
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s picnic time (?) again!           

If you are making your usual plans to attend the colony picnic this August, better check your calendar again—the dates this year have been 
moved up one weekend to Saturday and Sunday, August 6 and 7. We don’t necessarily think this means we will escape the usual mid-
summer Nebraska heat. However, by holding the picnic inside the new museum building on the Henry Heim farm, you’ll bask in the comfort 
of modern air conditioning during the picnic dinner Sunday noon and enjoy displays and reminiscing with friends and relatives you might not 
have seen for many years.  
 Volleyball and other games will be available outside on Saturday and Sunday. A 
delicious meal will be catered by Ricky’s Cafe at a cost of $10 for adults and $5 for 
children 12 and under. (See reservation form in this issue; reservations due July 
17!) 
 As usual, the event will be a two-day affair. The museum building will open at 
10:00 Saturday for those volunteering to help set up tables, chairs, and displays. 
Lunch will be available at noon. The Colony Board of Directors will meet at 1 p.m. 
at the museum—visitors are encouraged to attend.  
 Saturday evening at 6, the traditional watermelon feed will take place on the 
museum lawn. Members of the Dawson community, as usual, are also invited. 
Sunday morning, starting at 9:30, rolls and coffee will be available in the basement 
of the Christian Church in Humboldt for those who would like to visit before church 
services begin in the sanctuary at 10:30. The church has recently remodeled the 
lower level restrooms and installed a lift to make the facility handicap-accessible. 
There will be a Memorial Moment presented by a Penn Colony descendant during 
the morning service. The catered picnic meal will follow at the museum at 12:15. 
 Travelers from afar are advised that there may be construction delays on both 
Highways 2 and 75 in the Nebraska City area.  
 We missed some of our regular attendees last year and hope relatives and 
friends, old and new, will make an effort to attend. 
 

New this year! 
See description of games on page 8—Kids of all ages are eligible! 

 
For any strangers to Dawson, see map above. Take 
the turnoff to Dawson’s side street (Nemaha) a few 
hundred feet south of the intersection of Highways 
73 and 75. Then make a quick turn down the lane to 
the Penn Colony Museum. 

 

All in one lifetime—By Keith M. Heim 
Those of us who who are nearing or have reached the octo-decade find the current world with its rapid change a bit 
bewildering. However, I doubt that the changes we have experienced in our lifetimes hold a candle to those 
experienced by our parents’ generation. 
 My father, Melvin Heim, was born in 1897 and passed away in1982 at the age of 84. In his lifetime, a little more 
than three-quarters of a century, he experienced an avalanche of changes which probably exceeded those of all of 
his ancestors of the previous millennium! 
 The discovery and harnessing of electricity and its provision even to remote rural areas ushered in countless 
inventions which influenced almost every aspect of daily life. The list is staggering: electric lights, heating, running 
water, indoor plumbing, electric blankets, refrigerators, washing machines and dryers, traffic lights, milking 
machines, radios, television, motion pictures, microphones and amplifiers, phonograph and tape recorders, electric 

stoves and hot plates, microwaves, mixers, blenders, incubators, voting machines, curling irons, irons, automobiles with starters, windshield 
wipers, dial phones, tanning booths, air conditioning and electric fans—the list goes on and on.                                      (continued on page 5)  
 
  

 

 
 
  Issue No. 54                                    A Publication of the Pennsylvania Colony Historical Society of Nebraska                                      July 2016   

 
Melvin Heim, 1963 

 



 

THE COLONY PENN 
EDITOR 

Keith Heim 
7200 Van Dorn, #359, Lincoln, NE  68506 

rvnkh4@gmail.com 

DESIGN/PRODUCTION 
Shirley Heim Pierce 

Copyright © 2016 Pennsylvania Colony 
Historical Society of Nebraska 

Permission to reprint in whole or in part is hereby 
granted, provided the following credit line is 

used: “Reprinted by permission from The Colony 
Penn, a publication of the Pennsylvania Colony 

Historical Society of Nebraska.” 
—— 

PENNSYLVANIA COLONY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF 

NEBRASKA 
PRESIDENT/DIRECTOR 

Dan Pleiss 
14721 Laurel Plaza, Omaha, NE 68116 

402-431-9267 
dan@pleiss.omhcoxmail.com 

VICE-PRESIDENT/DIRECTOR 
John Heim 

SECRETARY-TREASURER/DIRECTOR 
Cindy Callaway 

DIRECTORS 
Douglas Brown          Keith Heim 
Michelle Heim        Karen Krofta 
Lorrie Novak           Marilyn Ogle 
Shirley Pierce        David Shorney 

—— 
VOICE OF PENN COLONY 

Robert Williamson 
402-239-6489—wb20437@bbwi.net 

—— 
GENEALOGY/STATISTICS 
Send family information to: 

Evie Heim Grubb 
Eve.grubb@sths.org 

—— 
MUSEUM MONITORS 

Michelle Heim 
402-855-2285 

mheim1021@gmail.com 
Marilyn Ogle 

402-855-4225—r_mogle@bbwi.net 
—— 

WEBSITE 
www.penncolonynebraska.org 

—— 
MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES 

Life $1000; Patron $50; Sustaining $25; 
Family $15; Individual $10 

To join or renew, send check to: 
Charol Pleiss 

14721 Laurel Plaza, Omaha, NE 68116 
charol@pleiss.omhcoxmail.com 

A qualified Internal Revenue Service 
501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization. 

This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer. 

PAGE 2 JULY 2016 THE COLONY PENN 
 

President’s Letter 
It is Summer. It is Hot. It is Picnic time. New dates for the picnic: 
August 6 & 7, 2016. See additional information regarding the picnic 
events elsewhere in this newsletter. 
 If anyone wants to come to Dawson a few days before the picnic 
weekend, you are welcome and we will put you to work helping set 
up displays. Hot outside but cool inside the museum building. 
 The museum building has been a busy place this past year—
receptions, anniversary parties, birthday parties, funeral lunches and 

more. The greater Dawson community is utilizing the facility—that is what we all hoped for. 
 The Penn Colony is undertaking two restoration projects this year. First is the barn. We have 
obtained a quotation from the Amish carpenters near Table Rock to perform this task. They have 
a sawmill and can replicate the damaged and deteriorated wood. The project has an estimated 
cost of $11,150. We applied to the Richardson County Visitors Committee for a grant for $5,575 
and were awarded $1,000. We have budgeted $5,000 for repairs so we are a little short of funds 
for this project. 
 The second restoration undertaking is the second floor of the Henry Heim House. There is 
plaster to repair, paint to scrape, carpet to tear up and floors to work on. This was to be funded 
with a part of the $5,000 building repair budget item. There are three bedrooms and two common 
areas to restore. We have already replaced two windows. As we did with the first floor area, any 
of these rooms or areas are available for an “adopt a room” funding restoration participation. 
Also, if anyone wants to come to Dawson and spend some quality work time on the restoration, 
you are welcome. Just call or email me to coordinate times. 
 Hope to see many of you at the Picnic.                                                           —Dan Pleiss 
  
 

Remember to get your meal reservations in by July 17— 
our caterer needs an early response! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Great newsletter! If I would have read it 50 
years ago, a lot of what I lived through would 
have made more sense.  
 Thanks Keith, Shirley, et. al.  

—John Heim 
John emails us from Marion, Iowa 
 
Dan Pleiss received the following letter from a 
descendant of relatives who settled at Bloom-
ing Grove and then migrated to Bucyrus, Ohio. 
John Gross and members of the Sippley, Wagner, 
Eckard, and Kerr families, and perhaps others, 
later moved on to the Dawson area and 
became part of the Pennsylvania Colony. We 
are delighted to reestablish contact with our 
Ohio cousins!                                      —kmh 

I just want to send you and your editor, Keith 
Heim, my personal congratulations and thanks 
for another fine issue of The Colony Penn. It is 
always a pleasure to read. As usual the color 
adds much to the overall “good looks” of the 
publication. I was of course thrilled to see and 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
then read the lead article on my GGG Grand-
father Haller (on my dad’s side). How I wish 
there was more known about him, especially 
those years spent back in Württemberg. 
Where did he receive his education, etc. No 
one that I’ve spoken or corresponded with (on 
this side of the pond anyway) seems to have 
that information. Too bad there was never a 
drawing or painting of this man to whom so 
many owe so much. 
 I also always enjoy reading the updates on 
my Heim relatives “out west.” Jacob G. Heim 
was the husband of one of my First Cousins 
Three Times Removed, Regina Gross (on my 
mother’s side). Thus all of their descendants 
are my cousins!—and I must confess that I’ve 
really not even begun to “plumb” the 
genealogy of all of them. 
 Yours for continued family ties, 

John Kiess Kurtz, MD 
President of the Bucyrus Historical Society 

Bucyrus, Ohio 

 
Charol and Dan Pleiss 
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Nelson H. Ulmer: Service in World War One 
By Barrett Young 

My “investigation” into my great-grandfather Nelson Ulmer’s WWI 
experience all started in the fall of 2015. I was taking US History 102 
at Fort Scott Community College in Fort Scott, Kansas, when the 
topic of WWI came up. My dad, Wayne, had several war mementos 
from Nelson but didn’t really know much about them. These items 
tied to the topic of WWI in class got my attention and piqued my 
interest. Here is some of the information I have gathered from 
Nelson’s Service Book and several other sources. 

 
 Nelson began his military career on August 20, 1918, at the local 
draft board in Falls City, Nebraska. In the afternoon, he and seven 
others boarded a train for Des Moines, Iowa. Near midnight, the 
train reached Camp Dodge, Iowa, where Nelson spent his time 
getting equipment, vaccinations, drilling, hiking, tests, and was even 
placed on stable duty for a time.  
 On September 21, he started for Camp Jesup (near Fort 
McPherson, Georgia) arriving at Camp Jesup on September 23. On 
October 20, new companies were formed and he became a part of 
Co. G. Unit 310, Motor Transport Corps. (The Motor Transport 
Corps was formed out of the Quartermaster Corps on 15 August 
1918, by General Order No. 75. Men needed to staff this new corps 
were recruited from the skilled tradesmen working for automotive 
manufacturers in the US.)  
 Nelson rolled his pack for the last time at Camp Jesup and 
boarded a train due north on October 24, reaching Camp Merritt, 
New Jersey, Sunday morning, October 27. There he was issued 
equipment, inspected, and in his words, “shearing our beautiful 
curls.” The next day he set out for Alpine Landing where he boarded 
a ferry boat for Hoboken, New Jersey. Upon arrival in Hoboken, he 
boarded the Princess Matoika (formerly Princess Alice of Germany), 
and at noon was France bound. During the voyage Nelson wrote: 
“The voyage was rather uneventful with the exception of one day of 
storm.” 
 The ship finally landed in the harbor at Brest, France on 
November 9, 1918. From there, he marched to Camp Pontanezen 

(near Brest). On November 17, 
Nelson boarded a freight train at 
about 4 P.M. and started inland to 
Langres, where they spent the night 
on the 20th. When dawn had come 
they went in trucks and arrived at 
Camp Williams in Is-sur-Tille, 
France on November 23. There were 
35 men in Nelson’s detachment with 
their duty being to operate a small 
repair shop at this place. 
 On December 19 they left Camp 
Williams in trucks and went to 
Néville L’Equeque, France where the 
group made their home in a deserted 
barn. On December 23, Nelson started 
for Germany in connection with Unit 
310 which had again assembled. They traveled in 3-ton Liberty 
trucks and passed thru Neufchâteau, Pont-à-Mousson (spending 
Christmas Eve there), and Metz in France. They traveled through 
Luxembourg, and Treves and Salmahr in Germany.  
 Nelson stayed in Germany for about eight months. About midnight 
of the 27th of December, occupation of the Rhineland began. Here 
on the bank of the Rhine, Unit 310 set up and operated a complete 
auto repair shop and spare parts warehouse. The unit did auto, truck, 
and motorcycle repairs for the entire Third Army (Army of Occupa-
tion). While in Germany, Nelson also played the cornet for a skit 
entitled “Occupation Follies” in 1919. 
 

 
Nelson in Orchestra, ca. 1919 

 I learned a very funny thing while doing this research. On 
January 6, 1919, Nelson learned that he had been a sergeant since 
about October 20th. However, this rank lasted only about three 
weeks after he became aware of the promotion. He was soon reduced 
to the rank of private once again.  
 On January 6th Nelson had his only experience in guard duty. 
The journal ends with: “Feb 3rd. I was sent to the hospital, a victim 
of the mumps.”  
 This is another interesting fact: the Service Book ends with 
February 3, 1919, but he was not discharged until September 23, 
1919. I have no record of how he spent his time in between those 
dates and no way of finding out. A mystery no doubt! 
 As the centennial of America’s involvement in WWI approaches 
in 2017, I hope that we will all take time to remember those who 
served our country. 

 
Nelson Ulmer at Camp Jessup, 1918 

 
Nelson Howard Ulmer (left) 
Germany, March 23, 1919 
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1929 Colony Reunion 
 

 

Thanks to a recent donation to the Penn Colony Museum by Barbara 
Ely Fullmer, Cogan Station, PA, we have a photo of the 1929 
reunion that has not been available previously (above). 
 Barbara’s donation also includes a diary kept by her grandfather, 
Ira Fernando Heim, when he and his bride, Sabina M. Ulmer, 
traveled from Blooming Grove, PA, to Dawson on their honeymoon. 
They were married November 18, 1908. An album of pictures taken 
during their trip shows their visits with many of their Dawson 
relatives. They visited from November until January 6, 1909. 

Written on the back of the 1929 reunion photo are these words: 
“Pennsylvania Colony Picnic of Dawson Nebr. held 
on our lawn Aug 14, 1929. There were 87 present; 
should have been about 120. Three or four families 
were on vacation trips to the Mountains and some 
were too busy. It will be held on the last week of Aug. 
every year so make your arrangements accordingly. 
Martin.” [Presumably, Martin D. Ulmer] 

Additional photos and postcards complete the donation. 
 

 

Speed reading 
 
Many of us will remember fondly the Burma Shave signs that used 
to adorn our roadsides sixty or seventy years ago. They helped 
relieve the boredom of long trips, and drivers and passengers looked 
forward to the latest ones. An apt set of signs I remember read:  

 
 My grandpa (S.F. Heim) probably looked forward to the rental 
check he received each year for permitting the company to erect the 
signs along Highway 75 on the back side of his farm. The rental 

 agreement dated 1945 fixes the annual stipend at $2.00, and because 
of restricted travel during the war, it encourages him to inspect the 
signs weekly and notify them if they have been damaged. 
 One bonus was that when the set was replaced with a new jingle, 
Burma Shave left five nice boards lying by the roadside which could 
serve a number of purposes on the farm. 
 The messages often concerned safe driving practices—obeying 
speed limits, staying awake, and paying attention to driving, for 
example, but I sometimes wonder if they didn’t cause more 
accidents than they saved as drivers craned their necks out the 
window to read the latest clever message as they rocketed past! 

—kmh 
 
 

Photo credits: Page 1: Keith Heim. Page 2: Linda Knudsen. Page 3: 
Barrett Young. Pages 4, 5, & 7: Barbara Ely Fullmer. 
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Lorrie Novak speaks at 
Memorial Day service 
Featured speaker at this year’s Memorial Day service at the Hum-
boldt Cemetery was Lorrie Hayward Novak. She gave a brief history 
of the observance of Memorial Day and paid tribute to the men and 
women who have sacrificed their lives in the nation’s wars. Lorrie, a 
member of the Colony’s Board of Directors, is a graduate of the Air 
Force Academy. After serving as a pilot on active duty for ten years, 
she became a pilot for United Airlines, flying regularly to Europe. 

Good Ol’ Days Long Gone 
From The Dawson Herald, March 17, 1924. “After practically every 
other town in the county had dropped the price of gasoline to 17 
cents some time ago, the low price went into effect here Tuesday 
afternoon when Leo Hock cut from 20 to 17 cents, bringing a supply 
in barrels from another town. The Standard station immediately met 
the cut, as did the curb pumps and the lower price is now 
established.” 
 Gas these days is not to be had at any price in Dawson—where 
once there were five stations in town and another three miles north 
of town, now there are none!—kmh 

All in one lifetime (continued from page 1) 

 A random and incomplete list of other changes might include the 
decline of small towns and the family farm, urbanization, the 
prevalence of college educations, scattering of family members, 
women in the workplace, decline in organized religion and its use in 
schools, migration of blacks to northern cities, rise and decline of 
railroads, trucking, air mail, interstate highways, terracing replacing 
rectangular fields bounded by Osage Orange, hybrid seed corn, 
combines and corn pickers, tractors, advent of gas stations, Polaroid 
cameras, hearing aids, dial telephones, detergents, Lazy Boy 
recliners, TV dinners and frozen foods, Kool-aid, supermarkets, 
decline of home funerals, admission of five additional states, 
Panama Canal, two World Wars, women’s suffrage, heart and 
kidney transplants, penicillin, vaccinations for polio, diphtheria, 
small pox, measles, and other diseases, jazz and rap (and ear plugs), 
the big bands, the bikini, salad bars, pizza . . . .  
 Incidentally, I remember in the 1940s mentioning to my grand-
father, Samuel F. Heim, then in his mid 80s, having been to a movie. 
He asked, “Was it a talkie?”  
  Okay, okay, so I missed a few things! I’d be glad to hear about 
them from readers. Just don’t try to contact me by I-pod, email, cell 
phone, Facebook (whatever that is) or drones. Snail mail will do 
nicely.  

 
 

DONATIONS 
The following funds have been received since the last issue of the 
newsletter was published. Donations received after June 6, 2016,  
will be reported in the next newsletter. If you would prefer your 
donation to be listed anonymously or be unpublished, please indicate 
your preference. 
 Thanks to all who contribute in any way to support the 
Pennsylvania Colony. 
Donations: 
John Scott Judd, $75 
Phyllis Luebs, $35 
Dave & Shirley Haner, $50 
Robert & Mary Bohlken, $50 
Larry & Joan Lanning, $40 
Sam & Wanda Bilsing, $100, in memory of Sam’s mother, 

Mary E. Bilsing 
Myron Klein, $50, in memory of Helen Stratton Klein 
John Hickey, $100, in honor of Shirley M. Pierce 
Shirley Pierce, $500, in memory of brothers Lloyd (Army), 

Vern (Coast Guard), Dale (Navy), and Jerry Brown (Air Force) 
The Lou Glather family, $200, in memory of Lou 
 

FORMS ENCLOSED WITH THIS NEWSLETTER 
1. Picnic lunch reservation form. Complete and return no 

later than July 17. 
2. Membership form. For both new members and renewals. 

Membership year is September 2016 through August 2017.  
3. Donation form.            
4. Genealogy Data Report. Help keep our database up to date 

by reporting births/marriages/divorces/deaths. 

 

 
Photo Postcard, Barbara Ely Fullmer Collection 

The card is postmarked Doniphan, Nebr. Feb. 8, 1910, and is addressed 
to Mrs. Dora Shafer, Cogan Station, Pa. 
Writing on the front of the card: 
Doniphan Neb. 2/8, ’10. Dear Aunt Dora. On this your birthday we 
pray that God may keep you in “perfect” peace and joy in the Lord, 
and trust you may yet have many happy returns of the day. C.F. Heim 
& family. 
Writing on the back of the card: 
We are engaged in the work to which the Lord called. Have a country 
charge north of Hastings, Nebr. among a good and kind people. The 
fur coat, Mrs. Heim’s coat & horse blankets as shown in picture are 
some of the things our people have given us this year. We do much 
driving and need such coats. The building is the Parsonage. Chris. H. 
[The writer is Rev. Christian F. Heim (1870-1956), son of Johnnie and 
Margaret Heim.]
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A record-setting business 
The following article about the poultry business of Wesley Heim and family appeared in The Dawson 
Herald on October 21, 1943. (The article has been edited for clarity.) Sue Seaton of Kearney, a former 
member of the Board of Directors of the Penn Colony, is a granddaughter of Wesley and Viva Heim. 

 
Wesley and his wife Viva live on a 160 acre farm just north of the 
Dawson corner, which was originally farmed by his father, Jonathan 
Heim. Their children, Phyllis and Gene, provide valuable help in 
caring for more than a thousand chickens which are kept in wire 
cages in the chicken houses. All of the grain raised on the farm goes 
into the chicken business. 
 Wesley and Viva became interested in the raising of chickens, 
starting with a small flock of white Leghorns and increasing it year 
by year as the enterprise prospered. The keeping of accurate 
accounts has proven of exceptional benefit to the business. From the 
very first, Mrs. Heim took over the bookkeeping end of the business, 
keeping accurate records of expenditures and receipts. Thus, they 
were able to determine what it cost them to produce each dozen 
eggs. Based on the records, older hens which show a profitable per- 

 
formance are held over. However, more than 50 percent of the eggs 
now being laid are produced by pullets. For the past several years, 
they have found a specialized market for their eggs with a large 
chain store. The eggs are picked up at the farm at regular intervals 
and trucked to Omaha. Because of their high quality and freshness, 
the Heims receive a nice premium above market price.  
 The increased demand for quality eggs has tempted the Heims to 
continue to increase the size of their flock, but they have decided 
that it is better and more profitable to confine their operations to the 
number of birds that members of the family can take care of rather 
than depend on being able to employ help.  
 Their system of poultry management is being very highly praised 
by poultry specialists and they furnish information to many flock 
owners and to agricultural colleges.  

 

 

From Gertrude’s dairy . . . 
Gertrude, wife of publisher Charles Ross, was an inveterate 
keeper of a dairy. The  Ross’s were Dawson’s all-purpose 
“printers,” and together they also published The Dawson 
Herald, a weekly newspaper—in which the article above was 
published. Below are some notes from Gertrude’s 1937 dairy. 

 
Feb. 2726 degrees today—light flurries of snow. Linden Heim 
bought 100 of our chicks now 5 weeks old at 25 cents a piece. 

April 1—“Old People” 
God made old people very wise, 
He hid the ages in their eyes. 
Life is sculptured on their lips, 
And patience blunts their finger tips. 
Memory echoes when they talk 
Like old are actors who rehearse 
The drama of a universe. 

April 12Hazelbell Hunt came today to keep house for a few days 
while I am in the office. Max Georgi was the winner in the tie for 
school board. 

April 15—headline: “They’ll try anything Once” 
 “Donald Riley and Jerry Knickerbocker are two youngsters who, 
despite their youth, have modern ideas and believe the ads in the 
Herald. 
 “A couple weeks ago the Johnson Lumber Co. advertised a new 
convenience for homes not equipped with sewage disposal plants, 
and state that one of these small buildings (sometimes known as a 
Chic Sale Special) was on display at the lumber yard. Donald and 
Jerry were greatly interested and eventually they found a time when 
Mr. Johnson was busy elsewhere and the boys put their stamp of 
approval on the building and the WPA, a unit of which is erecting 
them. They are now added to the list of persons approving and recom- 
 
 

 
 
 
mending these buildings as the last word in comfort and convenience. 
Both are kindergartners in the public school and we understand that 
the reward they received for their endorsement was not that usually 
accorded movie stars and other prominent people for using and 
endorsing new products” 

June 29big crowd at the free movies tonight….always fun to visit 
with people during the shows as they are so well attended. 

July 26—Talk of possibly striking oil on the Ogle farm is heard on 
every side. However, I have little faith in it. 

Nov. 5disappointment—the oil test well has “blown up.” 
 
[The “small building” mentioned in Gertrude’s April 15th entry is 
sometimes called an “outbuilding” or “privy” (and a few other names). 
I recall the WPA visiting our farm two miles north of town, and 
while the “small building” was somewhat more “attractive” than the 
one it replaced, we never thought of it as the “last word in comfort 
and convenience.” However, it was a “step up” and was not outdone 
until a few years later when electricity came to the farm! shp] 
 

COOPERS 
“The Right Place Since 1908” 

Put my store beside Marshall Fields and it 
would look as big as a bump on a log. 

But it’s my store and I run it to suit myself 
and my customers. Not another soul has 

a  finger in my pie (except my wife). 

The above ad for Cooper’s grocery appeared in 
The Dawson Reporter, 1914 
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Old Fashioned Bread Pudding  
[My mother made a note: “the Heim recipe” –kmh] 

2 cups hot milk 
4 cups coarse bread crumbs 
1/4 cup melted butter 
1/2 cup sugar 
2 eggs slightly beaten 
1/4 tsp salt 
1 tsp vanilla 
1/2 cup raisins (optional) 
1 tsp cinnamon or 3/4 tsp nutmeg 

Pour hot milk over bread and cool, then add other ingredients and 
mix together. Pour into a 1-1/2 qt. casserole that has been buttered. 
Bake 40 to 50 minutes at 350 degrees until silver knife comes out 
clean in the center when tested. Serve with hard sauce or cream. 

Phantom riders of the past 
Growing up north of Dawson across the road from the Emerson 
Heim family, we kids were the beneficiaries of many afternoons of 
sleighriding in their pasture. There was a long, steep slope on which 
to slide, and the turf, cropped short by grazing sheep, enabled the 
sledder to gather breakneck speed exceeded only by the jets of thirty 
years later.  
 Near the bottom of the slope, which ended in a ditch, we crossed 
a pathway, about ten feet wide, which ran diagonally to the south-
west. We kids were told, or possibly imagined, that it was a path 
created by the Indians of earlier days. The thought of crossing their 
path evoked images of fierce warriors with feathered headdresses 
galloping by. 
 As must happen with most childhood imaginations, the illusion 
was destroyed some years later by an early resident who informed us 
that the path was created by horses and wagons belonging to settlers 
living northeast of town who made the path in their journeys to and 
from the new town of Dawson.                                           —kmh 

 

Can you identify these homes? 
When Barbara Ely Fullmer of Cogan Station, PA, donated items to the Penn Colony Museum (see page 4), we found among them photos that 
may truly be one-of-a-kind. You may have noticed, going through your family photos, that many were duplicated and distributed among the 
Dawson relatives. Barbara’s photos were taken by her grandfather as mementos of his and his bride’s honeymoon trip. There are few 
identifications with the photos, and now you can search your memories, or your old family photos, and try to guess whose homes these were. 
Let us know what you come up with, and, if you know, provide the location, and whether the house is still standing. A puzzle for you! 
 

 
Fullmer Photo #1 

 

 
Fullmer Photo #2 

 
Fullmer Photo #4 

 
 

 
Fullmer Photo #5 

 

 
Fullmer Photo #7 

 
 
 
 

 
Fullmer Photo #12 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 

Letter to a soldier . . . While I was serving with the 4th Infantry Division near Pleiku in 
central Vietnam, a fourth grade class at a school in Minneapolis decided to do something nice for the GIs. They made 
valentines and sent a big box of them to division headquarters. These were then parceled out to the soldiers who were 
encouraged to write back to the sender.  
 My valentine was a rather crude heart made of red construction paper with white paper lace decorating the edges. 
The front side read “Happy Valentines Day.” The reverse side had a little poem which read, “Your shirt is tore, but 

be brave and win the war.” It was signed “Rebecca, Grade 4.” She added, “Write back.” I was quite touched by it and did write to Rebecca to 
tell her how much I appreciated it. That’s almost half a century ago, but I kept the valentine, now on display in the Colony museum.   —kmh 

Veterans: Do you have a story to tell? In observance of Veterans Day, please send your stories for our next issue. 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              
Wondering what the kids can do while you visit with your cousins at 
the reunion? Are the kids wondering what they can do while you sit 
around “doing nothing exciting”? 
 Wonder no longer! This year the Colony will have a variety of 
games that enterprising youngsters can tackle on their own, like a 
bean bag toss, or ladder golf. Or maybe they will organize teams to 
compete in volleyball or badminton. See you at the net! 

 How about a history lesson in games of “yesteryear,” like the 
sack race and the three-legged race? 
 The Colony will not be supplying game leaders, or referees, or 
coaches, so why not prepare your young-uns to take on the challenge 
of forming a team, or leading one of the games. 
 Below are games that will be available. So come one, come all, 
and remember—you don’t have to be a kid to participate! 

 

Ladder Golf: Throw a bola, two balls connected by a string, onto a ladder. Each team has a ladder that has three 
rungs, each rung scoring a different point value. One common method of scoring is to have the top rung worth 1 
point, middle is 2, and bottom is 3. The bolas suspended on the ladder score the points for that rung. Points are tallied 
at the end of each round. with the goal of getting at least 21 points to win. 
 

Bean Bag Toss: players take turns throwing bean bags at a raised 
platform with a hole in the far end. A bag in the hole scores 3 points, 

while one on the platform scores 1 
point. Play continues until a team or 
player reaches the score of 21. 
 
 
 

Yard Darts: Rubber tips—no one gets hurt!!  Sacks: for races. 

 

Volleyball!            Badminton! 
  Underhand 
  only—no 
  spiking! 
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Games! Games! Games! 
Games for Kids! 

( for kids of all ages ) 

 


