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   Inside this Issue… 

2022 
 

2022 is a new year.  
What will it bring?  That 
is as relevant a ques-
tion to ask as any as 
we begin the New Year.  
Sometimes we have 
expectations of what it 
will bring.  Sometimes 
the year doesn’t end 

like we thought it would. 

A year ago, we were not expecting to be wearing 
masks again.  We were hoping that that disease 
that everyone wishes would be over would indeed 
be over.  It isn’t.  We end up dealing with it in ways 
we have been accustomed to doing.  Ugh, is the 
appropriate sentiment for this situation. 

Yet the new year, despite what is going on, still 
brings us hope.  Hope, because things can change.  
In the midst of that change, and when you are re-
flecting on what might change in your life, what 
you might like to see change in your life, keep your 
faith close. 

Keep your faith close, because I encourage you to 
include the Lord when you make those decisions 
about what changes, what might change and what 
you might want to see change in your life. 

 
 
How do you do that?  Through prayer!  Include the 
Lord and ask Him for His assistance in those deci-
sions. 

Let this New Year be one of prayer.  Seeking His 
guidance in all you do.  You just might find that 
when you include the Lord more in your life, you 
will have a certain peace and comfort no matter 
how things might turn out.  In fact, they might turn 
out far better than you could have thought.  For 
nothing is impossible with God.  That holds true no 
matter what the year is. 

May the good Lord be with you now and always 
through the New Year. 

Serving the Lord with you. 

Pastor Hopkins 
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Your Deacons:  Doug Brosky  Betsy Lazarek  Lynn Waldeck 

   Anthony Cavaliere Peg Ruhs    

The work of a Deacon is a great blessing and honor. During my recent grave illness I was unable to partake 
of that blessing. I felt useless as if God had turned His back on me. After all, what I was suffering was due to 
my own sinful pride, as I often reminded myself. 

To be sure, I watched the live streaming services many times from my hospital bed, and, in between, at 
home and in person. I have been encouraged over the months as I saw my fellow Deacons, Betsy, Doug, and 
Lynn assisted Pastor Hopkins as he had his own health issues to combat and needed their help. They were 
supplemented by our reliable worship assistants: Amy, Scott, and John.  

But I still felt useless, sidelined by my weak and debilitating illness. I could not help the pastoral staff. I could 
barely help myself. Yet as I progressed through my illness, the Lord enabled me to begin to resume some of 
my duties, primarily writing the blog for Trinity’s website. I also did a few children’s messages, which were a 
great blessing to me. 

On the December 12 I finally got to resume my altar duties as Deacon at Trinity. I love to assist with the 
communion service. It is a great yet sobering honor to distribute the Body and Blood of Jesus. Yes, it was a 
struggle because I tire easily. I have lost weight and muscle so that even simple chores can be exhausting. 
Yet on that Sunday as we sang the opening hymn, Hark the Glad Sound, the Lord spoke to me in the words 
of the third verse: 

He comes the broken heart to bind, 
the bleeding soul to cure, 
and with the treasures of his grace, 
to enrich the humble poor. 

These words made me realize how wonderful Jesus had been to me. I realized what He had brought me 
through. Despite my sinfulness, He had not deserted me at all. In fact, He had increased my faith and hum-
bled me. I share this so my Christian brethren may be encouraged by the knowledge that the Lord is with us 
in the midst of our suffering and in our worst tribulations. 

Deacon Anthony Cavaliere 

SubmissionsSubmissions  

… for the Good News February 2022 Edition are due no 
later than noon on Friday, January 21! Thank you! 
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Fear Not, You Are Mine 
 
As we enter the Epiphany season, the first Sunday after the day of Epiphany 
is the Sunday that we celebrate the Baptism of Our Lord each year.  Not only 
do we hear the story of the now 30 year old Jesus in the Jordan river being 
baptized by John the Baptizer, but we reflect on our own Baptism as well.  In 
the readings for the day, we hear these words from the 43rd chapter of 
Isaiah:  

 But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, 
 he who formed you, O Israel: “
 Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 

I have called you by name, you are mine. 
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 

 when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 

 and the flame shall not consume you. 

 For I am the Lord your God... 

What wonderful words to hear.  Our God identifies himself as the Creator God, the One who made us, not a 
fake, not an imposter, but the Lord himself.  He then tells us, with a command to not be afraid.  Why?  Be-
cause God has created us, he has redeemed us, he owns us, we are His.  There is no reason to fear with God 
on our side.  When we experience deep waters, or floods - do not fear for I am with you, when we experi-
ence fire - you will not be burned - do not fear, for I am with you.  It's important to note that it doesn't say 
"if you pass...", it says "when you pass...", God knows that we will have troubles in our lives, and he is letting 
us know that whatever it is, He is by our side always.  When you experience disease - do not fear for I am 
with you, when you experience loss - do not fear for I am with you, no matter what our trouble, God is al-
ways there with us, by us, holding us.  We need to remember these words always, but in these times of 
Covid we need to remember them more than ever. 

This text has become a favorite of our Trinity Choir through an anthem by Paul Weber, at the end of this an-
them, everyone in the choir speaks the words "Fear not, You are mine" randomly as a reminder that each of 
us, personally has been called be God into His family forever.  Unfortunately the uptick in covid has paused 
our rehearsals once again, until it is safer to sing together, so we will not be able to sing this in worship, but I 
would like to share a wonderful recording of this beautiful piece, so that you may hear and reflect on these 
words also:  https://youtu.be/EQhJ-yV1Htw 
 
Henry DeVries 
Minister of Music 

Thank you to the anonymous individual who gave the gift 

card for Milleridge to my family for Christmas.   

It is a favorite of the family and will be put to good use! 

Thank you again and have a blessed New Year! 

Pastor, Donna, and Jacob Hopkins 

https://youtu.be/EQhJ-yV1Htw
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And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, he went to 
the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah 
was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written, “The Spirit of 
the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has 
sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  

And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in 
the synagogue were fixed on him. And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing.”   (Luke 4:16–21) 
 
Jesus spoke these words from the prophet Isaiah as He began His ministry. He announced that He had come 
to reverse the effects of sin and usher in the Kingdom of Heaven. He was going into active combat with the 
devil who had enslaved and oppressed all mankind. This warfare continues to this day. Jesus has commis-
sioned (Matt. 28:19-20) every believer to engage in this battle, to fight the devil, to overcome Satanic oppres-
sion by preaching this good news fulfilled in His life, death, resurrection, and present High Priestly ministry. 
This is not the job of the government, the media, or academia. It is the calling of every Christian. 

We cannot leave this great work to others while we blend in with the culture of the world around us. We are 
to be in the world but not of it. We cannot preach the Good News to others if we compromise with worldly 
systems and accept worldly cultural values and mores. We tell others about the love of Jesus because our 
own lives have been dramatically transformed by the that liberating love. 

Therefore, we should view this commission as a high and glorious project, more noble and heroic than even 
those in our world who lay down their lives as first responders or military service personnel. Our calling is 
more vital and important than those who fight the effects of sin and sickness in the medical professions. We 
are called to engage in a liberation project, freeing our fellow human beings from the oppression of sin and 
the enslavement of the devil masquerading as the idols of this world. And as we go we should remember that 
we have the power and authority to speak the Good News because He goes with us.  
 
“And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20b) 

The Good NewsThe Good News  
Board of Properties 

The Board of Properties would like to thank Lauren Straub and John Vergara for their creation and support 
of the Capital Campaign Program. Thank you also, for the committee members, who over the last three 
years have given tirelessly of their time and direction to make the program a huge success. 

Our thanks also go out to YOU, whose generous contributions enabled the Board of Properties to make re-
pairs and improvements to our church and school.  

This is an endless process and any future support, which may be specifically designated, is greatly appreci-
ated. 

To the Glory of GOD, 
The Board of Properties 
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2022  

OFFERING  
ENVELOPES 

 
2022 offering envelopes are 
available for pick up!  They will 

be in the hallway by the MPR.  
Envelopes have been re-

numbered for next year.  
Any questions, please call Lynn 
(x230) or email her at  

lwaldeck@trinityhicksville.org. 

’Tis More Blessed to Give Than to Receive 
  
“In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and re-
member the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to re-
ceive.’  ”   ( Acts 20:35) 
  
And indeed, it is. Does this not strike a chord that resonates in us all? Which of us can’t recall the look of sur-
prise and thanks for the Christmas gifts that we labored to give to those whom we love? And the joy written 
on their face when that gift is received with thanksgiving means more than all the gifts we have received. It 
is more blessed to give than to receive. 

Our Lord knew this because He practiced it. He gave of Himself – sparing not even His life in death – in order 
to give us back to our Father in heaven. He knew that in giving you get more because joy is multiplied in giv-
ing. The one who receives and the one who gives both rejoice in what is given and received. And, what is 
more, the one who receives only wants to give back to the one who gave so generously in thanksgiving. 

So it is with our tithes and offerings in church. We want to give because we have received from God all that 
we are and all that we have. Our giving does not originate in what we must do to earn God’s favor. We have 
God’s favor because of His gift of His Son, given through Word and Sacrament. Thus, we are made free from 
the compulsion of giving so that our tithes and offering are freely given in thanksgiving for what God has so 
generously given to us. 

 “Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ” 
Remember that God has placed you in a church, not only to receive His grace and mercy, but to press His 
eternal and temporal blessings into service to your neighbor. 

Your tithes and offerings ensure that those around you have a pastor to preach the life-saving and life-giving 
Word of God. They ensure that the lights, heat, and air-conditioning are working. They ensure there is water 
for Holy Baptism as well as bread and wine for Holy Communion. They even ensure that your pastor has food 
and clothing for his own family. The gifts of God are immeasurable. They multiply and redound to everyone’s 
good as the fish and loaves in the feeding of the five thousand. 

So, remember the words of the Lord Jesus: “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” And remember the 
joy that attended the gifts you gave at Christmas. This same joy attends your gifts to the church. 
 
Deacon Anthony Cavaliere 

mailto:lwaldeck@trinityhicksville.org
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Dear Trinity Families and Friends, 

The angels in Bethlehem brought 
the shepherds and the whole 
world, “Good news of great joy”-- 
Jesus, the light and the savior of 
the world has been born!  Once 
again He comes in very uncertain 
times, just as he did over 2000 
years ago.  He is with us, now and 
forever. So, as people of faith not 
fear, may we walk boldly into the 
New Year surrounded by the radi-
ance of the Lord’s glory.  May the 
light of His love fill our hearts and 
guide our way this season and 
throughout the New Year.   

This past December, some of our ECC classes were able to present their programs to a small group of family 
members.  

We look forward to the Toddler and Nursery classes presenting their programs to celebrate the Epiphany, 
when we return to school in January. Also, our upper grade classes contributed artwork and music to make a 
special Christmas video presentation to share the joy of the season to all. This video is posted on the school’s 
website and can be viewed by clicking on this link:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CPb7OVqXY1M  We 
thank Mr. Stainkamp, Mr. DeVries, and Mrs. Kerwin for their help in putting this presentation together.  

On Monday, January 3, 2022 classes will resume.  Once again, we anticipate that with the surge in COVID 
cases, we will face continued challenges. Yet, we have been and continue to be very blessed by the support 
of families, friends, and members of Trinity have helped to keep us as safe as possible. On Tuesday, Janu-
ary 11 at 7:00 PM, we will be hosting a Town Hall meeting via Zoom to review our COVID protocols and 
provide updates regarding CDC and NYSDOH guidelines. 

As we move ahead into 2022 please pray for and support our wonderful school as we plan for the celebration 
of Lutheran Schools Week, January 23 to January 28. More information will be coming about the special ac-
tivities that are planned for that week.  Also, re-registration for the 2022-2023 school is underway for grades 
K-8 and will begin in January for the ECC families. You 
can help us by telling your friends and neighbors about 
Trinity. Encourage them to call us at 516-931-2211 or visit 
our website www.trinityli.org.  

With God continued guidance and with His blessings, we 
will meet the challenges that come our way.   
 
Epiphany Blessings, 
Mary Leake 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CPb7OVqXY1M
http://www.trinityli.org
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The Good NewsThe Good News  
LWML News 

Honoring the Past, Serving the Present, Providing for the Future 
Trinity’s Three-Year Capital Campaign 

 
Four years ago, projects, repairs and upgrades were identified as needed throughout Trin-
ity’s Church and campus. A goal was set, a priority list of projects was determined, pledges 
were made and the Honor, Serve, Provide capital campaign was launched. So much has 
been accomplished in the ensuing years -- all due to your generosity and the talents of our 
Board of Properties. During the Christmas break another of the original projects, the ceiling 

replacement in the multi-purpose room, was completed.  

The Capital Campaign Committee has had a dedicated core of members: Pastor John Hopkins, Principal Mary 
Leake, Finance Director Doris Gargan, Deacon Lynn Waldeck, Board of Properties Chair John Haines, Church 
Council President Wayne Hoeberlein, Jane Kramer, and Co-Chair Lauren Straub. In addition, from the begin-
ning Co-Chair John Vergara, Principal Tammy Mazza, Admissions Director Charlie Henle, PTFA Co-Presidents 
Carolyn Ginyard and Jeanetta Daniels, Jeanine Davis, Jane Lottes, Carl Probst and Assistant Principal Jenn 
Forte all provided valuable input along the way.  

While we had hoped to thank our donors with a gathering, COVID continues to change our plans. In place of 
a gathering a special thank you will be sent to our donors in early 2022. 

Knowing God will continue to bless our Trinity families in the coming year. We wish you a happy and healthy 
New Year. 

Our recent Gift Basket Sale held in December grossed $1,112.00 
towards funding our various missions. Thank you to all who 
supported us through donations or made purchases! 

During our next monthly meeting scheduled for January 17, we 
will be taking up a layette collection for the needy in Appalachia 
and Uniondale. The LWML will be collecting donations of the 
following layette items. A collection box will be located in the Narthex for this. 

Items: Baby clothing 3-6 months and 6-24 months new or gently used. Sleepers with feet, onesies, 2 piece 
pant sets, socks, sweaters, hats, mittens, stretchies with feet, baby towels, small stuffed animals, bottles, 
dishes and feeding utensils. 

I am mentioning sizes 3-6 months and sizes 6-24 months specifically since these places are in need of a vari-
ety of layette sizes. 

Hope you had a wonderful and blessed Christmas and New Year! 

Thank you. 
 
Helen Peter 
Trinity LWML President 
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Comfort Dog visits are going slow but steady.  We still are following CDC guidelines while doing visits and 
will continue until otherwise directed.  In November, we had the privilege of attending the Veteran's Day 
Program at the Bristol of Massapequa.  The program led by Comfort Dog Veteran partner, John Haines, was 
attended by several men and women veterans in the home.  John talked about his time in the service and 
the memories he had.  He then opened up the program to have others talk about their time and experience 
in the service.  We were even able to acknowledge the birthday of a resident celebrating 100 years! 

The response to the Craft Fairs and Cookie Walk have been fantastic.  Thank you to all who attended and 
volunteered at both.  We even received a suggestion to create a cookbook of the cookie recipes and take 
that into consideration for next year. 

The Comfort Dog Team participated in the wreath laying at the National Cemetery on Saturday, December 
18.  This has become an annual event, one that is held across the country at all of the National Cemeter-
ies.  Last year we laid about 100 wreaths amongst the team members. 

Abraham was requested to attend Oxford High School in Oxford, Michigan for their reopening on Decem-
ber 13.  Due to logistics, we were unable to fill that 
call.  Right now, due to the FAA ruling, the Comfort Dogs 
are not permitted to fly.  This then limits travel as it was 
an 11-hour drive.  This same issue caused us to de-
cline the invitation to Miami when the towers col-
lapsed.  Donna will be reaching out to the airline to see 
what we can do to get us in the air again. 

The next event is being planned…  someone turns four in 
February and is looking forward to celebrating it with all 
his friends on February 20! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Donna Haines, Top Dog 
Linda Hoeberlein, Church Council Member 
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UPDATE FOR JANUARY 2022 

NOW WITH SECURE, VIRTUAL COUNSELING SESSIONS 

AVAILABLE FOR ANY NEW YORK RESIDENT  

Prepared especially for LCC Association 
Congregations & Schools  

PUTTING AWAY THE WINTER BLUES 
    

                   Rev. Forrest Parkinson, LMSW, LP, LCC Pastoral Psychotherapist 

Matthew 2:11: They went into the house and when they saw the child with his mother, 
Mary, they knelt down and worshiped him. The brought out their gifts of gold, frankin-
cense and myrrh, and presented them to him. 
 

Last year a friend taught me a wonderful Christmas lesson over three cups of coffee. I’ll 
condense it here:  I’m really trying to let Christmas “soak in” this year. Every year’s such 
a letdown. Just as I’m seeing the Christmas trees put out to the curb, I feel like the 

“Christmas Spirit” is gone.  Everything is back to grind, back to the gray and coping with winter slush and 
taxes. But I’m not giving in this year. I’ve got to bring the Christmas Spirit into the New Year. 
 
“I’m fighting off the winter blues by focusing on two things:  giving and gratitude. Joe does most of the cook-
ing, you know, I’m just not the cook. But on Wednesdays he’s always late so I have to get something to-
gether, and you know, it’s the minimum.  And usually I’ve got an attitude. So last Wednesday I decided to 
make an effort and give everyone their favorite dinner. They appreciated it, but more importantly, I just felt 
great about myself and it brought us closer together, too. If the Three Kings can cross the desert to bring a 
gift, I want to do that for my family.” 
 
The “winter blues” can sap us. The energy of our faith can, and should, inspire us to bring a new spirit into 
the new year. My friend was inspired by the effort of the Magi and I was inspired by her. Seeking the Holy in 
everyday life takes effort, but the time is well invested. God is with us. 
 
While the energy of the holiday fades, it is up to us to bring the spirit of “God-With-Us” into our new year. 
The Gospel imperative is the dual impulse to embrace the divine in our hearts and engage the sacred in our 
neighbor. The Magi did that and so can we. 
 
The energetic activity of the Christmas season can fade away or we can let it can train our attitude, trans-
forming gray moments with bright generosity. Imagine ordinary tasks transformed by treating them as gifts 
not only to delight others, but to honor the Holy? There is no room for poisonous resentment in acts of gen-
erous giving. Following Jesus entails a shift to devoting ourselves to serving others. 
 
In our moments of prayer, we can resolve to ask for God’s help to apply the lessons of Christmas.  Our 
prayers can be light in the darkness of our struggles and discontent. Imagine contemplating our cares and 
worries with the firm purpose to seek God and to trust we will find God in the life we live daily? Seeking the 
Holy as we live and pray brings the light of Christmas and the promise of Jesus into the new year. 
 
 
 

Pastor Parkinson counsels teens, adults and couples. In addition to being a Licensed Psychoanalyst and MSW, he has a 
MS in Special Education & Emotional Disabilities. He is pastor of the Community Church in Syosset, NY and is a certified 
Spiritual Director in the ignatian tradition. Please visit our website at: www.lccny.org for more information. For a coun-
seling appointment, call LCC at 1-800-317-1173. All sessions are virtual at this time. 

http://www.lccny.org

