
Will You Be Ready? 

Matthew 24:42-44 

How much of the Word of God do we know? How much of the Word do we have 
instilled in us? Our basic reason for the Word is to know God and His plans and 
also our future. Without His Words we are like sheep lead to the slaughter. For 
King David said in Psalm 119:11 “Thy Word have I hid in my heart, that I might 
not sin against thee.” He also stated in Psalms 119:105 that the Word of God is a 
lamp unto his feet. So how much do you know? 

If something was to happen to you right now, how sure of you of your salvation? 
Are you confident that if you were to take your last breathe here on this earth that 
you will meet the savior face to face and that He will say well done thou good and 
faithful servant? Or how sure of you with your walk with God? Do you know the 
Word of God enough that if the Bible was to be taken away you could survive off 
the Word of God you know? The world is always questioning knowledge, but the 
Word of God is true knowledge. America is far from the Christianity that once 
ruled this nation.  

Let’s dive into this lesson tonight. Let’s look at Amos 8:11-13. The Life 
Application Bible states here that the people had no appetite for God and His 
Word. The word appetite literally means hunger, craving, and a need. In those days 
people were falling away from the Word of God so that the Lord said what He 
plans on doing. Sounds like today doesn’t it? People have no desire for God or His 
Word. Based on a recent report statically speaking about 1500 
preachers/evangelicals fall away from the faith each year. Astonishing isn’t it. If 
that is 1500 for the preachers, I am sure the people who say they believe in God or 
are Christians then their falling away would be much higher in which some call it 
the great falling away in II Thessalonians 2:3. 

People call right wrong and wrong right. Instead of the 10 commandments they are 
calling it the 10 offenses. It wasn’t too long ago instead of removing statues of 
confederate officers that they were removing the 10 commandments from every 
courthouse in this nation. Now we see spiritual fat cats who hold the Word of God 
for themselves. We see churches falling away from the faith from members, 



bishops and pastors and teachers. People are afraid, sugarcoating the Word of God 
to get members. No virtually anything goes. We don’t need to preach hellfire and 
brimstone; we don’t even have tell people that Christ is coming back. We don’t 
even have to do initiations to invite people to Christ.   

The apostle Paul wrote a warning for the church: “The time will come when men 
will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will 
gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want 
to hear” (2 Timothy 4:3).The Greek word translated “itching” literally means “to 
itch, rub, scratch, or tickle.” To want one’s ears “tickled” is to desire massages 
rather than messages—sermons that charm rather than challenge, entertain rather 
than edify, and please rather than preach. The people Paul warns about will have, 
as one commentator put it, “ears which have to be continually titillated with 
novelties.” 

In today’s tragic news we have civil unrest, injustices in the streets, a divided 
country and how can we forget the school shootings in Oregon, Sandy Hook, 
Virginia Tech and even a few years ago the Columbine High School massacre, but 
with each event we were unprepared as a nation. We as Christians have let this 
nation fall apart. We were unwilling to fight one person, Madeline O’Hare who 
shook the nation and challenged the Supreme Court to take prayer out of schools in 
1962. Where were the Christians? That was then, what about now. Where are the 
Christians when we as a nation defy God and pass same sex laws and were we as a 
people start calling sins disorders and mishaps. Where are The Christians at during 
voting time, or during the time of turmoil we are in? On I didn’t sin, I just simply 
made a blunder, or I have the new disorder called the “Can’t Help Its.”  

In the midst of persecution even strong believers will find it difficult to be loyal. If 
you had wishy washy faith back when we were attending physically, how are you 
faring now? You can rest assured that God is still in control and that He is still on 
the throne. Do you think this pandemic has surprised God? How about our 
situation Temple 230? God is still in control of even the length of persecutions. He 
will not forget His people. This is all we need to know about the future to motivate 
us to live rightly now.  



According the W.H.O. (World Health Organization) there is a new classification of 
a disease for people who are addicted to video games. Now even some people 
posing as Christians are afraid to come out and speak because everyone wants to 
be politically correct, instead of being right according to what thus says the Word 
of God. This P.C. (Politically Correct) culture wants things done what seems right 
in their own eyes, but as it says in Proverbs every man’s way seems right in his 
own eyes, but the end is death. Proverbs 14:12.  

The enemy the Bible says in 1st Peter 5:8 that he is like a roaring lion seeking 
whom he may devour. You want to know what Satan has been doing since the 
beginning of time, turn to Job 1:6, 7. How can you fight the enemy if you don’t 
know what he looks like? The cost of being unprepared, it can cost you your life 
and worse yet eternal life.   

Now for the Scriptural text at hand. Matthew 24:42-44 (KJV) “42 Watch therefore: 
for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. 43 But know this, that if the 
goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would 
have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up.44 Therefore 
be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.” Look 
at what the Lord is saying here. People have been trying to predict the end of the 
world ever since Jesus left the first time.  

We shouldn’t focus on when it will happen, but rather are we ready or are we 
unprepared. What we do know is the Christ Second coming will be swift and 
sudden. There will be no opportunity for last-minute repentance or bargaining. The 
choice we have already made will determine our eternal destiny. Will it be heaven 
or hell? 

What we do know is that Christ’s second coming will be swift and sudden. It is a 
good that we don’t know exactly when Christ will return. If we knew the precise 
date, we might be tempted to be lazy in our work for Christ. Worse yet, we might 
plan to keep sinning and then turn to God right at the end.  

Jesus purpose in telling about his return is not to stimulate predictions and 
calculations about the date, but to warn us to be prepared. Even Hollywood is 
getting in on the action. Making movies such as 2012 and end of the world, some 
of t.v. shows out there has some end time references. And what about the Blood 



Moon ordeal, how many of you stay up to see the changes in the Moon? You have 
the blood moons, the pink moon, the shiny moons and all other moons, but we 
should be focused on Christ and His return. Some people proclaim Jewish events 
like the Shemittah which is called the shaking or let which is to say all things 
coming to an end. Don’t be deceived.  

If the Word of God was taking away today are you comfortable in your walk with 
God that you know enough to sustain your relationship? Are you unprepared? I 
mean I have often said that this is a test to our faith right now. I can attest that I 
didn’t say that in 2020 I wanted to attend all my church services virtually. I can 
also attest that I didn’t say that in 2020 I wanted to be out of fellowship with my 
brothers and sisters. Jesus asks us to spend the waiting time taking care of his 
people and doing his work here on earth, both within the church and outside it. 
You the church, who know about God, believe in God, we should spend our time 
warning our brothers and sisters. Colossians 1:28 says “Whom we preach, warning 
every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man 
perfect in Christ Jesus.” Are you warning the brethren? If not then get off your duff 
and go.  

Christ message is for everyone, so everywhere Paul and Timothy went they 
brought the Good News to all who would listen. An effective message of the 
Gospel includes warning and teaching. The warning is that without Christ, people 
are doomed to eternal separation from God. The teaching is that salvation is 
available through faith in Christ. Share that with someone instead of the latest 
news and gossip going around.  

Jesus said had the strong man knew when his house was going to be broken into; 
he would have been there to prevent it. The fact is that we may know when exactly 
the end of the World is, nor do we know when Christ is coming back, but we can 
be prepared for his coming. The end of world happens every day for some because 
they die, but what are you doing about it. Your neighbor, your friends. Your 
family. People in your community all needs to hear the message of Christ. Do all 
that you can to save souls? Jesus said that he wants us to be working when he 
comes back, are you working, or are you unprepared.  


