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Making the Match to build county 4-H endowments
Michigan 4-H Foundation launches county 4-H
endowment match campaign

C

ounty 4-H programs in Michigan have historically been
funded by a partnership between federal, state and county
governments, Michigan State University and gifts from private
supporters. With increasing reductions in public support, 4-H
families, volunteers, clubs, alumni and other friends are coming
together to build private support to sustain 4-H in local communities.
Supporters of county 4-H programs can double their personal
support for 4-H by donating to the Make the Match Campaign
for their county 4-H program. The goal is to raise $1 million in
endowment for county 4-H programs in Michigan that will in turn
be doubled by a match fund.
The Make the Match Campaign match fund is made possible by
grants from the Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation,
the Rollin M. Gerstacker Foundation and individual
leadership gifts from Gary and Eiko Seevers and
the Seevers Family Foundation, Donald and Rebecca
Jost, Dale and Sally Stuby, Noel and Sandra Clarkson
Stuckman, Larry and Julie Chapin, and Lowell and
Marilyn Rothert.
Several counties have set goals of raising a minimum of
$10,000 locally, which, if successful, will qualify the county
4-H program to receive a 1:1 match from the Michigan 4-H
Foundation of every dollar raised to build an endowment to
support their county’s 4-H programs.
An endowment is a fund that is permanently restricted. The
corpus of the fund is invested and held intact, and the earnings
from the fund are used for program support. Professional
managers oversee endowment funds, investing the money in
stocks, bonds, and other instruments.
Annual earnings from the fund’s investment can provide annual
support for current 4-H program delivery, including scholarships
for 4-H youth out-of-county experiences and participation fees;
purchase of or development of new program and learning
materials, or any future areas of great need to advance the county
4-H program.
Counties currently participating in the match campaign to
build new endowments are Chippewa, Eaton, Luce, Mason
and Midland.

Counties that already have general endowed funds with the
Michigan 4-H Foundation can also use the match campaign
to grow existing endowed funds. Clare and Houghton/
Keweenaw counties are taking advantage of this opportunity.
Both counties established 4-H endowment funds in 2007 and
2008, respectively, and have launched local campaigns to
continue to grow their current endowments to make a larger
investment for the future.
Kalkaska County also plans to grow the Kalkaska 4-H
Youth Development Fund through this match campaign. Their
endowment was created in 1987 by the Kalkaska County 4-H
Leaders Association with proceeds from a real estate donation
from Paul Johnson.
Kent, Osceola and Shiawassee counties have already
met the maximum match and will also be receiving match
funds. (See pages 2-3 to learn about how these counties met the
maximum match.)
The match pool has also grown from gifts from Lana Dart,
Wayne and Faye Adam, James Mulvany, and W.
Conard and Mary Search.

Make the match for Your county
• A county 4-H program will have up to five years to raise
a minimum of $10,000 and a maximum of $50,000 to
be matched 1:1 to build an endowment to support their
county 4-H program.
• Only support for general county 4-H endowment funds
will be matched. Scholarship endowments or restricted
project endowments for counties will not qualify.
• Half of the total raised must be contributed by or raised
from individual donors and/or county 4-H youth clubs to
qualify for matching funds.
• 4-H councils are urged to use their support to encourage
individual donors.
For information on how you can help Make the Match for
your county 4-H program, visit www.mi4hfdtn.org/countymatch
or contact the Michigan 4-H Foundation at (517) 353-6692.

county 4-H

planned gifts build County 4-H Endowments
4-H volunteers build endowments
in Kent and Osceola counties
with planned gifts
Kent County 4-H Youth Endowment
n 2009, Merry and Jerry Malfroid,
of Casnovia, launched an endowment
campaign to build a fund to provide
long-term support for Kent County 4-H
and at the same time honor the service
and achievements of Margaret and
Richard Bethel in advancing Kent

I

Jerry and Merry Malfroid (above) founded
the Kent County 4-H Youth Endowment.

County 4-H and statewide MSU Extension
programs.
In the midst of planning for the campaign,
Jerry Malfroid was lost to cancer.
After a successful campaign led by Merry
Malfroid and Maggie and Dick Bethel, the
Kent County 4-H Youth Development
Fund was fully endowed in 2011.
Merry, a long-time Kent County MSU
Extension employee, died July 18, 2012.
She designated a portion of her estate
to grow the Kent County 4-H Youth
Development Fund.
Because this is an existing county 4-H
endowment fund, this estate gift and gifts
honoring Merry and others from Kent
County also qualify for the 1:1 county 4-H
endowment match.
The fund serves not only to honor Jerry
and Merry Malfroid’s commitment to Kent
County 4-H but also serves as an ongoing
tribute to the contributions of all youth and
volunteers involved in Kent County 4-H.

types of charitable gifts
Donors can choose from a variety of
charitable gifts to support 4-H and/or
contribute to their county’s 4-H endowment.
• Outright gifts such as cash, securities,
stock and personal property can
provide immediate support for 4-H
and tax benefits to the donor.
• Life income gifts such as charitable
gift annuities, charitable remainder
unitrusts and charitable remainder
annuity trusts continue to give back

and provide current income to the
donor and/or beneficiaries.
• Revocable gifts such as bequests,
revocable living trusts and qualifying
retirement plan assets are flexible

gifts that can be changed.
• Other gift vehicles include retained
life estate, charitable lead trust and
paid life insurance.
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• The Michigan 4-H Foundation can also
be named as the charitable beneficiary
of the remaining assets in an IRA,
401(k), 403(b) and other pension
plans, offering income tax benefits to

the donor.
• The IRA Charitable Rollover for 2013
allows traditional or Roth IRA owners
to make a tax-free distribution directly
to a charity, such as the Michigan 4-H
Foundation, from an IRA.
If you are interested in making a special gift,
and to designate your gift or establish an
endowment, please contact the Michigan
4-H Foundation at (517) 353-6692 to
verify that your gift intention can be met.
Consulting with personal legal counsel and/
or a tax advisor for definitive assessment
of the tax benefits of and limitations on
planned gifts is also recommended.

Osceola County 4-H Youth Endowment
charitable gift from the Adrian R.
Sengelaub Revocable Trust has
established the Osceola County
4-H Youth Endowment Fund.
The fund provides memorial recognition
to Adrian Sengelaub and perpetual support
for the Osceola County 4-H program.
Because this charitable gift funded a
general 4-H county endowment fund, it
will be matched 1:1 by the county 4-H
endowment match fund, doubling its
impact for 4-H.
Sengelaub served
20 years as a 4-H
leader and had a
zeal for life and
helping others.
He was also
active in St. Philip’s
Catholic Church
The Osceola County
a n d j o i n e d 4-H Endowment was
t h e K n i g h t s o f funded by a trust
gift from Adrian R.
Columbus in 1940. Sengelaub (above).
In retirement, he
volunteered for the Commission on Aging,
accumulating over 1,000 hours of service.
A lifetime resident of Richmond
Township, Reed City, Mich., Seneglaub
died July 18, 2008. He attended Trimmer
Elementary School where he graduated
eighth grade in 1937. He continued his
father’s work as a farmer, carpenter and
stone/brick mason. He worked for many
farmers in the surrounding area over the
years. In addition, he worked as a bus
driver for St. Philip’s Catholic School and
was also employed by Tubelite (Miller
industries) for more than 22 years.

A
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Gift of Grain leads to
Shiawassee County 4-H Endowment Fund

G

lenn and Cleo Williams have
been married for 64 years and
Shiawassee County 4-H has
played a meaningful role in their lives both
before they met and since they married.
In 2013, they honored the role of 4-H in
their lives by making a significant gift of grain
to the Michigan 4-H Foundation, that when
it was sold, established the Shiawassee
County 4-H Endowment Fund.
Glenn joined the Fairfield Township 4-H
Club at age 10 and remained a member
until he was 19. When he and Cleo were
married, their wedding reception was
hosted by that 4-H club. Cleo had been a
4-H member in Ingham County.
Cleo became a volunteer leader of
the Fairfield Sewers and Cookers 4-H

gift of grain faqs
• Determine the amount of
agricultural product you want to
donate to support Michigan 4-H.
• Consult with your tax adviser to
determine and confirm the tax
impact and/or benefit of your gift.
• Notify the grain storage facility that
you are delivering product in the
name of and that will be owned by
the Michigan 4-H Foundation.
• Notify the Michigan 4-H
Foundation of your gift-in-kind.
Written documentation needs to
provide the weight and type of
product (providing a copy of the
weight ticket is ideal), evidence
of your gift allocation to the
Michigan 4-H Foundation, the
name and address of the facility
where the product is stored with
contact information, and the 4-H
program or purpose that you want
your gift to support.
For more information on making a gift
of grain or any other gift-in-kind, please
contact the Michigan 4-H Foundation
at (517) 353-6692.

Community Club, where she remained a
volunteer for 23 years.
The couple’s four adult children were
all 4-H members and raised on the family
farm, a centennial farm started by Glenn’s
grandfather 150 years ago. Originally a
dairy farm, the farm is predominantly a
cash crop farm producing corn, soybeans
and wheat today.
It was a gift of soybeans that funded the
Shiawassee County 4-H Endowment Fund.
“When the administrator in Shiawassee
County decided that MSU Extension could
be cut, we went to rally to be there to
support 4-H,” Glenn said. “It was Cleo’s
idea that we do this gift.”
“I just wanted 4-H to continue,” Cleo said.
“4-H is a way to learn how to live life,”
Glen added. “You learn responsibility, you
have to keep records, you have to feed
the animals when they need it, you have
to work at something when you could just
be lying around on the sofa!”
The recommendation for making their
gift as a gift-in-kind using agricultural
product came from MSU Extension
educator Dennis Stein.
“Farmers produce a product and
sometimes they have opportunity to share
that product,” Stein said. “A charity can
then sell that gift of product to benefit
their charity. The time was right for the
Williamses to make this gift.”
The Williamses’ gift for Shiawassee
County will be doubled by the Michigan
4-H Foundation as part of the statewide
county 4-H endowment match campaign.
Young people in Shiawassee County
will be supported for generations to come
by this perpetual gift to support local 4-H
programming.
Donors interested in making a gift of
grain should contact the Michigan 4-H
Foundation and consult with their tax and
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Glenn and Cleo Williams, 4-H alumni
and volunteers, donated a gift of grain
to establish an endowment to support
Shiawassee County 4-H.

financial advisers to determine if making
such a gift makes sense for them.
Annual earnings from the fund’s investment
can provide for scholarships for 4-H youth
out-of-county experiences and participation
fees; the purchase and development of new
program and learning materials or any
future areas of great need to advance the
Shiawassee County 4-H program.

calendar of events
Oct. 31 – The outdoor Michigan
4-H Children’s Gardens close for
the season. The outdoor gardens
will reopen April 1, 2014. The indoor
garden is open year round.
Nov. 9 – Michigan 4-H Volunteer
Forum at Michigan State University.
Dec. 14 – Breakfast with Santa
at Kettunen Center. Call (231) 8293421 for details or registration.
Dec. 31 – Gift deadline for 2013
income tax credit.
Jan. 31, 2014 – 4-H Emerald
Clover Society Class of 2014
nomination deadline. Nomination
packets are available at www.
mi4hfdtn.org/ecs.
www.mi4hfdtn.org/vantage

3

4-H Children’s Gardens

21st Century Tools for
21st Century Learning
Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens integrates
iPads into garden learning experiences

T

he Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens have been helping
children (and adults) understand why plants are important
in their everyday lives, developing the wonder and curiosity
in children’s imaginations, and providing a place of enjoyment
and delight for all ages for 20 years.
Over those years the garden has been described as “the most
creative half-acre in America” and “a magical place of learning.”
The programs have been described as innovative, amazing use
of technology, engaging and fun. In short, the garden is amazing
and its impact far-reaching.
Now, with a donation of 20 iPads, garden staff members are
taking the step toward developing and delivering 21st century
learning with the integration of the iPads into the 4-H Children’s
Garden experience.
“The 21st Century Tools for 21st Century Learning project
enables the 4-H Children’s Gardens to remain the leader
in integrating digital technologies with hands-on garden
explorations,” said Norm Lownds, Michigan 4-H Children’s
Garden curator.

20th Anniversary Garden Gala

Nearly 120 supporters of the Michigan 4-H Children’s
Gardens and MSU Horticulture Gardens celebrated the
gardens’ 20th anniversary at a Garden Gala Aug. 1. Photo
above: Jane Taylor, Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden
founding curator, reminisced on the building of the gardens.
Other speakers included Judith DeLapa, MSU alumna;
Melanie Foster, MSU trustee emerita; and Art Cameron, MSU
Horticulture Gardens director.
4
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Students use iPads as a tool to promote curiosity and wonder in
Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden learning experiences and allow for
increased connections beyond their garden visit.

“Integrating iPads into the Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden
learning experiences sets the gardens apart as innovators and
leaders in engaging and effective education for both students
and teachers. We hope this project will become the model for
elegant integration of iPad technology with hands-on garden
science learning,” he said.
Students use iPads as their primary tool to explore the garden
through iPad-based discoveries and activities such as: the QR
code scavenger hunt, Best Lettuce Experiment, Plant Problems
and Plant Parts. Students also use the iPads to take photos and
movies of plants and gardens, write content for QR code web
pages, learn about the garden through the website and online
Kids Tour, take notes, post questions and comments, collect and
enter data into spreadsheets and create graphs.
Additionally, all photos, movies, data, writing, etc. are stored
online so that teachers and students have access to them in school
and at home.
The integration of iPads allows for increased student
engagement, interest and connections beyond the garden.
“We hope that, through this project, students will see technology
as an important part of their learning and see themselves as
scientists,” Lownds said. “Youth will have new opportunities to be
part of the 4-H Children’s Gardens, including providing photos
and text for the web page. The project also provides opportunities
for teachers to develop new approaches, uses and applications
that integrate technology.”
The iPads are made possible by a gift from the Michigan
Agricultural Commodities, Inc. A sponsor is sought for an
additional 10 iPads to facilitate classroom learning. For more
information, please contact the Michigan 4-H Foundation at
(517) 353-6692.
Michigan 4-H Foundation, VANTAGE, Fall 2013, Volume 34, No. 2
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Youth ‘DIG-N’ to gardening
Digital network integrates virtual and actual
gardening experiences to enhance learning

T

he Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens have partnered to build
a network integrating digital learning tools with community
and school gardens to create a new real/virtual 21st century
garden model with a grant from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation.
The Digitally Integrated Garden Network (DIGN) is a
collaboration between the Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens, Circle
One Network and the Sustainable Community Farms in Detroit.
DIGN integrates virtual and actual experiences in selecting
plants for the garden, planting and growing, garden care,
harvesting, caring for produce post harvest, and selling and
buying at a farmers’ market. All this happens while interacting with
experts to learn more, solve problems and celebrate successes.
“The project connects youth to experts and scientists,” said
Norm Lownds, Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens curator. “DIGN
provides unique opportunities for youth to show their gardening
expertise and teach new gardeners both online and in person. It
also trains educators and connects gardens to share stories and
expertise and creates gardening communities.”
Virtual experiences are designed to enhance and expand actual
experiences and provide year-round gardening activities for youth.
The virtual gardening components are being developed by Circle
One Network in Milwaukee, Wis. as part of the KidsCom online
world at www.kidscom.com.
“For example, we have created an extensive Farmers’ Market
game that teaches youth money math. Youth learn to make change
and other critical financial skills,” Lownds said.
Several Detroit schools are participating in DIGN: William J.
Beckham Academy, Edward Duke Ellington Conservatory, Osborn
High School and Southeastern High School of Technology.
Teachers participated in two professional development days
to learn and practice integrating DIGN into their classrooms
and gardening activities. Students then visited the Michigan 4-H
Children’s Gardens to experience this unique facility, generate ideas
for their school gardens and start a lettuce evaluation experiment.
As part of their visit, classes were introduced to the online Wonder
Wall so that students could connect with scientists at Michigan State
University on an ongoing basis.
“Through DIGN, individual web pages were created for each
classroom and for individual students or student work groups as
designated by the teacher,” Lownds said. “We also developed lesson
outlines for teachers to use to integrate the DIGN tools into their
classrooms and with their gardens.”
This fall and next spring, Lownds will visit each school monthly
to encourage integration, answer questions, and excite and inspire
teachers and students about DIGN.
Michigan 4-H Foundation, VANTAGE, Fall 2013, Volume 34, No. 2

Students at William J. Beckham Academy in Detroit planted their school
garden after visiting the Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens.

Above is a screenshot of the digital garden game at KidsCom. The
virtual experiences are designed to enhance and expand actual
experiences and provide year-round gardening activities for youth.

WNF&GA 60Th 4-H International Tea

The Woman’s National Farm and Garden Association
(WNF&GA), Michigan Division, held its 60th annual
4-H International Tea Aug. 5 at the Michigan 4-H
Children’s Gardens. The event raised over $1,500 for 4-H
international programs.
www.mi4hfdtn.org/vantage
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Youth study conservation issues

T

he Dow Chemical Company Foundation funded
Dow Chemical County 4-H Youth Conservation Council
mini-grants for counties to develop local 4-H youth
conservation councils through which teens can learn about local
environmental issues and influence public policy in their county,
city or township governments.
Alger and Marquette counties each received a $1,000 grant.
The Alger County 4-H Youth Conservation Council
(YCC), now in its second year, has seven teen members and is
led by 4-H volunteer Barbara Trombley.
“Alger County has received two Dow Chemical 4-H Youth
Conservation Council grants and completed two very educational
and interesting projects,” Trombley said.
In 2012, the Alger County 4-H YCC provided environmentally
safe household cleaners to Alger County residents. This year,
members addressed the lack of suitable nesting sites for loons. The
Michigan Department of Natural Resources added the common
loon to the list of Michigan state threatened species in 1987.
In partnership with the Alger Conservation District, Common Coast
and World Renewable Energies, the YCC compiled extensive research
on how to build and place artificial nesting platforms.
With the grant, the YCC was able to build six artificial loon
nesting platforms to encourage nesting. The platforms were placed
with the assistance of World Renewable Energies, in the Au Train
Basin, Townline Lake, Lost Lake and Little Round Lake.
“As an adult leader, working with teens who are concerned
about local environmental issues has been one of my most
rewarding 4-H experiences,” Trombley said.

Members of the Alger County 4-H Youth Conservation Council
built and placed six artificial loon nesting platforms in several local
water bodies to address the lack of suitable nesting sites for loons.

Marquette County’s 4-H Teen Wetland Team
completed a wetlands restoration and community education project.
County 4-H youth conservation council grants have been
continued for 2013-14 with a gift from the ITC Holdings
Corporation. A portion of the funds also support the statewide
Michigan 4-H Youth Conservation Council (M4-HYCC).
Teens in the M4-HYCC, a statewide 4-H group created in 1998,
identify emerging and ongoing community-based environmental
issues, and present their research findings and propose solutions
to the Michigan Legislature. Environmental issues presented by the
M4-HYCC over the past several years include on-site wastewater
disposal, wind energy, wetlands, invasive plant species and, most
recently, an oil spill response plan.

MEMORIAL AND TRIBUTE GIFTS
Memorial and tribute gifts are charitable contributions that support Michigan 4-H. Memorial gifts are made in memory and tribute gifts in honor of special
people. If you or your group would like to make a memorial or tribute gift, please complete this form and send it with your gift to the Michigan 4-H
Foundation. Gifts can also be made by calling the Michigan 4-H Foundation at (517) 353-6692 or online at www.mi4hfdtn.org.
Enclosed is a gift of $

. ❒ In loving memory of

❒ In tribute to

Send announcement of this gift to: Name
Address

City

State

ZIP

State

ZIP

Sent by: (Donor’s Name)
Address

City

County

Phone (

)

Email

4-H affiliation: ❒ 4-H alumnus, ❒ 4-H volunteer, ❒ 4-H member, ❒ 4-H friend, ❒ 4-H parent, ❒ 4-H staff member.
Payment by:
❒ Check (Make checks payable to Michigan 4-H Foundation.)
❒ Please charge my credit/debit card (check one): ❒ MasterCard
Name (as on card)
Exp. Date (mm/yy)

❒ Visa

❒ Discover

❒ American Express
Credit Card No.

Signature

Mail to: Michigan 4-H Foundation, 535 Chestnut Road, Room 240, East Lansing, MI 48824
Michigan 4-H Foundation, VANTAGE, Fall 2013, Volume 34, No. 2
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kettunen center

Sponsors make 4-H volunteer
training possible
Glassen Foundation sponsors 4-H Shooting Sports
Workshop for third consecutive year

F

or the past three years, the Hal and Jean Glassen
Memorial Foundation has sponsored the 4-H Shooting
Sports Volunteer and Instructor Training Workshop at Kettunen
Center, Michigan’s 4-H volunteer training center in Tustin, Mich.
Each year, a number of 4-H volunteer training workshops are
offered statewide, most of them at Kettunen Center. Businesses,
organizations, foundations and other donors, like the Glassen
Foundation, make it possible to offer 4-H workshops to participants
at nearly half of the cost.
“It’s one of our missions to support shooting sports education,”
said Thomas Huggler, Glassen Foundation president.
The Glassen Foundation’s focus is on environmental and
outdoor education, shooting sports programs and enhancing
wildlife, and animal welfare research.
Hal and Jean Glassen were avid hunters, outdoor enthusiasts
and wildlife conservationists. They established the Glassen
Foundation to continue their lifelong ambitions and goals. Hal,
a University of Wisconsin graduate, was a partner in the Lansing
law firm of Glassen, Rhead, McLean, Campbell and Schumacher
and practiced law for 62 years prior to his death in 1992. Jean
was the first woman to graduate from the University of Wisconsin.
With a degree in bacteriology, she pursued a career as a biologist
with the Michigan Department of Public Health.
“It’s natural for us, whenever we can, to put our money into
shooting sports training,” Huggler said. “The 4-H Shooting Sports
Workshop trains the 4-H volunteers who teach the youth. It’s the gift
that keeps on giving. We think that’s just terrific! We take a lot of
pride in that, and the Glassens would, too, if they were still alive.”

bell donated to kettunen center
MSU Extension retiree John
“Jack” Worthington donated a
20-inch bell to Kettunen Center.
The bell, now mounted on a
stone base built by Kettunen
Center maintenance manager
Steve Neuman, signals mealtimes and the beginning of the
day. Worthington acquired the
bell from a former 4-H camp
and donated it to Kettunen
Center to carry on its 4-H legacy.

8
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At the 4-H Shooting Sports Workshop participants learned about
shooting sports disciplines, such as archery (above), safety and
proper use and care of equipment.

The 4-H Shooting Sports Workshop, held April 26-28, had
159 participants, making it one of the largest 4-H workshops at
Kettunen Center. At the workshop, 4-H participants learned about
Michigan 4-H shooting sports mission, policies, risk management,
safety, discipline-specific equipment use and care, teaching
shooting fundamentals to youth and range set-up. Participants
also developed and improved skills in teaching shooting sports
activities to youth; learned how to develop, expand and maintain
local 4-H shooting sports programs; and refreshed and renewed
their respect and concern for safety in the 4-H shooting sports
program. Adults who successfully completed the workshop and all
other requirements received certification as Michigan 4-H shooting
sports instructors for the discipline in which they participated.
St. Clair County 4-H volunteer Jeff Schelske attended the
workshop. “I enjoy going to Kettunen Center for a few good
reasons. The training and materials covered are great, and the
networking. Over the years, I have gotten to know so many people.
It is almost like a mini-vacation seeing people I see only once a
year at Kettunen Center.”
“The facility is awesome. It is very cost-effective, especially
for 4-H volunteers to attend, and it is a well-planned and wellexecuted workshop. I look forward to going each year.
“The instructors are great. The staff at Kettunen Center is
great,” he added.
Schelske has been a 4-H volunteer for 15 years, but including
his involvement with 4-H and shooting sports as a parent, he has
been attending 4-H events for 20 years.
“I continue to be a 4-H leader for the kids. Seeing the influence
we have with the kids is phenomenal,” he said. “4-H shooting
sports builds their confidence, teaches responsibility and builds
camaraderie among the youth. The whole purpose of 4-H is youth
development, and that’s what we’re about!”
Michigan 4-H Foundation, VANTAGE, Fall 2013, Volume 34, No. 2
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Kettunen Center partners
with local schools to offer
anti-bullying program

Y

outh across the nation, face a myriad of stressors
and pressures every day, at home, school and in their
communities. Of these stressors, bullying attracts much
local and national attention. Bullying behavior is a symptom of
larger, complicated and nuanced issues affecting individuals.
With a new grant from the Osceola County Community
Foundation (OCCF), Kettunen Center is offering anti-bullying
programs to local youth.
During the 2011-2012 school year, Kettunen Center program
staff explored the possibility of partnering with Pine River Area
Schools principals and teachers, as a site to provide additional
alternatives for their anti-bullying initiatives. As a result, Kettunen
Center piloted a collaborative program last fall with Pine River
Area Schools, funded in part by a grant from OCCF.
“During this era where we focus so much on monitoring the
bullying epidemic in our schools, it is so important to provide
opportunities that strengthen the positive attributes of our students,”
said Al Thomas, Tustin Elementary principal. “Without the grant so
graciously provided by the Osceola County Community Foundation
last fall, we would not have been able to participate. This event
is proof that when we have multiple community organizations
working together for kids, great things happen!”
Pine River teachers and school officials wanted to have
experiences for their students off-site and away from the many
distractions that are a part of the school day. Teachers and

administrators identified fifth grade students as being a vulnerable
population for bullying and endorsed the idea of team-building and
peer-to-peer learning as important components of their anti-bullying
efforts. They also identified the need for students to develop better
group skills, including cooperative learning and problem solving.
To effectively encourage group cohesiveness, consensus and
cooperation, the program uses the 4-H learning model: cooperative
learning, experiential learning, leadership development, peerto-peer learning and mentorship. This is achieved through
cooperative games and low-ropes initiatives that build problem
solving skills and self-esteem.
The pilot included two sessions at school and a day-long field
trip at Kettunen Center, where 45 seventh and eighth grade honor
students mentored 100 fifth grade students and led them through
a series of team-building activities.
“While the students were at the Kettunen Center, I was able to
observe a few of the activities our students were participating in,
and was overjoyed to see so many of our typically ‘quiet’ students
stepping out and taking charge of their groups,” Thomas said.
“The middle school students did an outstanding job helping our
students out. Students were cheering each other on and helping
students who needed a hand.”
Kettunen Center is using the success of this pilot program as a
template to reach as many as 450 youth and adults by expanding
the program this year to students in Marion, Reed City and Pine
River schools. These students will participate in both in-school
activities and programs and field trips at Kettunen Center.

3rd annual 5K trail run/walk
benefits kettunen center

Come Experience
Kettunen Center.
Kettunen Center is
great place for:
• Retreats
• Conferences
• Meetings
• Reunions
Experience inspiring meeting spaces,
recreation activities and relaxation.
Book your conference today at
(231) 829-3421 or kettunencenter.org.
Michigan 4-H Foundation, VANTAGE, Fall 2013, Volume 34, No. 2

The 3rd Annual 5K Trail Run/Walk at Kettunen Center took place
Aug. 10 and had more than 50 registrants. The 5K Trail Run/Walk
course is a multiterrain experience that starts with a short spurt on
asphalt that quickly leads to Kettunen Center’s extensive trail system.
Runners managed hills, woods and the lakeshore. The overall winner
was Zack Workman, of Mesick, with a time of 20:11. The women’s
winner was Nicole Edstrom, LeRoy, with a time of 25:17. Proceeds
from the 5K support youth and family programs at Kettunen Center,
making it more affordable for schools groups, camp attendees and
members of other youth organizations to attend these events.
www.mi4hfdtn.org/vantage
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4-H Awards

Honoring Michigan’s Outstanding 4-H Volunteers
Michigan’s Outstanding 4-H
Volunteers honored at June
20 Michigan State 4-H Awards
Celebration at Wharton Center
4-H Volunteer of the Year

10

www.mi4hfdtn.org/vantage

Photo credit: Leighton Photography.

P

atricia L. Macha, a 4-H volunteer
in Gratiot County since 2004,
was honored as the 4-H Volunteer
of the Year.
Macha has served the past two years as
the administrative leader of the Double C
4-H Club and for the past six years has led
the Gratiot County 4-H Teen State Exchange
club, an out-of-state 4-H exchange club.
Additionally, she chairs both the Gratiot
County 4-H Leaders’ Council and the
county’s Education Committee. She has
served on the state 4-H Visual Arts and
Crafts Committee and frequently is an
instructor at state 4-H events, including
Kettunen Center workshops and 4-H
Exploration Days. She was instrumental in
launching Gratiot County’s Leader Mete,
an event with informative 4-H sessions and
club officer training for volunteers and teens.
Macha received a plaque and a minibrick and is recognized on the Salute to
Excellence brick pathway at Kettunen Center.
Macha chose to support the Gratiot County
4-H exchange program with the $400 grant
award, funded by the Michigan 4-H
Volunteer Recognition Fund at the
Michigan 4-H Foundation.
The 4-H Volunteer of the Year Award is
one of the 4-H Salute to Excellence Awards
honoring outstanding volunteers with fewer
than 10 years of service for their dedication
to youth. The Lifetime Volunteer Award is
presented to a 4-H volunteer with 10 or
more years volunteering for 4-H.
Nominations for the 4-H Salute to
Excellence Awards are due each fall.
For more information about the award,
visit http://4h.msue.msu.edu/awards_
scholarships/4-h_recognition_program.

Left to right: Patricia Macha, Gratiot County; Kathy and Phil Carter, Oceana County; Tom Nugent,
Michigan Farm Bureau; Darrel Robinson, Grand Traverse County. Macha, the Carters and
Robinson received outstanding volunteer awards at the Michigan State 4-H Awards Celebration.
Michigan Farm Bureau
4-H Excellence in Agriculture Awards

P

hil and Kathy Carter, of Oceana
County, and Darrel Robinson,
Grand Traverse County, received
Michigan Farm Bureau (MFB) 4-H
Excellence in Agriculture Awards.
This award recognizes outstanding
achievements of Michigan 4-H volunteers
who have exhibited excellence in youth
education and leadership development in
4-H beef cattle; dairy cattle; goats; horses;
horticulture, crops and soils; poultry; rabbits;
sheep; swine; and veterinary science.
The 4-H Excellence in Agriculture Award
is the product of a campaign led by
Michigan Farm Bureau to establish an
endowment to honor and reward exceptional
4-H leaders with $1,000 grants that can
be used to fund 4-H volunteer training,
purchase supplies or curriculum, or enhance
local or statewide 4-H programming. The
Carters chose for the grant award to support
the Oceana County 4-H Market Livestock
Swine Program. Robinson elected to split
the grant award between the Grand Traverse
County beef and swine programs.
Phil and Kathy Carter have led
the Pretty Porkers 4-H Club in Oceana
County since 1980. Phil also served on the

Oceana County 4-H Council for six years
and on the Market Livestock Committee , and
he has served as the swine superintendent for
10 years. Kathy has served over 15 years on
the Oceana County 4-H Council, most of
that time as secretary. The Carters are both
retired teachers and continue to educate
youth through 4-H. Members of their club
learn parliamentary procedure, goal setting
and real-life economics in addition to swine
nutrition, management and production.
The Carters also charge their members to
be active within their community. The club
is responsible for highway clean-up on a
2-mile section of roadway, participates in the
Relay for Life and has helped raise money for
cancer research for local cancer patients. The
Carters were nominated for the award by the
Oceana County Farm Bureau.
“These wonderful efforts on Phil and
Kathy’s part have opened the eyes of youth
to understand…that giving back makes
you a real part of your community, and
even though it is hard work, the rewards
are great,” Oceana County Farm Bureau
wrote in their nomination.
Darrel Robinson has served the past
three years as president and six years as
See Outstanding volunteers, page 11
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4-H Grants

Local 4-H projects receive mini-grants from foundation

T

he Michigan 4-H Foundation Board of Trustees annually
approves the distribution of competitive grant funds to
encourage development of innovative 4-H program
opportunities in local communities. These grants are designed to
encourage program planning and participation by 4-H members
and volunteers in partnership with MSU Extension 4-H program
staff members.
For the 2012-13 4-H program year, 4-H mini-grants were
awarded in five grant categories. In addition to the Dow
Chemical County 4-H Youth Conservation Council
Grants (see p. 7), grants funded were:
The Michigan 4-H Legacy Grants, funded by the
Michigan 4-H Legacy Fund endowment, encourage
creativity and support the implementation of great ideas that
promote positive youth development in communities. The St.
Clair County 4-H Honey Bees received a $1,000 grant for
a honey bee management project through which youth learn the
important role that bees and beekeepers have in the environment
and the agricultural industry.
Houghton and Ionia counties each received $1,000 4-H
Educational Garden Grants, made possible by the
Albert A. Albright Endowment for 4-H Plant Science
and Gardening Education. With these funds, Houghton and
Ionia counties, with local partners, created community gardens
at the Houghton Middle School and Ionia County Department
of Health, respectively, providing high quality and high visibility
4-H programming in communities and encouraging creative 4-H
volunteer and youth leadership in communities.

Outstanding volunteers
continued from page 10
vice president of the Northwest Michigan
4-H Livestock Council, a council of equine
and livestock 4-H leaders and members
from Benzie, Grand Traverse and
Leelanau counties. Robinson was
nominated for the award by Barbara Duvall,
Leelanau County MSU Extension educator.
“Darrel’s impact on the 4-H program
and its members has been significant.
With his team, he has opened doors and
made partners within the community. Those
relationships have given 4-H volunteers and
members more educational opportunities

Isabella and Kalamazoo counties each received $500
On-Target County Grants, funded by Thomas Cobb,
former Michigan 4-H Foundation president, to help enhance their
county 4-H shooting sports programs, develop new programs or
offer a special experience related to 4-H shooting sports.
The Southwest Michigan 4-H Tractor Operation
Program received a $500 OMEDA Youth Tractor Safety
Education grant, funded by a gift from the OhioMichigan Equipment Dealers Association, to offer a
course providing tractor safety education and certification for
youth to safely and legally operate agricultural equipment.

Ionia County 4-H, along with local partners, created the Growing
Patch Community Garden next to the Ionia County Animal Shelter.
The garden offers hands-on learning for youth in the community
and will provide produce for local food pantries.

and higher-quality experiences,” Duvall
wrote in her nomination.
Robinson has written grants to purchase
animal science learning lab kits and resource
handbooks, which are now available on
loan to 4-H clubs. He encourages trainings
for 4-H youth and volunteers, and in the
past year the council has hosted a number
of workshops and clinics taught by MSU
specialists. He advocates for teens to play a
more central role in the Livestock Council,
and now teen representatives handle a variety
of assignments, including the annual awards
program. He has improved communication
among the committee members and
encourages the use of technology including

Michigan 4-H Foundation, VANTAGE, Fall 2013, Volume 34, No. 2

periodic emails and a council Facebook
presence and website. He also charged youth
to use both their technological skills and youth
perspective to design a brochure promoting
the livestock auction, and he facilitated a local
videographer to create a video showcasing
4-H members and their entrepreneurial
projects. Additionally, he has cultivated
relationships with local donors to maintain
and enhance 4-H youth scholarships and
facilities at the fairgrounds.
Nominations for the 4-H Excellence in
Agriculture Award are due to the Michigan
4-H Foundation July 1. For more information
about the award and for a nomination
packet, visit www.mi4hfdtn.org/grants.html.
www.mi4hfdtn.org/vantage
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In the news
Nominate a Michigan
4-H alumnus for the 4-H
Emerald Clover Society
4 -H Emerald Clover
Societ y nominations
are due Jan. 31, 2014.
4-H Emerald Clover Society
selec tion is based on an
in di v i du al ’s p r of e s s io n al
and business achievements,
le ader ship in communit y
ser vice and philanthropy,
contributions to or impact
on American societ y, and
significant leadership and
achievement as a 4-H member.
A nominee must have been
a Michigan 4-H member for
three or more years and be
living. For more details and a
nomination packet, visit www.
mi4hfdtn.org/ecs or call the
Michigan 4-H Foundation at
(517) 353-6692.

Ag Hall renamed “Justin S.
Morrill Hall of Agriculture”
On Aug. 29, Michigan State
University’s Agriculture Hall,
which houses the campusbased MSU Extension
and state 4-H offices, was
officially rededicated as the
Justin S. Morrill Hall of
Agriculture. The former
Morrill Hall, built in 1900, was
a wooden structure that had
deteriorated beyond repair and
was recently demolished.
Trustee Walters receives
State 4-H Award
Trustee Katelyn Walters, a
St. Joseph County 4-H member,
received the State 4-H Goat
Award at the State 4-H Awards
Celebration in June. Walters
was among 200 outstanding
4-H’ers participating in the State
4-H Awards Program.

Thank YOU Corporate
Clover Club members!

The Corporate Clover Club is an
annual giving program recognizing
corporate and business gifts over
$1,000. Between Feb. 1 and Sept.
30, 2013, corporate gifts were
received from:
• American Dairy Association of
Michigan
• Chemical Financial Corporation
• Consumers Energy Foundation
• Michigan Horse Council
• Michigan Milk Producers Assoc.
• Michigan Pork Producers Assoc.
• Molina Healthcare
• New York Life Foundation
• Tractor Supply Company

