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MESSAGE FROM BART: 

By now most of us have heard of the heartbreaking tale of the conspicuously-timed passing 
of wrongful convictee Ron Kliner (https://freeronaldkliner.wordpress.com/) just as he was 
about to be exonerated and released from his now-29-year incarceration in the State of 
Illinois. What began as a death sentence has now ended as one, the immediate cause of death 
presently undisclosed warranting rampant speculation. 

In light of all the high drama surrounding my own wrongful conviction in recent years, 
months, and weeks - my own exoneration seeming increasingly imminent, should I too suffer 
the same untimely fate as Ron Kliner, it may be prudent to get ahead of the causal 
speculations. To preclude any uncertainty as to the immediate cause should I too become the 
victim of a death-by-prison passing, on this date, October 21st, 2021, of sound body and 
(mostly) sound mind, I sayeth to thee: 

Under no future scenario or eventuality will I consider the taking of my own life. I have had 
no such thoughts since the darkest days of my incarceration dating back to over a decade 
ago, and even then no more than a fleeting idea, never remotely acted upon. 

On the contrary, my life of incarceration has never been less harsh than it is today, grateful 
to have so many friends and loved ones, many to call and write, all my needs met, elated at 
such intense exoneration efforts on my behalf by so many. Nonetheless, whether expecting 
to be exonerated next week or should all efforts fail and my unjust fate forever sealed, my 
death will never be at my own hands.  This I can assure you. 

As for the possible hands of others, likely to share the cell with my current cellmate for a long 
time, we have never had a harsh word between us, nor will we likely in the future. I have no 
reason to fear for my safety in his presence, and in fact because of his own physical 
limitations he is incapable of doing me serious harm. 

Moreover, largely because of COVID-related restrictions, my interactions with fellow 
inmates are very limited and confined to our brief daily dayroom access and our few exercise 
yard periods. I have no enemies among the few inmates that I regularly come in contact with, 
nor am I the enemy of anyone who may wish to do me harm. Indeed, I get along fine with 
everyone, at worst invisible to many as a mere “old guy". Because of my increasingly 
favorable prospects of exoneration, in recent years I've been extra careful in my 
engagements with fellow inmates, steering clear of any convict dramas. 

As for any health-related issues, put simply, I have none. Born in 1959, medical issues 
common to other inmates my age are fully absent from my own medical record. Presently at 



5'11" and 206 lbs, my health metrics resulting from annual checkups are all normal. 
Vaccinated, I've never contracted COVID, and in fact have not suffered any symptoms of a 
cold or flu for over two years. I have never been prescribed anything stronger than Motrin 
only resulting from a minor basketball injury. Except for a pinched sciatic nerve last year, I 
have had no serious medical issues throughout my two decades behind bars. 

When it comes to my mental health, I plead the Fifth. Actually, I surely suffer from a 
persecution complex and am saddled with a pathological aversion to injustice, am allergic to 
unaccountable odious authorities, suffer from poor taste in women, and have a warped sense 
of humor, if that ain't self-evident in this passage! 

I have never sought or received mental health counseling, never deemed in need of any, nor 
have I ever taken any psych medication. It's not for me to appraise my own mental health 
except to say that there isn't much there, mentally, that is. 

In short, should I suffer an untimely passing as our exoneration efforts come to fruition, 
whether the immediate cause remains undisclosed or not, you can exclude from your 
speculations that the cause of my death was an act of suicide, routine prison violence, 
medical ailment(s), or related to mental health issues. 

Accordingly, it wouldn't be unreasonable to surmise that my passing was instead related in 
some manner to the fact of my long-known innocence and increasing likelihood of 
exoneration. After all, a two-decade victim of reprehensible injustice, what is left after one-
third of my life has already been taken?  As of the writing of this, there is much to live and 
look forward to.  My death attributable to none other than the evils that exist in our world 
today and those who do not want to see me free and the likely repercussions in my gaining 
my freedom that will come about. 

I Barton McNeil of stable mind attest to all of the aforementioned statements on this 22nd 
Day of October 2021. 

B 

 


