
Kaylyn, 
 
This topic has come up before with other counties, and our interpretation has been that the vote cast 
record is not publicly disclosable. However, we would refer you to consult with your county’s record 
management experts and your Prosecuting Attorney, if appropriate. 
 
A few citations that may be useful in making a determination: 
 

• Depending on its format and contents, the vote cast record is often considered to include 
“ballots” under the definition in RCW 29A.04.008, as it may include an “electronic record of the 
choices of an individual voter in a particular primary, general election, or special election.” That 
interpretation, along with the constitutional guarantee of “absolute secrecy” in the Washington 
Constitution, Article VI, Section 6, would support a denial of this request. See also the court 
opinions in White v. Skagit (2015) and White v. Clark (2017), in which the court has upheld the 
counties’ decisions to deny requests for ballot images. 

• You may also refer to WAC 434-261-045 when considering the proper storage and handling of 
electronic data that contains information about individual ballot selections. The WAC contains 
reference to RCW 29A.60.110, which may also be applicable when considering whether you are 
able to access the record for this purpose. I’m led to understand that other counties have 
concluded that the vote cast record needs to remain sealed in a similar manner as paper ballots 
and is therefore inaccessible absent one of the allowable reasons in statute. 

• Finally, RCW 42.56.420 creates an exemption for information related to election security. This 
may apply to certain system reports from your tabulation system, although it may not apply 
specifically to this record. 

 
Please let us know if we can be of further assistance. 
 
Les Bowen (he, him, his) 
Certification & Training Program Specialist 
Office of the Secretary of State | Elections Division 
O: 360-902-4187 | M: 360-890-0029 
sos.wa.gov/elections 

 
The information in this email is provided as a service to the public and to our county election partners and is for informational 
purposes only. The content should not be construed as, and is not intended to be, legal advice. You should contact your 
attorney for assistance navigating the law. 

 

From: Kaylyn J. Orozco <kjorozco@grantcountywa.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2022 11:28 AM 
To: Elections - CTSupport <ctsupport@sos.wa.gov> 
Subject: Vote Cast record request  
 

Hi! 

Are we able to give out the Votes Cast by box records from our Clear Count station? Somebody 

did a public request and I just want to make sure! 



Thanks in advance 

Kaylyn Orozco 
Grant County Elections | Election Administrator 

PO Box 37 Ephrata Wa 98823 | (509)754-2011 EXT 2777 
 

 

 


