
 

 

Terry Atkinson 
teeatkinson@gmail.com 

804-357-6529 
 

Artist Bio 

After a 30 year career in public service, Terry Atkinson rekindled her passion 
for art and fell in love with a previously unexplored medium: pastels.   

“Pastels are pure, vivid color that capture and reflect light so the subject comes 

alive.”    

An exhibiting member of both the MidAtlantic Pastel Society and the James 
River Art League, Terry has shown her work at a variety of venues including the 
For Art’s Sake, Uptown and JarrettThor Fine Arts galleries, the Cultural Arts 
Center at Glen Allen, the Montpelier Center for Arts & Education and a number 
of community art venues.   

 

  
 Day Hike Wildflower 

            Cascades 

Personal Statement 

“For me, pastel painting captures with perfect clarity the emotion of a moment.  
I know I have been successful when I can feel the joy of the moment every 
time I look at the finished painting.” 

mailto:teeatkinson@gmail.com


Shirley Buckler 
 
I recently retired as a professional potter/sculptor after more than 40 
years.  My work was highly decorated with animals, flowers, and script. 
I painted (glazed) on clay but never tried painting on paper or 
canvas.   That changed about 9 years ago when I decided to try a 
beginner’s watercolor class.  That was a disaster….  But, the instructor 
also worked in pastels and decided to teach a class.  I bought my first 
little box of pastels and was hooked from the first mark.  I worked all 
those years with clay and here was a little clay stick imbued with 
colorant.  I love the feel of the silky soft pastels. I love the deep 
saturated colors.  I love the spontaneity of pastels.  And so began the 
journey to learning a new art form. 
 



Sheila Chandler 

Email: scjorlinz@gmail.com 

Website: http://sheilapastel.wordpress.com/ 

 

I have been painting with 
pastels since 2009 and love 
the colors.  

In my teen years I started 
drawing with pencils and 
charcoal.  I purchased a very 
cheap box of pastels but 
never knew what to do with 
them! Over the next twenty 
five years I would 
occasionally pick up a 
sketch book or take a 
drawing class, but never 
worked in color.   

In 2009, I was at an art 
show at the Glen Allen 
Cultural Art Center in Glen 
Allen, VA to see a pastel 
painting, painted by a friend.  

My friend introduced me to Doris Craddock, who was teaching a 
beginner pastel class at the Center for Creative Arts in Henrico, VA.  
Doris said to bring my twenty-five year old box of pastels to class and 
she would teach me how to use them.  Thank you Doris!  Since then I 
have also taken pastel classes from Linda Leah Wolitz at the Glen Allen 
Cultural Art Center and Susan Singer at the Visual Art Center.  I am 
currently studying with Sara Clark at the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts 
Studio School.  They are great teachers and also great artist!  The 
teachers and pastels have given me the freedom to not be afraid of 
color! 

mailto:scjorlinz@gmail.com
http://sheilapastel.wordpress.com/


Carol Cullinan 
3202 Klaus Court 

Glen Allen, Virginia 23060 

804.755.7066/804.240.2061 

chcullinan@gmail.com 

 CarolCullinanArtist   
 

 

“I’ve always enjoyed creating things with my hands and I find real 

satisfaction in painting with pastels. I love the vibrant colors, seeing a 

painting emerge from a blank surface, and the close contact I have with 

the pastel medium itself when using it to draw and paint. My love for 

animals and the beautiful places I’ve visited are subjects I turn to 

frequently, and I also enjoy composing and painting still life.”   

~ Carol Cullinan 

  

Carol is a Virginia native and University of Richmond graduate. Following a 

career in information technology, Carol is now focused on her love of 

drawing and painting. Carol has studied pastel painting with Liz Haywood-

Sullivan, Desmond O’Hagan, Alan Flattmann, Maggie Price, and others. 

Carol is a charter member of the MidAtlantic Pastel Society and a member 

of the Bon Air Artists Association and the James River Art League 

mailto:chcullinan@gmail.com


Joan Dreicer   Biography 
730 Cleopatra Court, Earlysville, VA 22936 (216)533-0111   jdreicer54@gmail.com    joandreicerartwork.com

Joan Dreicer is an award winning fine artist painting in oils and 
pastels with a strong interest in portraiture and landscapes. 
Before pursuing an art career, Joan was trained as a nurse,  
then transitioned to a full time mom. These experiences  
bring compassion and emotion to her artwork. Over the past 
several years, she has studied with several internationally known 
artists, including Liz Haywood-Sullivan, Richard McKinley and 
Alain Picard. In addition, she has participated in selected group 
exhibits throughout the United States.   

Her work is owned and displayed in many private collections.

mailto:jdreicer54@gmail.com
http://joandreicerartwork.com


Elizabeth Hood 
(804)784-5868 

elizabethhood@comcast.net 

www.elizabethhoodart.com 

 

 

I fell in love with soft pastel as a medium that allowed me to 

combine drawing and painting skills and techniques.  As an 

artist, I try to see with a lens that emphasizes shapes, color, 

textures and contrast.  I am constantly amazed by the 

beauty and variety that surrounds us.  I hope to bring this to 

my paintings to present what we see every day in a fresh or 

unique way. 

 

As a child and teenager, I loved art and although exposed to 

many mediums and techniques, I focused primarily on 

drawing.  After thirty-five years in the corporate worlds of 

financial services, marketing and information technology, I 

retired and rekindled my interest in art.  I found that soft pastels allowed me to combine 

my drawing skills with my desire to learn how to use color in paintings.  My primary 

medium is soft pastels, although I also work in graphite, colored pencil, acrylic, 

watercolor and wood carving.  My subjects are varied and include landscapes, 

architectural structures, people, animals and still lifes. 

 

I am a charter member of MidAtlantic Pastel Society, currently serving as Technology 

Chair, and also a member of James River Art League, currently serving as President.  I 

exhibit my work in the region at various galleries and art venues.  I live in Manakin 

Sabot, a beautiful rural community in Goochland County, Virginia, with my husband, two 

cats, and plenty of wildlife.  I accept commissions for portraits of people, pets and 

places. 

 

Please visit my website at www.elizabethhoodart.com to see a collection of my work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

“Lily Alla Prima” 

“Transcendant” “Jasmine” 



Elizabeth Hood 
(804)784-5868 

elizabethhood@comcast.net 

www.elizabethhoodart.com 

 

 

“A Perfect Day” 

“Team Work” 

“Affirmation” 

“Time for Cake” 

“Mrs.Whyte” 

“Field of Dreams” 



betsy m. kellum 

CLASSICAL & CONTEMPORARY REALISM in pastel and oil 

Betsy Kellum, contemporary and classical realist, works in both oil and pastel with a 
concentration on still life and animals. Her still lifes are set-up in her studio and painted 
from life from an assortment of things collected over many years and often inspired by a 
theme or story.  Most of her animal paintings require road trips to sketch and gather 
photographic references.   Beautiful Monterey, VA is one of her favorites places to go 
spend time...  especially in the spring when the farm babies are arriving.   

"I love that I'm comfortable with both oil and pastel work.  Changing from one to the 
other keeps my work fresh and working with a variety of subject matter keeps me 
motivated and excited for each new project," states Betsy. 

Betsy graduated from William & Mary with an BA in Education.  She studied art at The 
Art League School, Old town Alexandria, VA and has studied with renown artists Burton 
Silverman, Albert Handel, Robert Liberace, Doug Dawson, Roger Dale Brown, Quang 
Huang and others in workshops.  She teaches adult art classes and has served as juror 
and judge for local, state and regional art shows.  She has been published in national 
publications:   American Art Collector, The Pastel Journal, The Best of Virginia; 
Artists & Artisans, The Best of America; Pastels, The Encyclopedia of Living 
Artists, THE CHRONICAL: History of the Catherine Lorillard Wolfe Art Club and 
others. 

SIGNATURE MEMBERSHIP IN THE FOLLOWING: (through acceptance into 
national juried shows)  

PASTEL SOCIETY OF AMERICA, New York 

PASTEL SOCIETY OF THE WEST COAST, California (Distinguished Pastelist) 

CATHERINE LORILLARD WOLFE ART CLUB, New York 

SOUTHEASTERN PASTEL SOCIETY, Atlanta, GA 

MARYLAND PASTEL SOCIETY, Maryland 

....  Juried member of the following:  

OIL PAINTERS OF AMERICA 

INTERNATIONAL GUILD OF REALISM 

WOMEN PAINTERS OF THE EAST COAST 

  

 



SELECTED SHOWS, AWARDS & RECOGNITION: 
 

 
International Guild of Realism, Winfield Gallery, Carmel CA. 2017 

International Association of Pastel Societies (IAPS) Albuquerque, NM  2017 

Richmond Times Dispatch, Solo show, October, 2016 

Renaissance In Pastel, Juried National Exhibition Connecticut Pastel Society, 2016 

Artists Magazine, Annual Competition, Finalist, Still Life Category, 2016 

 Betty Knight Memorial Award, Shades of Pastel, MPS sponsor, Doug Dawson, Judge, Washington DC 
2015 

Best In Show, Virginia Pastel Society, Richmond, VA, Cultural Arts Center, 2015 

President's Award, American Artists Professional League, Salmagundi Club, NY, 2012 

Carol Bruce Award, The Art League, Old Town Alexandria, 2012 

Winsor & Newton Award, Connecticut pastel Society, 2010 

Best In Show, The Art league, 2010 Judge: Howard Paine, Director, National Geographic 

Gamblin Paint Co.  Award of Merit, American Artists Professional League, NY 2009 

Mid-American Award of Excellence, Pastel Society of America, NY, 2008 

Open Box M Award of Excellence, Pastel Society of the West Coast, CA 2008 

CLWAC Gold Medal of Honor, Oil, Catherine Lorillard Wolfe Art Club, NY 2007 

Jack Richison Award of Merit, American Artists Professional League, NY 2002 

AAPL Award of Excellence, Pastel Society of America, 2002 

Accutype Merit Award, Pastel Society of the West Coast, 2002 

Pastel Journal Award of Excellence, Southeastern Pastel Society, 2002 

 

Betsy lives with her husband and two cats in Midlothian, VA (suburbs of Richmond, VA) 

 

 



                                                             
VKnick Original Pastels 

I have always had a creative flair and early in life enjoyed drawing 

and painting.  My training started at VCU Fine Arts which I loved 

every minute.   

After 40 years building an insurance career and raising my boys I 

am finally blessed with time for me.  Studying the world of pastels 

with Linda Wolitz, Maria Reardon and Liz Haywood-Sullivan have 

introduced me to the explosion of color pastels present.  I enjoy 

creating portraits of children and pets best. 

I am on the board of the MidAtlantic Pastel Society and have 

shown locally with them.  I am the Newsletter Chairman as well.   

If I can impress on someone to enjoy the beauty only God can 

create then I am happy and fulfilled at last. 

Vickie Knick 

Vknick30@gmail.com 

804 212-7596 

Facebook: VKnick Original Pastels 

 

mailto:Vknick30@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

MICHAEL McGURK 

b.1951 

30 year career with the Washington DC Fire Dept. 

Studied at the Art League School in Alexandria Va. 

Since 2005 a full time artist in the Charlottesville area 

 

MEMBERSHIPS 

The Art League, Alexandria, Va. 

Maryland Pastel Society 

Pastel Society of America,New York , NY. Master Pastelist 

Piedmont Pastelists. Charlottesville Va. 

MidAtlantic Pastel Society , Richmond Va. 

 

EXHIBITIONS 

Maryland Pastel Society “Shades of Pastel” National Open Exhibition. 2003,2005,2007,2009,20011.2015, 

2017 

Lafond Galleries, Pittsburgh Pa. Nat. Juried Pastel Exhibition 2003,2004 

Associated Pastelists on the Web (APOW) 4th annual  2003 

Art Masters Small Works Juried Exhibition , Vienna Va. 12/04 - 1/05 

Solo Show, Tysons Center Mall, Fairfax , Va. 2003 

Pastel Society of America ,  Annual Exhibition, NewYork, NY. 2003,2006,2007,2010,2013,2014 ,2015, 

2016, 2018 

Circle Gallery “Go Figure” Exhibition , Annapolis, Md.  July-Aug. 2004 

The Art League Gallery/Torpedo Factory Art Center  monthly juried shows 

Art Kudos Online Juried Show, 2005 

Beverly Street Gallery, Staunton  Va. Juried Figure Show  April 2008 and Juried Still Life Show 2011 

Augusta County Va. Library  Solo Show. April 2008 

National Women’s Democratic Club, Washington DC . Juried Show  Feb.-March 2008 

University of Virginia Hospital , Charlottesville Va.  Solo Show  May-July  2008 

New Dominion Book Shop, Charlottesville Va. Solo Show  April 2009 

Fluvanna County  Va. Community Center Solo Show 2009 

Permanent Collection , University of Virginia Hospital and Martha Jefferson Hospital, Charlottesville Va. 

Maryland Pastel Society Juried Member Show  Annapolis Md. 2012 

Mid Atlantic Pastel Society member exhibit. 2018 

International Association Pastel Societies IAPS  Juried Exhibit  2013 

Butler Museum of American Art, Pastel Artworks Exhibit  , 2014 

 

FINDING YOUR STYLE IN PASTEL  by JEAN HIRONS  Published 2012  4 paintings published  

 

AWARDS 

Pastel Society of America ,2003  Janet T Royce Award  

Pastel Society of America , 2013  Southeastern Pastel Society Award 

Pastel Society of America , 2014. Atlantic Papers Award 

Pastel Society of America , 2016 , Pastel Societies of the Midwest Award 

Maryland Pastel Society Member Exhibit 2012  Best in Show 

Maryland Pastel Society “Shades of Pastel” Natl. Open Exhibition , Betty Knight Memorial Best Still Life Award 

2005 & 2011 

Maryland Pastel Society “Shades of Pastel” 2007 ,Natl. Open Exhibition , Second Place Award 

Maryland Pastel Society “ Shades of Pastel” 2017,  Connecticut Pastel Society Award 

Mid Atlantic Pastel Society  member exhibit 2018. First place 

The Art League Gallery “Shayna Simpson Award 2001, Natl. Juried Landscape Show 2004 Equal Award, 

Art Master Small Works Juried Exhibition  12/04-1/05  First Place 



 

 

 

Jan Settle – Biography & Resume 

As a child, Jan had her hand on every crayon, coloring book, pencil, paint, 

paintbrush, & any other form of artistic material that she could find.  Some of her 

best childhood memories include attending “art group” meetings with her mother 

where she witnessed first-hand how creative ideas turned into beautiful works of 

art. 

After receiving a BFA degree from Virginia Commonwealth University, she worked 

in the field of interior design for many years.  When the housing industry took a 

dip in the 90’s, she went back to school to learn computer skills & went to work in 

the left-brained world of accounting, using her artwork as a mental respite. 

After retiring in 2016, Jan has fully immersed herself in the art world again, 

painting with acrylics, watercolor &, her favorite, pastels.  She is a member of the 

Blue Ridge Art League of Culpeper & the Mid-Atlantic Pastel Society (MAPS).  Her 

work can be seen in local galleries & in many of the exhibits put on by MAPS.  Her 

favorite subjects range from landscapes & local scenes to animal portraiture.  She  

is currently an instructor of pastel workshops at The Loft in Culpeper. 

Jan lives in Castleton, VA, located in beautiful Rappahannock County, with her 

husband, their Australian Shepherd & 3 wonderful rescue cats. 

 



 

                   Shamim Sisson 

 

Since Shamim Sisson’s retirement from a long career in higher education 

administration, culminating at the University of Virginia in 2006, painting and 

artistic endeavors have been her primary focus. She has built on the art education 

of her youth with classes and workshops at Piedmont Virginia Community College 

and the McGuffey Arts Center in Charlottesville, as well as study with noted artists 

in Virginia and beyond. Working from her studio in Charlottesville, she utilizes a 

realistic style in both pastel and oil paintings with still life, people, and 

architectural elements as favorite subjects.  

 

Shamim is drawn to the ways that art invites the viewer to pause and appreciate the 

people, places, and objects we often pass with little notice. Because each painting 

begins with an idea, art presents both an uncommon lens through which to view the 

world and a range of intellectual challenges. The process of painting affords the 

rare opportunity to linger over a subject and to deeply observe it, its context, and 

its formal artistic elements.  Every passage at the easel requires complete 

engagement and a willingness to see and think in new ways.  Each piece represents 

countless problems identified and solved.  Working through these challenges - and 

the resulting evolutionary growth - make painting both exciting and profoundly 

satisfying. 

 

Shamim’s work has been shown in solo and group exhibitions as well as juried 

competitions and is held in private and corporate collections.  

 

Contact Information: 

Shamim Sisson; Charlottesville, VA; shamimsisson@gmail.com; (434)977-5216 

 

 

 

mailto:shamimsisson@gmail.com


 

 
 

 

                                                                                     

 

Albemarle Afternoon 
 

Pastel on Sanded Paper; 16” x 12” 

 

Shamim Sisson 

 

Still Life in Blue 

 
Pastel on Sanded Paper; 20”x 16” 

 

Shamim Sisson 



Linda Leah Wolitz 
www.LLWolitz.com 
llwolitz@gmail.com  

 
Linda Wolitz paints portraits of people, pets, and wildlife because “I 

delight in capturing the inner self of my subject.  Each one is special, and 
my challenge is to bring forth that uniqueness.  Every painting is a 
celebration of life.” 
 Working in pastels, colored pencil and graphite, Linda’s award winning 
paintings reproduce the spirit of her subjects in a style that is almost three 
dimensional in effect.   
 Linda’s work has won many awards and has been published by the 
Virginia Museum of Natural History and Virginia Tech.  She and her artwork 
were featured in Mature Outlook magazine.  She has been represented in 
galleries in Florida, Virginia and North Carolina. 
 Linda’s portraits and wildlife paintings hang in private and public 
collections from Mexico to Alaska.  A full selection of Linda’s original paintings, 
archival reproductions and portrait samples can be seen on her website 
www.LLWolitz.com. 
 Art affiliated activities in the Richmond area include commissioned 
portraiture and wildlife paintings, teaching, demonstrations and workshops.   
Her paintings are on permanent display at Crossroads Art Center, where she 
maintains a studio, and she is a member of several local art leagues.   Teaching 
pastel painting is a great joy to Linda and she especially enjoys her classes at 
the Cultural Arts Center At Glen Allen. 
  

 

http://www.llwolitz.com/
mailto:llwolitz@gmail.com
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