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MAKING THE MATCH:
BUILDING COUNTY 4-h ENDOWMENTS

N

early $500,000 has been committed to support local
4-H endowment funds across the state thanks to the
Make the Match County 4-H Endowment Campaign,
one of the priorities for The Campaign for Michigan 4-H’s Future.
Chippewa County 4-H, one of the now 31 counties participating
in the campaign, set an endowment goal of $50,000, the maximum
that can be matched by the Michigan 4-H Foundation.
Chippewa County’s 4-H Endowment campaign chairs are
James Moore, Chippewa County 4-H volunteer leader and 4-H
council chair, and Lindsey Kromemeyer, Chippewa County 4-H teen
volunteer with oversight from the Chippewa County 4-H Council.
“With this endowment we would have money to help keep our
4-H program going,” Moore said. “I was a county commissioner
for 10 years while I sat on the 4-H council as vice chair. I saw the
council give out and take in money that kept 4-H alive.”
Over the past year of the campaign, Chippewa County 4-H
has raised nearly $13,000 from 4-H clubs and local businesses
who have proved to be strong partners in this endeavor.
“We picked the higher goal. We’re still trying to reach half of
our donations from private individuals which may be the hardest
part,” Moore said. “We’re trying to get the word out.”
In June last year, the council held the first Burger Bash, a fundraiser
for the Chippewa County 4-H Endowment held at the local Elks Lodge.
“We are really looking forward to the Burger Bash again,” said
Melanie Greenfield, Chippewa County 4-H program coordinator.

calendar of events
Aug. 1 – 4-H mini-grant applications due. Learn more
at: www.mi4hfdtn.org/county/countygrants.html.
Aug. 1 – Nominations due for 2015 MFB 4-H
Excellence in Agriculture volunteer awards. Learn
more at: www.mi4hfdtn.org/grants.html
Sept. 1 – Brick sponsorship deadline for fall placement.
Sponsor a brick today! www.mi4hfdtn.org/bricks.html
Oct. 2 – Michigan 4-H Foundation Annual Membership
Meeting & Clover Citation Luncheon at the MSU Kellogg
Center in East Lansing.
Jan. 31, 2016 - Nominations due for the 4-H
Emerald Clover Society Class of 2016. Nominate an
oustanding Michigan 4-H alumnus today. Learn more at:
www.mi4hfdtn.org/ecs.

Members of Chippewa County’s Silver Spurs 4-H Club volunteer at the
Burger Bash to raise money for the Chippewa County 4-H Endowment.

“The Silver Spurs 4-H Club is taking leadership this year.”
Additionally, the local Tractor Supply Store has hosted a carnival
and been very supportive of 4-H.
“Our TSC store is amazing!” Greenfield said. “They’ve paid
for a popcorn machine, cotton candy, etc.!”
In addition, the county has done mailings to garner support.
Greenfield feels this has raised the most awareness of the campaign.
“Most of the people buying tickets to the Burger Bash are already
4-H supporters. After the first mailing last year, we received a lot of
contacts from others not currently involved with 4-H,” she explained.
“We want to show we are working hard to preserve our future,”
Greenfield said. “We have to invest in our youth. 4-H connects kids
with positive adults in the community and provides fun, hands-on
learning opportunities.”
Annual earnings from the fund’s investment can provide annual
support for current 4-H program delivery, including scholarships for
4-H youth out-of-county experiences and participation fees, purchase
of or development of new program and learning materials, or any
future areas of great need to advance the county 4-H program.
Additional counties currently participating in the Make the Match
campaign are: Allegan, Arenac, Branch, Calhoun, Chippewa,
Clare, Clinton, Eaton, Grand Traverse, Gratiot, Hillsdale,
Houghton/Keweenaw, Ingham, Ionia, Kalkaska, Lapeer,
Lenawee, Macomb, Mason, Midland, Montcalm, Muskegon,
Oakland, Ottawa, Sanilac, St. Joseph, Washtenaw and Wayne.
Kent, Osceola and Shiawassee counties have already met the

maximum match of $50,000. See chart on page 5.

4-H foundation

new TRUSTEES JOIN michigan 4-H FOUNDATION BOARD

M

ichigan 4-H Foundation trustees are volunteers who manage foundation policies and operations and serve as community
advocates for ongoing and increasing support for 4-H. They are also charged with overseeing the activities of foundation
staff members and working on committees to facilitate foundation operations. New trustees are:
I a n M c G o n i g a l, of Byron Center,

Ray Hammerschmidt, of East Lansing,

was elected to a three-year term as a
Michigan 4-H Foundation trustee in January.
McGonigal, senior vice president of regional
sales for GreenStone Farm Credit Services,
brings more than 16 years of financial
Ian McGonigal
services experience to the board. He was
recently appointed to this new role after serving as a regional
vice president of sales and customer relations for GreenStone. He
began his financial career as an agricultural loan officer with TD
Bank Financial Group. McGonigal is a graduate of the University
of Guelph in Ontario, Canada, where he received a bachelor of
commerce degree in agricultural economics. He also attended
the Graduate School of Banking at Louisiana State University.

became a trustee Jan. 1 with his appointment
as interim MSU Extension director.
Hammerschmidt had been interim associate
director of MSU Extension since July 2014.
Previously, he was the associate chair of the
Ray Hammerschmidt
MSU Department of Plant, Soils and Microbial
Sciences. He replaces Margaret Bethel, who filled the MSU
Extension director role after the departure of Tom Coon in July
2014. Hammerschmidt holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees
from Purdue University and a doctorate in plant disease resistance
from the University of Kentucky. He joined MSU in 1980 with a
research and teaching appointment and conducted fundamental
and applied research on potato diseases.

New foundation officers elected

Clarkson Stuckman
elected honorary trustee

Sheila M . Burkhardt, of Novi, was
elected president of the Michigan 4-H
Foundation at the fall board meeting Oct. 3.
Burkhardt, a Michigan 4-H Foundation
trustee since 2005, has served as director of
member relations and public affairs for the
Sheila M. Burkhardt
Michigan Milk Producers Association (MMPA)
since 1988. Her involvement and honors include serving as past
president and current board member of the MSU Michigan Dairy
Memorial and Scholarship Foundation; secretary of the Fowlerville
Community Schools Board of Education; secretary of the Michigan
Youth Livestock and Scholarship Fund; past president of the MSU
College of Agriculture and Natural Resources (CANR) Alumni
Association; 2011 recipient of the MSU CANR Alumni Service
Award; member of the 4-H Emerald Clover Society; honorary
State FFA degree holder; and recipient of the Lowell High School
Distinguished Alumna Award.
These trustees were also elected to offices: as vice president,
Douglas E. Lewis, Milan, director of student legal services for
the University of Michigan; as treasurer, Ronald H. Schoen,
Okemos; and as secretary, Julie A. Chapin, Portland, state 4-H
leader and MSU Extension Children and Youth Institute director.
The immediate past president is Claudia J. Scioly, of Ann Arbor.
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Sandy Clarkson Stuckman, of DeWitt, was
elected an honorary trustee of the Michigan
4-H Foundation at the fall board meeting.
She served as Michigan’s state 4-H leader
from 1991 to 1998. Under her leadership,
the Michigan 4-H China Project and the 4-H
Sandy Stuckman
Chinese Art Exchange were established; she
oversaw the official opening of the Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden;
and served as a strong administrative partner with the Michigan 4-H
Foundation through the Kettunen Center Vision 2021 project. During
her tenure as state 4-H leader, she also served as trustee and secretary
of the foundation’s board of trustees.

NOTICE TO MEMBERS: MEMBERSHIP INCREASED TO $25
The Michigan 4-H Foundation Board of Trustees voted at its
March 27, 2015 meeting to change the bylaws to increase
the gift level from $10 to $25 for Michigan 4-H Foundation
membership, effective July 1, 2015. Gifts of any level are
welcome and still accepted, but only donors with gifts totaling
$25 or more will receive member benefits such as voting
rights at the Michigan 4-H Foundation Annual Membership
Meeting each October. The bylaws now read:
Article IV, Section 1, Foundation Membership
Part 2: Qualifications of Membership
All companies, corporations, organizations, associations and
individuals who make a financial contribution of at least $25 to
the Michigan 4-H Foundation shall have one membership in the
Michigan 4-H Foundation, VANTAGE, Summer 2015, Volume 36, No. 1
foundation for one year upon receipt of the financial contribution.

campaign for Michigan 4-H’s future
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campaign priority areas

E A R E 4-

MILLION

W

4-H SCIENCE LITERACY – $2 million
Michigan youth will be critical thinkers and
problem solvers through science-based
learning.

$10

MILLION

4-H HEALTHY LIFESTYLES – $500,000
Michigan youth will make healthy life choices.

4-H LEADERSHIP & CIVIC ENGAGEMENT –
$500,000

MICHIGAN 4-H CHILDREN’S GARDENS –
$1.5 million
Youth will touch, feel and know science through
the Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens.

63%$8

Michigan 4-H volunteers will be recognized,
trained and supported for their work with youth.

$6

4-H VOLUNTEER DEVELOPMENT – $1 million

MILLION

Michigan youth will be work ready
and financially smart.

$7.9

4-H WORKFORCE READINESS & FINANCIAL
LITERACY – $500,000

MILLION

Michigan youth are civically engaged as
volunteers, decision-makers and community
leaders.
MILLION

$4

4-H members, volunteers and staff members
will have enhanced educational and retreat
accommodations to enrich experiential
learning at Kettunen Center.

MILLION

KETTUNEN CENTER – $3.5 million

4-H ENDOWMENT – $3 million
Michigan 4-H will double its capacity to serve
Michigan youth for the next 100 years.

$2

MILLION

A

s of June 30, 2015, The Campaign for Michigan 4-H’s
Future has raised $7.9 million, 63.2 percent of the $12.5
million goal.
Leadership for The Campaign for Michigan 4-H’s Future includes
the Leadership 10, a group of 4-H campaign volunteers; trustee
leadership, supporting the Leadership 10 in campaign fund
development; and foundation staff members, providing guidance
and support for the foundation’s campaign volunteers.
The Michigan 4-H Foundation’s Leadership 10 is a group of 10
couples who have assumed the role of serving as the face of the
capital campaign by sharing their compelling 4-H story and support
of Michigan 4-H. These carefully selected individuals provide
their leadership through their generous gifts and participation in
foundation campaign activities.
The Leadership 10 comprises:
• Tom and Rhonda Coon.
• Julie and Larry Chapin.
• Arlon and Shirley Elser.
• Don and Becky Jost.
View the Leadership
• Russ and Lou Ann Mawby.
10 video featuring
• Lowell and Marilyn Rothert.
their 4-H stories:
• Ron and Jeannie Schoen.
http://youtu.be/
• Sandy and Noel Stuckman.
3o8O21qqgy0
• Sara and Dale Stuby.
• Michael and Winifred Tate.
The Michigan 4-H Foundation’s Resource Development
Committee provides leadership for the board’s campaign
solicitation efforts and supports the Leadership 10 volunteers. The
Resource Development Committee members are:
• Smallwood Holoman, Jr., chair.
• Sheila Burkhardt.
• Mary Draves.
• John Hatfield.
• Claudia Scioly.
Although contributions from July 1, 2011 through June 30,
2018 are included in campaign totals, The Campaign for Michigan
4-H’s Future public launch was Oct. 3, 2014, at the 4-H Town and
Country Gala at the Downtown Market in Grand Rapids, Mich.
Guests celebrated the initial campaign investments that help
4-H engage youth in relevant and interesting ways today, grow
and diversify its volunteer base, and enhance program delivery
to best serve the needs of Michigan’s young people well into the
future. Recipients of the 4-H Emerald Awards were also honored
at the gala. See photo on page 15.

$12.5 H
!

campaign update
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campaign update

Former State 4-H Leader and 4-H Foundation
Executive Director Team Up for Michigan 4-H!

S

andy Clarkson Stuckman and Don Jost have had some

experience in being a team for Michigan 4-H.
From 1991 to 1997, they worked together as
Michigan’s state 4-H leader and 4-H foundation executive
director, respectively. During these years in their state 4-H
leadership roles, they launched the 4-H China Art Project, which
included hosting the Chinese Performing Arts troupe and initiating
the visual arts exchange between Michigan and Chinese children.
They completed and dedicated the Michigan 4-H Children’s
Gardens, which continue – 22 years later – as an internationally
recognized model for youth science learning using public gardens.
Together they launched and completed the Vision 2021:
Campaign for Kettunen Center, which resulted in $4.3 million
being raised to complete new residential and learning spaces at
the state’s 4-H volunteer training facility.
Today, although they’ve both been retired for a few years,
they’ve not stopped teaming up for Michigan 4-H!
When they were asked – along with their spouses, Becky Jost
and Noel Stuckman – to lead the individual gift campaign to raise
$250,000 from 4-H retirees, staff members and other friends of
Michigan 4-H for the county 4-H endowment match pool, they
didn’t hesitate to join forces again for Michigan’s youth.
“Now that I’m in a position where I can give back, I want to
give back. I need to continue that support,” Sandy said.

“4-H pairs kids with mentors – volunteers and leaders – who
help them develop leadership and communication skills.”
She believes that the work 4-H does in building these and other
important life skills needs to continue for young people – not just
today but well into the future.
Don and Becky and Sandy and Noel also said yes to becoming
members of the 4-H Leadership 10, a group of 10 couples who
have made leadership investments as part of the Campaign for
Michigan 4-H’s Future and have agreed to serve as campaign
ambassadors to encourage other donors to join them in helping
the Michigan 4-H Foundation reach its $12.5 million capital
campaign goal for support of Michigan 4-H Youth Development
Programs.
Don served as executive director of the Michigan 4-H
Foundation for 25 years, retiring with emeritus recognition
in 2002. He led the growth of assets of the Michigan 4-H
Foundation from $340,270 in 1977 to $8.4 million at the time
of his retirement in 2003.
He remains a strong advocate and voice for growing the
capacity of Michigan 4-H to serve our state’s young people. That’s
because of his personal experience as a Kent County 4-H member.
“I gained self-esteem, skills in communication and skills in
organizing work. I met youth and adults outside my isolated, rural
community by actively participating in 4-H,” he said.

individual leadership donors make the match possible
In addition to the leadership gifts from the Josts and Stuckmans,
seven couples joined them in individual leadership gifts for the
County 4-H Endowment Match Pool:
Wayne and Faye Adam

Wayne and Faye Adam are former 4-H
parents and volunteers from Sanilac
County. Faye served as a Michigan 4-H
Foundation trustee for 20 years, from
1988 to 2008 and was elected trustee
emerita in 2009. Wayne, a Sanilac County 4-H alumnus
and 4-H Emerald Clover Society member, retired as owner/
manager of Agri-Business, Marlette Livestock Auction, Inc.,
and also chaired the Michigan 4-H Foundation’s 4-H Volunteer
Recognition Endowment Campaign. They have been donors to
4-H for more than 24 years.

4

www.mi4hfdtn.org/vantage

Julie and Larry Chapin

Ottawa County 4-H alumna, Julie Chapin
is director of the MSU Extension Institute
for Children and Youth, and in that role
she also serves as Michigan’s state 4-H
leader and secretary of the Michigan
4-H Foundation board. Larry is a 4-H volunteer and conducts
research in the MSU Department of Animal Science.
Thomas and Rhonda Coon

Tom Coon is the former director of MSU
Extension, and current vice president,
dean and director of the Division of
Agricultural Sciences and Natural
Resources at Oklahoma State University.
His wife, Rhonda, is an Iowa 4-H alumna and former director
of the Iowa 4-H Foundation.
Michigan 4-H Foundation, VANTAGE, Summer 2015, Volume 36, No. 1

campaign update
Make the Match County 4-H Endowment Campaign Progress
Committed

%

Branch

County

$50,000

$12,013

24%

Chippewa

$50,000

$12,980

26%

$4,000

$2,584

65%

Clare

Goal

Clinton

$50,000

$6,210

12%

Eaton

$20,000

$11,748

59%

Grand Traverse

$50,000

$6,349

13%

Gratiot

$50,000

$47,424

95%

Hillsdale

$20,000

$7,613

38%

Houghton-Keweenaw

$25,000

$12,630

51%

“It is and it’s going to be in the future necessary for individuals
like me who have benefited from 4-H to step up to the plate in
being helpful by supporting 4-H financially.”
4-H is still seeking individual leadership donors to help reach the
$250,000 goal to build the match pool for county 4-H endowments.
In addition to individual leadership gifts, the Make the Match
Campaign match pool is made possible by grants from the
Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation and the Rollin M.

Ingham

$50,000

$4,820

10%

Ionia

$50,000

$18,311

37%

Kalkaska*

$10,000

$10,967

110%

Kent*

$50,000

$51,743

103%

Lapeer

$50,000

$10,275

21%

Lenawee

$50,000

$47,325

95%

Mason

$30,000

$11,375

38%

Midland

$20,000

$2,875

14%

Gerstacker Foundation.

Montcalm

$50,000

$38,424

77%

Donors wanting to join the Campaign for Michigan 4-H’s Future
with support for endowment or other 4-H campaign priorities can
contact Cheryl Howell or Amanda Masters at (517) 353-6692.

Osceola*

$50,000

$50,000

100%

Noel Stuckman and Sandy Clarkson Stuckman and Rebecca and
Don Jost led the individual gift campaign to raise $250,000 from 4-H
retirees, staff members and other friends of 4-H for the county 4-H
endowment match pool.

The chart to the right shows the progress to goal by county for the
Make the Match County 4-H Endowment Campaign as of June 30,
2015. Totals are not reflected for counties which recently joined the
effort (Arenac, Allegan, Calhoun, Muskegon, Macomb, Oakland
and Wayne).

Ottawa

$50,000

$11,575

23%

Sanilac*

$12,000

$12,000

100%

Shiawassee*

$50,000

$50,000

100%

St. Joseph

$35,000

$32,061

92%

Washtenaw

$50,000

$13,005

26%

*These counties have met or exceeded their campaign goals.
The maximum amount eligible for matching funds is $50,000.

Arlon and Shirley Elser

Gary and Eiko Seevers

Hillsdale County 4-H alumnus Arlon Elser
is the former program director of the W.K.
Kellogg Foundation and vice chair of
Whitestone Keep, LLC. He and his wife,
Shirley, a Branch County 4-H alumna,
have been donors to the Michigan 4-H Foundation and MSU
College of Agriculture and Natural Resources.

Gary Seevers is a retired New York general
partner of Futures Brokerage for Goldman
Sachs and Co. He is a Hillsdale County
4-H alumnus and former MSU Extension
4-H agent. He and his wife, Eiko, have
been donors to the foundation for many years, supporting a
variety of programs.

Lowell and Marilyn Rothert

Dale and Sara Stuby

Lowell Rothert is retired MSU Extension
4-H program leader for science and
agriculture education. Marilyn Rothert is
retired dean emerita of the MSU College
of Nursing. They have been donors to 4-H
for over three decades.

Dale and Sara (Sally) Stuby are 4-H
parents, volunteers, donors and alumni
from St. Joseph County. Sally served as
a regional director for MSU Extension for
the Southwest Region before retirement
and currently serves as a Michigan 4-H Foundation trustee.

Michigan 4-H Foundation, VANTAGE, Summer 2015, Volume 36, No. 1
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kettunen center

Veliquette memorial endowment to
support Kettunen Center

I

n December 2014, N o r m a n R .
Veliquette, of Elk Rapids, and his
partners at Great Lakes Packing
Company created an endowment in
memory of his wife, Marjory McPherson
Veliquette, in appreciation for the positive
influence of 4-H in their lives.
The Norman R . and M arjor y A .
M c Pher son Veliquet te E ndow ment

recognizes the Veliquettes’ long-term
involvement with 4-H as both alumni
and donors and their interest in perpetual
support for Kettunen Center, the Michigan
4-H Foundation’s volunteer and youth
development training facility. This fund will
provide priority annual support for the care
and upkeep of Kettunen Center facilities and
the adjacent grounds. It may also support
educational programs at Kettunen Center.
“The opportunities that I had to be in
leadership positions as a young person
were helped greatly by 4-H training,” Norm
Veliquette said. “I’ve witnessed many young
people in conferences at Kettunen Center
growing rapidly in their skills. Sustaining and
maintaining Kettunen Center is very important
to the next generations that follow.”
Norman Veliquette grew up on a
dairy farm and was a member of Antrim
County’s A-K 4-H Club. During his last
year in 4-H, he was an International Four-H
Youth Exchange (IFYE) delegate to Brazil,
where he lived for seven months. Veliquette
served in the U.S. Navy, but after a careerending injury in Navy football, he attended
Michigan State University (MSU) for a
degree in agricultural economics. He then
received his master’s degree in economic
development.
Marjory McPherson Veliquette was
a Kent County 4-H’er and an IFYE
delegate to Nepal in 1966. She received
a bachelor of science degree in textiles
and merchandise management from MSU.
“Marjory and I met as candidates for
6
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the IFYE program. We were attending
interviews for the selection process,” he
said. “She went to Nepal, I went to Brazil.
A couple of years passed before we got
married.”
They married Aug. 10, 1969, in
Kent County. In 1972, they co-founded
Great Lakes Packing Company, a cherry
processing company, and later Cherry Bay
Orchards in Suttons Bay. Marjory served
as human resource and quality control
manager, and Norm has held almost all
leadership roles over the years.
“It is a family business. Marjory and
I were a dominant force, but others
are involved, too. And they are all very
supportive of 4-H,” Norm said.
Norm and Marjory remained involved
with 4-H and passed on the 4-H tradition to
their three children, who were all active 4-H
members. Marjory was an Antrim County
4-H volunteer leader for over 30 years,
working with up to 250 youth a year. They
also hosted several international exchange
students over the years.
Prior to her death in 2013, Marjory
reflected on her 4-H involvement. “Because
I attended a one-room school through the
seventh grade, 4-H formed and developed
a wide-open world for me which never would
have happened otherwise,” she said. “My 30
years of being a 4-H leader just continued
my growth and love for 4-H. I hope I have
given back to many young people what was
so generously given to me!”
She was an active member and past
officer of the parish council of Catholic
Women of Sacred Heart Catholic Church.
She recruited innumerable pageant
contestants, international students and host
families. She published several cookbooks.
Her management and leadership skills
benefited many church dinners and
charitable giving campaigns. For many
years, she led Women of the Heart at

Norman R. Veliquette and his partners at
Great Lakes Packing Company created
the Norman R. and Marjory A. McPherson
Veliquette Endowment in memory of his wife
to support Kettunen Center. Pictured above are
Marjory and Norman Veliquette.

Sacred Heart Church, the Rotary Partner’s
Christmas Is For Kids project and village
flower box planting. She founded and
directed Friends of Peterman Auditorium
at Elk Rapids High School.
Norm’s service includes serving as
Michigan Agricultural Commission chairman,
20 years on the Elk Rapids Board of Education
and membership in the Elk Rapids Rotary Club
since 1983. To benefit Rotary International
and its worldwide program to eradicate polio,
Veliquette has walked on his hands more
than100 miles internationally.
He has also authored a three-book
series, Fulfilling Our Promise, about
the international efforts of volunteers to
eradicate polio. He has performed 25
years of stand-up comedy routines in the
Elk Rapids Rotary Show, and organized
and conducted Lead-ER-Ship, a local youth
program. Additionally, he helped secure
equipment for Peterman Auditorium and the
virtual classroom at Elk Rapids High School
and has served 30 years as church lector.
“4-H gave me skills and confidence
to go way beyond the boundaries that
would’ve been set for me as a farm kid in
a big family. It opened up my world and
unlimited possibilities,” Norm said.
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4-H children’s gardens

Sponsors make Butterflies IN THE GARDEN possible

M

ichigan State Universit y
Federal Credit Union
(MSUFCU) joined Jackson

National Life Insurance Company to

sponsor the Butterflies in the Garden exhibit
for 2015.
“We’re pleased to support the Butterflies
in the Garden program as it closely
aligns with the credit union’s core value
of giving back to the community,” said
April Clobes, MSUFCU president and
CEO. “This program provides wonderful
learning opportunities for children and
their families, allowing them to explore the
world around them, and we’re pleased to
be involved with such an event.”
Jackson National has sponsored the
butterfly exhibit for the past six years.
“The butterfly garden is great for
kids!” said Danielle Robinson, Jackson
National Life corporate social responsibility
manager. “We love supporting Michigan
4-H because it gets kids outside to
enjoy nature, and for a lot of kids it’s an
opportunity they don’t have anywhere else.
We love all of the programs 4-H does,
especially the educational and hands-on
aspect of 4-H.”
The Indoor 4-H Children’s Garden was
host to over 100 children and their families
for Butterfly Day April 25. During the event,
children participated in several butterfly
learning activities, including a butterfly

The Indoor 4-H Children’s Garden was host to over 100 children and their families for Butterfly
Day April 25. During the event, children participated in several butterfly learning activities. The
Butterflies in the Garden exhibit was sponsored by Jackson National Life Insurance Company
and the Michigan State University Federal Credit Union.

hunt, a scientific investigation, making
butterfly wings and butterfly games.
The butterflies were on display from
March 16 to April 30 in the Indoor
Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden at
Michigan State University. During that
period, 163 groups and 3,878 students
participated in field trips to see and learn
about butterflies.
The butterfly exhibit kicked off the
2015 season for the 4-H Children’s
Gardens. The garden will host a variety of
programs for youth and families, including
Garden Discovery Days, one-day specialty
programs around various themes; Camp

Monet and Garden Writers Workshop,
both day camps using the garden for art
inspiration; and the Stories in the Garden
and Stories for Sprouts and Seedlings
programs, which all use books to connect
with the gardens.
For event dates, visit www.mi4hfdtn.org
for the full calendar with event descriptions
and details. Some events have a $5
fee. Regular admission to the gardens
is free, but donations are appreciated.
There is a parking fee on weekdays.
Visit www.4hgarden.msu.edu for more
information.

SAVE THE DATE!
MSU Extension 4-H Retirees Reunion
May 11-13, 2016 AT Kettunen Center
Mark your calendars for the 2016 MSU Extension 4-H Retirees Reunion! Now held every

two years, the event welcomes anyone who was a part of the 4-H staff – including all 4-H
staff, CEDs, and specialists and any other retiree who would like to find out what is happening
in 4-H. The main event is May 12-13, 2016, but those traveling from a distance may arrive
May 11. Questions? Contact Cyndi Mark at markc@msu.edu. More information to come!
Michigan 4-H Foundation, VANTAGE, Summer 2015, Volume 36, No. 1
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memorial gifts | In memory of
In memory of George E. House

T

rustee emeritus George E. House, of Ada, died Oct. 2, 2014. He served as a Michigan 4-H Foundation

trustee for 30 years (1979-2009) and was elected trustee emeritus in 2010. House served as Michigan
4-H Foundation president, vice president and treasurer. He was also a member of the board’s finance
committee for many years and chaired the personnel committee. As a trustee, House provided leadership to the
Vision 2021 renovations at Kettunen Center. In 2006, he and his wife, Deanna, established the Founder’s Fund, an
operational endowed fund to ensure the foundation’s ability to be advocates and stewards for Michigan 4-H well
George E. House
into the future. House was a Wisconsin 4-H alumnus and a 1963 graduate of the University of Wisconsin-Madison.
He served as president of Production Credit Association of Kalamazoo, then moved to Hamilton Farm Bureau and later served as
executive director of Michigan Allied Poultry Industries. He was an active member of Trinity United Methodist Church in Grand Rapids.
Gifts in his memory will support the Founder’s Fund. Gifts have been received from:

Donor names have been removed from the online version of the newsletter.
Contact the Michigan 4-H Foundation at 517-353-6692 or info@mi4hfdtn.org
for a printed version with the donor names.

Memorial gifts make lasting tribute to the
memory of family members and friends.
Tribute gifts recognize the contributions
and talents of living persons or celebrate
a special occasion.
To make a memorial or tribute gift
today, complete the form on the
opposite page or donate online
now at www.mi4hfdtn.org!

MEMORIAL AND TRIBUTE GIFTS
Memorial and tribute gifts are charitable contributions that support Michigan 4-H. Memorial gifts are made in memory and tribute gifts in honor of special
people. If you or your group would like to make a memorial or tribute gift, please complete this form and send it with your gift to the Michigan 4-H
Foundation. Gifts can also be made by calling the Michigan 4-H Foundation at (517) 353-6692 or online at www.mi4hfdtn.org.
Enclosed is a gift of $

. ❒ In loving memory of

❒ In tribute to

Send announcement of this gift to: Name
Address

City

State

ZIP

State

ZIP

Sent by: (Donor’s Name)
Address

City

County

Phone (

)

Email

4-H affiliation: ❒ 4-H alumnus, ❒ 4-H volunteer, ❒ 4-H member, ❒ 4-H friend, ❒ 4-H parent, ❒ 4-H staff member.
Payment by:
❒ Check (Make checks payable to Michigan 4-H Foundation.)
❒ Please charge my credit/debit card (check one): ❒ MasterCard
Name (as on card)
Exp. Date (mm/yy)

❒ Visa

❒ Discover

❒ American Express
Credit Card No.

Signature

Mail to: Michigan 4-H Foundation, 535 Chestnut Road, Room 240, East Lansing, MI 48824
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Peterson endowment honors parents, creates 4-H scholarships

D

avid and Susan Peterson recently established a 4-H

scholarship endowment in honor of David’s parents,
Elmer and Rose Peterson.
The Peterson family valued education and environmental
conservation. Peterson continues to emphasize the protection and
preservation of our environment, and through this endowment
honors his parents for the ethics they promoted within Mason
County through their 4-H leadership.
The Elmer and Rose Peterson Memorial 4-H Endowment

will support scholarship(s) for 4-H’ers to pursue post-secondary
learning at an educational institution in Michigan and conservation
program opportunities for Mason County 4-H’ers.
An endowment fund is permanently restricted – the corpus of
the fund is invested and held intact, and the earnings from the
fund, in this case, will support 4-H scholarships. Professional
managers oversee endowment funds, investing the money in
stocks, bonds and other instruments.
“4-H was a vehicle for me to express interests and develop
confidence and self-sufficiency,” Peterson said. “Teaching 4-H
classes while in high school served to see the potential in the
next generation and the mixing of cultures taking place in the
county. My 4-H scholarship was an important contribution to the
success of a Mason County Central graduate. My intent is that
this scholarship will benefit the community.”
Peterson and his three brothers were Mason County 4-H
members where their mother served as a 4-H leader for over
10 years. Furthering one’s education was always expected to be

the next step after the Peterson boys received their high school
degrees. It was an unspoken expectation, and special – they were
first-generation college graduates. Elmer finished eighth grade,
and Rose finished high school. His father made it clear that they
would be supported through high school and, after that it, was
up to them. Peterson received a 4-H scholarship that helped to
motivate him to take the next step in furthering his education.
“I want to encourage young people to pursue additional
education,” he said. “I want to give thanks for the scholarship
that guided me to attend Michigan State University.”
Peterson graduated from MSU and pursued a career in higher
education. After attending MSU, he moved to the University of
Denver, where he served as a graduate assistant while gaining
his graduate degree. He then served as an associate professor
in Wisconsin and was an associate professor and department
head in Indiana prior to a 32-year-career in the Environmental
Engineering Program at Western Michigan University.
“It’s the recognition that, yes, someone thinks you can be
successful,” Peterson said.
This is the message he is sending to 4-H members who
will receive scholarships through the Rose and Elmer Peterson
Memorial Endowment.
Endowment was important to ensure a lasting legacy for Elmer
and Rose – that the gift would ensure that good work was being
done forever in their honor.
“The scholarship is intended to be supported in perpetuity
and will permanently recognize the conservation legacy of our
parents,” Peterson said.

thank you to the 2014-15 4-H workshop sponsors
Each year approximately 19 4-H
volunteer training workshops are
offered, most of them at Kettunen
Center, Michigan’s 4-H volunteer
training center in Tustin, Mich. These
workshops provide 4-H volunteers with
a professionally conducted training
experience guided by experts from
Michigan State University Extension
and many other organizations.

Seeking 2015-16 4-H Workshop Sponsors
4-H workshops sponsorships are available
for $5,000; partial sponsorships are
$2,500. If you or your organization is
interested in sponsoring a 4-H workshop,
visit www.mi4hfdtn.org/workshops.html
or call the Michigan 4-H Foundation at
(517) 353-6692.
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We would like to extend our thanks
to the 2014-15 4-H volunteer
training workshop sponsors:

American Dairy Association of Michigan
AT&T of Michigan
Hal and Jean Glassen Memorial
Foundation
GreenStone Farm Credit Services
Land O’Lakes Foundation
Michigan Milk Producers Association
Michigan Pork Producers Association
Tkachik Sisters Charitable Fund
of the Community Foundation of
Southeast Michigan

Annual support for 4-H volunteer
training is also provided by individual
donations and these Michigan 4-H
Foundation endowment funds:
James H. and Dorothy A. Anderson Fund
Jack and Betty Barnes Tribute Fund
Thelma and Leonard Burleigh Fund
William J. and Ruth D. Collins Fund
Donald J. and John H. Hawkins
Memorial Fund
Henning Family Fund
Michigan 4-H Shooting Sports Fund
Sandra Clarkson Stuckman 4-H
Endowment Fund
Turner-Ousterhout Memorial Fund
Westrate Family Fund
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NORMA aGNEW HORSE JUDGING ENDOWMENT

N

orma Agnew, of Washington Twp., Mich. was a long-time
4-H volunteer, coach and mentor of the Macomb County
4-H Horse Judging Team, and a 4-H horse judge.
For many in the 4-H horse judging community, she was a
well-respected and dedicated volunteer, particularly to the cause
of teaching young 4-H members how to appropriately judge a
horse and how to use that knowledge to test and share their skills
through demonstrations, clinics and competitions. Norma passed
away after a battle with cancer in 2005.
“My mom was a passionate 4-H’er and raised us as passionate
4-H’ers,” said Dalen Agnew, Norma Agnew’s son. “We all have
been involved in livestock and horses. We’re all still involved in
some way.”
Norma and her husband, William Agnew, had four children.
One daughter, Patti Ann, in Washington state, barrel races horses
and three sons: Brian, of Clarksville, Texas, raises bucking bulls;
Dan, of Lapeer, has cutting horses; and Dalen, of Okemos, is an
assistant professor of anatomic pathology for the Diagnostic Center
for Population and Animal Health at MSU.
“My mom was also very passionate about horse judging. She
was involved for over 30 years in the judging program,” Agnew
said. “She was a 4-H horse judge for shows around the state and
across the Midwest. She was a 4-H leader in Macomb County.”
In 2008, the Agnew family created the Norma Agnew 4-H
Horse Judging Endowment Fund with gifts from family and
friends in her memory.
“It was a natural decision to honor her in some way, especially
through horse judging,” he said.
The Norma Agnew 4-H Horse Judging Endowment Fund
supports the Norma Agnew Memorial Horse Judging Awards,
post-secondary educational scholarships for youth awarded to
high-scoring horse judging participants at the Michigan 4-H Equine
Educational Expo (formerly the State 4-H Horse Jamboree).
“We like the idea of providing funding for education,” Agnew
said. “Scholarships for 4-H kids are a wonderful outcome!”
Additional donations are welcome to grow the Norma Agnew
4-H Horse Judging Endowment. To contribute, visit the Michigan
4-H Foundation’s website at www.mi4hfdtn.org or call (517)
353-6692.

The Norma Agnew 4-H Horse Juding Endowment was established by
the Agnew family to honor Norma Agnew’s dedication to 4-H and
horse judging. Pictured above are the William and Norma Agnew
(bottom center) family members in 2002. Not pictured are Norma’s
daughter and two additional grandchildren.

Michigan 4-H Foundation Endowment FAQ’s
Minimum investment: $10,000
Program impact investment: $25,000 or above
4-H post-secondary scholarship/award endowments:
$30,000 minimum investment

• An endowment is a fund that is held permanently.
The corpus of the fund is invested and held intact,
and the earnings from the fund are used to support
4-H programs.
• Endowments can be named in memory or in honor
of individuals.
• The Michigan 4-H Foundation offers donors endowed
gift options designed to sustain both county and state
4-H programs and 4-H facilities.
• Endowments created during a life-time can see 4-H
program impact grow significantly with the addition of
a planned or estate gift.
• Endowments are created through agreements
negotiated with the donor.
• All endowments are managed according to the
guidelines set by the Michigan 4-H Foundation’s
revenue and spending policy.
• All named endowed funds are permanently recognized
in the foundation’s endowment registry published in
the foundation’s annual report.
• Endowment gifts exceeding $25,000 can qualify a
donor for the Michigan 4-H Cornerstone Society which
offers permanent recognition at Kettunen Center.
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Wayne County 4-H’ers win
national 4-H Ag Innovators
Experience Video Challenge

T

wo members of Wayne County’s Vista Maria Giving Hope
4-H club, Gary Payne and Corbin Nelson, were awarded
a $5,000 cash prize for their 90-second video in the 4-H
Ag Innovators Experience Video Challenge. This contest was part
of the 4-H Ag Innovators Experience, presented by National 4-H
Council and Monsanto, which aims to bring workforce skills to
life through hands-on activities.
“Through participating in activities such as the 4-H Ag Innovators
Experience, young people like Gary and Corbin are learning the
skills necessary to become the ag leaders of tomorrow,” said Adnan
Khalil, Vista Maria Giving Hope 4-H club leader.
Payne and Nelson participated in the 2014 experience, “Fish
Farm Challenge,” which was designed by agriculture students
and faculty members at The Ohio State University. The activity
was designed to stimulate interest in engineering a solution to the
problem of ensuring that farm-raised fish have equal access to
food. Participants created a food distribution system that evenly
dispenses soy-based fish food pellets to farm-raised fish. This type
of system can be used with an aquaculture tank on a tilapia farm.
More than 8,000 youth in urban, suburban and rural areas
across the Midwest participated in the Fish Farm Challenge.
There was also a global category. Participants were eligible to
submit 90-second videos that showed what they learned from
their experience. Grand prizes were awarded for each of the four

Two members of the Vista Maria Giving Hope 4-H club, Gary Payne and
Corbin Nelson, were awarded a $5,000 cash prize for their 90-second
video in the 4-H Ag Innovators Experience Video Challenge.

categories: rural, urban, suburban and global. Payne and Nelson
won the urban category which had 51 other entries.
“It’s great to see young people from Wayne County participating
in STEM-related [science, technology, engineering and mathematics]
activities to build their future workforce skills,” said Nick Guthrie,
Monsanto direct sales manager.
To see the “Fish Farm Challenge” video, visit bit.ly/1LM9Flv.
The 2015 4-H Ag Innovators Experience activity will help youth
learn about water in the United States and around the world,
explore the water footprint of common food products, and make
the connection between water use, environmental sustainability and
food security. To learn about how to get involved, contact Betty Jo
Krosnicki at nashbett@anr.msu.edu.

Michigan fairs & events to feature 4-H COMMODITY CARNIVAL
Since 2013 CME Group and National 4-H Council have partnered
to build greater literacy in agricultural science and economics with
the Commodity Carnival project.
For 2015, the Commodity Carnival has a new educational app,
Risk Ranch, to help people and families learn about raising and
marketing livestock. The app can be downloaded to a computer,
tablet or smartphone and is available online at http://www.
cmegroup.com/education/4-h.html.
Additionally, the Commodity Carnival will appear at over 100 fairs
and events in nine states in the midwest this summer and fall. The
Commodity Carnival will be featured at county fairs in Allegan,
Berrien, Branch, Chippewa, Hillsdale, Kalamazoo, Monroe, St.
Clair, and St. Joseph counties; the Eastern Michigan Fair (Lapeer
County); Upper Peninsula State Fair (Delta County); 5th Third
Bank Michigan State Fair; Great Lakes Ag Fair Youth Day (Wayne
County); Sparta Town & Country Days (Kent County); Family Fun
on the Farm Day (Ionia County); and Breakfast on the Farm events
in Gratiot, Hillsdale, Mason, Sanilac and Van Buren counties.
12
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MICHIGAN FARM BUREAU PARTNERS
TO EXPAND 4-H CAPITOL EXPERIENCE

E

ach March, teens are chosen from around the state
to participate in 4-H Capitol Experience, a four-day
conference where youth experience state government in
action and learn how they can influence policy issues. In 2015,
the 4-H Capitol Experience program was expanded, thanks to a
partnership with Michigan Farm Bureau.
“We are very excited to partner with 4-H to host the Capitol
Experience Program,” said Carl Bednarski, Michigan Farm Bureau
president. “Michigan Farm Bureau has had a long tradition of
hosting a government education program for youth, with goals
similar to those of Capitol Experience. It’s only natural that we
joined forces to host the Capitol Experience program. We are
looking forward to the 2016 program to further enhance MFB’s
partnership with 4-H and to provide a fun, educational program
for the next generation of leaders in our state.”
4-H Capitol Experience 2015 took place March 22-25 in
Lansing. In addition to Michigan Farm Bureau’s event sponsorship,
many local Farm Bureau offices provided additional scholarship
funds for youth to attend.
“This partnership is the result of a Michigan Farm Bureau task
force on one of MFB’s long-standing programs, Young People’s
Citizenship Seminar,” said Makena Schultz, MSU Extension
leadership and civic engagement educator. “Because Michigan
4-H coordinates 4-H Capitol Experience, which has similar goals
and outcomes, the task force recommended and the MFB Board
of Directors approved moving forward with a partnership between
MFB and 4-H in 2015 to host the Capitol Experience program.”
The program is open to all high school students in Michigan
ages 14 years and older.
Every participant works with a group focusing on a particular issue.
Topics range from agriculture and environment to police and human
services. These issue groups are based on current state legislative
committees. Collaboratively, issue group individuals write a bill to
address a relevant current issue. Groups then interact with legislators,
state agency staff members, lobbyists and other resource people to
learn how policy is made and get feedback on their mock bills.
“This year we had a total of 116 participants, up from
approximately 70 in 2014. This is the first year we maxed out
our facility’s capacity and had a waitlist for participants. We had
representatives from 34 counties, also an all-time high,” Schultz said.
Lauren King, a St. Joseph County 4-H’er, was a participant
and also served on the steering committee for the conference.
“This year was my second year attending Capitol Experience. I
first came as a participant and then applied to be on the steering
committee,” King said. “As a steering committee member, I was
Michigan 4-H Foundation, VANTAGE, Summer 2015, Volume 36, No. 1

The 116 4-H Capitol Experience delegates in front of the Michigan
Capitol. The conference, presented in partnership with Michigan Farm
Bureau, was held March 22-25.

in charge of leading an issue group during Capitol Experience.
Each group has a different theme that they base their bills
around, and mine was military and veterans. I also met with the
facilitators and other steering committee youth a couple times
before the event to discuss and set up our schedule. I also was
blessed with the chance to speak as the main facilitator at our
legislative breakfast. The breakfast is a chance for 4-H members
to meet their representatives and senators and talk with them. It
is usually attended by several high ranking individuals. This year,
the lieutenant governor and the president of MSU attended.”
King said that Capitol Experience is the best way for young
people to learn about our governing body and discover how they
can make a difference in the world around them.
“My biggest takeaway from Capitol Experience this year was
seeing how truly effective young people can be in influencing our
government,” he said. “Each community group develops a bill
that is presented to our mock congress during Capitol Experience.
While developing the bill in my issue group, we came in contact
with a representative to ask for some insight. Once he heard about
our ideas for a bill, he not only gave suggestions but also asked for
a copy of our bill so that he could look at possibly presenting it in
Michigan’s real legislative body. Seeing that really amazed me!”
King is president of the Burr Oak 4-H Club, and a member of
the Burr Oak Bucketsful Goat Club, and the Sauwauseebee Horse
Club. He will be a senior this fall and hopes to attend Michigan
State University with a dual major in agricultural economics and
agricultural business.
“Simply put, if you have an interest in politics, debate, or just
meeting new people, you will enjoy this conference!” King said.
In his ninth year as a 4-H member, King says that his favorite part
of 4-H overall is attending and working at leadership events and
conferences. Besides Capitol Experience, he has attended Citizenship
Washington Focus, 4-H Exploration Days, 4-H Youth Leadership and
Global Citizenship Spectacular, and the Global Youth Institute.
www.mi4hfdtn.org/vantage
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outstanding 4-H Volunteers
receive Michigan Farm Bureau
4-H Excellence in Ag Awards

T

rudy Herzog, of Paris, Erika Humm, Breckenridge, and Nell
Ward, Dowagiac, each received a 2014 Michigan Farm
Bureau (MFB) 4-H Excellence in Agriculture Award Dec.

3 at MFB’s 95th State Annual Meeting in Grand Rapids.
The MFB 4-H Excellence in Agriculture Award, funded by the
MFB 4-H Excellence in Agriculture Endowment Fund, recognizes
outstanding achievements of Michigan 4-H volunteers or
groups that have exhibited excellence in 4-H youth education
and leadership development in the areas of 4-H beef cattle;
dairy cattle; goats; horses; horticulture, crops and soils; poultry;
rabbits; sheep; swine; and veterinary science. Honorees each
designate a $1,000 grant to a 4-H agricultural program of their
choice for volunteer training, supplies or curricula to enhance
4-H programming locally and statewide.
Trudy Herzog, Mecosta County

Herzog is the leader of Mecosta County’s Pine Grove 4-H
Club and serves as the treasurer of the county's 4-H council. She
helped found and chairs the only roping and obstacle course
club in Michigan. Herzog is also active with the county's Junior
Livestock Association and Proud Equestrian Program and helps
educate youth in other area 4-H clubs. Focused on youth service
and leadership development, Herzog encourages her 4-H’ers
to volunteer in the community and attend state and national
conferences.
"Trudy is an outstanding volunteer who truly deserves to be
recognized for her selfless volunteerism," said Amy Miller, Mecosta
County 4-H program coordinator. "Her gregariousness, hard work
and altruism have astounded me day after day. I am incredibly
humbled to work by her side."
Erika Humm, Gratiot County

Humm serves as the leader of Gratiot County's oldest and
largest 4-H club, Beebe Beef. She is also a representative on the
Gratiot County 4-H Leaders’ Council, serving on the fundraising
committee and involved in the teen exchange program, the

Know an outstanding
4-H ag volunteer?
Nominate them for the MFB 4-H Excellence in
Agriculture Award. Honorees designate a $1,000
grant to the 4-H agricultural program of their choice.
NOMINATIONS ARE DUE Aug. 1, 2015.
Visit www.mi4hfdtn.org/grants.html.
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Erika Humm and Trudy Herzog (center above) were presented 2014
Michigan Farm Bureau (MFB) 4-H Excellence in Agriculture Awards
Dec. 3 by Cheryl Howell, Michigan 4-H Foundation executive director
(left) and Wayne Wood, Michigan Farm Bureau outgoing president
(right). Not pictured is honoree Nell Ward.

archery club and the new robotics club. Focused on "learning
by doing," Humm hosts educational events for members of her
own and neighboring 4-H clubs. Members get hands-on training
in various areas of agriculture and learn about the numerous
opportunities available to them in 4-H programs. She's also a
strong advocate for leadership development, sending youth to
workshops and conferences across the state and nation.
"Erika is the type of volunteer any county program would be lucky to
have," said Matt Newman, Gratiot County 4-H program coordinator.
"She recognizes the profound impact that 4-H has in the lives of youth
in the program, and also the entire community we serve."
Nell Ward, Cass County

A Cass County 4-H volunteer, Ward manages the baby
animal barn at the Cass County Fair and leads the Friendly Folks
4-H Club. She is known for her kind spirit and dedication to
agricultural education. She coordinates a traveling petting zoo and
is particularly skilled at working with youth who feel they don't fit
in with other groups. Leading by example, Ward has been known
to donate project animals for youth to show at the fair and takes
on many roles as a mentor, educator and friend. Recognized in
1984 as an outstanding 4-H leader, Ward has dedicated more
than 40 years to the Cass County Fair's baby animal barn and
was named the fair's grand marshal in 2006.
"Nell has selflessly sacrificed much of her life to make a difference
in the lives of youth in Cass County," said Stephanie Timm, Cass
County 4-H program coordinator. "She has a heart of gold and
encourages her members to excel well beyond the county level."
View the award video shown at the MFB awards ceremony at
https://youtu.be/2oqUNmapmvA. For more information on the MFB
4-H Excellence in Agriculture Award and to download a nomination
form, visit www.mi4hdtn.org/grants or call (517) 353-6692.
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2014-15 4-h MINI-GRANTS
AWARDED TO LOCAL 4-H PROJECTS

T

he Michigan 4-H Foundation Board of Trustees annually
approves the distribution of competitive grant funds to
encourage development of innovative 4-H program
opportunities in local communities. For the 2014-15 program
year, 4-H mini-grants were awarded in four grant categories.
The Michigan 4-H Legacy Grants, funded by the Michigan
4-H Legacy Fund endowment, encourage creativity and support
the implementation of great ideas that promote positive youth
development in communities. The MSU Extension District 4
4-H Healthy Living Club Project received a $1,000 grant to
develop a toolkit of healthy living recipes, resources, activities
and age-appropriate nutrition nuggets for 4-H leaders to
include in 4-H club meetings. The Kalamazoo County Outdoor
Adventure Challenge Program also received a grant. This urban
4-H initiative builds leadership, communication, parliamentary
procedure and goal-setting skills through outdoor education.
Two On-Target County Grants were funded by the Thomas H.
Cobb Shooting Sports Fund to help enhance county 4-H shooting
sports programs. Washtenaw County 4-H Shooting Sports created
“Try It” kits for clubs to use to promote and safely demonstrate archery.
Shiawassee County received a grant for its 4-H Air Rifle League.

Hillsdale County 4-H and the MSU Extension Academic Success
Workgroup received a $1,000 4-H Educational Garden Grant to create
an educational video on planting and implementing a rain garden.
Pictured above are the Hillsdale County 4-H’ers who participated in
the 4-H Rain Garden Project.
The Academic Success Workgroup and Hillsdale County 4-H

received a $1,000 grant to create an educational video on planting
and implementing a rain garden. The 4-H Educational Garden
Grant is made possible by the Albert A. Albright Endowment for 4-H
Plant Science and Gardening Education. View the video online at
https://youtu.be/NgMgHIWC-fE.

Gala honors 4-H partners, alumni & volunteers

The 4-H Town & Country Gala Oct. 3 honored recipients of the 4-H Emerald Awards, which recognize
outstanding 4-H partners, alumni and volunteers. Pictured are (L to R): Marci Charest, Pamala Babbitt, Betsy
Knox, Matthew Shane, Karen Waite, Sen. Judy Emmons, Harmony Nowlin, former Lt. Gov. Dick Posthumus (2002
4-H Emerald Clover Society inductee), Kelly Boles Chapman, Jamie Clover Adams, Addy Battel (representing
her grandmother Doris Stuever), Susan Safford Traubenkraut, Sen. Joe Hune, Susan Chambers (representing
the Michigan Division of the Woman’s National Farm & Garden Association) and Ray Kuehnlein.
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In the news
Tate honored in National
4-H Hall of Fame
Former Michigan state 4-H
leader Michael J. Tate was
inducted into the National 4-H
Hall of Fame Oct. 10. Tate
served as Michigan’s state 4-H
director and assistant director
for MSU Extension from 1983 to
1993 before becoming professor
of human development and
associate dean and director
for Washington State University
Extension. For more information,
visit http://nae4ha.com/hof.
Bottomley receives MSU
Distinguished Academic
Staff Award
L i s a B o t t o m l e y, M S U
Extension educator for the
Children and Youth Institute,
received the MSU Distinguished
Academic Staff Award Feb. 10.
Bottomley provides leadership
and guidance to Michigan 4-H
youth mentoring efforts in resource

and curriculum development,
professional development and
grant management.
Thelen receives National
Distinguished Service
Award & MSU CANR
Honorary Alumnus Award
Nancy Thelen was named
an honorary alumna of the MSU
College of Agriculture & Natural
Resources and received the
National Distinguished Service
Award. Thelen is a recently
retired MSU Extension educator
for agriculture literacy, who was
honored for her leadership and
management of the Breakfast on
the Farm (BOTF) program. She
also received state and national
individual and team awards
from the Michigan Council of
Extension Associations, Epsilon
Sigma Phi and the Michigan
Association of Extension 4-H
Youth Staff.

The Corporate Clover Club is an annual
giving program recognizing corporate and
business gifts over $1,000. From July 1, 2014
to June 30, 2015 gifts were received from:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Agro Culture Liquid Fertilizer
American Dairy Association of Michigan
Andersons, Inc.
Chemical Financial Corporation
Cloverland Electric Co-operative
CME Group
Consumers Energy Foundation
Cooperative Elevator Company
Corn Marketing Program of Michigan
Dow Chemical Company Foundation
Family Farm & Home, Inc.
Great Lakes Packing Company
GreenStone Farm Credit Services
Homeworks Tri-County Electric Cooperative
Jackson National Life Insurance Co.
JBS
Knappen Milling Company
Lake Osceola State Bank
McCartney & Company, P.C.
Mendon Seed Growers Corporation
Michigan Agricultural Commodities, Inc.
of Marlette
Michigan Farm Bureau
Michigan Horse Council
Michigan Milk Producers Association
Michigan Pork Producers Association
MSU Federal Credit Union
Monsanto
Soo Co-op Credit Union
Sturgis Bank & Trust Co.
Tractor Supply Co.
Zingerman’s Service Network

