
AASHTO Standard M326 

AASHTO Overview 

AASHTO is a nonprofit, nonpartisan association representing highway and transportation departments in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. It represents 
all five transportation modes: air, highways, public transportation, rail, and water. Its primary goal is to foster the development, operation, and maintenance of an integrated 
national transportation system. 

As the voice of transportation, AASHTO works to educate the public and key decision makers about the critical role that transportation plays in securing a good quality of life and 
sound economy for our nation. AASHTO serves as a liaison between state departments of transportation and the Federal government. AASHTO is an international leader in 
setting technical standards for all phases of highway system development. Standards are issued for design, construction of highways and bridges, materials, and many other 
technical areas. 

Snap-Tite® meets the AASHTO standard M326 

Standard M326-08 is the ONLY AASHTO standard for relining culverts. State Departments of Transportation, counties and 

municipalities are facing a critical problem regarding aging culverts, which has lead AASHTO (American Association of State 

Highway Transportation Officials) to create this standard in order to maintain excellence in the products and processes associated 

with roadway related construction and maintenance.  Development and approval of AASHTO Standard M326 is the result of 

rigorous product assessment, and ultimately, unanimous approval by representatives of all 50 States.   

Characteristics of Standard M326-08 

● Mechanical restrained, gasketed joint  - The rigors associated with culvert-lining and subsequent annular-

space grouting applications often require a push-pull capability, and an integral seal at the joint that remains 

structurally sound through the grouting process.   

● Smooth I.D. and O.D. pipe and joint – The externally smooth transition through the liner joint is needed to 

insure that lining does not become hung up, during the lining process, on deflections that are common to 

most existing culverts.  Additionally, an internally smooth transition through the liner joint allows for 

unobstructed water-flow, and eliminates the potential for debris flowing through the culvert to become hung 

up. 

● Joined with no special equipment, training or technicians – A simple joint design insures that the 

product can be used successfully by all installers associated with road-maintenance.  As the design 

eliminates a need for training, specialized equipment, or technicians, it ensures reduced installation time and 

cost. 

● High density polyethylene (HDPE)  - virgin resin – The characteristic of HDPE (virgin resin) insures 

culvert longevity based on long life-span (100yrs), superior abrasion capabilities, structural integrity 

throughout lining process, and resistance to UV degradation.  

● According to ASTM D-3350 with Cell Classification  345464C and PPI designation of PE 3408 / 3608. 

● Dimensions meet the requirements of ASTM F 714 

● Manning’s coefficient of n = 0.00914. – Existing water flow requirements are often a concern in culvert 

applications.  In traditional applications, the smooth-walled interior of HDPE culvert liner pipe allows for an 

equal, if not greater flow capability based on its Manning coefficient.   

 

● Pipe joints shall comply with ASTM D 3212 Standard Specification and gaskets must be installed on 

male ends per manufacturer’s  recommendations for Joint tightness. – The integrity of the gasket is 

important in ensuring that a pressure-grouting process allows for the annular space and all existing voids to 

be filled. 


