
 

 

 

  

 

 

To Members of YRUA 

I felt it would be important that I make contact with you all following the announcement of my 

position as Head of Umpiring for AFLOE. I am excited by the opportunity to further develop, 

motivate and upskill the current members as well as promote new and previous members back 

to umpiring with AFLOE and the YRUA.  

Although I start formally on November the 1st, plans have begun to be discussed around a 

variety of topics on how we can improve your overall umpiring experience and complement that 

with valuable additions in terms of coaching initiatives, recruitment, and training structure.  

My own umpiring values of consistent hard work will build the foundation for our success. 

Specifically, an attention to detail, communication, teamwork, knowledge, and fitness are key 

priorities for my personal development and I endeavour to live by those throughout my 

involvement with the group.  

Personally, I grew up in Central Victoria umpiring with the Bendigo Umpires association for 8 

years before 5 years at VFL level and currently just completed my 3rd year on the AFL list. I see 

the similarities with your Association and the Bendigo Umpires Association, around travel and 

different training locations providing adversity for group dynamic. This is a challenge which I 

can see you all embrace, and I know having experienced this myself from a young age that it 

only makes you stronger and more committed overall.  

At 28 years of age and relatively inexperienced in terms of umpiring tenure at 16 years’ service, 

I look forward to developing relationships with you all and building the trust from the group. I am 

a very approachable, easy going and relaxed person so please feel free to reach out once I am 

in the role and I look forward to meeting you all.  

All the best 

John Howorth 
AFLOE Head of Umpiring 

Thursday 7th October 2021 


