
PRACTICAL RELIGION 

And in the morning, It will be foul weather today: for the sky is red and lowring. 
O ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky; but can ye not discern the 
signs of the times? (St. Matthew 16:3) 

Faith in Jesus Christ as Saviour transforms us from a shallow meaningless person 
into one filled with the Spirit of God. If we are born again and the Spirit resides 
within us, our religion ought to be as full of meaning as our lives are full of the 
Spirit. How terrible to see many religions in which there is absolute 
meaninglessness because of spiritual ritualism. Jesus encountered this very 
same thing in His day as well. 

The Pharisees were always guilty of practicing an empty religion. This is why 
John the Baptist called them a "generation of vipers" (Matthew 3:7). The 
Pharisees were constantly interested in keeping the ceremonial law, but they 
had the wrong heart attitude toward God. When Jesus called Matthew to 
discipleship, the Pharisees were right there to question the Lord's disciples, 
"Why eateth your Master with publicans and sinners?" (Matthew 9:11). When 
He cast a demon out of a man who was dumb, the Pharisees accused Jesus of 
casting out devils through the power of the prince of the devils (Matthew 9:34). 

At Magdala Jesus again encountered the Pharisees, this time in league with the 
Sadducees and Herodians, who again asked Him for a sign. As before, Jesus 
refused to give them such a sign but at the same time He taught them 
something about the emptiness and blindness of their spiritual ritualism. Jesus 
noted that the Pharisees and Sadducees could read the weather signs in the 
heavens. He said, "When it is evening you say, it will be fair weather for the sky 
is red." This is comparable to our axiom, "Red sky at night, sailor's delight." But 
Jesus continued, "And in the morning it will be foul weather today: for the sky is 
red and lowring" (Matthew 16:3). Or, as we would say, "Red sky in morning, 
sailors take warning." 

Jesus then concluded with the assessment, "O ye hypocrites, ye can discern the 
face of the sky; but can ye not discern the signs of the times?" These religious 
leaders could read the skies with the best astronomers and mariners, but could 
not recognize that Jesus was the Messiah.  
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This was where their expertise should have been, but because they had been 
involved so long with empty formalism instead of meaningful activity in carrying 
God's love to the world, they did not have the eyes of faith with which to see 
Jesus as their Saviour. 

While the Pharisees had all the trappings of religion, all the robes, all the 
religious paraphernalia, they had none of the heart, none of what true religion 
is all about. Yet today as well there are many churches and denominations that 
have all the trap-pings of religion but none of the heart of the Lord Jesus. It is up 
to each of us to make sure that we attend faithfully those churches which show 
the heart of the Lord Jesus and not the heart of the Pharisee. Are You following 
Jesus or following the Pharisees? Is your religion “Practical?”  


