illness by a camper will be taken as confirmation of any of the

above mentioned symptoms. Parents/guardians will be expected to pick-up the

camper immediately. The Nature Center reserves the right to not readmit any

camper with symptoms until a negative COVID test or 10 day quarantine per CDC

guidelines.

5. If a camper, volunteer, or staff person has a confirmed or presumed case of

COVID 19 during their week(s) of camp (symptomatic child with positive

Covid test in home or child is positive during camp week), the individual

must stay home and notify the Camp Coordinator or Education Director

immediately.

6. If the Nature Center becomes aware of a potential exposure, the following

protocol will be followed:

7. Notify all camp families within the same camp session as the individual with the

confirmed or presumed case of COVID-19.

8. Close the camp session the individual with the confirmed or presumed case of

COVID 19 was participating in for the remainder of the week. 

9. Refunds will be offered, but may vary based on circumstances. Please see the

Cancellation Policy for additional details.

10. Campers, volunteers, and staff sent home will be required to quarantine prior to

rejoining camp based on current CDC policies. 

11. Classroom spaces will be disinfected. 

NCSL continues to monitor best practices as recommended by the CDC and may

modify these procedures at any time.



Outdoor Adventure Camp Injury Communication

Should a camper become injured during the camp day, and not require medical attention, the

following guidelines will be followed.

1. An incident report will be filled out by the camp counselor detailing the following:

a. Description of injury

b. Situation in which the injury occured

c. First Aid administered if necessary

d. Radio or call the Camp Manager to notify of the injury

2. Parent Communication

a. A copy of the incident will be made

b. At pick-up, the camp counselor will discuss the incident with the parent or

guardian

c. Parent/guardian will sign one copy of the incident report for the Nature Center

records and take the other home

Should a camper become injured during the camp day and require medical attention, the

following guidelines will be followed.

1. The following is a list if injuries that will result in immediate parent/guardian

notification.

a. Head injury

b. Apparent or suspected broken/fracture bones

c. Apparent or suspected sprains

d. Rashes and swelling

e. Deep cuts that cannot be appropriately remedied with basic first aid (ex. require a

tourniquet.)

f. Injury of any kind that impedes the campers mobility or ability to communicate

2. Camp counselor will asses the situation and provide appropriate first aid/CPR or AED

based on their training

a. If emergency services are required, the camp counselor will call emergency

services (or perform the alternative preferred action steps provided by the

parent/guardian on emergency medical form).

3. Second educator will contact the Camp Manager to notify of severe injury, location, and

any actions taken.

4. Second educator will review the campers emergency medical form for health

information, parent contact information and indication of medical intervention consent

5. Camp Manager will contact parent/guardian

6. Once the camper is stable or with emergency personal, and incident report will be filled

out and copied for parent or guardian to sign



Nature Center at Shaker Lakes Camp Hygiene Protocol 

Below is a list of guidelines to be followed by campers and educators during the camp day to

prevent the spread of disease. 

1. All campers, educators, volunteers and parents are expected to follow the Outdoor

Adventure Camp Communicable Disease Prevention guidelines. (This is a separate

document detailing health monitoring expectations).  

2. Buckets with rags and cleaners will be kept in each classroom out of reach of our

youngest campers. 

3. High-touch surfaces will be wiped down at the end of each camp day. We will also use

the fogger to assist with cleaning. These surfaces include but are not limited to:

a. Table tops - paper, even if unsoiled, should be thrown out each day

b. Door knobs

c. Sinks/faucets

d. Bathrooms (multiple cleanings a day with the fogger)

e. A fogger will be used at the end of each camp day to disinfect toys and supplies

4. Hand sanitizer will be available in each classroom and hand washing will be done

multiple times each day for 20 seconds including, but not limited to:

a. Upon arrival

b. After free-play

c. Before and after lunch

d. After being outside

e. Before and after snack time

f. Before pick-up

5. Whenever possible, campers will eat lunch outside. If indoors, fans and air purifiers will

be used to increase ventilation and careful attention will be given to spacing between

campers. 



Camp Activities Information

Please give thoughtful consideration to ensure that this camp fits your child's needs and for us to

better serve your child's needs. As you fill out the Emergency Medical Form during registration,

please take time to answer all questions regarding your camper(s) social emotional and physical

health. Their health and safety is our number one priority so please take the time to inform us of

any needs so that we can work to accommodate them. Please note, we do not have onsite

registered health staff. Below is a list of common daily activities campers in different age groups

may participate in.

Activity Group(s) Participating Potential Risks

Hiking All Trips/Falls

Offsite Hiking All Trips/Falls

Field Trips Nature Explorers and Eco Rangers Trips/Falls

Vehicular Accident

Archery (onsite and offsite) Nature Detectives, Nature Explorers

and Eco Rangers

Injury from improper use of

archery equipment.



Camp Behavioral Expectations

The camps at the Nature Center at Shaker Lakes are a safe, caring, and fun community where we

inspire environmental stewardship and the exploration and conservation of natural areas is

celebrated.  Because creating such a community requires the commitment of each of our

campers, we  ask that all participants and their parents/guardians agree to the behavior

expectations listed below.

Age Group Behavioral Expectation

Chipmunk Patrol

(ages 3 1/2-5)

Squirrel Scouts

(kindergarten-1st)

Be fully potty trained and able to clean themselves

independently while using the bathroom.

Be able to dress/undress independently.

Follow instructions, including safety standards, at all

times. This includes staying with the group and not

running ahead of the educator.

Respect nature by staying on designated trails, not

damaging or removing anything from the environment

unless instructed otherwise by the camp educator.

Respect fellow campers by not causing any physical harm,

such as biting, hitting, pinching, or kicking.

Camp staff are not permitted to assist campers

while using the bathroom.

Nature Detectives

(grades 2-3)

Nature’s Explorers

(grades 4-5)

Eco Rangers

(grades 6-9)

Follow instructions, including safety standards at all

times. This includes staying with the group and camp

educator.

Respect nature by staying on designated trails and not

damaging or removing anything from the environment

unless instructed otherwise by the camp educator.

Respect fellow campers by not causing emotional or

physical harm, such as bullying, hitting, kicking, or

punching.

When a problem between campers arises, notify the camp

educator. Educators are always ready to listen and assist

in problem solving.

Dismissal may occur if a camper’s behavior disrupts the safety or dynamic of the larger group.

Once dismissed from camp, tuition is forfeited and registration in any subsequent camps for

that season may be canceled.



Personal Property Policy

Please review the Nature Center’s personal property policies below to ensure your camper meets

expectations. Dismissal may occur if a camper brings a prohibited item to camp. Once dismissed

from camp, tuition is forfeited and registration in any subsequent camps for that season may be

canceled.

Smoke-Free Work Environment

The Nature Center at Shaker Lakes is a smoke free environment. All camp educators, volunteers,

campers and parents/guardians are expected to adhere to this policy while onsite.

Drug and Alcohol-Free Work Environment

Alcohol and recreational drugs are not permitted at Outdoor Adventure Camp.

Any medications (prescription or over the counter) must be listed on the medical form by the

parent or guardian. If a camper or volunteer is found to have drugs on their person that is not

listed on their medical form, the medication will be confiscated and parents/guardians will be

notified.

Weapons in the Workplace

The Nature Center prohibits anyone from possessing or carrying weapons of any kind on Nature

Center property or while on company time. This prohibition against weapons includes:

● Any form of weapon or explosive

● All firearms

● All illegal knives or knives with blades that are more than six (6) inches in length.

If a camper is found to have a weapon during the camp day, the item may be confiscated until

the end of the camp day and parents/guardians will be notified.

Animal Policy

Ambasador animals may be used during the course of a camp week. These animals are only to be

handled by trained/experienced staff who have demonstrated their comfort and ability to use

the animals in a group setting. Campers should not touch or handle any of these animals without

supervision from an approved staff member.

Campers are not permitted to bring animals from home.

Personal Technology

While we do not encourage the use of personal technology (cell phones, tablets, etc) during the

camp day, campers may bring personal technology to camp. They are to remain in their

backpacks unless permission is given by a camp educator to use the device. If a device should be

lost or broken during the camp day, the Nature Center holds no responsibility for the device.

Please consider the age of your child and the unique circumstances of an outdoor camp before

sending a device with your camper.


