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Where Is the San Ramon Valley? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                         

 
FOCUS: 

 
Where do you live?  

 
MAIN IDEA: 

 
Use maps of the world, the country, the state 
and the San Ramon Valley to describe where 
you live.  Use north, south, east and west to 
locate an area. 

 
VOCABULARY: 

 
continent 
world 
country 
state 
county 
county seat 
city or town 
ocean 
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Student Pages  
 
          Do you know where you live? If someone arrived in a spaceship 
from Mars could you explain to them exactly where they had landed? 
 
          First, let’s talk about continents. Do you know what continent you 

live on? A continent is one of the seven large land masses on earth. Look on 

pages 18 and 19 in Atlas Intermediate, name the continents and find the 

one that you live on  and write its name here 

_______________________________.  Write the six other continents here: 

_______________________, _______________________, 

__________________________,   ___________________________, 

_______________________________,     ________________________ .     

Do you know what country you live in? A country is an area of land where 

people belonging to the same government live. Look on page 18 and 19 in 

Atlas Intermediate and name the country where you live. Write the name of 

our country here __________________________.  Find a country that is to 

the north of us and write its name here _____________________.  Write the 

name of the country that is to the south of us here 

______________________________.   

 

The man from Mars knows what continent you live on and he knows 

what country you live in, but can you tell him the state where you live? A 

state is an area with boundaries that separate it from the other states. Look 

on the map on pages 48 and 49 in Atlas Intermediate and tell what state you 

live in. Write down the name of our state here ______________________.  

Look at the map of states and write down the state that is to the north of 

California. __________________ .  Write down the states that are to the 

east of California ___________________________.  Write down the 
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country that is to the south of California. ______________________.  Write 

down the ocean that is to the west of California.  ___________________. 
 
         Now look on a map of California and locate the county where you live.  
A county is one of the sections into which a state or country is divided. 
Counties have their own local governments where business is conducted at 
the county seat. Our county seat is in Martinez. California has 58 counties. 
Can you name some of the cities in our county? 

 
         Now can you tell me the name of your city or town? Use a map of the 
San Ramon Valley to tell what cities and towns surround your town or city. 
 

Gail Kamerer, 2004 
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Teacher pages 
 
Student Activities: 

 
1.  On a map of the world label all of the continents and oceans of the world. Use Atlas 
Intermediate. 
 
2.  On a map of the North American continent label the United States, Mexico, and  
Canada.  Use Atlas Intermediate. 
 
3.  On a map of the San Ramon Valley label Danville, Alamo, San Ramon, Diablo and 
Blackhawk.  (See activity page map.) 
 
4.  Create a map using specific set of directions.  Skills include making a key and putting  
things in the right place using north, south, east and west.  Show students how to make a 
key on the left side of the paper.  They may need to review directions.  Once they put the 
directions on the map and make the key this can be an independent activity.  (See activity 
(page 11)) 
 
5.  Play a game with the class. Where in the world is the San Ramon Valley? Using  
maps of  the world have students give directions on how to get to the San Ramon Valley. 
I am in __________________.  How would I get to the San Ramon Valley? What 
direction do I go? What oceans do I cross? On what continent do I need to be? What 
countries do I cross? What states do I cross? 
 
6.  Give directions that will tell other students how to get from school to your house. 
What streets do you use? Do you need to turn left or right on the streets?  Do you pass 
any landmarks that will help people to get to school? 
 
7.  Get a large map of the area the students live in (there is a good AAA San Ramon 
Valley map). Label each student’s home on the map with pins. Use string to show the 
distances from school to homes. Graph both the distance from school to home and 
students’ mode of travel. Use car, sneaker, bike and bus cutouts as markers. Who travels 
the greatest distance? How do they travel?  Who travels the shortest distance? 
 
8.  Where is the San Ramon Valley?  Students will write the population of cities and 
towns in and around the San Ramon Valley.  (See activity (page 9)) 
 
 

Field Trips  (See special section on field trips.) 
 

• Family field trip: Any time a parent has a student in the car it can be a time of 
learning.  Parents can point out cities and towns and areas in the San Ramon Valley.  
This can give students a real feel for their area.  
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• Passport opportunity: History Wall at San Ramon Valley Blvd. and Alcosta 
Blvd. in the Gateway Centre shopping center 

 
• Class field trip: Read Miss Rumphius. Discuss the main idea. Then walk your 

school site and the surrounding area. Gather as much information as possible 
pertaining to your school’s locality and surrounding neighborhood features. 
Residential homes, commercial buildings, significant landforms? Surroundings 
similar/different to those depicted in Miss Rumphius? 

 
 
History/Social Science Standards   

 
• Demonstrates map skills by describing the absolute and relative locations of people, 

places, and environments 
• Locates the specific locations and geographic features in their neighborhood or 

community on a simple letter-numbered grid system 
• Labels a simple map from memory of the North American continent, including the 

countries, oceans, Great Lakes, major rivers, mountain ranges 
• Identifies the essential map elements of title, legend, directional indicator, scale, 

and date. 
 
 
Reading and Social Studies 

 
Houghton Mifflin Literary Readers, Book 3,   Pages 38-47 
Communities, Activity Book,  Pages 1, 2, 20, 24-25, 59, 78. 
Atlas Intermediate 

 
  

Additional Resources: 
 
Activity pages  

Where Is the San Ramon Valley?  (parent and student pages) 
Creating a map 

 
Maps  

• two political maps– one blank for students, one with city names  
 
Essay 

What Is the San Ramon Valley? 
 
Websites 
• http://mdia.org/geology - Mt. Diablo geology  
• www.usgs.gov - United States Geological Survey.  Search under Contra Costa 

County 
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Books 
 
GEOLOGY OF THE SAN RAMON VALLEY  
• 557.94 PAMPEYAN - Geology and mineral deposits of Mount Diablo, Contra Costa 

County California -  557.94 
• 979.463 HISTORY – History of Contra Costa County California 
 
SUBJECT SEARCH TERMS FOR LIBRARY CATALOG:   

CONTRA COSTA COUNTY CATALOG 
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What is the San Ramon Valley? 
 
NAME AND LOCATION 
 
According to court testimony by Jose Maria Amador in 1855, San Ramon was named 
for a Mission San Jose Indian sheepherder named Ramon who lived and worked in 
the valley, probably in the 1820s.  
 
Two Mexican grants were given to retired soldiers in the area we call the San 
Ramon Valley today. In the north Mariano Castro and Bartolome Pacheco received 
the Alamo and Danville area, a grant which was sometimes called the Rancho of the 
San Ramon Valley. South of today’s Crow Canyon Road, a huge grant went to Jose 
Maria Amador. His San Ramon Rancho headquarters was in Dublin near I580. 
 
Thus the San Ramon Valley generally follows the locations of these two grants 
which date from the 1830s. The San Ramon Valley extends from Walnut Creek on 
the north to the Contra Costa County/Alameda County line on the south.  
 
Creeks and their watersheds help delineate the valley as well. Bollinger Canyon 
Creek and San Catanio Creek merge to create the San Ramon Creek which flows 
north to Walnut Creek. In the south the Alamo/Tassajara Creeks, South San Ramon 
Creek and Cayetano Creek flow south and form part of the massive Alameda Creek 
watershed.  
 
COMMUNITIES AND GOVERNMENT 
 
The official census figures for the San Ramon Valley passed 100,000 people in year 
2000. In 2004 Contra Costa County reached 1,000,000 people. The valley’s recent 
growth can be traced in census figures: 
 

1940    2,120  1980  57,307 
1960  12,702  2000         113,099 

 
In the twenty-first century the major government agencies which provide public 
services for the valley include: 
 
• General government:  Contra Costa County, Town of Danville and City of San 

Ramon 
• Fire:  San Ramon Valley Fire Protection District 
• Schools:  San Ramon Valley Unified School District 
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Alamo, which is governed by Contra Costa County, is named for the poplar 
(cottonwood) trees which grew there in profusion. The oldest continuing post office 
in the San Ramon Valley began in Alamo in 1852. It was an important village early in 
the valley’s post-Gold Rush history. 2000 population:  15,626. 
 
Blackhawk and the Tassajara area are part of Contra Costa County and, in 2000, 
had a population of 10,048. Tassajara had a post office from 1896-1922 and a 
volunteer Fire Department from 1969 to 1990. The name derives from an Aztec 
word meaning “a place where the meat is cured”. 
 
Blackhawk is now a gated homes community in the foothills of Mt Diablo. The 
Blackhawk Ranch was established in 1917 in the Valley by Ansel M. Easton. Originally 
the name is derived from the famous Sauc and Fox Indian warrior, Black Hawk.  
 
Danville’s post office first opened in 1858. The name came from Daniel Inman, an 
early downtown landowner. It incorporated as the Town of Danville in 1982 and 
retains many original buildings. 2000 population: 41, 715. 
 
The community of Diablo (named for the mountain) was one of California’s first 
country clubs. The post office began in 1916. It is part of Contra Costa County. 
2000 population:  988 
 
San Ramon had several names in its early years, including Limerick (for the many 
early Irish settlers). A permanent San Ramon post office began in 1873.  San Ramon 
was incorporated in 1983. 2000 population: 44,722. 
 
         
       Beverly Lane     2004 
 
SOURCES  
 

Contra Costa County Watershed Atlas  Prepared by the Contra Costa County 
Community Development Department in cooperation with the CCC Public Works 
Dept., under the direction of the CCC Board of Supervisors, Nov. 2003, 151 pp. 

Crane, Ron and Kevin Crane, Geology of the San Ramon Valley, A personal 
account of the Present Geologic Knowledge of the Area, computer produced, 2002.  
65 pp. 

Gudde, Erwin C., 1000 California Place Names, Berkeley: Univ. of California 
Press, 1969. 

Museum of the San Ramon Valley archives 
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Where is the San Ramon Valley? 
 
Student Name ___________________                 Date_____________ 

 
 

          We are talking about where we live.  When you are in the car with Mom and 
Dad take a look out the window.  Every time you pass into another town or city you 
will see a sign that says the name of the town or city and its population.  How many 
signs can you see?  Write down as many signs as you can see, and their populations. 
 
Town or city____________________________________Population_________________ 
 
 
Town or city____________________________________Population_________________ 
 
 
Town or city____________________________________Population_________________ 
 
 
Town or city____________________________________Population_________________ 
 
 
Town or city____________________________________Population_________________ 
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Where is the San Ramon Valley? 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
     This year, as mandated by the State Standards, we are studying local history and, 
as part of our study, we are also learning about the geography of our area.  Every 
time you have your child in the car it can be a time of learning.  Even a trip to the 
store can be a learning experience.  Children love geography.  They will love giving 
you directions on how to get from one place to another. 
 
When you are driving down the freeway talk to your child about the direction that you are 
going.  What is the name of the freeway? 
 
 
What streets do you take to get to school?  Are you turning left or right on these streets? 
After a few trips ask them to give you directions on how to get there. 
 
 
 
What streets do you take to get to the store?  Are you turning left or right on these 
streets?  After a few trips ask them to give you directions on how to get there. 
 
 
 
What are some of the major streets in your city or town? 
 
 
 
Point out Mt. Diablo. 
 
 
 
Point out the hills that surround our valley. 
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Creating a Map – Using Directions 
 
 l.     Make a key on the left side of your paper. 
 
 2.    Place a direction finder in your key and label North, Northeast, South, Southeast, 
West, Southwest, East, Northwest.  

 
4.    Put a mountain on the West of the map. Put on the key. 
 
5.    Put some hills on the South of the map. Put on the key. 
 
6.    Put a forest on the East of the map. Put on the key. 
 
7.    Put a river running from North to South. Put on the key. 
 
8.    Put an enchanted castle in the center of your map. Put on the key. 
 
9.    Put a bird on the Southeast of the map. Put on key. 
 
10. Put a dinosaur on the Northwest of the map. Put on key. 
 
11.   Put a treasure on the Southwest of the map. Put on key. 
 
 

 

Key 
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