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The User
Fortune 500 Companies, ESG Focused Investment Funds.
Virtually every corporation in the United States Fortune 500 has
implemented a sustainability program. And in symmetry, ESG funds
evaluate those companies for their efficacy in achieving sustainability
goals. As of end year 2019 there were 836 registered investment
companies with ESG assets including 718 mutual funds, and 94 ETF’s.
They managed $3.10 trillion of assets. There were also 905 alternative
investment funds that considered ESG scoring in their investment
decisions. These include REIT’s, private equity, hedge funds, and
venture capital funds with $716 billion of managed assets. The number
of sustainability programs and ESG funds is growing rapidly with new
ESG investment having doubled in 2020 to $51.1 billion of new money.
Decision maker roles in this field include officers and advisors of funds
and banks, responsible for credit risk assessment based upon the
availability of high quality water. The officers generally include Chief
Sustainability Officers, ESG officers, Chief Operational Officers and
CEO's involved in large scale credit and investment decisions.
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The Area of Need
Corporate sustainability practices have transitioned from a “nice to
have,” to a mission critical imperative for virtually every major
business. Driving forces include employee, shareholder, and customer
pressures from those who are increasingly concerned about climate
change and community health. The United Nations SDG Goal #6 - to
provide “universal and equitable access to safe and affordable drinking
water for all” by 2030 has also become the aspiration of many
corporate sustainability programs.
Sustainability is now hitting the financial “bottom line” through ESG
evaluations that score credit risk for financing and investment. This
means that how well a company addresses sustainability directly
affects availability and cost of capital - the lifeblood of a corporation.
In parallel, ESG funds need to make consistent, quantitative
assessments on a comparative basis. Every portfolio company needs a
consistent means of evaluation.
While the market pressures are many, the practical tools are few.
Today, there is no standard that would provide for quantitative and
comparative water quality measurement. Corporate sustainability
programs have no way of measuring their progress from year to year,
or even day to day. They also are unable to compare their water
quality conditions with cohort companies. And because there is no
standardized tool or method, they have no means of making a
quantitative expression of their water quality impacts and
improvement for annual Sustainability and ESG reporting. Nor can
they easily assess the water quality risk of locating in certain areas.
Similarly, for ESG funds, there is no
standard toolset, based on consistent
quantitative measurement, that provides a
simple score for credit risk assessment
based on water quality.
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Urgency
There is limited urgency to adopt new assessment
capabilities in water quality, because it seems
impossible to embrace such a comprehensive
approach. However, consumer and investor
pressures to better measure the effectiveness of
sustainability and ESG programs, based on data,
should lead to rapid adoption.
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The Solution
True Elements automates and simplifies access to water quality data
so that non-technical stakeholders can understand and compare
conditions for any company and any location in the United States.
The cloud based data subscription service is like the “Bloomberg” and
“Weather Channel” of water quality combined. It delivers simple
visualizations to understand complex data.
Our platforms, forecasting, and data services provide an easy to use,
accurate means for comparative scoring (1-100) much like a credit
score for every location, with our
score. This allows every
sustainability-focused manager to listen to the pulse of water quality
across every facility and location for a company in near real time. This
helps them to identify compliance issues, build community sensitivity,
and identify potentially expensive risks. They can also identify and
prepare for predicted storm or contamination events.
Similarly, ESG managers can adopt a standardized, quantitative, and
consistent water quality scoring across all portfolio companies that
looks not only to the present, but to the past and future as well. It
takes the guess work out of risk assessment and creates an equitable
framework with which to allocate risk across an investment portfolio.
This capability can then become part of a fund’s value proposition,
and differentiation to its investor class.

Corporations and funds will add a new dimension to their
sustainability initiatives and risk practices, and will meaningfully
advance the state of the art in improving water quality and SDG #6
goals.
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The True Elements
Value Proposition
1

2

3

Provides corporate sustainability programs with a high quality,
low cost path to adding a meaningful dimension to their water
quality practices with state of the art business intelligence. True
Elements can help place them in a position of industry
leadership.
Enables users to quantify both performance and effectiveness
with data services, forecasting and True IQ indexing.

Avoids the cost and risk of development including the
investment of capital and time, by subscribing to an outside data
service.

4

Builds on specialized knowledge that corporate sustainability
and ESG funds do not otherwise have to acquire.

5

Builds a data asset that puts users at the forefront of industry on
a path to the future in water quality.

6

Provides a low cost method of regulatory compliance with
federal, state and local regulations.
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