
 

 
 

Samis Foundation 
Request for Proposals 

Youth Enrichment & Engagement Funding  
 

The Samis Foundation supports access for Jewish youth in Washington state to high-quality 
intensive and immersive Jewish educational experiences and fulfills Samuel Israel’s 
philanthropic goals of supporting the State of Israel and worldwide disaster relief. 

 
Samis philanthropy in the youth enrichment and engagement category began in earnest in 
2017. From 2017-2021, Samis executed a youth enrichment and engagement pilot program, 
providing six different Jewish youth programs based in the Seattle area with three-year 
grants. An assessment of the pilot program conducted by Rosov Consulting in the Fall of 2021 
confirmed the tangible and important impact of supporting experiential Jewish youth 
programs.  
 
With the completion of the Foundation’s 2021-2025 five-year strategic plan, Samis identified 
a strategic goal to support youth programing more broadly across Washington State. Given 
the number of impactful youth programs, and the desire to inspire new program creation, the 
Foundation is issuing its first public request for proposal in December 2021.  
 
“Experiential education is an immersive, student-focused approach that engages learners of 
all ages, backgrounds and experience levels.”  - Association for Experiential Education 
 
The Foundation is interested in funding the below types of Jewish experiential education 
programs, serving youth in K-12th grade.  
 
Programs with an emphasis on: 

1. Knowledge and connection to Judaism, the Jewish community and the Jewish people 
2. Historical and cultural knowledge, and connection to the State of Israel and the 

Hebrew language 
3. Israel advocacy and knowledge of antisemitism and how to combat it 
4. Philanthropy and citizenship through a Jewish lens 

 
Eligible program providers include: 

1. Jewish youth groups 
2. New and existing youth serving programs 
3. Synagogue-based experiential programs 

 
Organizations seeking to launch new programs in Washington State will be given special 
consideration and qualify for the Foundation’s Experiential Education Incubator Fund.  
 
Grant Amounts for Youth Serving Programs (also applicable to the Experiential Education 
Incubator Fund):  

• Grants will be awarded to a limited number of organizations, of no more than  
$2k-$20k per year, distributed over a three-year grant cycle 

• In some cases, one-year grants will be awarded 



 

 
Youth Program Director Professional Development 
The Foundation is also interested in funding professional development for youth program 
staff and encourages organizations to also apply for a grant in this area. 
 
Grant Amounts for Youth Staff Development: Grants will be awarded to a limited number of 
organizations, of no more than $2-$5k per year, up to two years. 
 
The objective of this RFP process is to inspire program development and identify a cross-
section of programs throughout Washington State that will, or are currently, reaching youth 
with intensive and immersive Jewish experiential educational programs. We encourage 
organizations to submit proposals for initiatives in one or more of the different types of 
programs, and to consider collaborating with other organizations for program development.  
 
Priority consideration will be given to programs that: 

• Demonstrate connections and collaborations with other organizations 
• Serve youth in K-8th grade 
• Launch a new initiative in Washington State 

 
Eligibility Requirements for Applying Organizations: 

• Recognized 501 (c )3 status 
• Organizations must have an independent board 
• Submit all requested financial documentation 

 
Application Process 
Stage 1: One page Letter of Inquiry (LOI) outlining the organization's mission, the specific 
initiative, its scope, target population, and intended metrics for measuring success.  Click 
HERE to submit the LOI 
 
Stage 2:  Selected applicants will be invited to complete a full grant proposal. Grant proposals 
will be limited to four pages in length, plus a program budget  
 
Stage 3: Finalist presentations. 
 
Stage 4: Grants selected. 
 
Important Dates 

• Wednesday, December 8, 2021 – LOI submission open 
• Tuesday, December 14, 2021, 9-10AM – RFP Q&A Session 
• Thursday, January 6, 2022 – LOI due 
• Thursday, January 13, 2022 – Selected applicants invited to submit grant proposal  
• Thursday, February 10, 2022 – Grant proposals due 
• Monday, February 28 – Finalists notified 
• Tuesday, March 8 – Finalist presentations (up to 10 minutes each) 
• Thursday, March 10 – Finalist presentations (up to 10 minutes each) 
• Wednesday, April 13, 2022 – New grantees notified of awards 

 
Questions? Contact grantsadministrator@samis.com 


