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   Inside this Issue… 

Yellow Flowers 
 
First, it was the flowers pop-
ping up.  Then it was the yel-
low flowers popping up in the 
yard.  The grass hadn’t really 
started growing yet, but those 

yellow flowers started right away. Where did those 
come from?   

You know the flowers that turn into nice white little 
balls that as a kid you loved to pluck and blow 
those little white puffs into the air.  Kids 
love ‘em.  Adults hate ‘em. 

Dandelions. 

Before my grass had even been cut once 
this year, they were already making their 
presence known.  Ugh. 

Yellow flowers.  Dandelions.  Weeds.   

You try and get the good grass to grow 
and yet you get weeds.  Funny how our yards can 
be a good example of our life at times.  We try and 
be good and sin gets in the way. Seems like some-
times the yard looks better and is better than at 
other times of our lives.  What makes the differ-
ence in the yards of our lives?   

I’ll put it this way: The closer our relationship that 
we have to God, the fewer dandelions we will have 
in our lives.  Notice I didn’t say we would free of 
dandelions.  While we still live on this earth, we will 
still sin.  That is why Luther called us both Sinners 
and Saints.  We won’t be weed free until we get to 

heaven.  But the better the relationship we have 
with God, the better opportunity we have at keep-
ing a better life.  Not a perfect life, but a better life.   

How do we get to that better life?  How do we get 
that better relationship with God?  We do those 
things that keep that relationship strong.  Like be-
ing in regular worship.  Hearing God’s word read 
and preached.  Receiving Christ’s body and blood.  
Being encouraged by and encouraging the other 
Sinners/Saints who are sitting in the pew with you.  
Then you will see that you are not the only one 

dealing with a weed/sin problem.  We all 
do. 

But it is also in regular worship, that we 
find that when we sin, we go to the One 
with whom we have sinned and ask for 
forgiveness.  God is so ready to forgive.  
He is the One and the only One who re-
moves the weeds/sins from the yards of 
our lives.  And when He removes them, 

they are removed forever. 

Make sure you are giving God the opportunity to 
work on you.  For those yellow flowers pop up 
every now and then.  God is right there ready to 
deal with it.  Forgiveness is a wonderful thing. That 
is the reminder we enjoy having just celebrated 
Easter.   

Therefore, enjoy your yard… and you can… through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Serving the Lord with you, 

Pastor Hopkins 
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Recently I was approached by a young man from our confirmation class. He had an assignment. He was to 
ask members of the Trinity staff about what kind of ministry they performed in the Church. This is not the 
first time I have been approached with this question in the 5 years I have served as a Lay Deacon, but I still 
had to think a bit about an answer. The first word that popped into my head was “Schmoozing” but I figured 
he was too young to know what that meant. Besides, it does not really describe all that I or the other dea-
cons do. 

Actually the answer to this question varies from Deacon to Deacon depending upon the gifts and talents each 
of us has been given by God. Yet there are common gifts we share. Teaching is one of them. We all teach 
the Word of God to children and adults in various Bible studies, Sunday School, and VBS. We also pray for 
people. But we do schmooze, that is, we talk to others but not about trivial matters. We talk to others about 
their families, their concerns, their hopes and fears, and their prayers. So feel free to approach us with your 
questions, concerns, and Prayer requests. You can even call the church office and speak to me at Ext. 229.  I 
am usually there on Tuesday and Friday mornings though you can leave a message at any time for any of the 
Deacons on our voice mail.  
 
“And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discern-
ment, so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of 
Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and 
praise of God.” (Philippians 1:9-11) 
 
Deacon Anthony Cavaliere 

Your Deacons:  Doug Brosky  Betsy Lazarek  Lynn Waldeck 

   Anthony Cavaliere Peg Ruhs    

Times are starting to get back to normal again, with hopefully, Covid in the rear
-view mirror. We have recently had an organ recital at Trinity, and now, coming 
up in the beginning of June, the Pennsylvania Youth Chorale will once again be 
visiting to share their musical talents with us.  The choir is made up of about 20 
children, ages 10-14.  They will presenting a concert here at Trinity on Saturday 
evening, June 4 at 7:00 pm.  If you have ever been to one of their concerts, 
they are wonderful and not to be missed.  The concerts are generally made up 
of a large variety of musical styles, always something for everyone.  Please save 
the date, the concert is free for all.  The choir will also be participating in the 
9:00 am. worship service on June 5, which is good, because you will want to 
hear them at least twice!   
 
Henry DeVries, 
Minister of Music 
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Living Sacrifices 
  
Stewardship is not just about giving money to the church. It includes this, to be sure, but it is not limited to 
it. Stewardship involves our whole life – everything we have and everything we are. 

Let us not, though, fall into the trap of thinking that because we give of ourselves in one areathen we can 
neglect giving in another. Stewardship is not stealing from Peter to pay Paul. It is not a game that we play 
whereby we justify ourselves in not giving a tenth of our income because we have given in some other way. 

This is why our Lord warns: “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and 
cumin and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you 
ought to have done, without neglecting the others.” (Matthew 23:23) We are given to do both – tithe of our-
selves and what we have. 

And so it is that St. Paul makes his appeal to us: “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, 
to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do 
not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” (Romans 12:1–2) 

We are to present our bodies as a living sacrifice to God. We are not to have the mind of the world, where 
we exchange equal weight of this for an equal weight of that and think that we have done what God has re-
quired. Our whole life is given over for service in and for the Church of God. This is to be done in thanksgiv-
ing for what God in Christ has accomplished for us. This is our spiritual worship, the reasonable response to 
what He has done for us. Not one for the other but all in all. 

But what does this look like? St. Paul never lays down a general principle without also giving us some practi-
cal application of what shape that principle is to take concretely. He gives the general principle that our bod-
ies are to be living sacrifices to God. And, after admonishing those who have been given particular gifts of 
grace to serve the church, St. Paul then speaks generally of what is expected of all. He says: 

“Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another with brotherly affection. 
Outdo one another in showing honor. Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in 
hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show 
hospitality.” (Romans 12:9–13) 

This is what it looks like to present your bodies as living sacrifices. This is how we live out the grace of God 
here in time. 

Let us then heed the apostle’s teaching. Let us present our bodies – everything that we have and everything 
that we are – as living sacrifices to God, our reasonable response to what God in Christ Jesus accomplished 
for us by His death and resurrection. Through this, we have forgiveness of sins, a new life in Christ, and eter-
nal salvation. And through this worship, the grace of God is made manifest in His saints – for the church and 
the world. 
 
Deacon Anthony  

Sunday, May 15 is Confirmation Sunday at Trinity! The following young people will be 

confirmed into the Lutheran faith at the 10:45 service: 

 

Moriah Brown  Nico Milani  Sarah Newbery 

         Nicholas Prohinisie        Myles Reid          Ryan Reid 

Julianna Tapia 

 

Please keep them in your prayers as we celebrate with them and their families. 
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Can't believe we are almost into May already! Just a quick thank you to those ladies who attended the Nas-
sau Spring Rally held at Trinity, New Hyde Park a couple of weekends ago. We had a good showing of nine 
attendees from Hicksville, both LWML members and members of the congregation. It was nice to get out and 
see people from other Lutheran churches and have fellowship with them. We enjoyed a graciously hosted 
delicious, diverse breakfast brunch and a brief sermon by New Hyde Park's Rev. Dr. Jimmy Lalljie. The school 
supplies collected for this in-gathering was accepted by Pastor Anthony Giordano of the Mill Neck Manor 
School for the Deaf and greatly appreciated. 

Just around the corner, the 25th Biennial Convention to be held at the Crowne Plaza in Suffern NY will take 
place from April 29 to May 1. Our Comfort Dog Ministry will be represented there. 

As of this writing, we haven’t had our drive thru High Tea event yet so we will report on that in the next 
newsletter. 

Looking ahead into May, we will hold the officers installation on May 16, during our May monthly meeting. If 
anyone is interested, we still have the vice president position unfilled. We gladly welcome new members! 

Thank you for all the generosity and support shown for our various programs to help the needy or less fortu-
nate! 

 
Helen Peter 
Trinity LWML President 
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SPRING CLEAN-UP 
MAY 14 

9:00am – 12 Noon 
 

Please join us to make our church and school grounds beauti-
ful! Whether you pick up a few leaves or plant some flowers, 
every little bit helps. 

Maybe you would like to help by purchasing a flat of bego-

nias.  Lets us know or just bring them. Whatever is YOUR fa-

vorite color?? 
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On April 10, Trinity welcomed its second Comfort Dog, Beloved, to 
the congregation!  Eight team members, Paul and Fran Gugliotta, 
Lynn Waldeck, Dorothy Quinn, Enrico Meighan (Kare-9  Handler), 
John Haines (Kare-9 Handler), Laura Stengl (Primary Caregiver) and 
Top Dog Donna Haines, along with Abraham, drove to Chicago for 
three days of training.  Both dogs did an amazing job handling the 
14 hour drive.  

Training and certification protocols have changed since the acquisi-
tion of Abraham. The handlers in training will need to report back 
weekly to Lutheran Church Charities with videos of their progress 
with Beloved.  Upon approval of their video, they move on to the 
next steps.  

The six week process will help in their development with Beloved and 
strengthen her bond with her new team.  At the end of May, a trainer from Lutheran Church Charities will come 
and give the final certification.  Both dogs are getting along well and each has their own distinctive personality. 
Laura Stengl is the primary caregiver for Beloved and the two have bonded well together.  

While we were away, Donna was contacted by Nassau County Police Athletic League and asked us to join them 
for Coffee and a Cop at each of the precincts. Dates are forthcoming. We will also be attending Shop with a Cop 
on December 3.   
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 UPDATE FOR MAY 2022 
NOW WITH SECURE, VIRTUAL COUNSELING SESSIONS 

AVAILABLE FOR ANY NEW YORK RESIDENT  

Screaming for unconditional love and acceptance 
                                    By Chris Abatelli, LMHC, LPC, LCC Youth and Family Counselor 
 

As parents, or anyone who interacts with children/teens, we want to have the best intentions for the children 
in our lives.  However, it does not always go the way we planned.  Kids do end up finding their own way and 
growing, but we must be careful not to force what we want.  I think one of the best movies that can model 
the need for love and acceptance is the Disney movie ‘Brave’ (spoiler warning).   Here, we have a young girl, 
Merida, wanting to have her own independence and her ability to create her own fate.  At least, that's what 
she thought she wanted, as most kids do.  The movie also follows her parents who want the best for their 
child.  They did not understand their daughter and thought what they had planned was right.  Both parents 
did what they thought best instead of connecting with their child.  A series of different and crazy events oc-
curred: mom being turned into a bear, both lost hope, BOTH had to change, grow, and connect with each 
other.   This does not give us permission to let our kids do whatever they want.  Instead, we should guide 
them with connection.   
 

Just like the main character in ‘Brave’, Merida wanted to be understood, heard, but, more importantly, re-
ceive unconditional love and acceptance from her parents to create her own path.  I think all children want 
this, not just from their parents but from other leaders in their life.  Being a parent myself, it is hard to guide 
my children in the right direction; however, I realize that what makes things better is connection, not judg-
ment.   Connection helps kids not just grow into productive healthy human beings, but also with their rela-
tionship with Christ. I have known parents and leaders who have refused to connect and listen to the youth 
in their lives, instead being judgmental and insisting on forcing their plans for the youth. This often results in 
the youth’s resentment, disobedience and rejection of the parents’ or leaders’ values.  Connection starts 
through empathy and compassion. Theresa Wiesman, a nursing scholar, recognized that there are four main 
qualities that show empathy:    
 

Perspective taking - Understanding the person's point of view and validating their feelings. Validating 
somebody's feelings does not mean you agree with them.  You just acknowledge what they have ex-
perienced.  

Stay out of judgment -This can be very hard because it can be easier to judge. 
Recognizing emotion in another person - Can we identify the emotion and relate to the person?  If we 

can’t relate to an emotion, can we relate to confusion in our kids? 
Being able to communicate that understanding back to the other person.  

 

The best way to define compassion is the desire to help someone and/or walk with them in their struggle. 
Again, this does not mean you agree with them, but you must walk through the problem with them. You can-
not have compassion without empathy. Even if we don't know what to say, try this: “I don't know exactly 
what you are feeling or going through, but I do know how it feels be confused.  I know that it hurts and is 
scary.  I am here to listen and, if you want, I can give you my opinion or are my thoughts.” This idea of ask-
ing permission gives the youth the opportunity and power to ask for help and guidance.   As parents, we may 
need to change our behavior if we want our children to change theirs. I know you have heard these words:  
model the behavior you want. 
 

Chris Abatelli provides secure telehealth counseling sessions for young adults, adults, teens and families. Please see 
Chris’s bio here: https://lccny.org/chris-abatelli/ For an appointment, call LCC at 1-800-317-1173 or e-mail us at https://
www.LCCNY.org.  

https://lccny.org/chris-abatelli/
https://www.LCCNY.org
https://www.LCCNY.org


SubmissionsSubmissions  
… for the Good News June 2022 Edition are due no 

later than noon on Tuesday, May 24! Thank you! 




