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Michigan 4-H Foundation receives $3.85 Million Gift

T

his year, the Michigan 4-H Foundation received the single
largest gift ever received for support of 4-H in its 62-year
history.
The $3.85 million estate gift comprised a $1.85 million cash
and a $2 million property distribution from the Mary (Sally) and
Donovan (Pete) Smith trusts to the foundation.
The $1.85 million cash gift primarily provides support for
the Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens, including growing the
endowment for the gardens, providing expendable support that
will complete design of the Smith Gardens, and supporting the
installation of bathroom facilities and other infrastructure updates
within the 4-H Children’s Gardens. The gift will also provide
general operating support for the gardens.
The $2 million property gift – which consists of mineral rights
– is currently being held by the Michigan 4-H Foundation.
“A gift of this size really changes the complexion of the Michigan
4-H Foundation by growing net assets to $11 million,” said
Claudia Scioly, Michigan 4-H Foundation president. “It changes
the complexion of what we can do in surpassing the nationally
recognized excellence of the 4-H Children’s Gardens, and it
opens doors for support of Michigan 4-H Youth Development
programs as well.”
This gift was designated by the surviving trustee, Margaret
Marshall Murdoch, for the Donovan and Mary Smith charitable
remainder trusts.
In 2007, Murdoch funded the creation of the Pete and Sally
Smith Schoolyard Demonstration Garden in the Michigan 4-H
Children’s Gardens in memory of her sister, Mary Marshall Smith,
and brother-in-law Donovan Smith. With that gift came the
promise that the Michigan 4-H Foundation and the Michigan 4-H
Children’s Gardens would be supported by charitable remainder
trusts created by the Smiths as well. The Smiths and Murdoch were
all graduates of Michigan State University.
“We are very excited about the opportunities this remarkable gift
will provide for greater direct student and teacher involvement and
for advancing to the next level all of the educational opportunities
that happen at the Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens,” said Norm
Lownds, Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens curator.
The Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens were built in 1993
on the campus of Michigan State University as part of the MSU
Horticultural Demonstration Gardens. Today, the gardens include

Margaret Marshall Murdoch funded the creation of the Pete and
Sally Smith Schoolyard Demonstration Garden in the Michigan 4-H
Children’s Gardens in memory of her sister, Mary Marshall Smith
and brother-in-law, Donovan Smith.

the original 4-H Children’s Garden, the Indoor 4-H Children’s
Garden, the Curiosity Classroom, and the Pete and Sally Smith
Schoolyard Demonstration Gardens.
The Michigan 4-H Foundation raised initial gifts and grants
to create the Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens and contributes
ongoing annual support for the development, maintenance,
educational outreach and operation of the gardens.

calendar of events
Oct. 3 – Michigan 4-H Foundation Annual Meeting
and 4-H Town & Country Gala for Michigan’s Youth.
RSVP by Sept. 19. See details pages 2-3.
Oct. 5-11 – National 4-H Week.
Oct. 8-19 – 4-H Paper Clover Promotion. Visit your
local Tractor Supply Company Store to purchase a paper
clover to benefit your county 4-H program. For details visit,
www.tsc.com/4h.
Oct. 31 – The outdoor Michigan 4-H Children’s
Gardens close for the season. The outdoor gardens will
reopen April 1, 2015. The indoor garden is open year round.
Dec. 31 – Gift deadline for 2014 income tax credit.

4-H foundation

new TRUSTEES JOIN michigan 4-H FOUNDATION BOARD

M

ichigan 4-H Foundation trustees are volunteers who manage foundation policies and operations, and are community
advocates for ongoing and increasing support for 4-H. They are also charged with overseeing the activities of foundation
staff members and working on committees to facilitate foundation operations. New trustees are:

Robert J. Johnson, of St. Johns, was
elected to a two-year term as a Michigan
4-H Foundation trustee this summer. Johnson
is an Isabella County 4-H alumnus and
currently serves as internal audit manager for
the Michigan State University (MSU) Federal
Robert J. Johnson
Credit Union. He began his career as a staff
accountant at Andrews Hooper Pavlik PLC in Okemos, joining
the MSU Federal Credit Union in 2012 as a senior compliance
auditor. Johnson also serves on the Board of Governors for
the Lansing chapter of the Institute of Internal Auditors and is
a member of the Michigan Association and American Institute
of Certified Public Accountants. He has served on MSU Federal
Credit Union charity committees for support of Capital Area
United Way and Help A Willing Kid (HAWK), and is a community
volunteer for Special Olympics.

Michigan 4-H Foundation
62nd Annual Membership Meeting
Fri., Oct. 3, 2014 from 1:30 – 3 p.m.
Courtyard by Marriott Downtown
11 Monroe Ave. NW, Grand Rapids, Mich. 49503

Margaret A . Bethel, of Belmont,
became a trustee with her appointment as
interim MSU Extension director in July 2014.
Bethel previously served as MSU Extension
director and also as a foundation trustee
from 2001 to 2005. She has served MSU
Margaret A. Bethel
Extension as a county educator in Wexford
and Osceola counties, as the Osceola County Extension director,
and as a regional supervisor and regional director for Extension
and Outreach, overseeing a 14-county region. She also served
as chairperson of the Reed City Tourism Council and the Osceola
Interagency Council. She was president and secretary for the
Osceola Business and Professional Women’s Club and a member
of the Reed City Area Chamber of Commerce. She is an active
Master Gardener and a Tuscola County 4-H alumna. Her husband
is a Kent County 4-H volunteer, and their son is a 4-H alumnus.

New east entrance installed
in 4-H Children’s Gardens

Agenda items:
• Trustee elections.
• Audited financial statement report.
• 2014 president’s report.
• 2013-14 Clover Citation donor recognition
Foundation members are individuals or organizations that
donated $10 or more to the Michigan 4-H Foundation in the
past year. Members are encouraged to attend and vote on all
items at the meeting.
Please join us that evening for the:

Master of Ceremonies: Richard Posthumus
Former Michigan lieutenant governor, Kent County 4-H alumnus
5:30 p.m. Reception
6:30 p.m. Dinner & Program
Grand Rapids Downtown Market
RSVP by Sept. 19
2
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A new arbor was installed over the east entrance of the outdoor
Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden late this summer. The original
which was constructed in wood had to be replaced to maintain
safety for garden visitors. The new arbor is constructed in metal.
The east entrance will be completed with new landscaping by
garden staff members.

For details, see Gala story, p. 3
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4-H Awards

gala to celebrate investments & recognize 4-h emerald awardees

T

he Michigan 4-H Foundation is hosting the 4-H Town &
Country Gala for Michigan’s Youth Oct. 3 at the Downtown
Market in Grand Rapids, Mich.
The 4-H Town and Country Gala celebrates the initial
investments that will help 4-H engage more youth in relevant and
interesting ways today, grow and diversify our volunteer base, and
enhance program delivery to best serve the needs of Michigan’s
young people well into the future.
The gala will also honor 4-H Emerald Award recipients: the
Michigan 4-H Citation Award, 4-H Emerald Clover Society Class
of 2014 and the Michigan Farm Bureau (MFB) 4-H Excellence in
Agriculture Award. These awards are provided by Michigan 4-H
Youth Development with support from the Michigan 4-H Foundation.
Serving as master of ceremonies is Kent County 4-H alumnus
Richard Posthumus, former Michigan lieutenant governor
and 2002 4-H Emerald Clover Society inductee.
Guests are encouraged to visit Art Prize displays at their leisure
while visiting downtown Grand Rapids. Art Prize is an open,
independently organized international art competition. Visit www.
artprize.org for more information.
Gala tickets may be purchased by returning the response card in
the mail, by phone at (517) 353-6692 or online at www.mi4hfdtn.org/
events. The reservation deadline has been extended
to Sept. 19.
Michigan 4-H Citation Awards
Since its inception in 1946, the Michigan 4-H Citation Award,
the highest recognition presented by Michigan 4-H, has honored
and recognized individuals and organizations whose contributions
to and support of MSU Extension 4-H Youth Development
programs have significantly advanced the work of Michigan 4-H
on a multicounty, regional, statewide and/or national basis. The
contributions of honorees have served to expand the capacity of
Michigan 4-H to make positive impacts on the lives of Michigan’s
young people in significant and meaningful ways.
4-H Citation Award recipients are: Pamala R. Babbitt, of
Muskegon, and the Michigan Division, Woman’s National
Farm and Garden Association.
Michigan 4-H Emerald Clover Society
The Michigan 4-H Emerald Clover Society (ECS) honors Michigan
4-H alumni whose professional leadership and community service
reflect the ultimate outcome of 4-H membership – extraordinary
use of an individual’s head, heart, hands and health to make
communities, the country and the world better places in which to
live. ECS members receive a recognition award, an exclusive ECS
membership pin, and individual biographical recognition on the
society’s web-site and on the ECS wall at Kettunen Center.
Michigan 4-H Foundation, VANTAGE, Fall 2014, Volume 35, No. 1

ECS inductees are: Jamie Clover Adams, of Lansing;
Kelly Boles Chapman, Bellevue; Judy K. Emmons, Sheridan;
Joseph R. Hune, Fowlerville; Betsy McPherson Knox, East
Lansing; Harmony L. Nowlin, Alma; Matthew T. Shane,
Manchester; Douglas A. Sprik, Hamilton; Doris Stuever,
Lynn; Susan L. Safford Traubenkraut, Frankenmuth; and
Karen L. Waite, Mason.
ECS members are inducted every two years. The inaugural class
was inducted in 2002 in honor of the national 4-H centennial.
Nominations for the 2016 ECS class will be accepted
through Jan. 31, 2016. Honoree biographies and nomination
forms are available at www.mi4hfdtn.org/ecs.
MFB 4-H Excellence in Agriculture Awards
The Michigan Farm Bureau (MFB) 4-H Excellence in Agriculture
Award, funded by the MFB 4-H Excellence in Agriculture
Endowment Fund, recognizes outstanding achievements of
Michigan 4-H volunteers or groups that have exhibited excellence
in 4-H youth education and leadership development in the areas
of 4-H beef cattle; dairy cattle; goats; horses; horticulture, crops
and soils; poultry; rabbits; sheep; swine; and veterinary science.
Honorees designate a $1,000 grant to a 4-H agricultural program
of their choice. For more information on the MFB 4-H Excellence
in Agriculture Award, visit www.mi4hdtn.org/grants.
The 2013-14 recipients are Marci René Charest, of Lansing;
Patti Christmas, Eaton Rapids; and Ray Kuehnlein, Monroe.

Michigan 4-H Citation Awards

Pamala R. Babbitt, Muskegon County
Michigan Division, Woman’s National Farm
& Garden Association

4-H Emerald Clover Society
Class of 2014

Jamie Clover Adams, Ionia County 4-H’er
Kelly Boles Chapman, Barry County 4-H’er
Judy K. Emmons, Montcalm County 4-H’er
Joseph R. Hune, Livingston County 4-H’er
Betsy McPherson Knox, Kent County 4-H’er
Harmony L. Nowlin, Oakland & Livingston County 4-H’er
Matthew T. Shane, Kent County 4-H’er
Douglas A. Sprik, Allegan County 4-H’er
Doris Stuever, St. Clair County 4-H’er
Susan L. Safford Traubenkraut, Tuscola County 4-H’er
Karen L. Waite, Eaton County 4-H’er

Michigan Farm Bureau
4-H Excellence in Agriculture Awards
Marci René Charest, Ingham County 4-H volunteer
Patti Christmas, Ingham County 4-H volunteer
Ray Kuehnlein, Monroe County 4-H volunteer
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Wayne County 4-H youth
enhance leadership skills
and civic engagement

S

ince 2011, the Wayne County 4-H program has gained
18 new 4-H clubs with 394 members and 24 volunteer
leaders in metro Detroit with a grant from the New York
Life Foundation.
The New York Life Youth in Governance project
is a grant through National 4-H Council to develop a new
approach to engage urban youth in democracy, civic engagement
and community service through Youth in Governance and
Citizenship Washington Focus (CWF).
“The New York Life Youth in Governance project provides young
people with opportunities and teaches youth that their voice carries
weight which could lead to action,” said Jessica Cotton, 4-H
program coordinator in Wayne County. “The youth identify a burning
issue in their community and take action toward making a change.”
As part of the grant, delegates were selected for $1,200
scholarships to travel to Washington, D.C., to attend CWF, the
distinguished 4-H citizenship and leadership experience held at the
National 4-H Conference Center each summer.
One of the numerous activities for 4-H’ers at CWF was to
draft a step-by-step action plan that addressed an important
issue in their community. In 2013, the Wayne County 4-H
delegation chose homelessness in metro Detroit. Their idea was
to make hygiene kits with tube socks and basic toiletries such as
toothbrushes and toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant and combs
available for homeless members of the community. Because of
their involvement at CWF, the youth were able to bring their new

One of the first Youth In Governance clubs established, the Integrated
Intellectuals 4-H Club meets at the Detroit International Academy
for Young Women. Among a variety of service learning projects,
the club volunteered at Gleaners Community Food Bank in Detroit.
4
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Above is the 2013 Wayne County 4-H Citizenship Washington
Focus (CWF) delegation at the U.S. Capitol Building. Scholarships
for the conference were provided by the New York Life Youth in
Governance grant.

service skills back to Michigan to prepare their plan and witness
it coming to life.
Through the planning process, they used those skills to organize
the best way to distribute their hygiene kits; came up with the
necessary logistics including set-up, schedule and date; and created
fliers and posters. Their main goal: to give back to the community,
making the world a better place, and to prove that, although they
are young members of their community, they can support their
country and community by lending a hand to those in need.
“For many, CWF was their first time going out of the city limits,”
said Sharea Ayers, Integrated Intellectuals 4-H Club leader in
Wayne County. “That’s what New York Life did for my students.
It gave them the opportunity to get out and develop as leaders.”
The Integrated Intellectuals 4-H Club was one of the
first Youth in Governance clubs established. During the school
year, the club meets at the Detroit International Academy for
Young Girls and is therefore an all-girls club. In the summer, the
members meet at the 4-H Center in Detroit.
“My favorite part of 4-H is empowering 4-H’ers,” Ayers said. “We
do a lot of projects based on service. I like to see kids be empowered.”
One of the Integrated Intellectuals’ signature community service
projects is “Black Girls Rock,” part of a national initiative to empower
girls through the arts. Members host a Black Girls Rock event at
their school, which includes a talent show, fashion show and hair
education. The club has completed a variety of service projects in the
local community. Members have raised awareness for breast cancer
screenings, worked at soup kitchens, planted trees, and hosted a
health rally to promote healthy initiatives and healthy eating.
“Ms. Ayers has truly embraced the concept of creating a 4-H
club where youth can learn about leadership and community
service while having a great time,” Cotton said.
See Wayne County 4-H Youth in Governance, p. 5
Michigan 4-H Foundation, VANTAGE, Fall 2014, Volume 35, No. 1
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National 4-H partnerships
benefit michigan 4-h

N

ational 4-H Council continues to be a strong partner in
leveraging corporate grant projects to support local 4-H
programs. For the past three years, support from National
4-H Council partnerships has exceeded $200,000 annually.
Michigan 4-H is among 11 states participating in the
Commodity Carnival, an interactive fair experience, through
a partnership between 4-H and CME Group, the world’s
leading and most diverse derivatives marketplace. Last year, the
Commodity Carnival’s goal was to increase public understanding
of agricultural commodities and the role that futures markets play
in today’s world. This year the interactive learning activity Risk
Ranch highlights what it takes to bring a steer to market.
JC Penney provides resources for 4-H afterschool programs
through the JC Penney Round-up program. During the round-up
period, JC Penney customers have the option to round up their
purchases to the nearest whole dollar and donate the difference to
provide afterschool programs in their communities. A total of $28,859
was donated in 2013-14 from the JC Penney Round-up program to
support 4-H in Chippewa, Dickinson, Houghton, Macomb, Mecosta,
Montcalm, Shiawassee, St. Clair and Wexford counties.
Molina Healthcare and 4-H led the Teens Take on Health:
Solutions for a Healthy America study. The study consisted of a

Wayne County 4-H Youth in Governance
continued from p. 4

“Since established, this club has doubled in size, and this can
be attributed to great girls being led by a great leader.”
This past year, The Giving Hope 4-H Club was established at
Vista Maria’s Journey to Success Program in Dearborn Heights. The
club participates in officer and parliamentary procedure training and
has initiated several service projects throughout the community. The
club president, Jayleo Harvey, and vice president, Alondra Alvizo, were
among the five youth selected to represent Michigan at the National
Youth Summit on Healthy Living in Washington, D.C., Jan. 9-12.
“This was a very special opportunity for youth from around
the country to come and learn about resources related to healthy
living,” Cotton said. “But, more importantly, this opportunity
provided the teams attending a time to develop an action plan
to address health issues facing Michigan and its youth.
“Since returning from D.C., these awesome young people have
been more motivated than before as they have continued their
training locally to begin facilitating these initiatives. In addition
to this, they recently received notification that they have been
admitted to Michigan State University this year!”
Michigan 4-H Foundation, VANTAGE, Fall 2014, Volume 35, No. 1

social media survey, national video contest and town hall events.
Michigan 4-H hosted Teens Take on Health town hall meetings to
help define the nation’s most significant health issues and design
new solutions to address their top health concerns.
Through a partnership with Monsanto, Michigan 4-H is
among eight states participating in the 4-H Ag Innovators
Experience, an interactive agriscience challenge to help
prepare future ag leaders. Teen 4-H members Claire White
from Eaton County, D’Ontai Lewis, Wayne County, and
Suzanna Hull, Hillsdale County, attended the state leadership
team training at the National 4-H Youth Conference Center in
Chevy Chase, Md., in March. 4-H clubs participating in the Fish
Farm Challenge will engineer a food-distribution system that
evenly dispenses soy-based fish food for a tilapia fish farm. The
goal is to show the value of aquaculture for future farmers and
encourage new approaches for commercially farmed fish to gain
equal access to food. Groups sent in videos demonstrating their
ideas to local people throughout their community.
4-H Exploration Days was one of seven summer camps
nationwide supported by the Samsung Summer Science
Program. The program engages young people in science,
technology, engineering and math (STEM) to inspire future careers
through hands-on activities. Sixty Michigan 4-H youth were
selected as Samsung Scholars to document and share their science
experiences from 4-H Exploration Days using Galaxy Note tablets
donated by Samsung. The scholars also worked in county clusters
to pursue additional science learning and acted as ambassadors
to offer a science blast event in their communities for National
Youth Science Day. Hailey Baldwin, of Cheboygan County,
was one of 11 teens nationwide who won a technology prize
package – a Chromebook laptop computer, pocket camcorder
and Galaxy Note tablet – for submitting a winning video about
the sea lamprey invasive species.
Tractor Supply Company has partnered with 4-H since
2010 to sell 4-H paper clovers nationwide with the proceeds
donated back to 4-H. In the spring 2014 promotion, Michigan
raised $45,671, putting the state in fourth place in the nationwide
campaign. Michigan counties that raised the most in donations
were Genesee, Chippewa, Livingston, Van Buren and Macomb
counties. When combined with the fall 2013 totals, TSC Paper
Clover Promotions raised an all-time fiscal year high of $86,602
in 2013-14 to support Michigan 4-H. Show your support by
purchasing a paper clover at a TSC store near you during the fall
2014 Paper Clover Promotion Oct. 8-19.
Michigan 4-H’ers are exploring robotics, engineering and
other tech-based skills through the TechXcite: Discover
Engineering program, a national 4-H initiative with Duke
University.
www.mi4hfdtn.org/vantage
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Michigan Division, WNF&GA, commemorates centennial
with memorial gifts to surpass endowment goal

T

he Michigan Division of the Woman’s National
Farm and Garden Association (WNF&GA) has been
a strong partner and supporter of Michigan 4-H for the past
66 years of its100-year history.
The Michigan Division’s commitment to private support
for Michigan 4-H began 10 years before the Michigan 4-H
Foundation was founded. This long-term commitment to support
the International Four-H Youth Exchange (IFYE) led to the
WNF&GA being one of the founding donors for the Michigan
4-H Foundation and is the reason why, even today, the WNF&GA
maintains a position on the Michigan 4-H Foundation’s board of
trustees, currently held by board president Claudia J. Scioly.
Each year, the Michigan Division hosts the International Tea, a
benefit to support 4-H international programs. In addition to the
tea, donations come from individual branches of the association
and its foundation to support other 4-H programs annually.
In 2007, the Michigan Division continued its support by creating
a legacy – the Woman’s National Farm and Garden
Association, Michigan Division, Endowment for
perpetual support of 4-H programming.
This endowment provides ongoing annual support of all
of the programs that the WNF&GA has historically supported
through gifts to the Michigan 4-H Foundation: 4‑H international
programs, the 4-H Great Lakes and Natural Resources Camp,
the Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens, and 4-H volunteer training
and development (including support for Kettunen Center).

Recently, the Michigan Division made special gifts to this
endowment not only commemorating its national centennial
anniversary but also honoring special members of the association
– Marian B. Renaud and Miriam Kernan. With the addition of these
gifts, the Michigan Division surpassed its goal of $100,000 for
the WNF&GA, Michigan Division, Endowment.
Marian B. Renaud passed away Aug.
4, 2011. She was an active member of the
national, Michigan (Lansing branch) and
California divisions of the Woman’s National
Farm and Garden Association. She also was
instrumental in the establishment of the Lemon
Marian B. Renaud
Verbena Herb Society and also was a member
of Michigan Herb Associates. A strong supporter of the Michigan
4-H Children’s Gardens, Renaud was a theme sponsor of the
North American Indian Garden and also sponsored a number
of bricks in the outdoor garden.
Miriam Kernan, a member of the WNF&GA Birmingham
Branch, passed away in 1985. A gift from her husband’s estate
in her honor supported the Garden House at the Michigan 4-H
Children’s Garden. An additional gift in her memory established
a 4-H Children’s Garden Fund at the Michigan Farm and Garden
Foundation to provide scholarships based on need. Kernan
strongly believed in supporting the education of deserving young
people.

MEMORIAL AND TRIBUTE GIFTS
Memorial and tribute gifts are charitable contributions that support Michigan 4-H. Memorial gifts are made in memory and tribute gifts in honor of special
people. If you or your group would like to make a memorial or tribute gift, please complete this form and send it with your gift to the Michigan 4-H
Foundation. Gifts can also be made by calling the Michigan 4-H Foundation at (517) 353-6692 or online at www.mi4hfdtn.org.
Enclosed is a gift of $

. ❒ In loving memory of

❒ In tribute to

Send announcement of this gift to: Name
Address

City

State

ZIP

State

ZIP

Sent by: (Donor’s Name)
Address

City

County

Phone (

)

Email

4-H affiliation: ❒ 4-H alumnus, ❒ 4-H volunteer, ❒ 4-H member, ❒ 4-H friend, ❒ 4-H parent, ❒ 4-H staff member.
Payment by:
❒ Check (Make checks payable to Michigan 4-H Foundation.)
❒ Please charge my credit/debit card (check one): ❒ MasterCard
Name (as on card)
Exp. Date (mm/yy)

❒ Visa

❒ Discover

❒ American Express
Credit Card No.

Signature

Mail to: Michigan 4-H Foundation, 535 Chestnut Road, Room 240, East Lansing, MI 48824
Michigan 4-H Foundation, VANTAGE, Fall 2014, Volume 35, No. 1
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kettunen center

Consumers Energy Foundation
funds Kettunen Center
Waterfront Stewardship Project

T

he Consumers Energy Foundation funded a $50,000
grant to improve the Kettunen Center waterfront to enhance
outdoor recreation opportunities. The improvements were
made with acute attention paid to maintaining the lake’s ecosystems, building natural protections for the waterfront, and
encouraging environmentally safe and habitat-friendly usage.
Kettunen Center, Michigan’s 4-H training center and full-service
conference center owned and operated by the Michigan 4-H
Foundation, is located on the shores of Center Lake in Tustin, Mich.
Groups often use the waterfront area during their stay at the center
for swimming, kayaking, canoeing, fishing and other recreation.
The Kettunen Center waterfront stewardship and recreation
upgrades included expanding the sanded beach and designated
swimming areas, adding a needed docking area, and adding
recreational features including a horse-shoe pit and a bocce ball
court. Also included in the project are improvement of the outdoor
eating and food preparation spaces and a redesign and upgrade
of the fire pit area to make it more comfortable for guests and
encourage usage across seasons.
“Our promise is to care for the communities we serve, and that
includes protecting and promoting Michigan’s natural resources,” said
David Mengebier, president of the Consumers Energy Foundation.
“We are pleased we can promote outdoor recreational opportunities
with 4-H and Kettunen Center, continuing our collaboration that
began decades ago.”
Consumers Energy was a founding partner of the Michigan 4-H
Foundation and helped plan and build Kettunen Center in the 1960s.

The Consumer’s Energy Foundation was recognized at a dedication
ceremony Aug. 8 for its generous support of the Kettunen Center
Waterfront Stewardship Project. Pictured are (L to R): Carolyn
Bloodworth and Linda Sims, representing Consumers Energy
Foundation, and Cheryl Howell, Michigan 4-H Foundation executive
director.

In addition, Consumers Energy’s investments have supported Kettunen
Center’s geothermal heating and cooling system for long-term energy
efficiency, a guest suite in the Red Oak wing, 4-H volunteer training
at Kettunen Center and general 4-H programs.
“We are truly excited about the opportunities Consumers
Energy has made possible!” said Chris Gentry, Kettunen Center
director. “Consumers Energy’s support of Kettunen Center’s
waterfront renovation will greatly enhance educational,
recreational and fellowship opportunities for many thousands of
visitors and guests at the center throughout the seasons.”
The new Kettunen Center waterfront was dedicated Aug. 8 with
a ceremony recognizing the Consumer’s Energy Foundation for
its generous support of the project.

The Kettunen Center waterfront stewardship and recreation upgrades included expanding the sanded beach and designated swimming
areas, adding a needed docking area, and adding recreational features including a horse-shoe pit and a bocce ball court.
8
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Kettunen Center

GREENSTONE FARM CREDIT SERVICES
SPONSORS 4-H VOLUNTEER TRAINING
& RECONGITION

G

reenStone Farm Credit Services has approved
a $50,000 grant to the Michigan 4-H Foundation to
support 4-H volunteer recognition and training over
the next five years.
GreenStone Farm Credit Services has annually co-sponsored
the 4-H Award of the Clover since 1988, which provides 4-H pins
and certificates for tenured 4-H volunteer recognition.
“We are happy to announce our expanded partnership with the
Michigan 4-H Foundation,” said GreenStone President and CEO,
Dave Armstrong. “4-H plays a vital role in educating and helping
prepare the next generation of agricultural leaders for careers
throughout the industry, and we are happy to help support these
key programs.”
In addition, this grant will provide support for two 4-H volunteer
trainings – the Michigan 4-H Veterinary Science Adult and Teen
Volunteer Leader Workshop and the 4-H Beef, Sheep and Swine
Volunteer Leader Workshop, both held in February each year.
“We are so very pleased to welcome this increased partnership
with GreenStone Farm Credit Services that serves to advance 4-H
volunteer development programs which in turn increases the impact
that 4-H can have on Michigan’s young people,” said Cheryl
Howell, Michigan 4-H Foundation executive director.
Each year, a number of 4-H volunteer training workshops are
offered statewide, most of them at Kettunen Center, Michigan’s
4-H training center and full-service conference center owned
and operated by the Michigan 4-H Foundation. Donors, such as
GreenStone Farm Credit Services make it possible to offer 4-H
workshops to participants at nearly half of the actual cost.
At the 4-H Veterinary Science Workshop, the teen and adult
participants explore animal systems and learn about animal health
for a broad array of species. They are able to learn from one
another, share information and experiences, ask questions and
quiz veterinarians about career opportunities.
The Beef, Sheep and Swine Workshop, co-sponsored with
Michigan Pork Producers Association, include topics on
animal health, management, care and nutrition. The workshop also
offers ways to enhance communication and teaching skills, and to
learn about the many opportunities available for those interested
in the beef, sheep and swine industries.
“These 4-H workshops provide an educational opportunity
for both youth and adults to learn about livestock and veterinary
science. The hands-on sessions are taught on a variety of topics
to meet the needs of the attendees while allowing for application
of science and life skills. Without generous supporters like
Michigan 4-H Foundation, VANTAGE, Fall 2014, Volume 35, No. 1

GreenStone Farm Credit Services has approved a $50,000 grant to
the Michigan 4-H Foundation to support 4-H volunteer recognition
and training over the next five years. Pictured are members of the
4-H Veterinary Science Workshop planning committee accepting the
check (L to R): Dr. Daniel Grooms, professor, Michigan State University
College of Veterinary Medicine; Andrew Weaver, Midland County
4-H volunteer; and Izzy Shehab, Washtenaw County 4-H member.

GreenStone Farm Credit Services, these opportunities would
not be as widely available to youth and adults across Michigan,”
said Julie Thelen, MSU Extension educator in 4-H livestock and
veterinary science.

a special Thank you!
2013-14 4-H Workshop Sponsors

American Dairy Association of Michigan
AT&T of Michigan
Hal and Jean Glassen Memorial Foundation
GreenStone Farm Credit Services
Land O’Lakes Foundation
Michigan Milk Producers Association
Michigan Pork Producers Association
Tkachik Sisters Charitable Fund of the
Community Foundation of Southeast Michigan
Annual support for 4-H volunteer training is also provided
by individual donations and these Michigan 4-H Foundation
endowment funds:
James H. and Dorothy A. Anderson Fund
Jack and Betty Barnes Tribute Fund
Thelma and Leonard Burleigh Fund
William J. and Ruth D. Collins Fund
Donald J. and John H. Hawkins Memorial Fund
Henning Family Fund
Michigan 4-H Shooting Sports Fund
Sandra Clarkson Stuckman 4-H Endowment Fund
Turner-Ousterhout Memorial Fund
Westrate Family Fund
www.mi4hfdtn.org/vantage
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county 4-H

Montcalm County 4-H Youth Endowment
established in memory of Victor C. Beal
Donors are “Making the Match” for county 4-H programs

L

ois M. Beal has established the Montcalm County 4-H Endowment Fund
in memory of her late husband, Victor C. Beal.
“My husband was a county agricultural agent in Montcalm County and started
his career as a 4-H agent years ago,” Lois Beal said. “Even as a boy he was in 4-H.
He loved it!
“I know the extension service is not as strong as it once was and thought that this
fund may be helpful to the county. I’m sure my husband would appreciate it as well.”
Beal began his career with MSU Extension in 1936 as Montcalm County agricultural
agent. After 22 years in that role, he became the Montcalm County Extension director in
1958, and then served Montcalm, Ionia and Kent counties as district agricultural agent
from 1962 until he retired in 1964.
While this new endowment fund provides memorial recognition to Victor Beal it also
provides perpetual support for the Montcalm County 4-H program.
An endowment is a fund that is permanently restricted. The corpus of the fund is
invested and held intact, and the earnings from the fund are used for program support.
Professional managers oversee endowment funds, investing the money in stocks, bonds
and other instruments.
Annual earnings from the fund’s investment can provide annual support for current
4-H program delivery, including scholarships for 4-H youth out-of-county experiences and
participation fees, purchase of or development of new program and learning materials,
or any future areas of great need to advance the county 4-H program.
Because this gift funded a general 4-H county endowment fund, it will be matched
1:1 by the Make the Match county 4-H endowment match fund, thus doubling its impact
for 4-H. Additional donations are welcome to the Montcalm County 4-H Endowment
Fund and will qualify for match funds.
The Make the Match Campaign match fund is made possible by grants from the
Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation, the Rollin M. Gerstacker
Foundation, and individual leadership gifts from Gary and Eiko Seevers
and the Seevers Family Foundation, Donald and Rebecca Jost, Dale
and Sally Stuby, Noel and Sandra Clarkson Stuckman, Faye and Wayne
Adam, Larry and Julie Chapin, Thomas and Rhonda Coon, and Lowell
and Marilyn Rothert.
Additional counties currently participating in the Make the Match campaign to build
endowments are Chippewa, Clare, Eaton, Gratiot, Houghton/Keweenaw,
Kalkaska, Mason, Midland, Sanilac, St. Joseph and Washtenaw.
Kent, Osceola and Shiawassee counties have already met the maximum match.
For more information on how you can help Make the Match for your county 4-H
program, visit www.mi4hfdtn.org/countymatch or call the Michigan 4-H Foundation at
(517) 353-6692.
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Lois M. Beal established the Montcalm County
4-H Youth Endowment Fund in memory of her
late husband, Victor C. Beal, pictured above.

Make the match for Your county
• A county 4-H program will have
up to five years to raise a minimum
of $10,000 and a maximum of
$50,000 to be matched 1:1 to
build an endowment to support the
county 4-H program.
• Only support for general county
4-H endowment funds will be
matched. Scholarship endowments
or restricted project endowments
for counties will not qualify.
• Half of the total raised must be
contributed by or raised from
individual donors and/or county
4-H youth clubs to qualify for
matching funds.
• 4-H councils are urged to use their
support to encourage individual
donors.
For information on how you can help
Make the Match for your county 4-H
program, visit www.mi4hfdtn.org/
countymatch or contact the Michigan
4-H Foundation at (517) 353-6692.
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4-H Grants

monsanto fund provides
$25,000 in local 4-H grants
America’s Farmers Grow Communities program
funds local 4-H programs

M

ichigan 4-H has received a total of $25,000 from the
Monsanto Fund for the America’s Farmers
Grow Communities program.
Launched in 2010, the program allows farmers to enter to
win a $2,500 grant for a community nonprofit organization of
their choice, such as 4-H. This year, 10 Michigan farmers chose
to support 4-H in their local communities with $2,500 grants.
The grants must be used to improve local communities and
organizations in the county in which the winner resides or farms.
Including this year’s donation, America’s Farmers Grow
Communities, sponsored by the Monsanto Fund, has invested
more than $16 million in helping rural communities grow in
1,289 counties across 39 states.
One winner was selected in each eligible county. There are
37 eligible counties in Michigan and 1,289 counties nationwide.

Local 4-H projects receive
mini-grants from foundation

T

he Michigan 4-H Foundation Board of Trustees annually
approves the distribution of competitive grant funds to
encourage development of innovative 4-H program
opportunities in local communities. For the 2013-14 program
year, 4-H mini-grants were awarded in four grant categories.
The Michigan 4-H Legacy Grants, funded by the Michigan
4-H Legacy Fund endowment, encourage creativity and support
the implementation of great ideas that promote positive youth
development in communities. The Children and Youth Institute
Academic Success Work Group received a $1,000 grant to
create the Targeting 4-H Life Skills Interactive Educational Display,
a stand-alone activity to promote and educate about the life skills
learned through 4-H. Allegan County 4-H EV3 Design
Engineering Project also received a Legacy Grant to take its STEM
(science, technology, engineering, math) education to the next level.
Oakland County 4-H received a $1,000 grant for a garden
experiment for the Sun, Water & Seeds 4-H Club to determine if
plants grown in a hoop-house or outdoors yield better results. The 4-H
Educational Garden Grant is made possible by the Albert A.
Albright Endowment for 4-H Plant Science and Gardening Education.
Two On-Target County Grants were funded by Thomas
Cobb, former Michigan 4-H Foundation president, to help
enhance county 4-H shooting sports programs. The Kalkaska
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Barry County 4-H received one of ten $2,500 grants to Michigan
4-H programs from the Monsanto Fund’s America’s Farmers Grow
Communities program.

monsanto grant winners
• Barry County 4-H, designated by Brittany Benedict,
of Moo-Ville Creamery, Nashville, Mich.
• Branch County 4-H, designated by James Trattles,
Burr Oak, Mich.
• Cass County’s Legacy 4-H Club, designated by
Esther Leach, Cassopolis, Mich.
• Genesee County 4-H, designated by Terry Slieff,
Swartz Creek, Mich.
• Huron County’s Country Corners 4-H Club,
designated by Adam Maurer, Ruth, Mich.
• Jackson County 4-H, designated by Kent Fleming,
Jackson, Mich.
• Lapeer County 4-H, designated by Casey Hansen,
Imlay City, Mich.
• Midland County’s Geneva Livestock 4-H Club,
designated by Jerry Longstreth, Coleman, Mich.
• Sanilac County 4-H, designated by Randy Stone,
Deckerville, Mich.
• Van Buren County 4-H, designated by Curtis Gardner,
Van Buren, Mich.
County 4-H Archery Program used the grant to revitalize
its archery program and provide this learning experience in the
winter months. Kent County’s Top Shots 4-H Club created
an indoor air rifle pellet range to provide a safe winter shooting
environment in Kent County.
Two NorthStar Cooperative Dairy Science Grants
were funded by NorthStar Cooperative. Livingston County 4-H
used the one grant to create the George Robb Dairy Educational
Display to educate the public about milk and the dairy industry
through displays and hands-on activities, and to provide an area for
youth to display dairy foods projects, photos and recipes. Ingham
County 4-H funded a field trip to the Dairy Oaks Farm to teach
youth about dairy production in a fun and interactive setting.
www.mi4hfdtn.org/vantage
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In the news
Coon named VP, Dean &
Director for the Oklahoma
State University College
of Agriculture & Natural
Resources
Thomas G. Coon, MSU
Extension (MSUE) director
since 2005, was named vice
president, dean and director
for the College of Agriculture
and Natural Resources at
Oklahoma State University
effective July 7, 2014.
Before serving as MSUE
direc tor, Coon ser ved as
associate dean for graduate
and international programs
in the College of Agriculture
and Natural Resources and
as as sociate dep ar tment
chairman and acting chairman
in the MSU Department of
Fisheries and Wildlife.

In addition, Coon served as
a trustee of the Michigan 4-H
Foundation and the National
4-H Council. In 2013, he
received the national Gary L.
Davis award for his leadership
in 4-H.
MSU Extension celebrates
100 years of improving
Michigan residents’ lives
The Michigan Legislature
honored Michigan State
University Extension by passing
two resolutions celebrating
the 100th anniversary of the
Smith-Lever Act. The 1914
federal legislation established
Cooperative Extension, the
nationwide transformational
education system operating
through land-grant universities
in partnership with federal,
state and local governments.

The Corporate Clover Club is an annual
giving program recognizing corporate and
business gifts over $1,000. From July 1, 2013
to June 30, 2014 gifts were received from:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

American Dairy Association of Michigan
Cary Pioneer Farms, Inc.
Chemical Financial Corporation
CME
Consumers Energy Foundation
Crumbaugh Legacy, Inc.
Darden Restaurants, Inc.
Garr Tool Company
General Mills Foundation/Yoplait
GreenStone Farm Credit Services
Jackson National Life Insurance Co.
JBS
Knappen Milling Company
Land O’Lakes Foundation
McCartney & Company, P.C.
Michigan Agricultural Commodities,
Inc. of Breckenridge & Middleton
• Michigan Farm Bureau
• Michigan Horse Council
• Michigan Milk Producers Association
• Michigan Pork Producers Association
• Misenhelder Welding, Inc.
• Molina Healthcare
• Monsanto
• New York Life Foundation
• Precision Edge
• Samsung
• Tractor Supply Co.
• Vita Plus Corporation

