
USPHA INFORMATION CONCERNING OUR RRRG CHAPTER INSURANCE 
 
On Fri, Dec 4, 2020 at 1:37 PM Martin Palmaz <Martin@ushpa.aero> wrote: 

Hi Mark, 

The relevant point here is that the flight is occurring from a commercial entity. In that 
circumstance, there is a higher level of liability associated with the activity originating from that 
site. USHPA’s GL policy has never provided coverage for commercial “for-hire” activity. It only 
provides coverage for recreational activity. This criteria for coverage is defined by the RRG and 
has always been that way in our policy even before the RRG. This is not an USHPA decision. 
Since commercial coverage has higher liability associated with it, it requires a separate policy 
with different underwriting criteria and premiums. So long as they are launching from a 
commercially controlled entity, I don’t think there is a solution to providing chapter coverage for 
commercial activity that the chapter does not control. Even if the chapter did control it, your 
premiums would be exponentially higher. I suspect you’ve already inquired with the RRG 
directly on this matter? I don’t think it is likely to change as it would probably require approval 
from the VT insurance regulators and I expect this would be denied. To my knowledge, it does 
not conform to standards for the insurance industry. Sorry I don’t have better news there. 
Ultimately, I believe you will need to convince TTT members to launch from the TTT site, not 
the commercial site. Or they can land in their LZ if launching from the commercial site.  

The challenge here is that they do not appear to be concerned about your situation and they have 
no incentive to do so. The only thing that might change the behavior is deterrence through 
enforcement of trespassing. I know this will cause angst and flare tensions, but it is the only tool 
I see that you can use. Without it, the chapter will probably continue to be put at risk. As 
landowners, you have more direct control over the situation than any other entity. I might 
recommend that TTT membership is contingent on following those requirements if it isn’t 
already. USHPA can help explain the parameters about why, but whether knowing the why will 
change behavior is yet to be seen. It does, however, justify why you need to take certain action.  

Once you have the other items to clarify, I will be happy to provide what I can. 

Regards, 

Martin Palmaz, Executive Director 
#40148 (H‐1, P‐4) 
United States Hang Gliding & Paragliding Association, Inc. 
This is flying. This is freedom. 
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