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State 4-H leadership council provides statewide youth voice

E

stablished in 2015, the Michigan 4-H State Youth Leadership
Council (SYLC) is a statewide leadership opportunity for
4-H youth to serve as representatives of the Michigan 4-H
program, promoting 4-H through state and local activities and
providing a youth voice and perspective on the development of
4-H programs and curricula.
Oakland County 4-H’er Tom Purves is a current SYLC
member who has applied his leadership experiences in Michigan
4-H and SYLC to a new leadership role as president of the FifthThird Bank Michigan State Fair Youth Council.
“The 4-H State Youth Leadership Council is a group of
kids who are excelled leaders in their 4-H activities who come
together with other kids from around the state to talk about how
we could improve 4-H statewide and participate in leadership
and communication development programs,” Purves said. “As a
member, I wanted to take my 4-H experience beyond the county
level and gain a greater understanding of 4-H around the state.
State Youth Leadership Council is especially helping me to meet
other people. It’s a great networking opportunity!”
When asked how 4-H and SYLC prepared him for his new
role as president of the Fifth-Third Bank Michigan State Fair Youth
Council, Purves said, “First, it taught me how to run meetings.
Second, it helped me learn how to communicate with people and
helped with my delivery on certain topics. I’ve learned how to take
charge of events and have confidence to lead different types of
activities with groups of people I don’t know. I learned how to
listen to other people’s perspectives as well. That way when you’re
in a group of people, all people feel satisfied with the final result
or experience of what they’ve participated in.”
In 2016, the 25-member SYLC met monthly using online
technology and twice in person during 4-H events to build
their sense of team and increase their individual and collective
leadership and promotional skills. The council organized six
service projects in their communities, traveled to the Fifth-Third
Bank Michigan State Fair, and helped facilitate sessions at the 4-H
Youth Leadership and Global Citizenship Spectacular Conference
at Kettunen Center.
Additionally, SYLC members facilitated 4-H displays at the
Michigan State University President’s Donor Reception preceding
the MSU-Furman football game Sept. 2. SYLC members also
served as auction stewards for the first dessert auction during the
Michigan 4-H Foundation’s Town and Country Gala.

The Michigan 4-H State Youth Leadership Council is a statewide
leadership opportunity for 4-H youth to represent the Michigan 4-H
program, promote 4-H, and provide a youth voice and perspective
on the development of 4-H programs.

The dessert auction generated over $3,000 to support the State
Youth Leadership Council. Thanks to an additional grant from the Dow
Chemical Company Foundation, a $10,000 check was presented
to SYLC members Loren King and Emily Kittendorf at the Michigan
4-H Foundation’s Oct. 7 Annual Membership Meeting. These funds
will help defray costs for SYLC members to attend National 4-H
Congress and other state and national events throughout the year.
“It’s no secret that the best promoters of programs are the
participants themselves. Far more impactful than paid staff members,
4-H youth members are able to tell their story and share the impact
of programs with prospective clients and stakeholders,” said Jackelyn
Martin, 4-H Extension educator and SYLC co-facilitator.

calendar of events
Dec. 31 – Donation deadline for 2016 gift tax credit.
Jan. 22, 2017 – 4-H Day at the Breslin. The Michigan
State women’s basketball team will host the Purdue Boilermakers
at 5 p.m. Tickets are free to 4-H youth and their families, 4-H
volunteers and MSU Extension staff members and their families.
Contact your county 4-H office to obtain your free tickets.
Mar. 14-Apr. 30 – Butterflies in the Garden exhibit at
the Indoor Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden. Learn more at:
4hgarden.msu.edu.
Apr. 1 – Outdoor Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens
open. The Indoor Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden is open
year round.

4-H foundation

BOARD OF TRUSTEES ELECTION RESULTS FROM OCT. 7
Michigan 4-H Foundation Board of Trustees elections were
held at the Oct. 7 Michigan 4-H Foundation Annual Membership
Meeting.
Trustees are volunteers who serve as community advocates
for 4-H and lead and manage the operations of the Michigan
4-H Foundation.
Re-elected to three-year terms on the board were: John D.
Hatfield, of Midland; Harmony L. Nowlin, Elwell; and Douglas
E. Lewis, Milan.
New trustees elected were: Thomas L. Bosserd, Plymouth, and
Emily E. Kittendorf, Milan.
Bosserd was elected by the board to a
three-year term in April and confirmed by
the membership in October. He is an area
representative for Haldermans Real Estate
and Farm Management Services, where he
has served Halderman clients since 2001 in
Thomas L. Bosserd real estate, farm management and appraisal
services. Before joining Halderman’s, Bosserd worked as a loan
officer and appraiser for over 19 years with GreenStone Farm
Credit Services. He has been a certified general appraiser in
Michigan since 1994. He is a member of the American Society
of Farm Managers and Rural Appraisers and a former president
of the Michigan chapter. A Calhoun County 4-H alumnus who
grew up on a dairy farm, Bosserd holds a bachelor’s degree
from Michigan State University (MSU) and a master’s degree
from Eastern Michigan University, both in business administration.
Kittendorf fills one of three positions on
the board reserved for trustees between the
ages of 16 and 22. She is a Michigan State
University student pursuing a degree in
animal science with a swine specialization
with minors in international agriculture
Emily E. Kittendorf and sustainable agriculture. She is also in
the MSU Academic Scholars Program. Kittendorf has been a
Monroe County 4-H member since 2005 involved with swine,
poultry and rabbit projects. She served as president of the Junior
Livestock Association from 2013 to 2015. She currently serves
as a member of the State 4-H Youth Leadership Council and
as vice president of the MSU Animal Science Undergraduate
Research Student Association, volunteers for the Ingham County
Animal Control Shelter, and assists with research analyzing the
relationship between fiber and constipation in gestating sows.
She also is employed by the Matthes Evergreen Tree Farm and is
a sales representative for the Wielfaert Farm and Greenhouse.
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Trustees retiring from the board were recognized Oct. 7 for their
service to 4-H: former board treasurer and Finance Committee
chair Ronald H. Schoen, Okemos; youth trustee Joseph T.W.
Buis, South Lyon; and Michigan Council of Extension Associations
(MCEA) representative Diana (Dee) L. Miller, Kalkaska.
S heila Urban S mit h, Williamston,
will assume the MCEA board position
Jan. 1. Smith is a 4-H program leader with
the MSU Extension Children and Youth
Institute and serves as a member of the 4-H
Life Skills work team. She served as the
Sheila Urban Smith
county staff representative on the Michigan
4-H Foundation’s board development committee from 2005
to 2016. She has served in a variety of MSU Extension and
4-H leadership roles at the state and national levels, including
NAE4-HA committee chair 2013-16 and MAE4-HYS president
in 2011, and she is a current MCEA board member. She also is
a member of the Michigan Afterschool Partnership, served as the
NAE4-HA 50th Anniversary Committee chair in 1996 and led the
external events sub-committee for the Michigan 4-H Foundation
4-H Centennial Celebration Task Force in 2002. Smith is active
in her local community with the Williamston Schools Foundation
and Williamston Soccer Boosters, and as a member of the Faith
Lutheran Church of Okemos.
Ronald L. Hendrick, East Lansing, dean
of the MSU College of Agriculture and
Natural Resources, joined the board as a
permanent trustee July 1. He succeeded
Fred L. Poston, who retired last December.
Previously, Hendrick served as interim vice
Ronald Hendrick
president for agricultural administration
and interim dean for the College of Food, Agricultural, and
Environmental Science at The Ohio State University. Beginning
in 2013, Hendrick served OSU in a variety of roles, including
senior associate dean and director of the School of Environment
and Natural Resources. Prior to that, he was associate dean
for academic affairs in the D.B. Warnell School of Forestry and
Natural Resources at the University of Georgia. He also was
graduate program coordinator for UGA’s School of Forestry.
Hendrick received his bachelor’s and doctoral degrees from MSU
in forestry and forest ecology.
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Featured Focus – 4-H Healthy Lifestyles
4-H healthy lifestyles programs give
young people the tools and knowledge
they need to eat right, exercise often and
navigate the tough choices they often face
as they enter adolescence and their teenage
years . With increased support for 4-H
healthy lifestyles programs, more Michigan
youth will learn to make healthy life choices.
4-H healthy lifestyles is at 31 percent of
the $500,000 goal. Programs supported
include a new career and fitness curriculum,
the Molina Teen Health Challenge and
several Walmart Youth Voice: Youth Choice
grants to expand 4-H health programs in
local communities. Learn more about this
grant on page 5.

MILLION

T

hank you for helping us to log another
million dollars for Michigan 4-H’s
future! As of Nov. 15, 2016 total
giving for the Campaign for Michigan 4-H’s
Future totaled $9.32 million – 74.5 percent
of the $12.5 million campaign goal. The
campaign has two years and $3.2 million
more to go.
The Campaign for Michigan 4-H’s Future
has a $4.5 million goal for statewide 4-H
program support for science literacy, healthy
lifestyles, leadership and civic engagement,
workforce readiness and financial literacy,
and volunteer development.

$2

4-H Foundation launches new website

campaign UPDATE

MILLION

president of the Michigan 4-H Foundation
at the fall board meeting Oct. 7.
Lewis is director of student legal services
for the University of Michigan. Before
joining U-M, he worked for Wayne County
Douglas E. Lewis
Neighborhood Legal Services. He represents
the MSU College of Agriculture and Natural Resources on the
Council on Ag Research Extension and Teaching (CARET) and
serves on the MSU Extension District 12 Advisory Committee. He
is also a Washtenaw County 4-H volunteer and a member of the
Washtenaw County MSU Extension Council. He received his law
degree from Cooley Law School in Lansing.
These trustees were also elected to offices: as vice president,
Sara A. Stuby, Centreville; as treasurer, Robert J. Johnson, St.
Johns, internal audit manager for the MSU Federal Credit Union;
and as secretary, Julie A. Chapin, Portland, state 4-H leader and
director of the MSU Extension Children and Youth Institute. The
immediate past president is Sheila M. Burkhardt, Novi.

MILLION

Douglas E. Lewis, of Milan, was elected

The Michigan 4-H Foundation launched a new website in August
2016 featuring news, upcoming events and campaign updates,
along with online grant and nomination application processes. The
dynamic site is also integrated with social media. Visit the website
at www.mi4hfdtn.org!
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4-H AWARDS

4-h emerald awardees recognized at 4-H town & country gala

T

he Michigan 4-H Foundation hosted
the second 4-H Town and Country
Gala for Michigan’s Youth Sept. 16
at the MSU Tollgate Education Center in
Novi, Michigan.
The gala was presented by the Chemical
Financial Corporation and the Consumers
Energy Foundation. Additional sponsors
were the Kroger Company of Michigan,
Lake Osceola Bank and the Michigan
Milk Producers Association.

The gala featured presentation of the
4-H Emerald Awards – the Michigan 4-H
Citation Award, the 4-H Emerald Clover
Society and the Michigan Farm Bureau
(MFB) 4-H Excellence in Agriculture Awards.
These awards were provided by Michigan
4-H Youth Development with support from
the Michigan 4-H Foundation.
Serving as mistress of ceremonies was
Ionia County 4-H alumna Jamie Clover
Adams, director of the Michigan Department
of Agriculture and Rural Development and
2014 4-H Emerald Clover Society inductee.
Michigan 4-H Citation Awards
Michigan 4-H Citation Award recipients
were Noel and Sandra Stuckman, of
DeWitt, and the Michigan Milk Producers
Association. Since its inception in 1946,
the Michigan 4-H Citation Award has

honored and recognized individuals and
organizations whose contributions to and
support of MSU Extension 4-H Youth
Development programs have significantly
advanced the work of Michigan 4-H on a
multicounty, regional, statewide and national
basis. The contributions of honorees have
served to expand the capacity of Michigan
4-H to make positive impacts on the lives
of Michigan’s young people in significant
and meaningful ways. This is the highest
recognition presented by Michigan 4-H.
Michigan 4-H Emerald Clover Society
The Michigan 4-H Emerald Clover
Society (ECS) Class of 2016 inductees
are Alan W. Adam of Howard City, Ohio;
Gary L. Koppelman, Blissfield; Dennis H.
Krafft, Frankenmuth; David D. Kugler,
Ortonville; Tom A. Stewart, Lansing; Mary
Lou Tanton, Petoskey; and Heather A.
Triezenberg, Lansing.
The 4-H Emerald Clover Society honors
Michigan 4-H alumni whose professional
leadership and community service reflect
the ultimate outcome of 4-H membership
– extraordinary use of an individual’s
head, heart, hands and health to make
communities, the country and the world
better places in which to live. ECS members
receive a recognition award, an exclusive ECS

membership pin, and individual biographical
recognition on the society’s website and
on the ECS wall at Kettunen Center. ECS
members are inducted every two years. The
inaugural class was inducted in 2002 in
honor of the national 4-H centennial.
MFB 4-H Excellence in Agriculture Awards
The Michigan Farm Bureau 4-H
Excellence in Agriculture Awards, funded
by the MFB 4-H Excellence in Agriculture
Endowment Fund, recognizes outstanding
achievements of Michigan 4-H volunteers
or groups that have exhibited excellence
in 4-H youth education and leadership
development in 4-H agriculture areas.
Honorees designate a $1,000 grant to a
4-H agricultural program of their choice.
The 2016 recipients are Penny Sween,
Leslie, and Hollis and Jill Rockwell,
Shelby. The 2015 recipients were Katelyn
Horning , Manchester; Tara M iller,
Charlotte; and the Kounty Klover Kids
4-H Club from Livingston County. The
2014 recipients were Trudy Herzog, Paris;
Erika Humm, Breckenridge; and Nell
Ward, Dowagiac.
Nominations and information on the
4-H Emerald Awards are available online
at www.mi4hdtn.org.

The 2016 4-H Emerald Awardees were honored at the Town and Country Gala Sept. 16. Pictured are: (front row) 4-H Citation Award recipients
Noel and Sandra Stuckman and the Michigan Milk Producers, represented by Sheila Burkhardt and Ken Nobis; (back row) Michigan Farm
Bureau 4-H Excellence in Agriculture recipients Penny Sween and Trudy Herzog; and the 4-H Emerald Clover Society Class of 2016 – Alan Adam,
Tom Stewart, Mary Lou Tanton, Heather Triezenberg and Gary Koppelman (ECS members not pictured are Dennis Krafft and David Kugler).
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michigan 4-H

walmart grant funds expansion of 4-H youth health programs

M

ichigan 4-H was one of 26 states in 2015-16 to receive
a grant from National 4-H Council, funded by the
Walmart Foundation. The Youth Voice: Youth Choice
grant enabled youth to implement action plans for nutrition,
physical fitness and safety in 10 counties across the state.
Mini grants were awarded to Genesee, Kent, Lake, Macomb,
Mason, Muskegon, Oakland, Ottawa, Saginaw and Wayne

counties to offer the Youth Voice: Youth Choice healthy living
program in their communities. The program targeted underserved
minorities in addition to youth and families from a variety of social
and economic backgrounds and first-generation 4-H’ers.
“A small number of these families were already in 4-H; the
majority of the others were recruited to participate in the fun and
exciting new fitness and nutrition programs planned by counties
with mini grants,” said Kea Norrell-Aitch, MSU Extension 4-H
educator for healthy living.
“I was pretty proud of this program,” Norell-Aitch said.
“Some counties partnered with SNAP-Ed [Supplemental Nutrition
Education Program, a federal program providing evidence-based
nutrition education], master gardeners and after-school programs.
Others created new partnerships in schools and shelters. This
grant really helped open new doors to new 4-H partnerships
and audiences.”
As a result of this grant, several new statewide 4-H healthy
living opportunities were created, including Challenge U, a twoday overnight food science and healthy living camp at Kettunen
Center; the Healthy Living and Food Science day-long camp on
MSU’s campus where youth explored career options in various
departments such as dairy and kinesiology; and Bigley 4-H Clear
Lake Camp, a five-day 4-H camp in the Upper Peninsula that
offered hands-on fitness and nutrition education. In addition, the
4-H Mentoring Weekend – a weekend camp at Kettunen Center
for 4-H mentors and mentees – had a healthy living theme. 4-H
Healthy Living Teen Ambassadors also taught three sessions at
4-H Exploration Days focused on healthy living topics.
“Out of this grant also came 4-H F3rd – which stands for
‘family, fitness and fun’,” Norell-Aitch said. “Every third Saturday of
the month, we go to a county to facilitate a family fitness program.
It is very beneficial to incorporate the whole family. Kids don’t have
power over the food purchased – we have to start with the parents
to talk about changes and healthy food options.”
4-H F3rd includes a fitness challenge – typically an obstacle
course – and a smoothie challenge for the food component.
“Participants select their smoothie ingredients, and then judges
pick which smoothie tastes the best,” she said. “It’s competitive,
too, which makes it fun! Sometimes we offer a dance or sports
challenge using a Wii video game.
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Innovative healthy living programs, camps and community gardens
centered on nutrition and physical fitness were made possible both
statewide and in 10 counties by the Walmart Youth Voice: Youth
Choice grant.

To implement the program in their local communities, 40 teens,
representing each county above were trained as 4-H Healthy
Living Teen Ambassadors.
County 4-H staff members developed innovative healthy living
programs, camps and community gardens centered on nutrition
and physical fitness. There was also a gardening component for
youth to learn how to grow fruits and vegetables and include
them in daily meals.
Muskegon County 4-H partnered with two groups, creating new
partnerships for 4-H healthy living program delivery. Growing Goods
is a summer youth program hosted by Muskegon Public Schools for
youth who failed a class in school to make up class credits.
“The six-week program focused on gardening and healthy
eating,” said Katie Courtade, Muskegon County MSU Extension
4-H program coordinator. “We taught a variety of classes raging
from how food travels from farm to the plate and what plants need
to grow, to eating the colors and healthy food choices. We even
made homemade salsa!”
“Muskegon does have a pretty high obesity rate and any way
that we can help the youth is great. Just teaching kids how to eat
right helps!” she said.
Courtade also partnered with Community Acting Towards
Children’s Health (CATCH) Camp in Muskegon where 4-H staff
taught the importance of physical activity and eating healthy.
“We taught the nutritional content of fruits and vegetables, and
had an obstacle course,” she said. “They just loved it!
“This grant helped make connections with partners in the
community,” Courtade said. “We are going to continue with the
grant. I am hoping to make new connections next year!”
www.mi4hfdtn.org/vantage
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kettunen center

KETTUNEN CENTER SHOOTING SPORTS RANGES open 4-H Workshop sponsors

T

wo shooting sports ranges opened
at Kettunen Center in late August,
thanks to a generous gift from
Thomas H. Cobb, former Michigan 4-H
Foundation trustee.
“I have been involved in the shooting
sports in one way or another since my
preteen years,” Cobb said. “I have fond
memories of trying for years to outscore
my father in skeet. But I never did!
Living vicariously through talented young
shooters is a real joy for me now. More
and more colleges and universities have
shooting sports programs and some offer
scholarship programs for exceptional
shooters. Who knows, a future Olympian
may begin his or her career at Kettunen
Center some day!”
Kettunen Center’s new archery and
firearms ranges will offer a safe space for
members of 4-H and other groups to learn
and practice shooting sports skills.
“Having been a supporter of 4-H
shooting sports programs for many years,
I think Kettunen Center is the logical
place for permanent ranges,” Cobb
said. “These ranges seem to fit well in
the original concept of Kettunen Center
and will hopefully give a boost to the
whole program. More and more civic
and corporate groups are looking to
the shooting sports for retreat and team-

building programs. In addition, it is the
ideal place to train shooting instructors
from all around the state.”
Each year, Kettunen Center hosts on
average 150 participants at the 4-H
volunteer and youth shooting sports
training workshop. Additionally, the center
often serves as a training site for public
service agencies. Access to safe shooting
sports facilities will complement these and
other trainings held at Kettunen Center.
“My hope is that training youth in
shooting sports will lead to an interest
in hunting and other outdoor pursuits.
Spending time pursuing small game or
deer on a beautiful autumn afternoon in
Michigan is something everyone should
experience,” Cobb said.
Cobb served as a Michigan 4-H
Foundation trustee from 1998 to 2009
and as president from 2004 to 2006. He
established the Thomas H. Cobb Shooting
Sports Fund in 1999 to support 4-H
shooting sports initiatives and certification
programs for 4-H volunteers across
the state. Cobb has been active as a
consultant and adviser to a variety of
non-profit organizations, including the
Michigan Nature Conservancy, Crystal
Lake Watershed Fund, and the Crohn’s and
Colitis Foundation of America-Michigan
chapter.

Thanks to these 2015-16
4-H workshop sponsors:

Hal & Jean Glassen Memorial Foundation
GreenStone Farm Credit Services
Michigan Milk Producers Association
Michigan Pork Producers Association
Tkachik Sisters Charitable Fund
of the Community Foundation
of Southeast Michigan
United Dairy Industry of Michigan
Annual support for 4-H volunteer
training was also provided by individual
donations and these Michigan 4-H
Foundation endowment funds:
James H. & Dorothy A. Anderson Fund
Jack & Betty Barnes Tribute Fund
Thelma & Leonard Burleigh Fund
Thomas H. Cobb Shooting Sports Fund
William J. & Ruth D. Collins Fund
Donald J. & John H. Hawkins
Memorial Fund
Henning Family Fund
Sandra Clarkson Stuckman 4-H
Endowment Fund
Turner-Ousterhout Memorial Fund
Westrate Family Fund
4-H workshop sponsorships are available
for $5,000; partial sponsorships are
$2,500. To sponsor a 4-H workshop,
visit http://mi4hfdtn.org/4-h-workshopsponsors/ or call the Michigan 4-H
Foundation at (517) 353-6692.

The new Kettunen Center archery (photo
right) and firearms ranges, made possible
by Thomas H. Cobb (photo above), will
provide safe spaces for members of 4-H and
other groups to learn and practice shooting
sports skills.
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4-H children’s gardens

Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens Welcome New Additions

T

he Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens received a facelift
this past summer. A new entrance and theme garden were
installed in the Schoolyard Demonstration Garden and
three willow art structures are among the additions.
“The willow structures were created by artist Bim Willow, who
does art all around the country and is very well known. He created
our willow dragon a few years ago,” said Jessica Wright, Michigan
4-H Children’s Gardens education coordinator. “We knew we
wanted to do something to change the feel near the east entrance.
The willow structures are under the spruce trees, which makes you
feel like you’re in an enchanted forest.”
The willow structures are equipped with miniature furniture,
which makes for a comfortable and creative space for children
to read and write.
“So far, people love them! I was hoping that kids would go
down there and think ‘Wow, this is a space where I can play
whatever kind of imaginary game that I want!’” Wright said.
This year, the 4-H Children’s Gardens will be celebrating their
23rd year of operation. Wright and garden curator Norm Lownds
have big plans for the future.
“We’re designing a plan for a new play structure,” she said.
“There are lots of new developments and play equipment out
there that we want to take advantage of, and these additions are
the kick-off to new play equipment.”
In addition to the willow art structures, the Schoolyard
Demonstration Garden has a fresh, new look and features new
learning experiences.
“We also installed a new schoolhouse entrance to the
Schoolyard Demonstration Garden with a cast iron bell that the
kids can ring. We wanted to add a ‘wow’ presence, so we put it
in to let people know they can explore inside,” she said. “We also
added a flag with a light outside, just like real schoolhouses have.
It looks really nice, and we’re really excited about how much it
has changed the entrance to the garden.”
The Schoolyard Demonstration Garden has a new theme
garden. The My Plate Garden – complete with a plate, knife, fork
and spoon – is a space where kids and parents can learn about
agriculture and food sciences.
Even with all the new additions, the gardens have kept and
maintained their most popular attractions, such as the musical
chimes and the treehouse.
“We want the garden to be recognizable but include spots for
new things. We want to keep the iconic pieces in the garden but
also add new features that can be changed, adapted and grown
upon,” Wright said.
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In addition to the new restrooms opening (photo top left), a new
schoolhouse entrance (photo top right), My Plate theme garden
(middle photo) and willow art structures (bottom photo) were
installed in the Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens this summer.

In addition to the keyboard, a new drum set has been added to
the Sound Garden, and a new trellis in the Better Living Garden.
The new additions create a more imaginative environment for
kids to play in, create, and explore science and art.
“Overall, the new additions have encouraged our visitors to
have a more lasting experience in the garden instead of just a
walk through,” Wright said.
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COUNTY 4-h

MACOMB county 4-h YOUTH COUNCIL: MAKING THE MATCH FOR 4-h

T

his year the Macomb County 4-H Youth Council joined the
Make the Match County 4-H Endowment Campaign as a
leading contributor and established the Macomb County

4-H Endowment Fund.

The Macomb County 4-H Youth Council is made up of five
teens representing the youth voice of 4-H in Macomb County.
“In 2013, five youth came together to become the first youth
council in Macomb County. We figured that 4-H is a youth-led
organization, so we should have our youth leading the decision
making,” said Maggie Bohm, Macomb County 4-H Youth Council
president and Macomb County 4-H’er.
“The first year, we focused on giving out scholarships for 4-H
Exploration Days and running fundraisers at fair. This year, we
had more of a base, so we offered a few more workshops and
revamped our fundraisers,” she said.
In previous years, the Macomb County 4-H Youth Council
raised money through the annual livestock sale, photo booths
and a petting farm held at the county fair.
“Our previous fundraiser was a photo booth with hay bales
and a cute country setting, and people would donate money for
us to take their photograph. Because of cell phones, though, it
wasn’t working out that great, so we started brainstorming new
ideas,” Bohm said.
“We noticed the midway and how the vendors don’t open until
noon, but most of the 4-H’ers are up and ready at 9 a.m. We
thought about how we could meet the exhibitors’ and parents’ needs
with a coffee cart full of fruit, coffee and other snacks,” she said.
The coffee cart was one of the successful fund-raising ventures
that made the endowment donation possible. Additionally, the
youth council decided to use saved money more wisely.
“We had quite a large chunk of money saved up from when
the leadership association was running the feeding farm. It was
sitting in the bank, not even earning interest, so we decided to
put it to better use with the endowment fund,” Bohm said.
“I think the endowment is so important because it’s helping
us think about our future. We don’t know what’s happening with
government funding and if it’s going to be around for much longer.
By setting this money aside, we’re hoping that the interest alone
will be able to support 4-H and keep things running,” she said.
“That’s the biggest reason we decided to do it.”
Annual earnings from the endowment fund’s investment can
provide annual support for current 4-H program delivery, including
scholarships for 4-H participation fees and youth to attend out-ofcounty learning experiences, the development of new programs
and learning materials, or any future areas of great need to
advance the county 4-H program.
10
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The Macomb County 4-H Youth Council joined the Make the Match
County 4-H Endowment Campaign by establishing the Macomb
County 4-H Endowment Fund. Pictured above are Macomb County
4-H Youth Council members Mya Brown, Maxwell Williams and
Maggie Bohm.

“The endowment is a huge opportunity to have a large amount
of money matched,” said Liz Duran, Macomb County MSU
Extension 4-H program coordinator. “I brought up the idea of
donating to the endowment. The youth council decided together
by votes that this would be a wonderful opportunity to secure the
financial future of 4-H in Macomb County,” she said.
“I trust in [the foundation’s] decision-making skills to successfully
make a profit. We figured out what we spent last year and looked
at the interest of the campaign, and it more than covers what we
spent in a year programming,” Duran said. “We know that you
can’t continue to spend without a source of income. At this point
in Macomb County 4-H, the interest from the endowment alone
will keep us sustainable,” she said.
“I like to see the kids understand how the endowment works
and let them see why it was such a wise decision to invest in,”
she added.
“There is no other program like 4-H in the world in terms of
youth development. I believe in all higher education and all youth
development programs, but now that I’ve worked with 4-H for
so long, I clearly see the difference,” she said. “The youth are
our future, and it’s important that we provide them with lots of
support and opportunity.”
Macomb County is one of 31 counties participating in the Make
the Match County 4-H Endowment campaign. Through October
2016, participating counties had received commitments totaling
$798,179. (See chart on next page for the breakdown by county.)
The Make the Match campaign officially launched July 1,
2013, with the benefit of an endowment match pool contributed
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COUNTY 4-H
Make the Match County 4-H Endowment Campaign Progress
County

Goal

Total
Committed

% to Goal

$22,757

46%

Allegan

$50,000

Arenac

$10,000

$3,865

39%

Branch

$50,000

$18,378

37%

Calhoun

$20,000

$22,581

113%

Chippewa

$50,000

$16,392

33%

Clare

$4,000

$4,233

106%

Clinton

$50,000

$28,547

57%

Eaton

$20,000

$18,233

91%

Grand Traverse

elsers make the match
for branch and hillsdale

H

illsdale County
4-H alumnus
Arlon Elser
and his wife, Shirley,
a Branch County 4-H
alumna, provided a
capital campaign gift
to help establish 4-H
endowments in Branch

$50,000

$10,776

22%

Gratiot

$50,000

$51,845

104%

Hillsdale

$20,000

$10,380

52%

and Hillsdale counties

Houghton-Keweenaw

$25,000

$14,869

59%

Ingham

$50,000

$44,984

90%

Ionia

$50,000

$30,162

60%

Kalkaska

$10,000

$10,967

110%

Kent

$50,000

$53,339

107%

Lapeer

$50,000

$21,043

42%

Lenawee

$50,000

$48,375

97%

Macomb

$15,000

$11,585

77%

Mason

$30,000

$37,635

125%

Midland

$10,000

$12,000

120%

Montcalm

$50,000

$50,945

102%

Muskegon

$50,000

$7,230

14%

Oakland

$10,000

$3,115

31%

Osceola

$50,000

$50,000

100%

and to grow the Make
the Match Campaign
Arlon and Shirley Elser
match fund.
Arlon serves as vice chair of Whitestone Keep, LLC, and is
the former program director of the W.K. Kellogg Foundation.
Because he is a W.K. Kellogg Foundation retiree, the
Elsers’ initial gift qualified for an employer match of 1:2,
thus tripling the impact of their charitable gift.
The W.K. Kellogg Foundation (WKKF), founded in 1930
as an independent, private foundation by breakfast cereal
pioneer Will Keith Kellogg, works with communities to create
conditions for vulnerable children so they can realize their
full potential in school, work and life.
With the WKKF match, the Elsers’ gift helped to jump
start county endowment campaigns in both Branch and
Hillsdale counties.
General 4-H county endowment funds help provide
annual support for 4-H program delivery, including
scholarships for 4-H youth out-of-county experiences and
participation fees, purchase of or development of new
program and learning materials, or any future areas of great
need to advance the county 4-H programs.
Because their gift funded general 4-H county endowment
funds, their contribution will be matched again 1:1 by the
Make the Match County 4-H Endowment match fund, thus
doubling its impact for Branch and Hillsdale counties.

Ottawa

$50,000

$19,343

39%

Sanilac

$12,000

$12,040

100%

Shiawassee

$50,000

$50,175

100%

St. Joseph

$50,000

$50,125

100%

Washtenaw

$50,000

$53,918

108%

$10,000

$8,343

83%

Wayne

The chart above shows Make the Match County 4-H Endowment
campaign progress by county through Oct. 31, 2016, for the 31
counties participating in the match campaign. Counties in bold
type have met or exceeded their goal.

by gifts from the Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation,
the Rollin M. Gerstacker Foundation and individual leadership
donors totaling nearly $800,000.
County totals have nearly exceeded that amount. Qualifying
county 4-H endowment gifts will be matched until Dec. 31, 2016. The
matching funds will be suspended thereafter, unless additional match
pool funds are received. The Michigan 4-H Foundation continues to
seek funding to grow the match pool to $1 million.

EMPLOYER MATCHING GIFT PROGRAMS

You can double or even triple the impact of your gift by
participating in employer/corporate matching gift programs.
To find out if your employer matches donations to the
Michigan 4-H Foundation, ask if your company matches
employee charitable donations to 501(c)(3) non-profits.

If so, request a matching gift form from your employer and
send it with your gift to the Michigan 4-H Foundation.
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2016-17 MINI GRANT RECIPIENTS ANNOUNCED

E

ach year, the Michigan 4-H Foundation
Board of Trustees approves the
distribution of competitive grant
funds to encourage development of
innovative 4-H opportunities in local
communities. For the 2016-17 program
year, 4-H mini grants were awarded in four
grant categories.
Michigan 4-H Legacy Grants
Michigan 4-H Legacy Grants, funded
by the Michigan 4-H Legacy Fund
endowment, encourage creativity and
support the implementation of great ideas
that promote positive youth development
in communities.

The M a c o m b C o u n t y 4 - H P e e r

local youth.

Mentoring Program also received a

Wayne County’s Ecorse Grandport

$1,000 grant to provide supplies for its
mentorship program, which matches
successful high school seniors with freshmen
who are having a tough time adjusting to
high school. Mentors promote life skills
such as leadership, career exploration,
communication and financial literacy.

Academy 4 - H Garden Project also

4-H Educational Garden Grants
Two 4-H Educational Garden Grants
were funded by the Albert A. Albright
Endowment for 4-H Plant Science and
Gardening Education.

received a garden grant to expand
the current 4-H garden at Grandport
Academy. Youth will become certified junior
master gardeners and engage in hands-on
gardening, nutrition and physical fitness.
4-H On-Target Grants
Two On-Target grants were funded by
the Thomas H. Cobb Shooting Sports
Fund to help enhance county 4-H shooting
sports programs.
Gratiot County’s Non-Typical Shooters

Iron Count y ’s 4 -H Green Thumb

4-H Club was granted one of the $500

Allegan County’s Shooting Sports

Community Garden Project received a

Program received a $1,000 grant to

$1,000 grant to expand the community
garden. The garden provides a space
for 4-H, schools and a local community
center to teach hands-on gardening,
plant science and nutrition education to

grants to install target cameras and
screens to enable audience members to
see the results of shooters’ shots. Allowing
the audience to see the results before the
shooter retrieves his or her arrows creates
more excitement in the sport and allows
potential shooters to see shots that end
up on target.
Kalamazoo County was also awarded
a grant that will help fund the start-up of a
new club, including the purchase of archery
equipment. The Aim to Achieve 4-H Club
allows youth interested in shooting sports
to join an archery-specific club and start
practicing.

upgrade its shooting equipment to open
the opportunity for youth to participate in
competitive shooting while emphasizing
safety, rules and sportsmanship.

estate gift helps grow
Calhoun County 4-H Endowment

T

he Calhoun County 4-H Endowment Fund was

established with an initial estate gift made to
Calhoun County 4-H by Harold E. Thomas.
Thomas was an active Calhoun County 4-H volunteer
who started the Legends of 4-H Award and was often seen
helping at the Show of Champions. He would also help get
people in line at both the Marshall Christmas Parade and Harold E. Thomas
the Calhoun County Fair Parade.
Thomas graduated from Marshall High School and served in the U.S. Army.
He worked as a machine shop supervisor for the Grand Trunk Railroad for 41
years. An active member of Moose Lodge 676, he earned his degree of fellowship
in 1972 and his pilgrim degree of merit in 2011.
Calhoun County 4-H is one of the 31 counties participating in the Make the
Match County 4-H Endowment Campaign. Gifts to grow the Calhoun County
4-H Endowment Fund will have double the impact with the 1:1 match from the
endowment match fund while match funds are available. Additional donations
are welcomed to help grow the fund.
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Collins 4-H Youth Horticulture Grant
The Collins 4-H Youth Horticulture
Grant is funded by the William J. and Ruth
D. Collins Endowment Fund to advance
local 4-H club work in plant science and
horticulture activities.
Monroe County’s Rockin’ Ranchers
4-H Club received a $350 grant for their

Monarch Butterfly Migration and Breeding
Garden Project. The educational garden
will be built at a public library and will serve
as a sanctuary for monarch butterflies and
also help educate the public on butterflies,
local ecology and 4-H.
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Tuscola and Wexford Counties invest in future of 4-H

R

ecently the 4-H councils in Tuscola and Wexford counties
made long-term investments in 4-H by establishing funds
with the Michigan 4-H Foundation.
Both funds are term or quasi-endowment funds, more
commonly called county funds, which function as endowments
– they earn investment proceeds on money that can be returned
to the county at any time. A minimum of $5,000 is required to
establish a county fund.
The Wexford County 4-H Fund was created by the Wexford
County 4-H Council. The fund will support the annual needs of
the 4-H program in Wexford County.
“We decided to create the fund as we’ve been collecting money
and not spending it for several years, so we had it saved up,”
said Carol Blake, Wexford County MSU Extension 4-H program
coordinator.
“We had an ongoing fundraiser to sell platbooks. The council
gets the books, and we distribute to local businesses that sell
them,” explained Jill Benson, Wexford County 4-H volunteer.
Platbooks are area maps of the county divided into sections
showing property lines and ownership.

“If you have to look longer
term at things, that’s a good
way to make sure that things
that are already established
continue on,” Benson said.
T h e Tu s c o l a C o u n t y
4 -H Scholarship Fund

was established with initial
contributions by the Tuscola
County 4-H Council in
Gordon and Viola Bierlein
support of the Gordon and
Viola Bierlein 4-H Scholarship.
The Bierleins made a major impact in the Tuscola County 4-H
community throughout their lives and were honored for 58 years
of service to 4-H in 2012. Gordon passed away in 2013, and
Viola in 2015. Family, education and 4-H were all important
to them, and they passed those values on to their children and
grandchildren. A scholarship for postsecondary education will be
awarded in their honor to a Tuscola County 4-H member.

ways to support michigan 4-H!
Outright Gifts
Cash donations can be made:
• As pledge payments – a promise to make annual or biannual payments of a certain amount for up to 5 years.
• As monthly gifts through an automatic electronic funds
transfer of money from the donor’s bank account to the
foundation’s bank account.
• Payments can be by cash, check or credit/debit card.
Credit/debit card donations can be made online at
www.mi4hfdtn.org.
• As gifts of securities and stock. Contact the Michigan
4-H Foundation for gift instructions.
• The IRA Charitable Rollover allows traditional or
Roth IRA owners – aged 70½ years – to make an annual taxfree distribution from an IRA directly to a charity, such as the
Michigan 4-H Foundation.

Shop online to support Michigan 4-H
• AmazonSmile – Visit smile.amazon.com each time you
shop the Amazon store in order to have Amazon donate
a portion of your purchases to your favorite charitable
organization, including the Michigan 4-H Foundation.
• Giftfluence.com – Earn donations for charity every
time you search or shop online.
• Goodshop.com – Get the latest coupons and offers
at thousands of stores and Goodshop will donate a
percentage of your purchases to your favorite charity.
• iGive.com – Shop online or download the mobile app to
have a percentage of your online purchases at over 1,750
partnered stores donated back to a charity. There is an
optional iGive button you can install within your browser.
• Shop2care.com – Shop online or download the
mobile app to have 100% of your retailer rebate go to
your preferred charity at no cost to you.

In-kind gifts, including certain gifts of valuable
property or assets such as residences, farmland,
equipment and agricultural products (i.e. grain),
can also provide immediate support for 4-H programs.

Planned Gifts
The foundation can also receive estate gifts and other
future gifts to support 4-H. See inset on page 15 for types
of planned gifts or contact the Michigan 4-H Foundation for
more information at (517) 353-6692.
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endowments: Creating a legacy in memory of loved ones

K

ettunen Center, Michigan 4-H’s volunteer and youth
development training facility, was fortunate enough to
have two new endowment funds created this past year to
support the maintenance and long-term care of Kettunen Center
facilities and its adjacent grounds. Support from these funds can
also be used to sustain 4-H educational programs there.
An endowment is a fund that is permanently restricted – the
corpus of the fund is invested and held intact, and the earnings
from the fund are used for program support. Endowments provide
a dependable and perpetual source of funding that, combined
with other annual support, assures that 4-H opportunities are
always available for youth.
These newly established endowment funds will not only support
Kettunen Center in perpetuity, but will also serve as permanent
memorials.
The Francis H. and Ingrid E. Thacker Endowment for
Kettunen Center was created in memory of Francis Thacker by

his wife, Ingrid Thacker, in appreciation for the positive influence
of 4-H in Francis’ life.
“4-H was really the beginning of his life,” Ingrid Thacker said.
“He was able to spend time with his brother. Those years really
played a big role in their lives. It is really a good thing for kids
to go through 4-H.”
Francis was a 4-H member and took great pride in his 4-H
achievements. He went on to manage the family farm and was
very involved with community affairs. He served as the LeRoy
Township supervisor and for 25 years was an Osceola County
commissioner. Additionally, he served 26 years on the Lake
Osceola Soil Conservation District and over 20 years as a member
of the LeRoy Historical Society. He was a lifelong member of the
United Methodist Church in LeRoy until his passing in July 2014.
The George E. and Deanna J. House Endowment Fund
for Kettunen Center was created in memory of George House

by his wife, Deanna House, and their children, Sara and Paul,
to recognize their family’s long-term involvement with 4-H as
members, volunteers and donors.
“This fund honors George’s belief in 4-H and his long-term
service on the board,” Deanna House said. “It was a good way
to remember him long-term – it is also a good cause.
“4-H camps and centers like Kettunen Center are fading.
They need to have support to keep them up-to-date,” she said.
“This way, the funds from the endowment can be used as those
in charge feel it’s needed well into the future.”
George and Deanna House both grew up as 4-H members in
Illinois and Wisconsin. They went to college in Wisconsin, George

14

www.mi4hfdtn.org/vantage

Two new endowments established by Ingrid Thacker and Deanna
House will not only provide a lasting legacy for their husbands
but also support the maintenance and long-term care of Kettunen
Center facilities and grounds, and help sustain 4-H educational
programs at Kettunen Center. Pictured above are the participants at
the 4-H Mentoring Weekend at Kettunen Center July 22-24, 2016.

at the University of Wisconsin and Deanna at the University of
Wisconsin-Stout. After they married and moved to Michigan, they
became highly valued Michigan 4-H volunteers, first in Kalamazoo
County and then statewide.
George joined the Michigan 4-H Foundation Board of Trustees
in 1979 and served on the board until 2009. In his 30 years as
a trustee, he served as president, vice president and treasurer
of the board. He believed in the power of dedicated facilities
to foster positive youth development. He helped lead the $4.3
million campaign to renovate Kettunen Center, and also helped
generate support for the facilities campaign for 4-H Camp Kidwell
in Allegan County.
Deanna is well known as a nutrition and healthy foods
columnist, author, consultant, speaker and 4-H volunteer. She
helped young people see the value in healthy eating and cooking,
and helped them develop the skills to do so successfully. When
microwave cooking was introduced as a fast way to prepare meals,
Deanna helped young people navigate this new technology by
co-authoring the 4-H curriculum Microwave Connections.
“4-H shaped my life,” Deanna House said. “We both felt that
we should be paying back, and youth are one of the things we
believe in. This was a great fit.”
The Houses have been generous annual donors to 4-H for over
three decades. In 2006, they also established the Founder’s Fund,
an operational endowment for the Michigan 4-H Foundation,
which promises to pay dividends of support for 4-H for many
years to come.
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parsch estate gift sustains 4-h

A

n estate gift from Roderick and Shirley Parsch will help
sustain the work of the Michigan 4-H Foundation and its
support for Michigan 4-H Youth Development.
Lapeer County 4-H
alumnus Rod Parsch
served as a Michigan
4-H Foundation trustee
from 1964 until his
death in 1990. He was
posthumously honored as
a trustee emeritus. Parsch
Rod and Shirley Parsch
served as Michigan 4-H
Foundation president from 1970 to 1973, chaired the resource
development committee and was instrumental in leading fundraising activities on behalf of the foundation.
Parsch was the CEO of Lapeer County Bank and Trust Company
from 1956 to 1984. He continued to serve as board chair after
his retirement in 1986. He served in World War II, receiving two
Purple Hearts, the Silver Star and the Bronze Star. He was active
in several banking associations and served as president of the
Independent Bankers Association of America. Additionally, he
was active in many Lapeer organizations, including the hospital
board and the St. Vincent DePaul Society. He graduated from the
School of Banking, University of Wisconsin, and also served on
the faculty of Ball State University.
During his tenure on the Michigan 4-H Foundation board,
Parsch realized the power of planned giving. Parsch named the
Michigan 4-H Foundation as a beneficiary of his trust upon the
death of the survivor. Parsch died Feb. 19, 1990; Shirley passed
away this past March.
The Parschs’ estate gift qualified them for membership in the
Cornerstone Society and also the Founders Society, a new society
recognizing donors of $10,000 or more to the Founders Fund
Endowment or those who make an unrestricted planned gift that, when
received, can be used to grow the foundation’s long-term reserve.
Planned gift donors are recognized as members of the
A.G. Kettunen Society, established in 2007 to provide lifetime
recognition to donors who have made documented future gifts
to 4-H. It allows donors to share their wishes and the impact they
would like to see their gifts make to benefit Michigan’s youth.
A.G. Kettunen Society members receive a recognition certificate,
permanent acknowledgement as legacy donors in the annual
report, and, for gifts that exceed $25,000 at maturity, recognition
as Cornerstone Society members.
The Michigan 4-H Foundation invites any donor considering
a planned gift to contact the foundation at (517) 353-6692 to
verify that the intent of the gift can be met.
Michigan 4-H Foundation, VANTAGE, Fall 2016, Volume 37, No. 1

types of planned/DEFERRED gifts
Bequests through a Will
Wills provide many donors an excellent opportunity to support
Michigan 4-H programs. Donors may bequeath a specific amount,
a percentage of the estate or a residual after other distributions from
an estate are fulfilled.
Testamentary Charitable Remainder Trusts
Donors may establish charitable remainder trusts through their estate
plans and provide for an eventual gift to the Michigan 4-H Foundation and an income for a spouse or other survivor for his/her lifetime.
Charitable Remainder Unitrusts
Donors may establish a charitable remainder trust and provide for
the trustee to pay them a fixed percentage of the value of the trust
assets each year for their lifetime. The remainder will benefit 4-H.
Charitable Gift Annuities
Through charitable gift annuities, a donor makes a significant cash
or securities gift and receives a guaranteed rate of return for life.
At the donor’s or named beneficiary’s death, the Michigan 4-H
Foundation is then able to use the money to support 4-H programs.
Life Estate Contracts
Donors may make a gift of a personal residence or farm to the Michigan
4-H Foundation, receive a current income tax deduction for a portion of
the value of the property and retain the use of the property for their lifetime.
Gifts of Life Insurance Policies or Retirement Funds
Donors may name the Michigan 4-H Foundation as the primary or secondary beneficiary of an existing or new life insurance policy. Similarly, a
person can name the foundation as beneficiary of the remaining assets
in an IRA, 401(k), 403(b) and other pension plans, which offer income
tax benefits to the donor. The IRA Charitable Rollover allows traditional
or Roth IRA owners to make an immediate tax-free distribution directly to
a charity, such as the Michigan 4-H Foundation, from an IRA.
Charitable Lead Trusts
Donors may make an irrevocable gift to establish a charitable trust
with the Michigan 4-H Foundation providing that the trustees pay
an income to the Michigan 4-H Foundation for a fixed period of
years and then, at the end of that time, transfer the asset to children,
grandchildren or other specified persons.
Additional Planned Gift Considerations
• Both future and realized planned gifts can count toward the
Campaign for Michigan 4-H’s Future $12.5 million goal.
• Documented planned gift donors qualify for recognition in the
A.G. Kettunen Society during their lifetime.
• Gifts of $25,000 or more at maturity qualify for Cornerstone
Society recognition.
• Gifts of $10,000 or more can establish a perpetual named endowment fund. Postsecondary endowed scholarships require a
minimum gift of $30,000.
• Gifts of any type may be designated to support a specific 4-H
program area, county, Kettunen Center or the Michigan 4-H
Children’s Gardens. Unrestricted gifts may also be made to support future and emerging needs of 4-H youth development.
If you are interested in making a special gift, designating your gift
or establishing an endowment, please contact the Michigan 4-H
Foundation at (517) 353-6692 to verify that your gift intention can
be met. Consulting with personal legal counsel and/or a tax adviser
for definitive assessment of the tax benefits of and limitations on
www.mi4hfdtn.org/vantage
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planned gifts is also recommended.
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In the news
Tuscola County 4-H
Rocket Team takes second
place at national finals
The Deford Dazzlers 4-H
Rocket Team won second place
at the national Team America
Rocketry Challenge (TARC).
Three club members traveled to
The Plains, Virginia to compete
on May 14. Raytheon, Lockheed
Martin, Boeing, IBM and other
sponsors awarded the Deford
Dazzlers Rocket Team $16,000
in scholarships – $5,000 per
team member, plus another
$1,000 for the 4-H club to help
fund its science and rocketry
education program.

SAVE THE DATE!
4-H Alumni
Tip-off Reception
Join fellow 4-H alumni on
Jan. 22, 2017, from 2:30 to
4 p.m. at a reception prior to
the 4-H Day at the Breslin MSU
women’s basketball game.
Meet other 4-H alums, enjoy
light refreshments and take a
selfie with Sparty! Registration
is required. Register online at
http://mi4hfdtn.org by Jan. 11.
Free basketball game tickets
to see the Lady Spartans take
on the Purdue Boilermakers at
5 p.m. will be provided upon
request.

The Corporate Clover Club is an annual
giving program recognizing corporate and
business gifts over $1,000. From July 1 to
June 30, 2016 gifts were received from:
Andersons, Inc.
CME Group
Consumers Energy Foundation
Dart Energy Foundation
DeLaval Direct
Detroit Tigers, Inc.
Family Farm & Home, Inc.
Garr Tool Company
General Mills Foundation/Yoplait
HomeWorks Tri-County Electric
Cooperative
Knappen Milling Company
Lake Osceola State Bank
Maner Costerisan
Michigan Agricultural Commodities, Inc.
Michigan Corn
Michigan Farm Bureau Family of
Companies
Michigan Horse Council
Michigan Milk Producers Association
Michigan Pork Producers Association
MSU Federal Credit Union
Monsanto
Northwest Michigan Farm Bureau
Tractor Supply Co.
United Dairy Industry of Michigan
Valstone Partners
Walmart Foundation
Walther Three Rivers, LLC
Zingerman’s Roadhouse, LLC

