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Greetings, Arts Impact friends!

In our 22nd year as an arts education organization and 2nd as an independent nonprofit, 2020-21 was a year 
of many challenges and opportunities for Arts Impact. The Indigenous, Black, Latinx, communities of color and 
low-income communities we partner with faced historic, disproportionate losses from COVID-19. Many of the 
students, families, and teachers we serve lost loved ones, their jobs and faced food insecurity. The children and 
youth we center in our work struggled with online learning and social emotional trauma. In these extremely 
hard times, the joy and meaning-making that arts infused learning offers was more necessary than ever before. 

In deep collaboration with the communities with whom we partner, Arts Impact adapted to provide fully online, 
live-streaming arts integrated learning experiences for PreK through 8th grade young people, their families, 
and teachers. Our extraordinary cohort of 38 teaching artists danced, acted, wrote poetry, made art and music 
online with more than 5,000 students across Washington State in our most highly impacted underserved 
communities. Teachers and parents shared stories of students who had never turned on their computer 
screens during the pandemic, joyfully sharing their faces, art and performances with each other in Arts Impact 
lessons. Families, districts, and community leaders asked for more arts infused pathways to re-engage students 
in reading, writing, math and science. They asked for more arts learning to help their children heal. And Arts 
Impact delivered.

An important protocol we follow in Arts Impact is to ground ourselves in where we do our work and who we 
serve. We are writing to you from the traditional lands of the Muckleshoot Nation who are the stewards of 
this place and the federally recognized tribal nation of King County. We offer our respect to the ancestors and 
elders of the Muckleshoot Nation and align our work with the on-going work of restoration, reclamation, and 
justice for the First Peoples of this land.

Finally, we want to lift up the real heroes of this past year, the teachers, principals, parents and community 
partners who managed the unimaginable and showed up every day to support their students. It is an honor 
and privilege to serve beside them.  

In gratitude,

Beverly Harding Buehler
Executive Director, Arts Impact

LaWonda Smith-Marshall
Board Chair, Arts Impact
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Financials

Government  $700,486 
Foundations  $212,000 
Individual Contributions  $32,956 
Fee for Service  $26,740 
Special Events  $14,907 

Total Revenue *  $987,089 

Staffing  $458,959 
Direct Program Expenses  $455,451 
Fundraising & Communications  $4,928
Operating Expenses  $62,418 

Total Expenses  $981,756 

FY 2020-2021

Net Earnings $5,333
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* In addition, supporters contributed $6,176  
of in-kind goods and services
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The 2020-21 school year brought numerous challenges  
to Arts Impact and our community. 

Through virtual institutes, individually packed and delivered arts and culture kits, and hybrid classroom 
models, Arts Impact remained flexible and responsive to the changing needs of our community.

This year, because all learning was done in the home, Arts Impact looked for ways to provide 
additional and more direct support, particularly in response to the needs of students, teachers, and 

families struggling with remote education, such as supplying and delivering home arts kits to teachers 
and students. Online learning and reaching students in their homes presented new and different 

opportunities to strengthen relationships and encourage family involvement. 

Arts concepts, skills, and vocabulary supported effective ongoing teaching practices throughout the 
Academies and mentorships. Teachers and Artist Mentors worked together to develop new approaches 

and practices, particularly for reaching students through remote learning. Teachers recognized and 
engaged in the arts as a leveler and confidence builder for their students. Existing methods, along 

with newer online strategies for content-focused peer and group dialogue, helped bring art concepts 
to life. The arts strengthened cultural responsiveness, community building/connection, classroom 

management, and student participation. Teachers modeled perseverance, flexibility, and resilience,  
and cultivated a growth mindset in students, working with Artist Mentors to foster a safe and  

brave space for their classes, even (and especially) virtually.

“The students came to class EXCITED to participate—what a feat in Zoom 
school! One student turned in his first assignment of the entire year.”  

Ana Maria Campoy, Artist Mentor

“It gave the students time to process the year of COVID.”  
Robert Cervantes, Teacher, Grandview
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Workshops & Residencies
Anacortes
Arlington
Battle Ground
Bellingham
Bethel
Blaine
Bremerton
Burlington-Edison
Central Valley
Clarkston
Clover Park
Curlew
Davenport
Edmonds
Evergreen
Ferndale
Grand Coulee Dam

Creative 
Impact
Sheridan, Tacoma
Grant, Tacoma
Franklin, Tacoma
Fawcett, Tacoma
MCFHC, Tacoma
Stafford, Tacoma
TOL, Tacoma

Native Voices
10th Street Middle School, Tulalip
Harrah Elementary, White Swan
Hood Canal Jr. High, Hood Canal
La Conner Middle School, La Conner
Marysville Middle School, Marysville
Mt. Adams Middle School, White Swan
Muckleshoot Tribal School, Auburn
Toppenish Middle School, Toppenish
Oakland Bay Junior High, Shelton
Quil Ceda Elementary School, Tulalip

Voices From The Field
LaVenture Middle School, Mount Vernon
Grandview Middle School, Grandview
Wahluke Jr High School, Mattawa
Washington Middle School, Yakima
Mount Baker Middle School, Mount Vernon
Housel Middle School, Prosser
Selah Middle School, Selah

Grapeview
Highline
Inchelium
Issaquah
Keller
Kennewick
Kent
Kiona-Benton
Lake Washington
Mount Pleasant
Mount Adams
Mukilteo
North Thurston
Northshore
Olympia
Omak
Pasco

Arts Impact Statewide
We are proud of the growth we experienced as an organization and the growth we witnessed in 
the students, families, and educators we serve! Arts Impact served more than 5,000 students and 
100 teachers in more than 70 schools throughout Washington State, collaborating to create arts 
integrated pathways for learning for students of color and those experiencing poverty. 

Peninsula
Port Angeles
San Juan Island
Sequim
Shoreline
Snohomish
Spokane
Stevenson-Carson
Tacoma
Vancouver
Vashon Island
Wa He Lut
Walla Walla
Washougal
Wenatchee
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Voices from the Field (VFTF)
Summer Academy

21 teachers from 5 Washington middle schools attended the 2020 Summer 
Educator Academy, offered as an online program for the first time due to 
COVID restrictions. The 7-day Academy was taught live via Zoom from  
June 22-30.  The cohort included a mix of new and returning (Years 1-4) ELA, 
Math, Science, Social Studies, PE, and ELL teachers. Arts Impact delivered an 
art supply kit and supporting printed materials to their teachers in advance 
of the training. Teachers explored arts-infused learning through culturally 
grounded dance, theater and visual arts lessons.

Mentorships

This COVID-impacted school year created numerous physical, personal, 
practical, and logistical obstacles for mentorships, as everyone involved 
faced the challenges of remote and/or hybrid learning, as well as other 
circumstances of the pandemic. Despite the stresses of virtual teaching and 
the high rates of COVID within their local communities, nearly all participants 
were able to complete the program successfully. Students explored and 
connected with new approaches to academic content through arts infusion 
and the creative process. During each mentorship, students discovered new 
and diverse ways of learning, responded to clear modeled expectations, 
worked independently and/or collaboratively, experienced emotional and 
intellectual safety in taking creative risks, shared their learning with class, 
school, home and/or community audiences, and made authentic real-world 
connections. Students sustained respectful academic conversations, even 
with the challenges of communicating through online platforms. Their artistic 
responses helped them develop and support critical thinking skills, along with 
a rich academic vocabulary. By exploring artistic choices through personal 
expression and creative vision, students gained a stronger sense of identity, 
autonomy, and self-worth through art and arts infusion.

Programs

“Drawing and painting images from  
the story gave students an 
understanding of authors and 
illustrators beyond just reading 
and writing. I was able to make a 
connection to students that are  
usually hard to engage because of 
challenges they have with reading.  
It reminded me of the importance  
of differentiation of instruction.” 

B. Charlie Diaz, Teacher, Grandview

“Real community connections made 
throughout the lesson to various 
movements they have witnessed 
in Yakima (Farmworkers Strike, 
BLM protests, Missing & Murdered 
Indigenous Women) and how that ties 
back to the U.S. Constitution. Students 
who normally only write in Spanish, 
challenged themselves to write in 
English, a couple for the first time.” 

Ana Maria Campoy, Artist Mentor

Performance Based Assessments of Student Learning 
(2020-2021 Aggregated scores in all VFTF lessons)

89.8%
95.5%

78.5%
89.5%

RATE OF DEMONSTRATING SHARED ACADEMIC CONCEPT OR SKILL

Voices from the Field
2020-2021 Performance Based Assessments of 

Student Learning (Aggregated)

Dance infused lessons

Theatre infused lessons

Visual Arts infused lessons

Average Across Disciplines

RATE OF DEMONSTRATING SHARED ACADEMIC CONCEPT OR SKILL

 Dance Infused Lessons   
 Theatre Infused Lessons   
 Visual Arts Infused Lessons   
 Average Across All Disciplines
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Mentorships

Following the Summer Institute, over 430 students received arts instruction through the teacher mentorship 
program. Teachers selected a dance, theater and visual arts discipline for their mentorship. Mentorships were 
conducted virtually this year due to COVID. A benefit of virtual programming is that it allowed Arts Impact to meet 
all teacher arts preferences, rather than assigning one Artist Mentor and arts discipline to each school’s group of 
teachers, which is usually essential for in-person scheduling and travel. Mentorships concluded with Artist Mentor 
and teacher meeting time dedicated to assessing student learning and reflecting on challenges, successes, and 
changes for teaching the lesson in the future. 

“The 2nd graders were able to 
authentically use a math tool and 
knowledge to create a city of their own imagination.  
The kids were eager each day to add on to the process.  
Working with [Carol] helped us consider many angles of the 
geometry-arts connection. My kids’ geometry scores had one of 
the highest jumps in testing. We hadn’t even made it to geometry 
in the textbook yet — it’s because of this art experience.”      

Sarah Lane, Teacher at Franklin

Creative Impact

Summer Institute

19 teachers from 6 Tacoma elementary schools 
and one early learning center attended the 4-day 
Summer Institute, August 10-13, 2020 via Zoom 
due to COVID restrictions. Art and supporting 
materials were delivered to teacher homes prior 
to the Institute. New and returning PreK-5th 
grade teachers and one Maker Space Librarian, 
explored dance, theater and visual arts infused 
learning with math, English language arts (ELA) 
and social emotional learning (SEL); how to plan, 
teach and assess the arts infused learning; and 
culturally grounded pedagogy in preparation for 
2020-2021 arts mentorships.

In 2020-21, students achieved an  
average of 83.9% on performance-based 
assessments (PBAs), which exceeds  
Arts Impact’s benchmark of 80% success.  
This is an extraordinary data point in a  
year when students faced so many barriers 
to learning. Both Artist Mentors and teachers 
rated the work of the students, with ratings 
matching 99% of the time. This suggests that 
learning targets and assessment criteria were 
clearly written and that teachers understand 
how to accurately assess the concepts and 
skills in the arts infused lessons.

Performance Based Assessments of Student Learning  
(2020-2021 Aggregated scores in all Creative Impact lessons)

94.8%

77.7%

92.0%
83.9%

RATE OF DEMONSTRATING SHARED ACADEMIC CONCEPT OR SKILL

Creative Impact
2020-2021 Performance Based Assessments of 

Student Learning (Aggregated)

Dance infused lessons

Theatre infused lessons

Visual Arts infused lessons

Average Across Disciplines

RATE OF DEMONSTRATING SHARED ACADEMIC CONCEPT OR SKILL

 Dance Infused Lessons   Theatre Infused Lessons   
 Visual Arts Infused Lessons   Average Across All Disciplines
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“I love how art breaks 
down barriers and forms 

connections, even with 
distance learning!” 

Grace Washington, 
Program Manager

Art Kits 
Arts Impact assembled and delivered 326 
high-quality art kits to Creative Impact 
students, made  possible by funding from 
the Pierce County Connected: Covid-19 
Emergency Response Fund.

Multi-Cultural Child and Family Hope Center Cultural Nights
Arts Impact collaborated with the Multicultural Child and Family Hope Center (MCFHC) in Tacoma  
to offer a series of online cultural nights for arts infused sharing and support throughout the school 
year. Participating families received arts kits including books, snacks, art materials, and infused  
Social Emotional Learning arts lessons developed to integrate with each provided book.

Llama Llama Red Pajama by Anna Dewdney

Theater and SEL Infused Storybook Lesson Author/Artist Mentor: Dave Quicksall

Grade Level: Older Toddler to Preschool

Enduring Understanding: Feelings are associated with actions and routines.  
Understanding feelings helps to self-regulate actions and responses.

Lesson Description: Students participate in an interactive reading of the book.  
Students recall and act out the sequence of getting ready for bed and falling asleep.  
Using a simplified Mood Meter, the teacher leads the students 
to help solve the problem of not being able to fall asleep. 
Students recount different experiences and feelings they 
may have when they go to sleep. Using the story as a guide, 
students explore different coping strategies to help fall asleep.

“The children’s feedback was positive, excited.  
The kids would go to school talking about the 
night before. Parent feedback was also positive.” 

Tracy Whitley, MCFHC

“The children were so excited for their own art 
materials to take home. These have become their 
prized possessions, not only for our arts lessons 
(which the kids love, look forward to, and are 
fully engaged with!), but to support self-initiated arts experiences 
that may not otherwise have been accessible to them. Kids are 
much more confident. Today, we were doing comic books and not a 
single child told me they couldn’t draw.” 

Sarah Lane, Teacher at Franklin
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April Mini-Academy
Students and educators from Native Voices schools participated in a 3-day online mini academy, 
from April 27-29, 2021. Schools and families requested the shorter after-school format for 
the Spring Academy to minimize students missing in-class instruction. Because of the shorter 
timeframe and the on-going trauma impacting Native youth and families, the NVLT asked 
Patricia Whitefoot (Yakama), Jefferson Greene (Warm Springs) LoVina Louie (Coeur D’Alene)  
and Mariana Harvey (Yakama) to share an Indigenous plant medicine and social emotional 
healing lesson for the academy. Students learned songs and prayers in Indigenous languages, 
made cedar steam and rosehip jam while learning their healing properties, and engaged in 
Native mindfulness practices while hearing foundational stories from Tribal Elders. 

Native Voices  
Leadership Team

The Native Voices Arts  
program is led by the Native 

Voices Leadership Team (NVLT) 
consisting of 15 teaching artists, 

elders, plant specialists and 
culture keepers from the Tribal 

Nations it serves. Members of 
the NVLT develop all aspects of 

the program from curriculum, 
to teaching in the academies 

and school mentorships, to 
collaborating with local Tribal 

members where Native Voices 
schools are located. 

November Student Academy
The Fall 2020 Native Voices Arts Academy engaged over 100 students, families, teachers, elders, and teaching artists in 22 hours 
of arts and culture infused learning, providing valuable academic and social emotional support for some of the state’s most 
academically vulnerable students, disproportionally impacted by COVID-19. Students who had not participated in regular online 
learning, turned on their cameras eager to learn weaving, printmaking, theater, and the history of Indian resistance taught 
by master Native artists. To support at-home participation, Arts Impact created and hand delivered arts and culture kits with 
natural materials, purchased art supplies, tools, and Indigenous foods and medicines to each participant. 

“The best way to understand what people think and value is to listen. Everything is like a thread. If you follow it with 
an open mind and heart and minimize your ego, you will discover new meanings and ways to see things.“

Toby Syrett, Educator 

“The impact of language 
revitalization, along with 

place based, culturally 
grounded, arts infused 

learning is revolutionary. 
This work deepens and 

nourishes one’s sense of 
belonging, identity, and 

creates a grounding in 
relationship to our place  

in the circle of things.”  

Shameka Gagnier  
(Pura’pecha)  

– Artist Mentor 

Native Voices 
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Arts and Science Workshops
In the spring of 2021, Arts Impact worked with the Puget Sound  
Educational Service District to offer six, 3-hour workshops for a total 
enrollment of 220 teachers, to help teachers to integrate arts into science 
learning for students. These three-hour experiences included a standards-
based arts infused science lesson, two teaching artists for each workshop, 
and a classroom art kit for each participating teacher. In addition, Arts Impact 
offered 15 virtual artist residencies in participating teachers’ classrooms.

“Connecting our science learning to our community, on a small 
scale (proximity to the Samish river) and a larger scale, the 

Puget Sound and the systems in which we live. I will be doing 
these lessons with my class. I love the focus on the environment, 

sustainability and how to be good stewards of the land.” 

Kelly Chen, Hathaway Elementary

“This fits perfectly with my Humanities course in our 
Activism unit. A way to incorporate student voice, using 
STEM in the classroom. I will definitely be teaching this 

unit because my goal is to get students to find their voice. 
Combining literature, film, music, storytelling, drama 

and art to teach about Native cultures and sustainability. 
I will take the power of images and music to speak 

volumes, and also the need for all of us to be water, air 
and land protectors, now more than ever.“

 Anne Kiemle, Issaquah Middle School

“This is a great way to incorporate art into STEM for young learners to be 
engaged. I will be incorporating this next year as we teach science! I have a 

better idea on how to incorporate water uses, protection and importance 
of with my students and art. More ideas to incorporate the arts and 

science using different media. Tying this into the Watershed unit.“

Connie Lawrence, Kimball Elementary
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Your partnership and generosity make our work possible! 

If you notice an error or omission on this list, please contact  
Director of Development & Communications Louise McKay at  

louisem@arts-impact.org or 206.351.9073

Debbie Gilbert and David McMullen
Carol Gould
GRACE GOW Jewelry
Greater Tacoma Community 
Foundation

Group Health Foundation
Grousemont Foundation
David and Katherine Guthrie
Karen Gwilym
Jim and Louisa Halfaker
Meg Hannan
Regina Hannan
Connie Hansen
Christine Hanson
Beverly Harding Buehler and  
Larry Buehler

Louise Harding
Rosemary and Courtney Hashimoto
Kathleen Henwood
Diane Hetrick and  
Denis Martynowych

Mary Holscher
Lisa Holtby
Amanda Hubbard
Mylen Huggins
Laurence Hughes
Humble Vine
Laura Johnson
Susan and Andy Keane
Richard and Nancy Kedward
Tom Kelly
Molly Kennedy
Anne Kiemle and Kael Sherard
Sarah Klostermeier
Diane Kroll
Laird Norton Family Foundation
Frank Lawler and Ann McCurdy
Ashley and Lance Leasure
Anne Lee
Dave and Trina Loehndorf
Bunny Lytle and Marsha Barton
Cynthia MacIsaac
Kelda Martensen
Louise and Philip McKay

Irene Milks
Cadence Miller
Stacy Mitchell
Carol Mooney
Melinda Morimoto
Muckleshoot Indian Tribe
Gail and Bryan Neal
Margaret Nelson
Norcliffe Foundation
Nancy Nordhoff
Alex and Katie Orland
Sara Marie Ortiz
Audrey Otto
Ann and Jon Palmason
Kathleen Pape
Rich Pellegrin
Anthony Peterson
Joanne Petroff
Philanthropy Northwest
Plymouth Congregational
Amanda Poch
Sara Porter
Anitraa Prater
Puget Sound Educational  
Service District

Quinault Pride Seafood
Barbara Rhoe
Suzanne Righi
Robert W. Baird & Co, Inc
Teresa Rury
Eric Salisbury
Amanda Salov
Susan Paul and Jay R. III Sasnet
Tamora Schoenbeberg
Vicki Schoettle
Schools Out Washington (SOWA)
Seattle Foundation
Ellen Shaman
Jamie and Bruce Shilling
Brian Shircliff
H Warren and Nancy Smith
Jen and Matt Smith
Robin Smith
LaWonda Smith-Marshall

David Stevson
Berit Stover
Zac and Andrea Stowell
Naomi Strom-Avila
Swansons
Victoria and Robert Swerdlow
Tacoma School District
Linda & Henry Tanz
Farah Thaxton
The Good Society Brewery  
& Public House

Melissa and Jeff Thirloway
Virginia Thompson
Kristina Thorp
John Todd and Cindy Moffet
Karen Townsend
Tulalip Cares Foundation
Urban League of  
Metropolitan Seattle

US Department of Treasury
Joel VandenBrink
Kris Vermeer
Diane Vickers
Barbara Vlcek-Vinikow
WA State Office of 
Superintendent of Public 
Instruction (OSPI)

Tina Wade
Sally Wagner-Arriola
Dick Wall and Liz Ablow
Erika Warren
Grace Washington
Washington State Arts 
Commission (ArtsWA)

Charlie and Susy Watts
Shauns Weatherby
John and Lisa Welch
Claire Wilson
Matt Wood
Dora Woodward
Stephanie Zea
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4Culture
Alicea Household
Louis Allard and Barry Thomas
Bruce and Joann Amundson
Pat Anderson
Arts and Humanities Bainbridge
ArtsFund
Linda Ashby
Bamford Foundation
Anne and Tom Banks
Sibyl and Paul Barnum
Erika Bass and Craig Borgmann
Benevity
Sarah Bloom
Carol Borgmann
Kathy Brazeau
Wendy Bream
Brennan Thompson
Carol Bush
Beatrice Butler
Jess Campoy
Jennifer Canas
Catherine Carbone Rogers
Dana Carmichael-Tanaka
Elizabeth Cruz
Diane Culhane
Kristine Danzinger
Claire DeGon
Idalice (Dee) Dickinson
Barbara Duffy
Wayne Duncan
Allison Dungan
Faith Eakin
Meredith Essex
Fidelity Charitable
Jamee Fields
Paige Fobes
Susan Ford
Marlene Foster
Shameka Gagnier
Rafael Gallardo and Alli Schircliff
Susan and Tom Gaskin
Georgetown Brewing Company

July 2020 - June 2021
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