
Recognizing the role that nutrition 
plays in the lives of all, one Michigan 
4-H member in Eaton County took 

responsibility to educate youth in two 
Michigan communities, sharing a message 
of nutrition and hands-on learning in 
areas that had few healthy-living-focused 
programs for youth.

Dalton Humphrey, a junior at Olivet 
High School, received a $5,000 mini-grant 
as part of a Wal-Mart Foundation 
Youth Voice: Youth Choice Grant 
from the National 4-H Council.

The grants had to be led by youth and 
develop or enhance a program focusing on 
healthy living—specifically, with an impact 
on young people and the communities 
they live in.

Similar mini-grants were also awarded to 
youth-led projects in Alpena, Cheboygan, 
Kalamazoo, Midland, Saginaw and 
Shiawassee counties.

 Humphrey, under the encouragement 
of Michigan State University Extension 
educator Becky Henne, applied for the 
grant and used the award to educate 
children in Eaton County through both 

a traditional classroom approach and a 
hands-on style that directly engaged the 
students with the subject matter his lessons 
focused on.  

“In Eaton Rapids, I and a few others 
went into seven classrooms and installed 
small grow labs – the students grew 
vegetables such as corn, pumpkins, lettuce 
and radishes,” Humphrey explained. 
“We taught them about the food groups, 
nutrition and MyPlate. Once the seedlings 
were big enough, we built five raised-bed 
gardens outside of their classrooms and 
transplanted the seedlings so they could 
continue to watch them grow.”  

The youth in these classrooms ranged 
from kindergarten to third grade and 
gained firsthand knowledge of how food 
is grown, how it works as part of a food 
system and how it should be used in their 
daily diets as the best means of meeting 
daily nutritional needs. 

Humphrey used the grant to serve youth 
in the Olivet school system as well.

 “With that grant, he was able to 
purchase five hydroponic tower units to 
grow five herb varieties for the Olivet food 

service program,” 
Henne explained. 
“He’s  growing, 
harves t ing  and 
d e l i v e r i n g  t h e 
herbs to the food 
service director. The 
hydroponic herbs 
are more nutritious 
than conventionally 
grown herbs, so it’s a 

boost to the youths’ health because Olivet 
can offer a more nutritious product to the 
students who eat in the cafeteria.” 

The food service will pay for the herbs, 
allowing the agriscience program to 
purchase the supplies needed to continue 
the project. The towers are managed by 
Humphrey and his botany teacher, Doug 
Pennington, but are maintained by the 
botany class at Olivet High School.

“The botany class takes care of the 
plants and the greenhouse in general. For 
the hydroponic towers specifically, I have 
a few students monitoring the pH and the 
electroconductivity; as they monitor that, 
they’re learning how to add acid to bring 
the pH down or add water to bring it back 
up,” Pennington said. “We go into the ’why’ 
– the actual science – in the classroom. I 
think it’s cool that this opportunity allows 
them to experience the ’how’ and do more 
than just learn about it.” 
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Eaton County 4-H’er enhances community’s food system
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Eaton County 4-H’er Dalton Humphrey (photo right) was awarded 
a $5,000 Wal-Mart Foundation Youth Voice, Youth Choice Grant 
from the National 4-H Council to teach youth in Eaton County 
about nutrition and healthy-living with hands-on learning and 
hydroponics.

See 4-H Revolution of Responsibility, page 2

The 4-H Revolution of Responsibility 
is a movement for positive change. 
4-H youth are creating a cutlture-
changing revolution for doing 
the right thing, breaking down 
obstacles, and leading Michigan 
forward by making a measurable 
difference in their communities. 

To learm more about the 4-H 
Revolution of Responsibility and 
Michigan 4-H stories, including 
videos, visit www.4h.msue.msu.edu.
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To learn more about giving to 4-H or to donate now, 
go to www.mi4hfdtn.org or call (517) 353-6692.

YOUR IMPACT

March 15-April 30 – “Butterfl ies in the Garden” 
exhibit at the Indoor 4-H Children’s Garden. Public hours 
are Mon.-Fri. 2-4 p.m. and 10 a.m.-4 p.m. on weekends.
April 1 – The outdoor Michigan 4-H Children’s 
Gardens open. The gardens are open from dawn to dusk.
April 20 – Let’s Get Moving: It’s the Spring Family 
Fun Day from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Kettunen Center. 
Experience Kettunen Center’s team-building low-ropes 
outdoor course with your family, learn to use GPS, try 
the new orienteering course and much more. Visit www.
kettunencenter.org or call (231) 829-3421 for details.
May 8-19 – 4-H Paper Clover Promotion. Visit your 
local Tractor Supply Company store to purchase a $1 or 
$5 clover to benefit your local 4-H program.
May 15 – Deadline to order an inscribed brick.
Aug. 1 – Garden Gala celebrating the Michigan 4-H 
Children’s Gardens 20th anniversary at Michigan State 
University. See details on page 7.
Aug. 5 – 4-H International Tea at the Michigan 4-H 
Children’s Gardens hosted by the Woman’s National 
Farm & Garden Association, Michigan Division. Call the 
Michigan 4-H Foundation at (517) 353-6692 for details.
Aug. 10 – Third Annual Green 5K Trail Run/Walk 
at Kettunen Center. Visit www.kettunencenter.org or call 
(231) 829-3421 for details. 
Oct. 4 – Michigan 4-H Foundation Annual 
Membership Meeting at Michigan State University.

calendar of events

In using the grant to create a sustainable project, Humphrey 
worked to directly meet the nutritional needs of the youth in those 
Michigan communities. These students have the opportunity 
to move beyond learning about good nutrition to actually 
experiencing good nutrition. 

“The students at the school have that opportunity to taste that 
fresh herb that’s grown right here on site,” Henne concluded. 
“Humphrey has done a tremendous amount with the $5,000 that 
he was awarded; I really applaud him for his efforts."

Humphrey is just one example of how 4-H’ers are making a 
real impact in their communities through the 4-H Revolution of 
Responsibility – a movement for positive change – in every community 
in the nation. For more Michigan 4-H Revolution of Responsibility 
stories, including videos, visit www.4h.msue.msu.edu.

Adapted with permission from 4-H Today, Michigan 4-H Youth 
Development.

4-H Revolution of Responsibility
Continued from cover

4-H needs you!

For over 60 years, Michigan 4-H has benefitted from private 
support from individuals and organizations, like you, 
through the Michigan 4-H Foundation. 

Private support to the Michigan 4-H Foundation helps support 
4-H volunteer training, county and state 4-H volunteer recognition, 
development of new curriculum and learning materials, state 4-H awards 
and recognition, college scholarships for 4-H members, 4-H participation fee 
scholarships, 4-H international travel scholarships, recognition of outstanding Michigan 
4-H alumni and various 4-H mini-grant opportunities. Gifts also support development 
and maintenance of both Kettunen Center and the Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens.
Ways you can help today:
• Make a donation to the 4-H program of your choice!
• Make a gift in memory or in tribute to a special person, group or occasion.
• Sponsor a brick at Kettunen Center or the Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens.
• Sponsor a state 4-H award.
• Sponsor a 4-H volunteer training workshop.
• Establish a 4-H endowed fund for long-term, perpetual support.
• Consider a gift to 4-H in your will through the Michigan 4-H Foundation.

176,200 | 4-H youth
20,324 | volunteers
70 | staff FTEs

$608,158 | granted to 4-H
1,060 | donors

Michigan 4-H BY THE NUMBERS
2011-12
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Three youth members recently joined three new adult members 
on the Michigan 4-H Foundation Board of Trustees.

Hannah A.C. Haynes was elected in July; Joseph Thomas 
Worth Buis and Katelyn Walters were elected in January.

Three positions on the board have been reserved for trustees 
between the ages of 16 and 22. Michigan 4-H Foundation trustees 
are volunteers who serve as community advocates for 4-H and 
lead and manage the operation of the Michigan 4-H Foundation. 
These trustees, all 4-H members, provide a youth voice to the 
board and help it to keep to the 4-H mission.

Joseph T.W. Buis, of South Lyon, is 
a member of Washtenaw County’s Triple 
L Livestock 4-H Club and a South Lyon 
East High School graduate. He served as 
both president and vice president of his 
4-H club and was a two-term member of 
the Washtenaw County 4-H Advisory Council. 
He is also an Eagle Scout with Troop 270 in Livonia. He is currently 
working for Zingermann’s Road House in Ann Arbor.

Hannah A.C. Haynes, Southfield, 
has been a member of Oakland County’s 
Kings Kids 4-H Club since 2002 and is a 
sophomore at Christian Victory Homeschool. 
She serves as secretary for the local youth 
advisory committee, is a teen representative 
of the Southfield Goodfellows, and is a member 
of the Do Something Club and the Southfield Junior Library Board. 
Additionally, she is active in her church youth chorale, liturgical dance, 
mime troupe, youth usher board and is a child care youth steward.

Katelyn C. Walters, Burr Oak, is an 
eight-year 4-H member of the Barnyard 
Buddies, Straight Shooters, and Fawn River 
Clovers 4-H clubs in St. Joseph County. She 
is currently a junior at Colon High School and 
also a student at the Branch County Career 
Technical Education Center. In addition to her 
4-H involvement, Walters is a member of FFA, the National Honor 
Society, Student Council and Students Against Drunk Driving. She 
was a 2012 4-H Capitol Experience delegate, and she represented 
Michigan at both the National 4-H and the National FFA meat judging 
and evaluation contests.

Also elected is John D. Hatfield, Midland, 
who since 2007 has served as first vice president 
and director of marketing for Chemical 
Financial Corporation. He was previously 
director of marketing for Blue Canyon Partners 
Inc. and marketing manager at Watson Wyatt 

Worldwide. He holds a bachelor’s degree from Kenyon College in 
Gambier, Ohio and a master’s degree from Northwestern University.

Harmony L. Nowlin, Ellwell, is the 
community services area manager lead for 
Consumers Energy Company. She began 
her career at Consumers Energy in 2002 
after serving as vice president for sales and 
marketing for the Bank of Alma/FirstBank 
Corporation. Nowlin is both a 4-H alumnus 
and a 15-year Gratiot County 4-H leader. She also coached the 
Alma Equestrian Team for eight years. She currently serves as a 
board member of the Gratiot Area Chamber of Commerce, the 
Greater Gratiot Development Corporation, the Middle Michigan 
Economic Development Corporation and the Mecosta Economic 
Development Corporation, and is an Alma/St. Louis Rotarian.

Fred Poston became a permanent 
Michigan 4-H Foundation trustee as the 
newly appointed dean of the MSU College 
of Agriculture and Natural Resources (CANR) 
effective Jan. 1. Poston served as the MSU vice 
president for finance and operations since 1999. 
He previously served as CANR dean and Michigan 
4-H Foundation trustee from 1991–98. Before coming to MSU, Poston 
was director of the Washington State University Cooperative Extension 
Service and associate dean of agriculture and home economics. 

Harmony Nowlin

4-H’ers provide Youth voice to board

Katelyn Walters

Joseph Buis

Hannah Haynes

Fred Poston

Claudia J. Scioly, of Ann Arbor, 
was elected president of the Michigan 
4-H Foundation at the fall board meeting 
Oct. 5.

Scioly has been a Michigan 4-H 
Foundation trustee since 2006 representing 
the Woman’s National Farm and Garden 
Association (WNF&GA), Michigan Division. The WNF&GA has 
been a strong 4-H partner since the incorporation of the Michigan 
4-H Foundation in 1952. Before retiring, Scioly served as executive 
director of client development for Johnson and Johnson Health 
Care Systems, Inc.

These trustees were also elected: as vice president, Sheila 
M. Burkhardt, Novi, Michigan Milk Producers Association 
member relations and public affairs director; as treasurer, 
Ronald H. Schoen, Okemos; and as secretary, Julie 
A. Chapin, Portland, state 4-H leader and MSU Extension 
Children and Youth Institute director. The immediate past 
president is Smallwood Holoman, Jr. of Midland.

Claudia J. Scioly

Officer Elections

board news

John Hatfi eld

3www.mi4hfdtn.org/vantage
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Each year approximately 19 4-H 
volunteer training workshops are 
offered, most of them at Kettunen 

Center, Michigan’s 4-H volunteer training 
center in Tustin, Mich. These workshops 
provide 4-H volunteers with a professionally 
conducted training experience guided by 
experts from Michigan State University 
Extension and many other organizations.

Gratiot County 4-H program 
coordinator Matthew Newman set 
an ambitious goal to have Gratiot County 
4-H represented at at least one Kettunen 
Center event each month in 2013. 

So far, Newman is meeting his goal. 
In January, he chaperoned and provided 
transportation for four 4-H teens to attend 
the 4-H Teen Leadership and Community 
Change Conference. In February, one 
of those same teens attended the 4-H 
Veterinary Science Workshop.

“Of  the  four 
teens I took to the 
Kettunen Center, 
three had never 
gone before and 
they all loved it!” 
Newman said. 

The teens – Lucas 
Willson, Carrie 
F i t z p a t r i c k , 
Cailin Mikek and 
Emily Maslovich 
– all serve as 4-H 
youth representatives 
on the  Gra t io t 
County 4-H Council, providing a youth voice 
to the council.

“I encouraged our leaders council 
to sponsor full scholarships for them to 
attend the Kettunen Center workshop. I 
was hoping the teens would learn new 
things and bring that knowledge back to 
their clubs and our county,” he said. “The 
board voted unanimously, and the teen 
representatives were excited!”

The conference offered sessions on a 
wide range of topics, from climate change 
and global warming, geocaching and 
healthy living challenges to government 
and democracy, college and career skills, 
officer roles and parliamentary procedure, 
and a variety of teen leadership sessions.

“It was a very rewarding experience for 
me,” Newman said. “Kettunen Center is 
very conducive to creating an atmosphere 
of community and learning without a 
classroom feel. Even during free time, the 
way the buildings are situated encourages 
youth to get together, meet new people and 
learn new things.

“Kettunen Center is such an amazing 
resource. I wish more people would take 
advantage of it. I realize it is already a true 
bargain thanks to 4-H workshop sponsors 
to the Michigan 4-H Foundation. But 
how I got teens up there was through full 

sponsorships. And, the best recruitment 
for 4-H workshops are actual 4-H’ers who 
have been to the Kettunen Center.”

Businesses, organizations, foundations 
and other donors to the Michigan 4-H 
Foundation make it possible to offer 4-H 
workshops at nearly half of the cost.

Like Gratiot, a number of counties offer 
additional scholarships locally to cover 
the remainder of the registration cost for 
individual 4-H teen and adult volunteers.

Support for the 4-H Teen Leadership 
and Community Change Conference 
was provided by the Sandra Clarkson 
Stuckman 4-H Endowment Fund, 
the Donald J. and John H. Hawkins 
Memorial Fund and the Turner-
Ousterhout Memorial Fund. It was 
also partially funded by a grant from the 
Rollin M. Gerstacker Foundation 
which supported a focus on science literacy at 
each of the Michigan 4-H workshops for the 
2011-12 and 2012-13 4-H program years.

Full sponsorships of a 4-H workshop are 
available for $5,000; partial sponsorships 
are $2,500. If you or your organization is 
interested in sponsoring a 4-H workshop, 
visit www.mi4hfdtn.org/workshops.html 
or call the Michigan 4-H Foundation at 
(517) 353-6692.

Gratiot County 4-H’ers Lucas Willson, Carrie Fitzpatrick, Cailin 
Mikek and Emily Maslovich attended the 4-H Teen Leadership and 
Community Change Conference at Kettunen Center Jan. 19-20.

4-H workshops inspire learning

 

4-H Workshop Sponsors
American Dairy Association of Michigan
Rollin M. Gerstacker Foundation
Hal and Jean Glassen Memorial 

Foundation
Land O’Lakes Foundation
Michigan Milk Producers Association
Michigan Pork Producers Association

Annual support for 4-H volunteer 
training is also provided by individual 
donations and these Michigan 4-H 
Foundation endowment funds:
James H. and Dorothy A. Anderson 

Fund
Jack and Betty Barnes Tribute Fund
Thelma and Leonard Burleigh Fund
William J. and Ruth D. Collins Fund
Donald J. and John H. Hawkins 

Memorial Fund
Henning Family Fund
Sandra Clarkson Stuckman 4-H 

Endowment Fund
Turner-Ousterhout Memorial Fund
Howard Zindel Memorial Fund

a special Thank you!

kettunen center
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Whether it’s planting new plants, weeding to prevent overgrowth or repairing 
physical structures over time, all gardens require maintenance, upkeep and 
replanting.

The Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens at Michigan State University are no exception, 
especially given the fact that the outdoor garden marks its 20th year in 2013.

Ron Schoen, Michigan 4-H Foundation trustee and treasurer, and his wife Jeannie, 
a Master Gardener, know this all too well. They were theme sponsors of the Dinosaur 
Garden years ago and have remained special friends and donors to the Michigan 4-H 
Children’s Gardens. 

This year, the Schoens gave a very special birthday gift to the gardens – a gift to support 
Dinosaur Garden curriculum and educational programming, hardscape updating and 
maintenance, and general 4-H Children’s Garden upkeep.

“The Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens rely on annual donations from individuals 
and organizations to support annual planting, hard structure and asset maintenance 
and care, in addition to the educational programming that takes place in the gardens,” 
said Norm Lownds, Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens curator.

Former Michigan 4-H state leader Michael Tate and his wife, Winifred have provided 
long-term support for their sponsored areas by establishing the Michael J. and 
Winifred Ann Tate Endowment for the Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens. 
They have two sponsored gardens in the outdoor Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden: the 
Sundial Garden, established in memory of Michael’s mother, Dorothy Willis Tate, and 
the African American Garden, funded with gifts to honor Michael’s 4-H service upon his 
retirement from MSU in 1998. This perpetual fund will provide annual support for the care, 
maintenance, improvements and expansion of the African American and Sundial gardens 
and for general support of the 4-H Children’s Garden, if remaining funds are available.

“We are truly thankful to have individuals who are committed to ensuring that the 
original theme gardens they sponsored over 20 years ago continue to grow into the 
future,” Lownds said.

20th Anniversary Garden Gala
To celebrate the gardens’ 20th 

anniversary, the Michigan 4-H Children’s 
Gardens and MSU Horticulture Gardens 
will host a Garden Gala on Aug. 1.

The evening begins at 6 p.m. and 
features a progressive dinner and self-
guided tour through the Judith A. DeLapa 
Perennial Gardens, the new atrium 
conjoining the Plant and Soil Sciences and 
Molecular Plant Soil Sciences buildings and 
the Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens. For 
more information, visit www.hrt.msu.edu/
garden-gala.

The 4-H Children’s Garden will also 
host a Garden Birthday Party for youth on 
Aug. 13 from 10 a.m. to noon.

4-H Children’s Gardens 
Schedule Spring & Summer 2013

Garden Discovery Days
Butterfl y Day – Apr. 13, 10 a.m.-noon 
Mother’s Day in the Indoor 4-H Children’s 

Garden – May 12, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Garden Geocache Event – June 8, 

11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Fairy and Elves Tea Party – June 13, 

10 a.m.- noon
Father’s Day – June 16, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Dinosaur Day – July 18, 10 a.m.-noon
Teacher Day – July 23, 9 a.m.-noon
Train Day – July 25, 10 a.m.-noon
Bug Day – July 30, 10 a.m.-noon
An Evening in the Garden – Aug. 9, 8-10 p.m.
Garden Birthday Party – Aug. 13, 

10 a.m.-noon
Bubble Day – Aug. 15, 10 a.m.-noon
4-H in the Garden – Aug. 20, 4-7 p.m.
Holiday Open House – Dec. 5, 5-7 p.m.

Splendid Stories
Stories in the Garden – June 25 from 10-11:30 

a.m., July 16 & Aug. 8 from 7-8:30 p.m.
Stories for Sprouts & Seedlings – Mar. 19, 

Apr. 16, May 21, June 18, July 16, Aug. 20, 
Sept. 17, Oct. 15 & Nov. 12 from 10-11 a.m.

Curiosity Camps
Garden Writers Workshop – July 9-11, 

10 a.m.-noon
Camp Monet – Aug. 6-8, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Just for Garden Lovers!
Plant Sale – May 18, 7 a.m.-2 p.m.

Visit www.mi4hfdtn.org for the calendar 
with event descriptions and details.

AUGUST 1, 2013
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY

SAVE THE DATE

As we celebrate the gardens’ 20th anniversary, 
theme sponsors remain committed to ensure 
their gardens grow into the future.

Theme garden sponsors 
ensure their gardens grow

4-H Children’s Gardens

For more information on 
how you can make a special 
birthday gift to a sponsored 
theme area or provide general 
support for the Michigan 4-H 
Children’s Gardens, contact 
the Michigan 4-H Foundation 
at (517) 353-6692 or donate 
online at www.mi4hfdtn.org.
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Thank YOU Corporate 
Clover Club members!
The Corporate Clover Club is an 
annual giving program recognizing 
corporate and business gifts over 
$1,000. Between July 1, 2012 and 
Jan. 31, 2013, corporate gifts were 
received from:
• Chemical Financial Corporation
• General Mills Foundation/Yoplait
• GreenStone Farm Credit Services
• ITC Holdings Corporation
• Jackson National Life 
   Insurance Company
• Knappen Milling Company
• Land O’Lakes Foundation
• McCartney & Company, P.C.
• Michigan Agricultural                                                                                                                                     
   Commodities, Inc.
• Michigan Horse Council
• Michigan Pork Producers Assoc.
• Monsanto
• New York Life Foundation
• Toyota USA
• Tractor Supply Company

Lownds receives 
honorary FFA degree

Norman K. Lownds,
Michigan 4-H Children’s 
Gardens curator, received 
an Honorary American FFA 
Degree at the 85th National 
FFA Convention and Expo Oct. 
24-27 in Indianapolis, Ind.

IRA charitable 
rollover extended!

Congress has ex tended 
the IRA charitable rollover for 
the 2013 tax year allowing 
individuals aged 70½ or older 
to direct a distribution straight 
from their IRAs to a charity, such 
as the Michigan 4-H Foundation 
as a gift without including the 
distribution amount on federal 
income tax returns. 

In the news
Nominate a Michigan 
4-H alumnus for the 4-H 
Emerald Clover Society

4-H Emerald Clover 
Soc iet y nominat ions 
are due Jan. 31, 2014. 
4-H Emerald Clover Society 
selec tion is based on an 
indiv idual ’s  profess ional 
and business achievements, 
leadership in communit y 
ser vice and philanthropy, 
contributions to or impact 
on American society, and 
significant leadership and 
achievement as a 4-H member. 
A nominee must have been 
a Michigan 4-H member for 
three or more years and be 
living. For more details and a 
nomination packet, visit www.
mi4hfdtn.org/ecs or call the 
Michigan 4-H Foundation at 
(517) 353-6692. 


