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UPCOMING EVENTS 
MAY 

   1          Bingo Appreciation Dinner 
   2          Executive and Director’s  
               Meeting                         
   6-7       KV Scottish Rite Charter 
               Presentation 
   8          Mother’s Day 
   9          Stated Meeting 
   14        Hospital Screening 
   30        Memorial Day 
 

JUNE      
 
    4          Ladies Event 
   14         Flag Day 
   18         Arab Shrine Anniversary Party 
   19         Father’s Day 
   22         Golfer’s Village Green 
                Annual Tournament 
 

JULY 
 
    3-7       Imperial Session 
    4          Fourth of July 
    17        Antiques Ice Cream Social 
    23        Kansas Shrine Bowl 
 
 
 
 

          Bingo EVERY Friday 
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A Message From Your Potentate 

And they're off! 
 
Well not quite yet, but the 
Kentucky Derby Party is right 
around the corner! Look for good 
things from Russ and Tracy Hardy 
as they lead up that effort. I know 
that there's talk of adding some 
new things to the event and 
anyone who knows these two can 
expect a well thought out and fun 
time ahead for the day of the race. 
 
But before we get too far ahead of 
ourselves let's recap what Arab 
Temple has been up to so far. We 
started off the year with a bang 
and added 4 new nobles and 
reinstated one who had 
demitted. This was quickly followed 
by the reception where a great 
time was had by all  
(I still believe that if the Chiefs had 
won it would have gone down in 
history as one of the best ever!).  
Many thanks to everyone for the 
hours spent planning and 
decorating leading up to and then 
working the day of the event. The 
lady’s brunch was a hit and I’m told 
everyone enjoyed the food and 
program and it was nice to see so 
many ladies who were able to 
make it. 
 
The Superbowl Party is always a 
great time and this year did not 
disappoint. While I would have 
picked a different set of teams, it 
was still a good game and we had 
a nice time at the Temple that 
night.   
 
On to the 1st meat raffle of the 
year. Nick Cornelison, Mike Allen 

and the Topless did a great job and 
a fun time was had by those who 
attended. The event drew a great 
mix of members of the public as well 
as our Shrine family and we were 
extremely honored to see 1980 
Arab Shrine First Lady Bess 
Mannoni in the crowd!  
 
If anyone missed it there were some 
rock stars in attendance at the 
Circus this year! Illustrious Sir Paul 
Honaker and his Lady Becky were 
assisted by Membership Director 
Andrew Piper and his Lady Laura 
and they helped make the 2022 
Circus one for the ages!  These 
folks were duly assisted by 
Illustrious Sir Jim Whitehead and his 
Lady Barb who kept the troops 
moving on a full stomach and Chief 
Rabban Doug Hodge and his Lady 
Becky Bahr quickly and aptly 
stepped into a new role in the toy 
room.  These leading members of 
the cast were supported by the 
dozens of others who filled in by 
working the toy room, staffing the 
toy booths, selling shirts, programs, 
directing traffic, counting money and 
the many other duties that often 
happen behind the scenes. I felt the 
addition of the “Shriners on Parade” 
was a great touch, starting off with 
the cordon provided by the Arab 
Patrol and capped with Illustrious 
Sir Larry Dain and “Yankee, Doodle, 
Dandy” and company shooting 
shirts into the crowd. The only dark 
cloud was an unfortunate encounter 
between two of our units but I’m 
hoping we can soon work through 
this (more information on this can 
be found further along in the issue). 
 
The stars aligned perfectly, and it 
was clear that the community was 
ready for our return.  While the 
financials are not in as I type this, 
I’m encouraged by the initial reports 
and mostly by the fact that we were 
once again to come together as a 
Temple and provide Topeka and the 
surrounding communities with a 
great show. 
 
After the dust settled, we were right 
back at it with the annual Ladies 
Garage Sale.  LOTS of folks 
showed up to help and it certainly 

couldn’t have been done without the 
leadership of Grace Kennedy.  Her 
experience and enthusiasm 
contributed to a great success.  
Even the snowstorm couldn’t keep 
these ladies from pulling off a great 
sale and raising money in support of 
their activities. 
 
Next, several of us were off to the 
Central States Shrine Association 
winter meeting in Wichita.  Our 
friends at Midian hosted a great 
event and in addition to seeing old 
friends, meeting new ones and 
getting some great new ideas, we 
were honored to witness 1st 
Ceremonial Master Alex Parker 
(supported by his Lady Daisy) be 
installed as the 2nd Vice President of 
CSSA.  I’ve had the opportunity to 
visit with Alex and discuss some of 
his plans for the convention in 2024 
and I know he’s going to put on a 
great show, have fun in Topeka and 
do an excellent job representing 
Arab Temple. 
 
We’re heading off for the trip this 
afternoon and I want to thank Karen 
Marlow as she’s helped us navigate 
through the COVID implications 
associated with this travel.   I also 
know she’ll do a great job keeping 
things in line while we’re there and 
realize that while she makes it look 
easy, it’s certainly not.   
 
Shortly upon the return we’ll be 
moving right into the Nobility Ball.   
As I type this, it’s still being worked 
on but thanks in advance to 
EVERYONE (a special shout out to 
Illustrious Sir Jim & Lady Barb as 
well as our cooking team headed up 
by Howard Marlow, Steve Haslett 
and obviously assisted by Larry 
Kampschroeder).  I know this year 
will be a bit different but with these 
folks involved I’m sure it’s going to 
be a great time! 
 
As I look ahead I couldn’t be more 
excited about what’s in store.  We 
have lots of activities planned and 
would ask that you try to come on 
out and join the fun.  We look 
forward to seeing you. 
 
 
 

 Jeff Neal 

2022 Potentate 
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Official Call of the Potentate 

Notice is hereby given of a Stated meeting of Arab Shriners at 1305 South Kansas Avenue, 

Topeka, KS for the transaction of such business as may be regularly presented on:  

May 4, 2022            September 19, 2022           October 10, 2022 

A Message From Your First Lady 

Here we are 

heading into the second 

quarter of 2022…. 

already!  I’m always 

amazed what the 

Nobility can do when we 

come together and work 

as a team.  The circus 

was a prime example of 

that!  Circus weekend is 

always busy and 

intense, with the 

absence of the event 

last year combined with 

an unfamiliar, 

remodeled venue and 

with several people 

stepping into new roles 

there were a lot of 

questions heading into 

the event.  Once again, 

everyone pulled together, 

worked hard, ate well, 

and had fun making the 

circus a success in many 

ways!   

Following closely behind 

the circus was the 

Temple garage sale, 

thanks to Grace Kennedy 

for doing such a great job 

in her new role as 

Chairman!  Even though 

the sale had to be 

reduced to one day due 

to weather, it was still a 

success and thank you to 

all those who donated 

items and volunteered!   

The first quarter was 

packed with many other 

events, the Potentate’s 

Reception, First Lady’s 

Luncheon, Meat Raffle, 

and St. Patrick’s Day 

lunch just to name a few.  

Thank you to everyone 

who worked hard to 

make those events so 

enjoyable!  Continued 

thanks to all the hard-

working Bingo workers 

for all their hard work 

and dedication!   

At this writing, we’re 
heading to Costa Rica 

for a little time away on 
the Potentate’s trip.  
Looking forward to 

everything the next 
quarter brings! 

Jolene Frevert 
First Lady 2022 

COMING SOON 
 
June 4            Ladies Event 
 
August 5-7    Ladies Trip 
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THESE WE DO NOT FORGET  

ARAB SHRINE PAST POTENTATES 
1931-32  Dr. Norris Townsend*  

1933 Al Williams* 

1934 Stanley Shook* 

1935 Clinton Wilcox* 

1936 Charles Moore* 

1937 Ralph Hinkson* 

1938 John Brandenburger* 

1939 Fernando LeDoux* 

1940 Ray Ramsey* 

1941 Sherman Bourassa* 

1942 Judge Paul Heinz* 

1943 Dr. Luther Dodd* 

1944 Herbert Barrett* 

1945 Charles R. Shrake* 

1946 Sidney Long* 

1947 Martin Philips* 

1948 Frederick Gades* 

1949 John Lewis* 

1950 Paul Rogers* 

1951 Jay Glen Davis* 

1952 Ernest Thomas* 

1953 Scott Kelsey* 

1954 Henry Bubb* 

1955 Robert Brown* 

1956 Waldemar Metzenthin* 

1957 Harold Jasperson* 

1958 Carliss Swain* 

1959 Lloyd Raish* 

1960 Nelse Nelson* 

1961 Joseph Schneider* 

1962 Warren Paramore* 

1963 Delmer Daly* 

1964 Roy Jaquith* 

1965 John Koger* 

1966 Waldo Haflich* 

1967 Wayne Baker* 

1968 Rex Smith* 

1969 Archie Swan** 

1970 Frank Oppitz* 

1971 Dale Moorman* 

1972 Ansel Searles* 

1973 Martin Foltz* 

1974 Jack Quinlan* 

1975 John C. Dicus 

1976 Donald Mahrle 

1977 E. Leslie Scrinopskie* 

1978 Donald Horttor 

1979 James Parmiter* 

1980 Ronald Mannoni* 

1981 Frank Coffman, Jr*. 

1982 Carol Lewis* 

1983 Harlan Whiteley* 

1984 Richard Hamilton* 

1985 William Duckworth* 

1986 Albert Jackson, Jr. 

1987 Cap Glover* 

1988 Bill Koehn* 

1989 Richard Magathan* 

1990 Charles Hiebsch* 

1991 Eldo Crider* 

1992 Ray French* 

1993 Paul Gibbons* 

1995 El “Andy” Anderson* 

1996 Jerry Teichgraeber* 

1997 Frank Seufert* 

1998 Larry Pressman* 

1999 George Kenworthy* 

2000 John Porter* 

2001 Paul Meierhenry 

2002 Royce Keyser* 

2003 Larry Bryan* 

2004 John James* 

2005 Lynn Holt 

2006 Ron Scrinopskie 

2007 Paul Clarkson 

2008 Don McClaflin* 

2009 Pat Devlin 

2010 Larry Tice 

2011 Alan Holt 

2012 Brian Hagmeier 

2013 Bob Whitehead 

2014 Rick Moody 

2015 Brad Koehn 

2016 Jim Whitehead 

2017 Jeff Hurst 

2018 Paul Honaker 

2019 Steve Kramer 

2020 Larry Dain 

2021 Kurt Lawson 

 

 
Frank E Seufert, P.P. 
D: 02-02-2022 
 
William B Larson 
D: 02-19-2022 
 
Herbert Manger 
D: 02-19-2022 
 
Larry D. Mischke 
D: 03-04-2022 
 
 

 
H Dean Owen 
D: 01-08-2022 
 
Swede Swenson 
D: 01-16-2022 
 
Larry Pressman, P.P. 
D: 01-29-2022  
 

 
M. Ray Terrell 
D: 03-05-2022 
 
Connie H. Tubbs 
D: 03-07-2022 
 
Karol J. Wilhite 
D: 03-19-2022 
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Arab Shriners Gold Medallion Club 
President: Paul Clarkson, P.P. (Diana) 

Vice President: Brian Hagmeier, P.P. (Nadyne) 

Paul Clarkson, P.P 

 

Gold Medallion with Ruby and 2 

Diamonds (20 Petitions) 

Gold Medallion with Ruby and 4 Diamonds (50 Petitions) 

Gold Medallion with Ruby and 3 

Diamonds (25 Petitions) 

Robert Gifford 

Lynn Holt, P.P. 

Donald Horttor, P.P. 

Brad Koehn, P.P., Imp Treas. 

George Martin 

Paul Meierhenry, P.P. 

Ed Ramirez 

Harold Stevenson 

Bob Swafford 

Terry Wilson 
 

Larry Pressman, P.P. 

Frank Seufert, P.P. 

John Taylor 

Gold Medallion with Ruby and Diamond (15 Petitions) 

Gold Medallion with Ruby (10 Petitions) 

Merle Bradley 

Jim Curtis 

Leonard Dale 

Pat Devlin, P.P. 

Robert Griffin 

Don Hoover 

Jeff Hurst, P.P. 

Albert Jackson, Jr., P.P. 

Robert Jones 

Larry Kampschroeder 

Royce Keyser, P.P. 

Smokie Siecgrist 

Mark Stephenson 

Larry Tice, P.P. 

Bob Whitehead, P.P. 
 

Brandon Adams 

Josh Anderson 

Gary Ashton 

Clark Allemang 

Stan Bartley 

Donnie Bohannon 

Floyd Bradley 

Ron Buchanan 

Jack Call 

Larry Dain P.P. 

Robert Dark 

John Duncan 

Roger Elsbury 

Roger Farthing 

Brian Hagmeier, P.P. 

Terry Harbert 

Russ Hardy 

Steve Haslett            

Keith Heumann 

Curt Hogan 

Alan Holt, P.P.            

Paul Honaker, P.P.       

Imp Rep. 

Bob Inman 

Mike Jenks 

Dale Jepson 

Steve Kramer, P.P. 

Howard Marlow 

Paul McAlister 

Harold McElfresh 

Rick Meador 

Rick Moody, P.P. 

Chris Munk 

Gary Pettijohn 

Kyle Purcell 

Don Riffey 

Milo Riley 

Mike Riley 

Larry Rogers 

Dale Rohling 

George Sauer 

Lee Schwartz 

Ron Scrinopskie, P.P. 

Rich Siecgrist 

Rick Smith 

Roy Sullivan, P.G.M. 

Richard Temps 

Drew Torkelson 

Mike Turnbull 

Eddie Van Horn 

Bob Weibel 

Jarred White 

Todd White 

Jim Whitehead, P.P. 

Ralph Wild 

Royce Wilson 

Gold Medallion (5 Petitions) 
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ARAB SHRINE 

LIL’ CHOPS 

Oh Happy Days - it’s finally Spring!!  It was a long cold winter and I am dang 

happy its over!  

 

Lil’ Chops had our annual after Christmas get together and as usual, we 

had a great crowd.  We had several people attend from other units and we 

truly enjoy visiting and sharing good food with everybody! 

 

The Lil’ Chops supported the Circus in several ways including bringing a 

bike for the Circus remote at the Emporia Pizza Ranch, donating money to 

the food room, participating in the parades prior to the Circus, and working 

the toy booth on Saturday morning and afternoon.   The circus is a lot of 

work for all involved but it is also a lot of fun as well! 

 

The Lil’ Chops are sponsoring Ted Skalsky from Olpe High School for the 

Shrine Bowl.    

 

It is always a pleasure to support local kids to play. 

 

The decision was made to look into potentially getting new bikes.  Thanks 

to Troy Dall who researched and ordered 10 bikes and all are already 

spoken for!  The new bikes are automatic instead of manual - this should 

make it easier to give high fives during parades since we won’t have to 

shift gears.   Hopefully the bikes don’t get stuck on a slow boat from 

China!!  LOL!! 

 

The Lil’ Chops were all geared up to participate in the Topeka St. Pat’s 

parade but unfortunately Mother Nature got in the way.  We were able 

however, to participate in the Emporia’s St. Patrick’s parade the following 

week.  We had 10 bikes in the parade - it was supposed to be 11 but one 

of the bikes decided not to cooperate!  Hopefully the new bikes will be here 

soon and there won’t be so many issues! 

 

The Lil’s Chops are currently working on our annual fundraiser - Vidalia 

onions and the usual side items.  We are only doing pre-orders and all 

orders must be turned in by April 11th.  So if you need some delicious 

sweet Vidalia onions,  hit up a Lil’ Chop and get your order in! 
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Dear fellow Shriners and their Ladies, 
 
I want to Thank You again and again for helping make the 2022 Circus Hospi-
tality Room a resounding success. Without all your help and generosity, it could 
not have been accomplished.  From the wonderful food that was donated to all 
the help and all the contributions that were made, it could not have been bet-
ter! We are all family working for the same goal for the kids and I am very ap-
preciative of everything you did to help out this year and will do in the future.  
I had a wonderful and rewarding time helping provide food and 
beverages to all the Shriners and youth of our Temple. Jim 
and I look forward to your continued support in the future 
with all your donations and help.  Thank you again. 
 
Barb Whitehead 
Circus Hospitality Room Coordinator    
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Arab Shrine Boaters 
 The January meeting 

of the Boaters was held at 

the Temple on January 18.  

Hosting the meeting was PP 

Brian Hagmeier.  The dinner 

consisted of perfectly grilled 

steaks by Brian, baked 

potato and salad.  The 

meeting was held with lots of 

discussion in getting the 

events of the year organized.  

Great food and a great 

evening, thanks to everyone 

responsible.  Lieutenant Tony 

Guy is one of the first ones to 

arrive at all the meetings.  He 

always receives a great round 

of applause.  

 The February meeting 

was held at the Temple with 

PP Lynn Holt hosting.  The 

food was catered from El 

Mezcal.  Super, thanks Lynn.  

Sign-up sheets were out to 

work the toy booth at the 

Circus and for hosting 

meetings for the upcoming 

year.  Good attendance and 

great conversations.  Due to 

the numbers signing up we 

will only be able to support 

one toy booth.  It was 

decided to have the March 

meeting at the Temple after 

the St. Patricks Day Parade 

with the ladies to have Irish 

Stew.  Brian will pull the boat.   

 Approximately 15 

members and their spouses 

worked in many areas of the 

Circus, and primarily 

manning the toy booth 

Sunday PM.  This is not the 

first time the Boaters have 

done this, their efforts were 

deeply appreciated and they 

did an excellent job.  Thanks 

to all that participated. 

 In March since the 

weather was not very good 

which caused the 

cancellation of participating 

in the Parade and made for 

a quick turnaround to have 

the meeting on their regular 

night March 15th.  It was 

held at the Temple in the 

Lounge, hosted by PP Paul 

Clarkson and catered by 

Olive Garden.  The meeting 

consisted of planning for 

hosts for the upcoming 

meetings for the year.  PP 

Imp Treas. Brad Koehn, Unit 

Treasurer, spoke about the 

Unit finances in a very 

positive way.   

 The April meeting will 

be hosted by Alex Munk and 

will be held at the 

Ravenwood shelter house.  

This will be the first meeting 

of the year with the ladies.  

The May meeting will be 

hosted by a Boater member 

and Illustrious Sir Jeff Neal 

and his lady Jolene.  More 

information coming.   

 All of the Boaters 

meetings are inspirational 

events.  When the Boaters 

get together for dinner or any 

other number of events that 

they participate in over the 

year, it is a memorable 

experience.  This is what 

keeps the members coming 

back and brings new 

members in.   

Submitted by Ted Ensley 

 



 

11 

 

82nd ANNUAL ARAB SHRINE CIRCUS 

Photos by Charlie Shin 
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Photos by Charlie Shin 
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Welcome Back 

Arab Shrine Circus 

Photos by Becky Honaker 
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16 

There are still some open spots on each of the 4 teams.  We can always use more help every 
week.  You can volunteer once every 4 weeks, or just occasionally as a substitute. 
There are opportunities to sell paper, working the floor, selling pull-tabs, or helping in the 
concession stand.  
 
The doors open at 5:00 pm and we start selling paper at 5:30. The early bird bingo starts at 
6:25 and regular bingo starts after 7:00.  Volunteers can come anytime. 
Each person that helps with bingo or pull tabs gets a $5.00 coupon which can be used in the 
concession stand or in the lounge. You might even consider coming down to play and bring 
your friends… 

If you have any questions, call Dennis Phillips 785-554-3442 , 
Arab Shrine office 785-234-5656 or secretary@arabshriners.com 

OINK!!    OINK!! 

 

Spring is here. FINALLY!! This is when the Swiners  begin to look for a time and date to fire up the 

grill / metal campfire. 

 

Right now, we are open to requests for any level of meals or banquets, for shriners and their guests. 

 

In preparation for the season, a few of our members will be getting together to clean and refurbish 

our grill, and prepare it for a busy 2022 schedule. We have also added a couple of people to our ros-

ter, Roger Cook and Mike Lopez. They are anxious to get to work also.  

 

If your group has an upcoming event or meeting that we might be able to assist with full meals, or 

burgers, brats, big dogs or other, please contact Illus. Sir Paul Clarkson or myself, as much in ad-

vance as possible, and we will be happy to assist in planning the meals for your event. 

 

We look forward to serving you in the near future. 

Sincerely, 

 

Roger Farthing and Illus. Sir Paul Clarkson P.P.  

OINK!! OINK!! 

Swiners 
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The Greeters are the men that have 
their tuxes on, who greet you at the 
door.  The Greeters kicked off 2022 by 
greeting at the New Year’s Day 
Breakfast, at the Potentate’s Reception 
and the public at all seven Arab Shrine 
Circus performances. In addition, the 
Greeters solicited ads for the circus 
program, and sponsored two drones at 
the Arab Shrine Circus. 
 

The Greeters and their ladies met and enjoyed delicious dinners at 
the Celtic Fox, the Iron Rail and Thunderbird Grill this past 
quarter.  
 
The Greeters continue to look for a few good men, who will 

represent the 
Greeters in style.  
Our ladies are 
included in all of 
our monthly 
events.   If 
interested, please 
contact Harlan 
McNinch, John 
Sidwell or Jim 
Curtis, We are all 
looking forward to 
a wonderful year.  
Stay safe and well.  
God Bless! 

Greeters 
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GREETERS 
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Greetings from the Arab Golfers 

 

The winter months are quickly coming to a close which means the golf 
courses are greening up.  Many of the Arab Shrine golfers have been 
playing through the winter with the nice days we have had.   
 

The Golfers first outing will be in 
Onaga on April 18th, T time at 9am. 
This is a great course and we 
always have a lots of golfers. 
Everyone is welcome to come play, 
unless you have a zero handicap! 
Lunch will follow at about 1:30 or 
2pm, with a quick golfers meeting 
to follow. 
 
Throughout the summer, the 
golfers play at various courses on 
the 3rd Monday of each month.  
Check with times and locations as 

they vary depending on weather.  May 16th outing will be in Seneca.  
Duane Croiser is sponsoring the outing and promises good weather.   
Come play with us. 
 
Don’t forget the Golfers 36th Annual Golf tournament June 20th at 
Village Greens.  This is a great tournament and limited to 36 teams, 
which fills up quickly.   Shotgun start is at 9am, and the cost is $75 
per person or $300 per team.  Contact Jerry Crumpton (785)-633-
6087 for questions. 
 
Lets get some T-Times and start playing golf! 
 

Steve Haslett 

Golfers of Arab Shrine 
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You don’t necessarily need a trust or a will. You can simply name Arab 
Shriners as the beneficiary of a certificate of deposit, a mutual fund, or an 
IRA.  There are not any fees for you to set this up. You don’t even need to 
give Arab Shriners all your investments. You can easily select the ones you 
want to donate and name Arab Shriners to receive a specific dollar amount or 
percentage of the investment.  
 
For example, a person with a net worth of 
$500,000, could choose to give Arab 
Shriners $10,000, $25,000, $50,000 or any 
amount you choose.  
 

All this assumes your heirs would not be harmed by receiving a 
smaller inheritance.  Many investments have the capability to 
name multiple beneficiaries. Arrangements can be made to split 
the investment between multiple beneficiaries which could also 
include Arab Shriners.  
 
If you want to talk about opportunities to donate to the Arab Shriners or need more information, 
we would be available to help.  

From your Recorder, Ralph Wild 

 
 

YOU DON’T NEED TO BE WORTH MILLIONS TO HELP 

ARAB SHRINERS 

Membership Minute 

Contact information for Membership:  

Andrew Piper (785) 220-7404 or 

membership@arabshriners.org 

When you make the acquaintance of a good man outside the Shriner 
brotherhood, do you automatically start thinking about getting him fitted for a 
fez? Such a mindset will help you become a successful recruiter of Mason and 
Shriners.  
 
Let’s remember that membership recruitment isn’t a process – it’s an attitude. 
True, there is a process involved with the development of new members but 
successful recruitment has to start from within. 
  
With that being said, the most important part of the recruitment attitude is 

having fun!  Some groups offer ceremonies which are more somber (even stuffy) than others but I 
always relay that if the participants are not having fun, they’re doing it wrong.  Through all of my 
involvement and interactions, I try to ensure people observe me having fun. With these 
observations, hopefully the potential candidate will want to be a part of it and seek information. 
Also, if I feel that they would enjoy the fellowship of our organization, I recommend that they join 
while offering assistance toward helping them submit their petition. 
  
Fun is a terrific motivator – and it’s contagious. Use this to your advantage, adopting a new fun 
attitude into your fraternal interactions and then we can watch the requests for petitions roll in. 
  

 

mailto:membership@arabshriners.org
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Submission & Ad Information 

Articles: 

All articles should be submitted in 

a Microsoft Word file 

Photos: 

Photos should be submitted as a 

high resolution graphics file.  

Screenshot submissions are not 

usually high enough resolution for 

publishing.  

Advertising: 

For an ad about an upcoming 

event, please include: the event, 

date, issue to be included in, and 

if it should be sent to the office 

for e-blasts.  

For any information, please 

contact: Arab Shrine office. 

Deadlines: 

The deadline for the upcoming 

issue is July 1, 2022 

If you have any questions or 

would like to make a submission, 

please send all materials to: 

secretary@arabshriners.org 

 

Greetings from the Mighty Arab, Oriental Band.  I am happy to report that we are slowly getting back to normal if 

that’s possible.   Our unit is known for being pretty abnormal, but that’s a story for another day.  A few of us 

participated in the Shrine circus parade as well as volunteered for other duties during the circus.  It felt good to 

get out there and make a little sweet music, or noise as some would call it.  Our monthly meetings are starting up 

and we are working to rebuild our horn section.  It was really nice to have Illustrious Sir Jeff Neal stop by at our 

last unit meeting to share some words of wisdom.  We wish him the very best this year.   

 

We welcome Keith Bricker to the OB.  Keith serves as High Priest and Prophet in the Elective Divan.  We also 

welcome Alexander Parker who is our Divan Rep and serves as First Ceremonial Master in the Appointive Divan.  

It is unclear at this time whether the OB will be ready to compete this year at Central States or other events, but 

we will keep plugging away to prepare ourselves for future competitions.   

 

If you have not yet joined a unit or club or are looking to be an associate in a unit, the award winning Arab Shrine 

Oriental Band is seeking new members.  We need you now more than ever to ensure we don’t fade away and 

become a unit of the past. 

 

Though we are a musical group, absolutely no musical experience is necessary to participate.   Our band 

instruments consist of percussion (hand drums, cymbals, gong, etc.) and musette (horn).  We are currently in 

need of horn players, but welcome any Noble who just wants to have fun playing an instrument.   

 

We generally meet at 7:00 p.m. the 2nd Thursday of every month at the Arab Shrine.  Please feel free to join us at 

a meeting to meet the members and check out the Unit.  If you have questions you can reach me at 

avillalobos3@att.net or 785-806-0197.  Stay safe. 

 

Adam L. Villalobos 
OB Secretary 

ARAB ORIENTAL BAND 

mailto:avillalobos3@att.net
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ARAB PATROL 

The Arab Patrol has been busy lately. We enjoyed helping at 

the circus with floor crowd control and operating a toy booth. 
It's always fun to see the kid's smiles when they see us all 

decked out in our formal uniforms! 
 

We've also been doing our best to keep people fed at bingo. 
Our unit enjoys helping operate the concession stand once a 

month. We do our best to work efficiently, but our unit tends 
to have too much fun when we get together, and Captain Rick 

has to try to keep us in line. 

In February, we had a Sweetheart Dinner in conjunction with 
our monthly meeting. We had a good turnout of Patrolmen and Ladies. Alma Bakery did an 

outstanding job catering our meal. 
 

AND, while most of our meetings and events have been positive, the Patrol has been dealing with 
one lingering "issue".....clowns. It could be because of the 

proximity of our offices upstairs. It could be because we have 
several members in 

the Patrol who are also 

clowns. It could be 
because the clowns 

always seem so happy 
and silly. It could be 

because, as one clown 
put it, "we all secretly 

want to be clowns". It 

could be because some of us are scared of clowns. It could 
be because we wear regal UNIFORMS and they wear silly 

costumes. Or, it could be because at least one and maybe 
two Patrol members were physically assaulted by clowns at the circus (see photo).  

But, regardless of the reason, the Patrol is officially claiming the clowns as our RIVAL unit. 
This is not a declaration of war, but rather a rivalry which will 

consist of a series of friendly challenges to our brother Shriners,  
the clowns. 

Challenge #1: Water fight at this summer's pool party! Be it balloons 

or water guns, the units will line up and soak each other with water. 
There will be more challenges to follow, but in the name of fair play, 

we wanted to give our rivals time to prepare for this particular 
challenge. 

(Author's Note: Clearly this is all in good fun. We love and respect 
our Shrine brothers, but this is a fun way to create some friendly 

competition with another fun unit. We'll keep it clean and have fun 

with some banter.) 
 

All Patrol All the Time, 
 

Clint Whitney 
Arab Patrol Lt. Captain 
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Arab Shrine Band 

 

                     Everyone did an outstanding job at the Circus!!! 

  We really appreciate the help from all the musicians from the Santa Fe 

Band, Marshalls Band and the Topeka Big Band.  We can’t thank you 

enough or write you a check. Many thanks to Dave Anderson, Santa Fe 

Band Director for traveling an extra trip to Topeka just for his Great job. 

  The Event center acoustics suck!  I choose to play the Bass Drum, as I look at the Band Director 

and all instruments can hear the tempo .    

 It is very SAD news that this was Larry Mischke’s last performance. He has been a great source 

of help to me as he has been in the Band since he was in Highschool.  We ALL will miss him dear-

ly. Our loss ,I am sure, is not as great as his family and Grandsons.      

 We have gained a new member, Johnathon Hart who plays the Baritone Sax .He was one of 

Clifford Manning’s Students.  Again, A big THANKS for all your help to make the Band work!!! 

                                                         Bob Provo: Director/Secretary             

Arab Shrine Nobelles 
The Shrine Nobelles met at Perkins for a good lunch and lots of good con-

versation.  Our President, Cheryl Menges led off with a humerous thought 
about an elderly gentleman who had just been fitted with new hearing aids 
was visiting with the doctor.  When he was asked if the family was delight-
ed that he could hear perfectly, he said “Oh no, I haven’t told anyone.  I 
just sit quietly and listen carefully.  I’ve changed my will four times.”  Does 
that sound like anyone you know? 

We had twenty-one members and two visitors present.  We were asked to 
stand and introduce ourselves and tell which unit our husband (s) be-
longed to.  We had representation from Legion of Honor, Provost Guard, 
Clowns, Topless, Antiques, Ritualistic Cast and doubtless a few that we 
couldn’t remember.  My first husband was in the Golfers unit.  Apparently 
you don’t have any of those these days.  Perhaps we have outlived that. My 

second husband was in Provost Guard and loved being bartender.   
We love being a part of the Shrine and are always pleased to have Shrine 
Lady Jolene Frevert have lunch with us.  Becky Bahr is always present to 
bring us the latest news of what’s happening in the Shrine.  Please let me 
offer an invitation to any Shrine member who might have time to pay a vis-
it to one of our meetings.  We meet at Perkins on the first Tuesday of the 

month at 11:30 am.   
 
Jo Miller, Secretary 
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Hi everyone!  Summer is right around the corner 

and so that means BBQ, boating, vacations and 
having backyard parties for the 4th of July.  Be safe 

and have a lot of fun. 

 

In February, the circus was in town and the LOH 
did their part in selling toys and presenting the 

Colors at two circus performances.  Bill Scott, Todd 

Starin, Rich Watson, and David Tillotson presented 
the Colors.  The morning toy booth workers were 

Daisy Parker, Rich Watson, Todd Starin, Bill Scott, 

Robbie Vrbas, Sandy Hastings, and Steve 
Suchsland.  The afternoon workers were Kaden 

O’Mara (Larry Poulter’s Grandson), Steve 

Suchsland, Daisy Parker, Sandy Hastings, Marvin 
Terhune, Alex Parker, and Larry Poly.  The LOH did 

a great job selling toys with exceptionally good 

sales. 

 

I want to remind everyone the spaghetti dinner was 

rescheduled from April 16, 2022, to April 23, 2022.  

So, mark your calendar and get ready for a great 

meal. 

 

The LOH will be sponsoring a football player and a 
band member for the Kansas Shrine Bowl.  More 

information will be forth coming on the Name of 

the player and band member. 

 

The LOH’s March meeting was at the Pennant 

Restaurant.  The food was great, and everyone had 

a great time.  This was the first time a monthly 
meeting was at a restaurant and the turnout was 

great. 

 

If you have served in the military and would like 

more information about the LOH we would like to 

have you as a guest at one of our meetings.  
Contact any of the officers in the 2022 calendar 

book for details.  Until next time, have fun, be safe 

and remember – “Shriners Helps Kids – That’s 

what we do.” 

  Legion of Honor 
                            By: David Smith 

Past Commander  
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Photos by Charlie Shin 

Potentates Ball 

2022 
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Photos by Charlie Shin 

OUR VISITING SHRINERS 
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Photos by Charlie Shin 
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    Parade Marshal 

 

Looks like Spring is finally arriving, the start of parade season. I have been 

seeing some requests for our participation in various parade events. 

As we move forward to these parades , we need to keep the basic safety 

requirements in mind. We have earned a nearly spotless record throughout the 

last couple of Covid-Shortened seasons. We need that record to continue. We 

have proven that we are able to have fun while participating in a very safe 

manner. 

I will attempt to keep the parade schedule up to date on a weekly basis, as 

I receive these requests. Watch for the blasts and follow the website parade 

updates. 

When parading, please remember to display the Shrine Brand, on your 

vehicles, shirts, jackets and caps. This is the public image we need to keep in 

front of our communities. We need to always project a positive image throughout 

the communities that we visit. These people tell us that parades are not the 

same without the Shriners. We need to take advantage of this high praise. 

See you on the parade circuit.   

 

Roger Farthing    

2022 ARAB Shrine Parade Marshal  
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Discovering Freemasonry 

Night 
R.W. Mark Reeder 

    

Fellow Nobles,  

I wanted to take this opportunity to invite all of my brothers here at ARAB Temple to take advantage of the Discovering Freemasonry 

Nights we have planned this year. We will have a total of 2 events on the Calendar. First on April 13th and then again on August 10th. 

Event will start at 7pm. We will have Social time followed by a short presentation at 7:30pm.  

 

The purpose of these events are to give prospects the opportunity to learn more about Masonry. We will share information about a few 

of the appendant bodies. This will be a great chance to invite a man that you think would enjoy what our great fraternity has to offer. I will 

also have printed material with all of the local lodges listed with contact info for each one.  

 

I would like to Thank Illustrious Sir Jeff for the support and opportunity to host these events this year at the Temple. I am available for 

questions or concerns anytime. Feel free to Call, Text or E-Mail me.  

Fraternally,  

 

R.W. Mark Reeder 

785-249-2565 Cell 

mxreeder@gmail.com 

 

.  
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Drawing  June, 30, 2022 

 

Great Outdoors Meat 

Bundle Winners 

Grace K.   1/4 cow 

Alex P.      1/2 hog 

Kelly K.     1/2 hog 

Antique Circus Poster Winners 

Mark V.            Tiger 

Dennis S.          Clown 

Dan H.       Gorilla 

Tony F.             Horses 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Raffle Winners 
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Come out 

for a fun 

Night at the 

Arab Shrine 

Help 

support 

Arab 

Shrine  

And celebrate our 
90 year Anniversary 
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FROM THE PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTORS’ DESK 

Illustrious Sir Jeff Neal and Lady Jolene have been busy providing an active schedule for the Nobility and 

their guests. 

January 30th the Potentate’s Reception provided an opportunity for members, their guests and visiting 

Nobility to get to know the new Divan members. Good food and fellowship was shared by all. 

February 25th, 26th & 27th brought the 82nd Arab Shrine Circus back to our community with outstanding 

attendance, record shirt and toy sales, and providing a significant profit for our Temple. Barb and Jim 

Whitehead coordinated the provision of food for staff and performers which was much appreciated. Then on 

March 29th we celebrated our volunteers with an appreciation dinner for making 2022 a record breaking 

circus. 

Friday night Bingo is one of our largest fund raisers. The continued success of the event is dependent on all 

our membership volunteering their time. Each of us need to share this responsibility, not just a few, please 

contact Dennis Phillips at 785-554-3442. 

Events to look forward to: 

The Arab Shrine is excited to let everyone know about our purchase of a new hospital van. This van is larger 

than the previous vehicle and has seats that are removable to allow safer and better accommodation for 

special needs patients and their families during their trip to St. Louis. 

The Arab Shrine will once again be hosting the hospital screening on May 14, 2022 as the search continues 

for children in need of special care.  This screening is the perfect opportunity to allow physicians and nurses 

to evaluate a child free of charge.  At our last hospital screening we were able to help two patients receive 

treatment.  If you know of a family that would benefit from our services please let them know how to reach 

us. 

This year Shriners International celebrates 150 years, Shriners Hospital will celebrate 100 years and our 

Arab Shrine Temple celebrates their 90th year anniversary.  On June 18, 2022 our Shrine is planning an 

event at Evergy Plaza in downtown Topeka.  The Anniversary Committee has been hard at work planning the 

event to provide the community and membership a day filled with entertainment and fun for all ages, be on 

the lookout for e-mail’s and updates in the near future as we finalize our schedule. 

The parades are well under way, there are usually about 30 scheduled during the summer months with 

many units participating, however, we would like to have more units and Nobility attend these community 

events to represent our organization. Be sure to watch the parade schedule in the e-mail blasts for more 

information.  

As always, check your e-mail and social media frequently for events and details; www.arabshriners.org and 

www.facebook.com/arabshriners. 

http://www.arabshriners.org
http://www.facebook.com/arabshriners
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Ritualistic Cast 
By Tom Johnson 

 
Hello again, 
I hope this finds everybody in good spirits. 
We were honored to obligate 4 new members into the Shrine at our Stated Meeting on 
February 14th. We welcome these new Nobles. 
We voted on a new member at our March Director’s meeting. We will probably obligate him 
at our stated meeting in April at Emporia.  
 
We were pleased to work a toy booth at the Circus for the Saturday night performance. A 
big thank you to Mike Conley, Bill Amyx, and my lady Karen for working the booth, and 
Jack Sanders for being our card reader. Thanks to Doug and Ricky for arranging that for 
us.  
 
We held our March meeting at Olive Garden. Our special guest for the evening were 
Illustrious Sir Jeff Neal and Lady Jolene and our Divan Rep Russ Hardy and Lady Tracy. 
We will have our next meeting on April 7th at Blind Tiger or Terry’s.  
 
The month of April consists of 5 Fridays which means we will be 
manning the concessions for Bingo on April 29th.  
 
We thank everybody for all they do for our Temple and look 
forward to seeing you at our Spring and Summer events. 
 
Til next time, 
Tom 
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The Arab Shrine Garage Sale was held Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Due to 

the incoming bad weather the garage sale was cancelled for Thursday, March 
10, 2022. I want to personally take the time to THANK all the volunteers that 
came out to help with all that was needed to get the garage sale up and 
running. The volunteers moved and set up tables, collected and priced items 
then placed them on the right tables, cashiered, bagged sold items and boxed 
up all the remaining items not sold. Special thanks to all those who helped 

get the tables and chairs set up for Bingo on Friday night. Thank you to 
Jolene and Jeff for providing pizza and sub sandwiches to all the volunteers 
that worked. Thanks to Dennis and Ruth Phillips for getting the meat and 
cheese tray for lunch and bringing in homemade chocolate chip cookies. 
Thanks to David Johnson for purchasing the drinks for presale and the 
garage sale. Thanks to all who donated items to the garage sale. This could 

not have been possible without everyone pulling together. Thank you to 
anyone I may have missed. GREAT WORKING WITH ALL OF YOU! 

I would like to thank NOT JUST JUNK for coming to the rescue by coming in 
early to pick up our stuff that was left and listing it on the online auction. We 
are looking forward to additional money from the online sales.  

The one-day sale will be used for Lady Jolene’s special project Fund of which 
we have deposited $2500.00 so far.  
 
Wes and Grace Kennedy 

Arab Shrine Garage Sale 

 

        Quarterly antics 

would you like to receive the Antics in 

the mail 

Please send  a check for $8 for the year 

Arab Shriners 

1305 S Kansas Avenue 

Topeka KS 66612 
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