
Report from the President: 

September 29, 2021 

 

Greetings:   I guess I might as well stop procrastinating and finish on this report.  It seems like we have not 

done much and yet I have been busy all month.   The welcome Back Project is complete including the 

automatic door opener.  We have begun rearranging rooms and closets to allow for more efficient use of 

space, to enlarge storage areas and provide workspace for our staff.  The biggie is the change for the former 

Choir Room; it is now the multi-Purpose room with space set aside for our Director of Family Ministry and 

new Music Director.  Keep in mind if you want to use the room, you must schedule it through Kathryn.  

 

You all know that Kathryn is retiring the end of October. Her party is Sunday the 10th following the Service.  

Berta, Janet King and Marilyn Schultz have arranged for a light lunch and a small gift was purchased to thank 

Kathryn for her years of Service and commitment to this congregation. Please stop by and thank her for her 

work and her loyalty to this community 

 

Brooke and I met last Tuesday to discuss next steps for finding a replacement. The Position Description was 

approved, and because of the work with the Music Committee on their hire, we have a draft hiring procedure 

to follow. (You have a copy of this in your packet of materials) We also discussed committee members – 

those who might be good on the search committee.  We will be talking about this at the meeting. In the 

meantime, we will be looking for volunteers to cover the front office when Kathryn leaves and while we are 

selecting a replacement.  Margaret and I had a couple of ideas about how to do that. (NO, we are not 

volunteering).   But we will share our ideas.  

 

The Music committee is actively looking for their new Director; they have posted with Universities and 

Colleges as well as with the National UUA Office and a variety of singing groups in the Phoenix Area.  Their 

selection committee members are Maggi Mahan, Mary Ann Poggenburg, Patricia Balfour, Jim Gaunt and 

Bob Walling.   They are hoping to find someone this month.  Their Position is posted on our website and 

applicants can file directly on-line.      

 

 In my first agenda I included a couple of items I thought might be ready to share at this meeting. But they 

are still a work in progress.  So, I will just tell you what is in the planning. The Membership Committee is 

working on different ideas for welcoming visitors and bringing in new members.  They are putting together a 

flow chart of the process's for becoming a member of UUC, for example: one of the paths for joining would 

be completion of the new UU Class offered by the Membership Committee and taught by Sam starting 

October 10.   This is the first and there will be another in the Spring. There will need to be other paths to 

membership for those who do not require the class or are not here when one is available. We have begun to 

pick up new members slowly and also members who have not been attending are returning. We want to 

make sure this continues.  The Membership Committee also wants to recognize new members and invite 

them quickly into our community. They will be sharing their ideas with us soon.   

 

I also mentioned replacing hearing assisted devises for members to use during services. We need to replace 

our old headphones – they are inadequate - actually that is being kind, they are worth less.  ……..   I have 
had a member offer to research what is available both for those wearing aids already and for those who are 



not yet ready for hearing aids but could benefit from headphones.   I am hoping to have information for you 

at the next meeting.   IF you have any experience with these devices please jump in with your ideas and 

suggestions.   

 

One last item – our new dishwasher will be delivered Monday.  The old one will be removed and disposed of 

by the installer.  We purchased the dishwasher at Spencer's and the price was great.  No charge to the 

Congregation. David and Janet were instrumental in getting this done. 

 

I have probably forgotten something and if I have, I know someone will remind me.  See you all Sunday and 

thank you for your support. 

 

Yours in Faith, Friendship, and appreciation for your support  

Sherry 


